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	End of Unit 3 Assessment: Write a Narrative


(For Teacher Reference)

Throughout Unit 3, students plan a revised scene of The Lightning Thief told from the point of view of a new character who is a friend of Percy Jackson and the child of one of the Greek gods or another figure from a traditional story. In the End of Unit 3 Assessment, students use those plans to compose their narrative.
Students will be assessed on their ability to introduce characters and the setting; develop a well-written narrative; organize events in a logical sequence; pace the narrative with dialogue, description, and transition words to create suspense; use precise words and phrases and sensory language to convey experiences and events; and follow the rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).
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	CCSS Assessed


· W.6.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.
· W.6.3a: Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
· W.6.3b: Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
· W.6.3c: Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.
· W.6.3d: Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.
· W.6.3e: Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.
· W.6.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)
· W.6.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of three pages in a single sitting.
· W.6.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
End of Unit 3 Assessment: Write a Narrative
(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Use all rows on the Grade 6 Narrative Writing rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing.
Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference:

W.6.3a: Engages and orients reader; establishes context; introduces narrator/characters. Opening paragraph introduces characters and setting.



W.6.9: Connections to sources contribute to narrative. Specific power/gift of researched Greek god is clearly introduced.





W.6.3a: Organized event sequence unfolds naturally and logically. Events lead logically from one to next based on events in anchor text.









W.6.3b: Narrative techniques develop experiences, events and/or characters. Dialogue and description used to slow pace.







W.6.4, W.6.3d: Precise words/phrases, descriptive details, and sensory language convey events and explain narrator’s feelings when lady turns into a lizard.

Having finished our tour of the Gateway Arch, Percy steered me, Grover, and Annabeth toward the elevator. Because of the two tourists already inside, there wasn’t room for him.

The park ranger said, “Next car, sir.”

I had a bad feeling about us being split up. I quickly hopped out of the car to stay with Percy. While my father, Hypnos, wasn’t a warrior like some of the others, I did inherit some skills from him that might help Percy if he got into trouble. Putting people to sleep can sometimes come in handy.

The only people left on the observation deck were the two of us, a little boy with his parents, the park ranger, and the fat lady holding her Chihuahua. The Chihuahua jumped down and started ferociously yapping at Percy. Baring its teeth, white foam dripped from its black lips like frothy milk on a cappuccino.

“Well, son,” the fat lady sighed. “If you insist.”

The color drained from Percy’s face. “Um, did you just call that Chihuahua your son?” 

“Chimera, dear,” the fat lady corrected. “Not a Chihuahua. It’s an easy mistake to make. And I am the Mother of Monsters, the terrible Echidna.”

This was seriously bad news. Echidna rolled up her sleeves, revealing scaly, green skin. Her eyes were sideways slits like a reptile’s and her smile exposed her fangs. Her dog was getting louder. With each bark it grew in size.

L.6.1: Some grammar and usage errors are present, but no systematic pattern is displayed. Conventions are mostly accurate.
























L.6.2: Adequate use of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. Conventions are mostly accurate.






















W.6.3c: Varied transition words, phrases, and clauses convey sequence, signal time/setting shifts. Narrator expects traumatic event but finds peaceful scene instead; this indicates time has passed.




Somewhere in the distance, I heard the little boy scream. This snapped me back to my senses. I had to pull myself together to protect Percy and the innocent tourists. I felt in my pocket for my drawstring bag of sleeping powder. The powder was a combination of dried jasmine, lavender, and valerian root, one of the few tips my father taught me. The texture of the chapped velvet bag brought me some relief.

The Chimera had the head of a lion with a blood-caked mane, the body and hooves of a giant goat, and a serpent for a tail. Percy was standing about ten feet from its bloody maw. One move and the monster would take him down. 

I gasped as the Chimera charged at Percy gnashing its teeth. My sleeping powder wouldn’t have much effect at this distance. I needed to get closer to Echidna and the Chimera for my plan to work.

I reached into the drawstring bag in my pocket and grabbed a handful of the soft powder. I ran as far from the family as I could and yelled, “Hey, you! Yes, you, you giant ugly dog.”

In a flash, the Chimera turned and ran towards me - teeth gnashing, ready to bite. Percy yelled a warning, “Parker, watch out for the fire!” Right on cue, the Chimera opened its mouth, emitting a stench like an overused barbecue pit. The Chimera shot a column of flame straight at me.

I dove through the explosion. The carpet burst into flames. The heat was so intense, it nearly seared off my eyebrows. Where I had been standing a moment before was a ragged hole in the side of the Arch, with melted metal steaming around the edges. Great, I thought. We just blowtorched a national monument.

I ran away from Percy yelling, “Come and get me, barbeque breath!” The Chimera whipped around again and charged toward me. As he opened his mouth wide to take the final bite that would finish me off, I could see the huge tonsils in the back of his throat. I threw my handful of powder into his mouth, simultaneously calling out, “Father, Hypnos, please help me.” I waited for the inevitable searing pain as his massive canine teeth entered my flesh. I heard a howl from Echidna, followed by a huge thud, and Percy mumbling something about his father, but then nothing. The pain I was expecting never came.


















W.6.3e: Conclusion follows from narrated experiences/events and comes back to Percy; this is important for transition to next chapter.
Instead I saw the Chimera lying on the ground with its mouth wide open. Its foamy tongue was lolling over its teeth, its paws moving as if he were happily chasing demigods in his dream. Besides the Chimera, snoring peacefully, I was alone on the platform. Everyone else had disappeared.

The emergency exit door was open, so I could only assume the others had managed to escape. But what about Percy? Did he jump into the water hoping his father, Poseidon, would save him? What I wanted was a nap. What I needed was to find Annabeth and Grover and start the search for Percy.

End of Unit 3 Assessment: Write a Narrative
Name:
Date:


Throughout this unit, you have been planning how to seamlessly insert a new character, the child of another Greek god with a unique gift or power, into an existing scene of The Lightning Thief without changing the outcome of the scene.

In this assessment, you will write the narrative you have been planning.

REMEMBER: A well-written narrative:
· Introduces the characters and setting.
· Organizes events in a logical sequence.
· Slows down the pace during the most important events and speeds it up between important events.
· Uses dialogue and description to slow down the pace.
· Uses transitional words and phrases to move time along and speed up the pace.
· Uses precise words and phrases and sensory language to convey experiences and events. 
· Follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).

Now, begin work on your narrative. Manage your time carefully so you can complete the following:

1. Draft your narrative.
2. Use the Narrative Writing checklist to revise and edit your essay.
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