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	End of Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Structure, Language, and Theme: 
“I Shall Return”


(For Teacher Reference)
Students independently read the poem “I Shall Return” by Claude McKay. Then they answer selected response questions to analyze figurative language, connotation, structure, and theme. Students also respond to a constructed response question to analyze the development of a theme throughout the poem.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RL.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

· RL.7.5: Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning

· RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· L.7.5c: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., refined, respectful, polite, diplomatic, condescending).

· L.7.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
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(Answers for Teacher Reference)
Directions: Read the poem “I Shall Return” and answer the questions below.

1. What is the meaning of the phrase wonder-eyes in the second line of the poem? (L.7.5)

a. The speaker has poor eyesight.

b. The speaker has great eyesight.

c. The speaker is happy about what he sees.
d. The speaker is confused about what he sees.

2. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 

Reread the following stanza, and answer the questions below.

I shall return to hear the fiddle and fife 

Of village dances, dear delicious tunes 

That stir the hidden depths of native life,

Stray melodies of dim remembered runes.

Part A

How does this stanza develop meaning in the poem? (RL.7.5)

a. by adding descriptions of human activity
b. by explaining why the speaker first left home

c. by contradicting the images that came before

d. by showing how the speaker first discovered his home

Part B
How does the rhyming in this stanza add to the meaning of the poem?

e. by showing the results of actions the speaker has taken

f. by drawing connections between the ideas being discussed
g. by developing contrasts between positive and negative events

h. by suggesting the speaker is taking the advice of others about home

3. How do the phrases hidden depths and dim remembered contribute meaning to the text? (RL.7.4)

a. by suggesting how the celebrations bring the past alive
b. by demonstrating the author’s confusion about what is happening

c. by explaining how the author first discovered certain kinds of songs

d. by giving a reason why the author may not want to return home

4. Reread the following line from the poem and answer the question below.

“At golden noon the forest fires burn” (3)

What is the connotation of the word golden in this line? (L.7.5c)

a. hidden

b. beautiful
c. important

d. dangerous

5. What is the effect of the repetition of I shall return to begin each stanza? (RL.7.5)

a. They emphasize what the speaker longs to see again.
b. They explain why the speaker has to argue his point.

c. They demonstrate a new understanding of what home is.

d. They show the speaker coming to a new decision for each stanza.

6. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What is a theme of the poem? (RL.7.2)

a. Some memories are too difficult to consider.

b. Home can hold a special meaning for people.
c. There is danger in thinking too much about the past.

d. Nature can be more comforting than people at times.

Part B
How is this theme developed? (RL.7.2)

e. by describing the things the speaker misses
f. by explaining how easy it is to forget certain things

g. by showing why nature is superior to large gatherings

h. by explaining how the speaker changes his mind over time

7. How does the last line of the poem develop the theme? (RL.7.2)

a. by revealing that the speaker will be home soon

b. by showing the power of home for the speaker
c. by making the idea of home seem more complicated

d. by introducing a new idea about home the speaker has

8. Write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme, and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5, L.7.6)

Answers will vary, but may include: The speaker of “I Shall Return” by Claude McKay expresses his desire to “return,” most likely to his home. A theme of the poem is that home holds a special meaning for people. The author develops the theme by structuring each stanza as a list of things he wishes to see on returning home. The author also uses figurative language such as “sapphire skies” and “delicious tunes” to show how much the speaker misses home. The author rhymes at the end of every-other line (“fife” and “life”) throughout the poem to draw connections between his memories and how they make him feel. Finally, the author ends the poem by stating that the speaker is going home 
“to ease my mind of long, long years of pain.” This shows how home can hold a special meaning for people.
Source: McKay, Claude. “I Shall Return.” Harlem Shadows: The Poems of Claude McKay. Harcourt, Brace and Company. 1922. Internet Archive. Web. 
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Directions: Read the poem “I Shall Return” and answer the questions below.

9. What is the meaning of the phrase wonder-eyes in the second line of the poem? (L.7.5)

a. The speaker has poor eyesight.

b. The speaker has great eyesight.

c. The speaker is happy about what he sees.

d. The speaker is confused about what he sees.

10. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B. 

Reread the following stanza, and answer the questions below.

I shall return to hear the fiddle and fife 

Of village dances, dear delicious tunes 

That stir the hidden depths of native life,

Stray melodies of dim remembered runes.

Part A

How does this stanza develop meaning in the poem? (RL.7.5)

a. by adding descriptions of human activity

b. by explaining why the speaker first left home

c. by contradicting the images that came before

d. by showing how the speaker first discovered his home

Part B
How does the rhyming in this stanza add to the meaning of the poem?

e. by showing the results of actions the speaker has taken

f. by drawing connections between the ideas being discussed

g. by developing contrasts between positive and negative events

h. by suggesting the speaker is taking the advice of others about home

11. How do the phrases hidden depths and dim remembered contribute meaning to the text? (RL.7.4)

a. by suggesting how the celebrations bring the past alive

b. by demonstrating the author’s confusion about what is happening

c. by explaining how the author first discovered certain kinds of songs

d. by giving a reason why the author may not want to return home

12. Reread the following line from the poem and answer the question below.

“At golden noon the forest fires burn” (3)

What is the connotation of the word golden in this line? (L.7.5c)

a. hidden

b. beautiful

c. important

d. dangerous

13. What is the effect of the repetition of I shall return to begin each stanza? (RL.7.5)

a. They emphasize what the speaker longs to see again.

b. They explain why the speaker has to argue his point.

c. They demonstrate a new understanding of what home is.

d. They show the speaker coming to a new decision for each stanza.

14. This question has two parts. First, answer Part A. Then, answer Part B.

Part A
What is a theme of the poem? (RL.7.2)

a. Some memories are too difficult to consider.

b. Home can hold a special meaning for people.

c. There is danger in thinking too much about the past.

d. Nature can be more comforting than people at times.

Part B
How is this theme developed? (RL.7.2)

e. by describing the things the speaker misses

f. by explaining how easy it is to forget certain things

g. by showing why nature is superior to large gatherings

h. by explaining how the speaker changes his mind over time

15. How does the last line of the poem develop the theme? (RL.7.2)

a. by revealing that the speaker will be home soon

b. by showing the power of home for the speaker

c. by making the idea of home seem more complicated

d. by introducing a new idea about home the speaker has

16. Write a paragraph explaining how the poet uses structure and language to develop a theme. Be sure to introduce the poem, state the theme and support your interpretation with specific references to the structure and the language in the text. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2, RL.7.4, RL.7.5, L.7.5, L.7.6)
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