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	Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Compare and Contrast Structure and Meaning in a New Poem and Maus I


(For Teacher Reference)
In this assessment, students will read a new poem, “The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn, March 1942,” and will answer selected and constructed response questions about the infinitive, figurative language, theme, and comparing and contrasting the structures of this poem and Maus I and how they contribute to meaning.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RL.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

· RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.

· RL.8.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· L.8.1a: Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general and their function in particular sentences.

· L.8.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· L.8.5a: Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Compare and Contrast Structure and Meaning in a New Poem and Maus I
(Answers for Teacher Reference)

In this assessment, you will answer questions about language, structure, and theme in a new poem, “The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn, March 1942.” You will compare the structure and theme of this poem with your anchor text, Maus I.
Directions: Read the poem and answer the questions below.
The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn, March 1942
by Alexander Kimel—Holocaust Survivor
Do I want to remember?

The peaceful ghetto, before the raid:

Children shaking like leaves in the wind.

Mothers searching for a piece of bread.

Shadows, on swollen legs, moving with fear.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the creation of hell?

The shouts of the Raiders, enjoying the hunt.

Cries of the wounded, begging for life.

Faces of mothers carved with pain.

Hiding Children, dripping with fear.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, my fearful return?

Families vanished in the midst of the day.

The mass grave steaming with vapor of blood.

Mothers searching for children in vain.

The pain of the ghetto, cuts like a knife.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the wailing of the night?

The doors kicked ajar, ripped feathers floating the air.

The night scented with snow-melting blood.

While the compassionate moon, is showing the way.

For the faceless shadows, searching for kin.

No, I don’t want to remember, but I cannot forget.

Do I want to remember this world upside down?

Where the departed are blessed with an instant death.

While the living condemned to a short wretched life,

And a long tortuous journey into unnamed place,

Converting Living Souls, into ashes and gas.

No. I Have to Remember and Never Let You Forget.

“The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn” © 2005 by Alexander Kimel. Remember.org. Web. Used by permission.
1. Read the following line from the poem:

“Do I want to remember?”

What is the function of the infinitive to remember? (L.8.1a)

a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an action.
b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.

c. It is functioning as an adjective describing want.

d. It is functioning as an adjective describing I.

2. What type of figurative language is the phrase “Children shaking like leaves in the wind”? (L.8.5, L.8.5a, RL.8.4)

a. metaphor

b. personification

c. simile
d. hyperbole

3. What is the author comparing through this figurative language and why? (L.8.5, L.8.5a, RL.8.4)

The author compares children with shaking leaves in the wind; this simile creates a visual for the reader of how small and vulnerable the children in the poem are, as they shake from the great power of the Nazi invaders.
4. Which statement best expresses a theme that arises from this poem? (RL.8.2)

a. There is a strong human will to persevere and survive in the face of hardship.

b. History matters.

c. It is valuable to recount a painful past so that this knowledge may be passed along to future generations.
d. This man survived and now tells us his story.

5. What piece of evidence best supports the theme of this poem? (RL.8.1)

“I Have to Remember and Never Let You Forget.”

6. How is this theme similar to or different from a theme in Maus I? (RL.8.2)

This theme is similar to a theme in Maus I, the theme that it is important to remember a painful past in order to educate future generations.
7. What element of structure does the author use to develop this theme? (RL.8.5)

a. chronological plot structure that flows in sequential order

b. stanzas that each reveal a different historical idea

c. repetition of the rhetorical question “Do I want to remember?”
d. stanzas that show a shift in tone and meaning

8. How is this structure different from or similar to the structure Art Spiegelman uses in 
Maus I? (RL.8.5)

Spiegelman uses his father’s chronological recounting of his life while, in contrast, Kimel uses a rhetorical question and reflection on his own memories.
9. How does the structure of this poem contribute to its meaning? (RL.8.5)

a. The chronological structure emphasizes the repeated pain the author encountered, highlighting the theme of perseverance.

b. The stanzas that each reveal a different historical idea draw attention to the speaker’s history, which highlights the theme that history matters.

c. The repetition of the rhetorical question “Do I want to remember?” draws attention to this phrase, which highlights the theme that remembering is important, though painful.
d. The stanzas that show a shift in tone and meaning reveal the changes the speaker experienced, which highlights the theme that this man survived and now tells us his story.
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In this assessment, you will answer questions about language, structure, and theme in a new poem, “The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn, March 1942.” You will compare the structure and theme of this poem with your anchor text, Maus I.
Directions: Read the poem and answer the questions below.
The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn, March 1942
by Alexander Kimel—Holocaust Survivor
Do I want to remember?

The peaceful ghetto, before the raid:

Children shaking like leaves in the wind.

Mothers searching for a piece of bread.

Shadows, on swollen legs, moving with fear.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the creation of hell?

The shouts of the Raiders, enjoying the hunt.

Cries of the wounded, begging for life.

Faces of mothers carved with pain.

Hiding Children, dripping with fear.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, my fearful return?

Families vanished in the midst of the day.

The mass grave steaming with vapor of blood.

Mothers searching for children in vain.

The pain of the ghetto, cuts like a knife.

No, I don’t want to remember, but how can I forget?

Do I want to remember, the wailing of the night?

The doors kicked ajar, ripped feathers floating the air.

The night scented with snow-melting blood.

While the compassionate moon, is showing the way.

For the faceless shadows, searching for kin.

No, I don’t want to remember, but I cannot forget.

Do I want to remember this world upside down?

Where the departed are blessed with an instant death.

While the living condemned to a short wretched life,

And a long tortuous journey into unnamed place,

Converting Living Souls, into ashes and gas.

No. I Have to Remember and Never Let You Forget.

“The Action in the Ghetto of Rohatyn” © 2005 by Alexander Kimel. Remember.org. Web. Used by permission.
10. Read the following line from the poem:

“Do I want to remember?”

What is the function of the infinitive to remember? (L.8.1a)

a. It is functioning as a noun that represents an action.

b. It is functioning as the main verb of the sentence.

c. It is functioning as an adjective describing want.

d. It is functioning as an adjective describing I.

11. What type of figurative language is the phrase “Children shaking like leaves in the wind”? (L.8.5, L.8.5a, RL.8.4)

a. metaphor

b. personification

c. simile

d. hyperbole

12. What is the author comparing through this figurative language and why? (L.8.5, L.8.5a, RL.8.4)

13. Which statement best expresses a theme that arises from this poem? (RL.8.2)
a. There is a strong human will to persevere and survive in the face of hardship.

b. History matters.

c. It is valuable to recount a painful past so that this knowledge may be passed along to future generations.

d. This man survived and now tells us his story.

14. What piece of evidence best supports the theme of this poem? (RL.8.1)

15. How is this theme similar to or different from a theme in Maus I? (RL.8.2)

16. What element of structure does the author use to develop this theme? (RL.8.5)

a. chronological plot structure that flows in sequential order

b. stanzas that each reveal a different historical idea

c. repetition of the rhetorical question “Do I want to remember?”

d. stanzas that show a shift in tone and meaning

17. How is this structure different from or similar to the structure Art Spiegelman uses in 
Maus I? (RL.8.5)

18. How does the structure of this poem contribute to its meaning? (RL.8.5)
a. The chronological structure emphasizes the repeated pain the author encountered, highlighting the theme of perseverance.

b. The stanzas that each reveal a different historical idea draw attention to the speaker’s history, which highlights the theme that history matters.

c. The repetition of the rhetorical question “Do I want to remember?” draws attention to this phrase, which highlights the theme that remembering is important, though painful.

d. The stanzas that show a shift in tone and meaning reveal the changes the speaker experienced, which highlights the theme that this man survived and now tells us his story.
Copyright License
Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.
Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.
For more information, visit our Terms of Use at https://curriculum.eleducation.org/terms-of-use. 
	[image: image4.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	2

	© 2019© 2019 EL Education Inc.




	[image: image3.png][T Education Language Arts Curriculum




	 
	1

	© 2019 EL Education Inc.



[image: image3.png][image: image4.emf]