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Performance Task Overview
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 Summary of Task
Illustrated Ebook: Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan

Throughout Unit 3, students plan, write, and revise a narrative for third-grade, elementary school students telling the story of a Lost Boy or Girl of Sudan. For the performance task, students create an illustrated ebook for their narrative with an informative foreword explaining the context of the story (the second Sudanese civil war) and the habits of character evident in the story they have written.

Format

Illustrated ebook

Standards Addressed through This Task

The performance tasks at the end of every module are neither formative nor summative assessments. They are not formative since they come at the end of the module, concluding students’ learning about the module topic and the literacy skills they have built over eight or nine weeks. However, they are also not summative because they are heavily scaffolded to help students create high-quality work and so are not a strong measure of what students can do independently. For these reasons, we do not recommend analyzing performance tasks with the same lens you might use to analyze assessments. Consider looking at students’ performance tasks through the lens of the attributes of high-quality student work (authenticity, complexity, craftsmanship):

· RI.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· W.7.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

· W.7.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.

· W.7.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
· W.7.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 7.)

· W.7.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

· W.7.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· W.7.9b: Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. "Trace and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient to support the claims").

· W.7.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.7.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description

Throughout Unit 3, you planned, wrote, and revised a narrative telling the story of a Lost Boy or Girl of Sudan for third-grade, elementary school students. Now you are going to create an illustrated ebook of your story, including a foreword explaining the second Sudanese civil war and the habits of character evident in the story you have written.
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria, offer additional criteria, and work with their teacher to construct a criteria list by which their work will be critiqued and formally assessed.

Your illustrated ebook will include

· a cover page with title,

· an informative author’s note describing your research and the habits of character evident in the story you have written,

· a story about a Lost Boy or Girl,

· multimedia like images and software to make an ebook,

· the chance to present to younger students (spread into manageable chunks for elementary school students to understand),

· a cover page with title, and

· thoughtful use of transitions and pacing throughout.

Options for Students

· Extension (literacy and digital): Students could record an audio version of their narrative to accompany their ebook page by page.

· If other ebook-making programs are not available, students could use a program like PowerPoint or Google Slides to create their ebook.

· Students could work in pairs to create an ebook, sharing the workload of creating illustrations.

· Students could create the illustrations by hand or digitally. For students who can’t or don’t have the time to draw or find images, another option is for teachers or students to find images online. Students can then modify these images by changing size, shape, and coloring, which will allow them to match the tone and content of their narratives and to take pride in producing beautiful work. Finally, if none of these options work, students can use the illustrations of A Long Walk to Water by Jim Averbeck provided in the Unit 1, Lesson 6 Teacher Supporting Materials.

Options for Teachers

· If possible, partner with an art teacher for students to begin creating illustrations for their narratives in art class. ( If necessary for context, share with the art teacher the illustrations from the children’s book Brothers in Hope: The Story of the Lost Boys of Sudan by Mary Luana Williams. Or, if students have access to or can be given access to art supplies, they can create their illustrations for homework. Students will have a sense of the illustrations they want to create beginning in Unit 3, Lesson 4. Encourage them to use any medium to create the illustrations (paint, marker, crayon, colored pencil, torn paper, photographs, etc.).

· If technology is not available for students to create ebooks, students could create handwritten picture books instead.

· Students could share ebooks with elementary school students in a launch event at a school, local library, or bookstore.
Performance Task Anchor Chart

RI.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.9b, W.7.10, L.7.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Students, create an illustrated ebook of your narrative with an informative foreword explaining the context of the Lost Child’s story and the habits of character evident in your stories.
Your illustrated ebook will include:

· a cover page with title,

· an informative author’s note describing your research and the habits of character evident in the story you have written,

· a story about a Lost Boy or Girl,

· multimedia like images and software to make an ebook,

· the chance to present to younger students (spread into manageable chunks for elementary school students to understand),

· a cover page with title, and

· thoughtful use of transitions and pacing throughout.

Performance Task Anchor Chart—Revised

RI.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.9b, W.7.10, L.7.6

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Students will create an illustrated ebook of their narrative with an informative foreword explaining the context of the Lost Child’s story and the habits of character evident in their stories.

Your illustrated ebook will include:

· a cover page with title,

· an informative author’s note describing your research and the habits of character evident in the story you have written,
· a story about a Lost Boy or Girl,
· multimedia like images and software to make an ebook,
· the chance to present to younger students (spread into manageable chunks for elementary school students to understand),
· a cover page with title, and

· thoughtful use of transitions and pacing throughout.
(Boldface indicates possible student revisions to the anchor chart from Unit 3, Lesson 9.)

Performance Task Directions

RI.7.1, W.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.9.b, W.7.10

Name:
Date:


After reading A Long Walk to Water and supporting informational material, create an ebook of the narrative you’ve written to tell the story of a Lost Boy or Girl of Sudan. Your narrative will be for third-grade students and will most likely be read aloud by a teacher or by you, the writer. Your narrative should display the habits of character that allowed the Lost Boys and Girls of Sudan to survive their journeys. Use details and examples from your research to develop your narrative, including key events and settings. Clearly organize your narrative by using transitional words and phrases as well as techniques such as dialogue and description to change the pace of the story.
An effective performance task includes
· a cover page with title,

· an informative author’s note describing your research and the habits of character evident in the story you have written,

· a story about a Lost Boy or Girl,

· multimedia like images and software to make an ebook,

· the chance to present to younger students (spread into manageable chunks for third-grade students to understand),

· a cover page with title, and

· thoughtful use of transitions and pacing throughout.
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