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	End of Unit 2 Assessment, Parts I and II: Write a Literary Argument Essay


(For Teacher Reference)
In Part I of the assessment, write a literary argument discussing how three works from the Harlem Renaissance best demonstrate the theme of dreams motivating people to bring a sense of purpose to life. In Part II, students revise and edit their essays.
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	CCSS Assessed


· W.7.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.

· W.7.1a: Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

· W.7.1b: Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

· W.7.1c: Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), reasons, and evidence.

· W.7.1d: Establish and maintain a formal style.

· W.7.1e: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.

· W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.)

· W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources.

· W.7.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· W.7.9a: Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history”).

· W.7.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.7.1.a: Explain the function of phrases and clauses in general and their function in specific sentences.

· L.7.1.b: Choose among simple, compound, complex, and compound-complex sentences to signal differing relationships among ideas.
End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Write a Literary Argument Essay

(Example for Teacher Reference)
Write an Essay
Use all rows on the Grade 7 Argument Writing rubric and the sample proficient response to assess student writing. Save a copy of the scored essays to use for in continuing assessment. These pieces can be used to measure the progress of individual students throughout the year, as well as to identify common instructional needs in a class. (W.7.1, W.7.1a, W.7.1b, W.7.1c, W.7.1d, W.7.1e, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.9, W.7.9a, W.7.10)

Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3 (For Teacher Reference)

W.7.1a Acknowledges an alternate claim that many works show this theme.

W.7.1a Introduces claim and organizes points with a main claim statement.

W.7.1b Supports point with relevant evidence such as quotes from the text and reasoning that explains the evidence.

The writers and artists of the Harlem Renaissance had many messages to convey, but one of the most important was the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life. Many of the works of the Harlem Renaissance showed how important dreams are to one’s life. Of the works we’ve studied so far, however, the story “His Motto” and the poems “Calling Dreams” and “I Shall Return” most clearly demonstrate the theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life.

The story “His Motto” by Lottie Burrell Dixon clearly shows how dreams motivate people and bring a sense of purpose. The description of the setting shows Robert Hilton’s worth ethic. The “shelf of books” and the equipment in his shack show this hard work. His shack also has “pictures of aviators and drawings of aeroplanes.” These show how Hilton dreams of big things in his life. The motto from Abraham Lincoln confirms this. Lincoln’s motto says he will “study and make ready and maybe my chance will come.” Hilton does exactly that, and he is rewarded with an opportunity of a lifetime when he successfully sends Durmont’s message. Taken together, these details from the story show how dreams can motivate people to work hard and achieve what they desire.

In her poem “Calling Dreams,” Georgia Douglas Johnson develops the same theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose. The speaker of the poem speaks of her “right to make [her] dreams come true” (1). Like in Dixon’s story, dreams are goals that we have to work hard to achieve. Johnson uses figurative language to develop this idea. She writes that she has had her heart “against the ground” (5) where it has “beat the dusty years” (6). In other words, she has been kept down, not achieving her goals. Yet she ends the poem by explaining that she is now standing up. “I rise! I wake!” (7) she writes. Then she strides “into the morning break” (8) with the determination to achieve her dreams. This ending confirms that the poem powerfully shows how dreams and determination can bring meaning and purpose to one’s life.

W.7.1d Maintains a formal tone by beginning sentences with yet and then instead of but and and.

W.7.1c Uses phrases like Just like Hughes . . . to clarify the relationship between ideas.

W.7.9a Draws evidence from literary texts to support analysis.

W.7.1e Provides a conclusion that follows from and supports the argument.

Just like Hughes and Johnson, Claude McKay clearly develops the theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life with his poem “I Shall Return.” The poem is about the desire to go back to a homeland. Using figurative language, the author describes the “sapphire skies” (4) and the “dear delicious tunes” (10) of home. The structure of the poem shows this longing. It ends with the statement that he “shall return” (13) to ease his mind of “long, long years of pain” (14). It is clear that home brings peace for the speaker. He says that he wishes to “realize once more [his] thousand dreams of waters rushing down the mountain passes.” These images of home are like dreams for him. And it is clear these dreams motivate him. This poem strongly shows the theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life.

Dixon, Johnson, and McKay all powerfully develop the theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life. The theme is presented differently in each piece, but it shines through strongly in all three works. Dixon shows how one boy’s determination to follow his ambition results in a great opportunity. Johnson explains how dreams give her the determination to reach her goals. McKay uses images of his home to communicate what he longs for, and his promise to return. A curated collection of works in a museum centers around a common theme, and these three works strongly celebrate the power of dreams to motivate us and bring a sense of purpose to life. Dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance to remember who they are and become who they wanted to be. In dreams, and the determination to follow them, they found the meaning and purpose to live a fulfilled life.

End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part I: Write a Literary Argument Essay

Name:
Date:

Write an Essay

Directions: As a curator, you have decided to create a Harlem Renaissance exhibit focusing on the theme of the power of dreams to motivate people and bring a sense of purpose to life. Choose three works that most powerfully illustrate this theme, and plan and write an argument essay defending your claim about why these works are such a powerful illustration of this theme.

REMEMBER: A well-written literary argument 

· includes an introduction giving readers the context they need to understand the topic or text;

· fairly acknowledges the counter-argument;

· clearly states a claim and stays focused on supporting that claim throughout the piece;

· uses accurate and relevant evidence and reasoning to support the points;

· groups information logically, in a way that makes the points clear to the reader; 

· uses words and phrases to connect the reasons to the claim;

· includes a conclusion supporting the argument and restates the claim;

· uses a formal style; and

· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can complete the steps below:

1. Spend a few minutes reviewing your note-catchers and texts from Units 1 and 2. You will use these resources to plan your essay before writing. 

2. Plan the essay on your Argument Writing Plan graphic organizer or one you create yourself. The planner will not be scored; only your essay itself will be assessed.

3. Draft the essay.

4. Use the Argument Writing Checklist to revise and edit your essay.

5. Reread your essay checking for effective evidence and organization.

6. Check your essay for spelling, punctuation, and grammar mistakes.

Use the following documents to assist you in writing your essay:

· Note-catchers from Module 3, Units 1 and 2

· Texts and artwork from Module 3, Units 1 and 2: Shuffle Along, “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” “Calling Dreams,” “Hope,” “I Shall Return,” Ethiopia Awakening, African Phantasy: Awakening, “The Negro Speaks of Rivers,” “His Motto,” and “The Boy and the Bayonet”

· Argument Writing checklist

· Argument Writing Plan graphic organizer

· Vocabulary log (from Unit 1, Lesson 2, Work Time A)

· Online or print dictionaries (including ELL and home language dictionaries)

Revision Rubric

(For Teacher Reference)
End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Revise and Edit
Students revise the draft of their argument essays about three texts from the Harlem Renaissance that most develop the theme of the power of dreams to give purpose to life, focusing on their effective use of different types of phrases, clauses, and sentences. Students use a word processor to type a final draft of their essay.

Use the rubric and the changes highlighted on the draft to assess student progress.

	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Revises
	Makes revisions suggested as well as additional revisions that improve the quality of the piece
	Responds positively to feedback, making most revisions suggested
	Responds to feedback, making some revisions suggested
	Few or no changes made

	Edits
	Makes corrections suggested and identifies and corrects other errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics
	Responds positively to feedback, making all corrections suggested
	Responds to feedback, making most corrections suggested
	Few or no changes made


End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part II: Revise and Edit

W.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.1a, L.7.1b
Name:
Date:

Directions: Exchange your essays with your partner, and follow the Tuning protocol directions (on a separate handout), focusing on giving feedback on the different types of sentences in Proof Paragraph 1. If time allows, you can also give feedback on the types of sentences in Proof Paragraphs 2 and 3. (W.7.5)

Remember the following definitions:

	Sentence Types

	simple sentence
	one independent clause

	compound sentence 
	two or more independent clauses; joined by a comma and a conjunction or a semicolon

	complex sentence 
	one independent clause with one or more dependent clause

	compound-complex sentence 
	two or more independent clauses with one or more dependent clause


Other Definitions:
phrase: a group of words that modifies or tells more about a noun, verb, or adverb in a sentence

independent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that tells a complete thought

dependent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that doesn’t tell a complete thought; modifies or tells more about the independent clause

Directions: Once you have given and received feedback on types of sentences in Proof Paragraph 1, revise your Proof Paragraph to improve sentence variety.

7. Reread the draft of your essay.

8. Read the feedback and consider how you can use this feedback to improve your work. You may or may not agree with all the feedback, but you should consider it and incorporate the suggestions that you agree will improve your piece. 

9. Revise your first (and, if applicable, second or third) Proof Paragraph to improve your sentence variety, clearly marking what revisions you have made using a colored pencil.

End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part III: Types of Sentences, Phrases, and Clauses 

L.7.1, L.7.1a, L.7.1b
(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Remember the following definitions:
	Sentence Types

	simple sentence
	one independent clause

	compound sentence 
	two or more independent clauses; joined by a comma and a conjunction or a semicolon

	complex sentence 
	one independent clause with one or more dependent clause

	compound-complex sentence 
	two or more independent clauses with one or more dependent clause


Other Definitions:
phrase: a group of words that modifies or tells more about a noun, verb, or adverb in a sentence

independent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that tells a complete thought

dependent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that doesn’t tell a complete thought; modifies or tells more about the independent clause

Part I

Directions: Imagine that you are writing an essay on themes of the Harlem Renaissance. Complete the sentence stems below using and, but, and however to create a variety of sentences for your essay. 

Answers will vary, but may include:
Stem: The theme is presented differently in each piece

1. The theme is presented differently in each piece, and each writer focuses on a different aspect of the theme.

2. The theme is presented differently in each piece, but it shines through strongly in all three works.

3. The theme is presented differently in each piece; however, it shines through strongly in all three works.

Part II

Directions: Use the following independent and dependent clauses to create the different types of sentences (simple, compound, and compound-complex) about the Harlem Renaissance. Add punctuation, such as commas and periods, and change capitalization as necessary. Then below each new sentence, explain the purpose of the sentence.

Clauses

which gave their works and lives meaning and purpose

dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past 

and dreams made it possible for them to become who they wanted to be

10. simple sentence:

Dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past.
purpose:

expresses one complete thought
11. compound sentence:

Dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past, and dreams made it possible for them to become who they wanted to be.
purpose:

expresses two complete and related thoughts
12. complex sentence:

Dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past, which gave their works and lives meaning and purpose.
purpose:

expresses a complete thought with a modifying idea
13. compound-complex sentence:

Dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past, and dreams made it possible for them to become who they wanted to be, which gave their works and lives meaning and purpose.
purpose:

expresses two complete and contrasting thoughts with a modifying idea
End of Unit 2 Assessment, Part III: Types of Sentences, Phrases, and Clauses 

L.7.1, L.7.1a, L.7.1b
Name:
Date:

Remember the following definitions:
	Sentence Types

	simple sentence
	one independent clause

	compound sentence 
	two or more independent clauses; joined by a comma and a conjunction or a semicolon

	complex sentence 
	one independent clause with one or more dependent clause

	compound-complex sentence 
	two or more independent clauses with one or more dependent clause


Other Definitions:
phrase: a group of words that modifies or tells more about a noun, verb, or adverb in a sentence

independent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that tells a complete thought

dependent clause: a group of words with a subject and verb that doesn’t tell a complete thought; modifies or tells more about the independent clause

Part I

Directions: Imagine that you are writing an essay on themes of the Harlem Renaissance. Complete the sentence stems below using and, but, and however to create a variety of sentences for your essay. 

Stem: The theme is presented differently in each piece

1. The theme is presented differently in each piece, and 


2. The theme is presented differently in each piece, but 

3. The theme is presented differently in each piece; however, 

Part II

Directions: Use the following independent and dependent clauses to create the different types of sentences (simple, compound, and compound-complex) about the Harlem Renaissance. Add punctuation, such as commas and periods, and change capitalization as necessary. Then below each new sentence, explain the purpose of the sentence.

Clauses

which gave their works and lives meaning and purpose

dreams helped the artists of the Harlem Renaissance remember their past 

and dreams made it possible for them to become who they wanted to be

14. simple sentence:

purpose:

15. compound sentence:

purpose:

16. complex sentence:

purpose:

17. compound-complex sentence:

purpose:
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