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	Voices of the Holocaust
	Grade 8: Module 3: Performance Task 



Performance Task Overview 
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  Summary of Task
Create and Present a Graphic Panel Depiction of a Fictional Holocaust Upstander

This performance task gives students the opportunity to present the graphic panels they create. Throughout Unit 1 of this module, students learn about the Holocaust and explore the graphic novel Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History, which tells the story of a Holocaust survivor. In Unit 2 of this module, students explore poems and memoirs that highlight the different voices of victims and survivors of the Holocaust. Throughout Unit 3, students read the accounts of upstanders who took action during the Holocaust. Students then create a fictional profile of an imaginary upstander and write a narrative of a fictional interview. For their performance task, students create graphic panels to represent a key moment of their narrative and write a reflection on the work they have created. Students present their panels to an audience and answer questions about their work.

Format

Students create graphic panels to visually depict a key moment from the narrative they wrote in Unit 3. Students write a reflection answering questions about their work. Students answer these questions and other questions from audience members, who will take time to review their graphic panels and jot down what they notice and wonder.

Standards Addressed through This Task

The performance tasks at the end of every module are neither formative nor summative assessments. They are not formative since they come at the end of the module, concluding students’ learning about the module topic and the literacy skills they have built over eight or nine weeks. However, they are also not summative because they are heavily scaffolded to help students create high-quality work, and so are not a strong measure of what students can do independently. For these reasons, we do not recommend analyzing performance tasks with the same lens used to analyze assessments. Consider looking at students’ performance tasks through the lens of the attributes of high-quality student work (authenticity, complexity, and craftsmanship). Below are questions to keep in mind when considering these attributes:

· Authenticity: Does the student demonstrate interest and investment in their graphic panel and their fictional upstander? Does the student provide appropriate explanations of how they created their work and what effect they wanted to achieve? Do students address the intended audience appropriately and engagingly? 

· Complexity: Does the student demonstrate deep knowledge of the Holocaust? Has the student effectively communicated a key moment from their narrative through a graphic panel? 

· Craftsmanship: Do the visual elements in the exhibit help to tell the story of the narrative? Is the student’s writing and drawing accurate and thoughtfully crafted? Do students speak carefully, with attention to purpose and audience? Has the student successfully incorporated peer feedback on the content and presentation?

The following standards are addressed, but not assessed:

· W.8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

· W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1–3 above.)

· W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1–3 up to and including grade 8.)

· SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly.

· SL.8.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3 for specific expectations.)

· L.8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking.

· L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

· L.8.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening.

· L.8.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description

Throughout Units 1 and 2, you read Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History, explored the history of the Holocaust, and studied victims and survivors of this genocide. Throughout Unit 3, you studied upstanders of the Holocaust and how they risked their own safety to protect the lives of the Jewish people as they faced persecution at the hands of Hitler’s Nazi army. You wrote a short narrative that interviewed an imagined Holocaust upstander based on the historical heroes you studied. Now, you will create a graphic panel to visually represent a section of your narrative, similar to the graphic novel anchor text. You will present your graphic panel to an audience and answer questions.

[image: image2.jpg]


 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)
Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria, offer additional criteria, and work with their teacher to construct a criteria list by which their work will be critiqued and formally assessed.

Your performance task will include will include the following elements:

· At least six panels that portray a moment from your Unit 3 narrative (panel should cover one to two pages of 8.5 x 11 paper)

· At least one example of dialogue

· At least one example of a domain-specific vocabulary word and one example of an academic vocabulary word you have acquired in this module

· Visuals that portray the description and dialogue in each panel

· A written reflection on the work you have created, which you will present orally to your audience

· Prompt cards with speaking points about your reflection on the planning process for the graphic panels (you will refer to these prompt cards during your presentation)

· Time to answer questions from your audience members
Options for Students

· Extension (digital): Students could create a digital version of their panels using and editing photos found online or creating their own digital graphics. Students could also compile their digital copies of their panels and create a class website.

· Students could work in groups to create a group panel with multiple pages to represent a longer narrative piece.

Options for Teachers

· If time permits, provide additional in-class time for students to work on their panels and to peer-review one another’s work to ensure quality and consistency among panels.

· For teachers unable to organize an event for community members, students may present their panels to their own class, to other classes in the school, or to parents or other adults.

Performance Task Anchor Chart

W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, SL.8.1, SL.8.6, L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3, L.8.6

Throughout Units 1 and 2, you read Maus I: A Survivor’s Tale: My Father Bleeds History, explored the history of the Holocaust, and studied victims and survivors of this genocide. Throughout Unit 3, you studied upstanders of the Holocaust and how they risked their own safety to protect the lives of the Jewish people as they faced persecution at the hands of Hitler’s Nazi army. You wrote a short narrative that interviewed an imagined Holocaust upstander based on the historical heroes you studied. Now, you will create graphic panels to visually represent a section of your narrative, similar to the graphic novel anchor text. You will present your graphic panels to an audience and answer questions.
Your presentation will include the following:

· At least six panels, that portray a moment from your Unit 3 narrative (panel should cover one to two pages of 8.5" × 11" paper)
· At least one example of dialogue
· At least one example of a domain specific vocabulary word and one example of an academic vocabulary word you have acquired in this module 
· Visuals that portray the description and dialogue in each panel
· A written reflection on the work you have created, which you will present orally to your audience
· Prompt cards with speaking points about your reflection on the planning process for the graphic panels. You will refer to these prompt cards during your presentation.
· Time to answer questions from your audience members

Model Performance Task Reflection

Name:
Date:


Directions: Use the prompts in the following graphic organizer to draft your performance task reflection.
	Why did you choose to explode this moment of your narrative into this visual format?
	What did you want viewers to take away from these panels? What artistic techniques did you use to achieve this?
	What new information about the Holocaust or about being an upstander can your audience learn from what you wrote and drew?

	· Anna Jensen vivid description 
· represents countless tragic Holocaust experiences 
· help remember injustices/horrors, Jewish people suffered
	· Wanted viewers to feel dark and somber tone; used only dark pencil
· Wanted viewers to understand Anna’s distress; showed her upset face and thought bubble: “Dear God, no.”
	· People can learn about Holocaust
· Like the baker, many were taken/killed by Nazis
· Remember this so it never happens again
· Help people learn/have empathy

	In the interview, Anna Jensen describes the scene I drew very vividly. This is one incident, but it represents the countless tragic experiences of many Jewish people during the Holocaust. I felt that capturing this incident in visual format would help us to remember the injustices and horrors done to Jewish people in the Holocaust. I wanted viewers to feel the dark and somber tone of this moment, so I used only dark pencil. I also wanted viewers to understand Anna’s distress, so I showed drew her upset facial expression and included a thought bubble with her words, “Dear God, no.” For those not familiar with Holocaust, they can learn about the kinds of things that were done to Jewish people. Like the baker in my narrative, many people were taken from their homes and everyday lives by the Nazis to meet their death. We have to remember that this happened so that it never happens again. The visual representation brings the story to life in a new way and will hopefully help people to learn from these events, to have empathy for people like Anna who survived, and to honor those who did not.


Performance Task Reflection Graphic Organizer

Name:
Date:


Directions: Use the prompts in the graphic organizer to draft your performance task reflection.
	Why did you choose to explode this moment of your narrative into this visual format?
	What did you want viewers to take away from these panels? What artistic techniques did you use to achieve this?
	What new information about the Holocaust or about being an upstander can your audience learn from what you wrote and drew?

	
	
	


Model Performance Task Prompt Cards

Name:
Date:


Directions: Use the following three prompt cards to record the key speaking points from your reflection that will help you present your graphic panels for the performance task.
	· My graphic panels capture a tragic experience of an imagined upstander, Anna Jensen, which visually captures the horrific incidents of the Holocaust.


	· I wanted viewers to feel the dark and somber tone of this moment, so I used only dark pencil. 
· I also wanted viewers to understand Anna’s distress, so I showed drew her upset facial expression and included a speech bubble with her words, “Dear God, no.”


	· I want people to learn about the ways Jewish people, like the baker, were taken from their everyday lives and murdered by the Nazis.
· We have to remember that this happened so that it never happens again and hopefully my visual will help people to have empathy for victims.


Performance Task Presentation Note-Catcher

Name:
Date:


Directions: Use this note-catcher to record notices and wonders about the panel.
Student Presenter ___________________________ Upstander __________________________
	Notices
	Wonders

	
	

	Additional Notes

	


Q & A Directions: Engage each student by asking them the following questions:

· Why did you choose to “explode” this moment of your narrative into this visual format?
· How did you plan your panels? What process and tools did you use to create your panels?
· What new information about the Holocaust or about being an upstander can your audience learn from what you wrote and drew?
· Please feel free to ask additional questions that come up to each student you visit.
Takeaways and Feedback: We would appreciate your feedback to help us with presentations in the future. If you have the time to answer the following questions and fill in the chart with any insights you have without using any student names that would be helpful.
· Please consider sharing any lasting takeaways or feedback you have about
· the content (Holocaust events or experiences, upstander characteristics, etc.),
· the process (creating graphic panels, representing experiences in graphic panels, etc.),
· the student work and presentation (the quality of their work, their willingness to answer questions, and their preparedness, eye contact, what they did well, what suggestions you have, etc.), or
· any additional comments.
	Takeaways
	Feedback
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