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	Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyze Character, Point of View, and Theme: Two Roads, Chapter 27


(For Teacher Reference)

The Module 3, Unit 2, mid-unit assessment is a reading assessment (RL.6.10). Students read chapter 27 of Two Roads and answer a selected-response question about how Cal responds to the sweat lodge ceremony (RL.6.1, RL.6.3). They then write an explanatory paragraph about how Cal’s point of view toward his visions changes as a result of the events in this chapter (RL.6.1, RL.6.3, RL.6.6, W.6.10). Students then write an objective summary of the chapter, highlighting the central ideas of the chapter and how the chapter conveys a possible theme of the novel (RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10).
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.6.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.

· RL.6.3: Describe how a particular story’s or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes as well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.

· RL.6.6: Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

· RL.6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· W.6.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Analyze Character, Point of View, and Theme: Two Roads, Chapter 27

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Teacher Note: Please also see Summarize a Literary Text Rubric for assistance in assessing item 3.

Directions: Read chapter 27 in Two Roads and answer the following questions.

1. Part A

How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony? (RL.6.3)

a. He becomes overwhelmed and self-conscious afterward.

b. He thinks the ceremony won’t do anything to help.

c. He feels relieved and energized after the ceremony.
d. He is resistant to doing the ceremony with Deacon.

Part B
Write two pieces of evidence from the text that support your answer in Part A. (RL.6.1)

“Every inch of my skin feels as if it’s on fire, yet it also feels cleansed at the same time” (280).

“When I stand up again, the air feels cool on my body and all of my senses seem more alive than I can ever remember them feeling” (281).

2. Complete the paragraph planner to explain how Cal’s point of view toward his visions changes as a result of the events in this chapter. Use evidence from the chapter to support your ideas. (RL.6.1, RL.6.3, RL.6.6, W.6.10)

Part A
Write a topic sentence that includes key words from the question (How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony?), and includes the chapter and text you are analyzing.

In chapter 27 of Two Roads by Joseph Bruchac, Cal’s point of view toward his visions changes.

Part B
Answer the question: How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony?

Cal’s experience in the sweat lodge changes how he feels about his visions. Before this chapter, Cal is still unsure about his visions. He knows Possum hinted that he knew others who had them, but he still hasn’t shared any details with him. 

After the sweat lodge ceremony, Cal realizes that his friends believe him. They also understand and honor his visions.

Part C
Cite evidence from the text to support your response.

Cal says to himself, “I’ve never told anyone about my visions before. But being in the presence of friends who understand, who don’t think such things are crazy, who even have names for the kind of seeing I’ve been experiencing makes all the difference” (281).
Deacon also helps Cal to see that there is hope, and that the visions can just be warnings and “Not what has to happen” (282).
Cal reflects, “When I’m done I actually feel a little better, as if some of the weight’s been lifted. But it’s also made that vision stronger” (282).

Part D
Explain your answer. What does this help the reader to understand?

As a result of the events in this chapter, Cal feels more confident about and relieved toward his visions and his ability to change the events he saw about his father. This helps the reader to understand that Cal is now confident enough to leave Challagi because of what he learned in his vision.

3. Write a summary of chapter 27. Remember, a summary should include: an introduction stating the title, a brief outline of what the text is about, a possible theme, details from the text to support your theme, and no opinions or judgments. (RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10)

In chapter 27 of Two Roads, Cal experiences his first sweat lodge and makes an important decision. The first part of the chapter describes what Deacon and the rest of the boys did to prepare to make the special ceremony for Cal. It also describes how Deacon led Cal through the ceremony inside the lodge. The second part of the chapter explains how Cal leaves that night to find Pop in Washington. Because of what happens in this chapter, Cal feels closely bonded with his Creek brothers, close enough to share his visions. The author writes, “As the four of us sit by the fire after the sweat, I know they are all feeling what I’m feeling. We are truly Brothers. Whatever happens from here on in we’ll always be as close as kin” (281). Deacon, Possum, and Little Coon are understanding and supportive, and they encourage and help him to leave the school to find Pop. This chapter seems to convey the theme that our friends can support us and help us as we try to uncover and understand our changing identities.

Source: Bruchac, Joseph. Two Roads. Penguin Young Readers, 2018.
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Directions: Read chapter 27 in Two Roads and answer the following questions.

4. Part A
How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony? (RL.6.3)

a. He becomes overwhelmed and self-conscious afterward.

b. He thinks the ceremony won’t do anything to help.

c. He feels relieved and energized after the ceremony.

d. He is resistant to doing the ceremony with Deacon.

Part B
Write two pieces of evidence from the text that support your answer in Part A. (RL.6.1)

5. Complete the paragraph planner to explain how Cal’s point of view toward his visions changes as a result of the events in this chapter. Use evidence from the chapter to support your ideas. (RL.6.1, RL.6.3, RL.6.6, W.6.10)

Part A
Write a topic sentence that includes key words from the question (How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony?), and includes the chapter and text you are analyzing.

Part B
Answer the question: How does Cal respond to the sweat lodge ceremony?

Part C
Cite evidence from the text to support your response.

Part D
Explain your answer. What does this help the reader to understand?

6. Write a summary of chapter 27. Remember, a summary should include: an introduction stating the title, a brief outline of what the text is about, a possible theme, details from the text to support your theme, and no opinions or judgments. (RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10)

Mid-Unit 2 Assessment: Summarize a Literary Text Rubric

RL.6.1, RL.6.2, W.6.10

(For Teacher Reference)

	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clearly introduces the text, and “wraps up” with a concluding statement that restates a central idea or theme of the text
	Introduces the text with the title and author, and “wraps up” with a concluding statement
	Missing an adequate introductory or concluding statement
	Missing introductory and concluding statements

	Accurately identifies and clearly and concisely explains a central idea and/or theme in the text
	Accurately identifies and briefly explains a central idea and/or theme in the text
	Central idea and theme of the text are absent or unclear; little or no explanation provided
	Central idea or theme is stated or explained in a way that indicates misunderstanding

	Uses well-chosen key events and supporting details, as well as quotations (where appropriate), to explain a central idea or theme of the text
	Uses key events and important details to explain a central idea or theme of the text
	Events and details used may not clearly explain a central idea or theme of the text
	Does not include events and details that explain a central idea or theme of the text

	Concisely conveys only the most important ideas and relevant details
	Conveys important ideas and details concisely
	Includes some unnecessary details
	Includes many unnecessary details and extraneous information
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