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Performance Task Overview
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  Summary of Task
Class Website: Folklore of Latin America

This performance task gives students the opportunity to contribute to a whole class project. Throughout Unit 2, students write and revise a new scene for Summer of the Mariposas, modernizing a monster of their choice from Latin American folklore. In Unit 3, students write an informative essay comparing their modernized monster to its original depiction in Latin American folklore. For the performance task, each student creates a webpage for their new scene and their essay. Students’ webpages will be organized on a class website showcasing all of their work. The focus for these webpages should be on content rather than style; students will be encouraged to closely follow the style of the model website (http://eled.org/0153) and criteria list—this way, all pages within the site will look similar and attention will be drawn to the narrative stories and essays, rather than to the formatting of each webpage.

Format

Webpage as part of a class website

CCS Standards Addressed through This Task

The performance tasks at the end of every module are neither formative nor summative assessments. They are not formative since they come at the end of the module, concluding students’ learning about the module topic and the literacy skills they have built over eight or nine weeks. However, they are also not summative because they are heavily scaffolded to help students create high-quality work and so are not a strong measure of what students can do independently. For these reasons, we do not recommend analyzing performance tasks with the same lens you might use to analyze assessments. Consider looking at students’ performance tasks through the lens of the attributes of high-quality student work (authenticity, complexity, craftsmanship):

· RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.

· W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

· W.8.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others.

· W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.

· W.8.9b: Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., "Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced").

· W.8.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.

· L.8.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

Student-Friendly Writing Invitation/Task Description

Throughout Unit 2, you wrote and revised a new scene for Summer of the Mariposas in which you modernized a monster from Latin American folklore. At the end of Unit 3, you wrote an informative essay comparing and contrasting your modernized monster to the original depiction in Latin American folklore. Now, you are going to organize your narrative and your essay on a webpage. This webpage will then be organized on a class website about Latin American folklore. Your website will be shared with family and community members to broaden their knowledge and appreciation for Latin American folklore.
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 Key Criteria for Success (Aligned with CCSS ELA)

Below are key criteria students need to address when completing this task. Specific lessons during the module build in opportunities for students to understand the criteria, offer additional criteria, and work with their teacher to construct a criteria list by which their work will be critiqued and formally assessed.

Your webpage will include:

· Your new scene for Summer of the Mariposas
· A compare and contrast essay about your modernized monster and the original

Criteria for your webpage:

· Title of webpage is at the top of the page and has a larger font than the rest of the text. Suggested font size: 18.

· Text is chunked into short paragraphs that make it easy to read.

· Font of text is large and easy to read. Suggested font size: 14.

· Layout of text has left alignment, which is helpful because we read from left to right.

· Include one visual that represents the text.

· Essay is separate from the narrative and has its own subtitle.

· Offers further information for the audience to read and learn more about the topic.

Options for Students

· Extension (literacy): Students could provide an audio version of their narrative and explanation on their webpage.

· Extension (digital): Students could create an illustrated version of their narrative on slides in slideshow software and embed on their webpage.

· Students could work in groups to create a group webpage if they have all chosen the same monster from Latin American folklore.

· Students could create original artwork for their webpages to accompany their narratives. This could be done as homework or in collaboration with a school visual arts teacher.

Options for Teachers

· If technology is not available for students to create webpages, students could create a class book with handwritten and illustrated pages.

· If time permits, provide additional in-class time for students to work on their webpages and to peer-review one another’s pages to ensure quality and consistency among webpages.

· Have a website launch event in which students talk to an audience about their narratives and chosen monsters from Latin American folklore. Invite family and community members to attend and to view the website and discuss what they have learned.

Performance Task Anchor Chart

RI.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.6, W.8.9b, W.8.10, L.8.6

Throughout Unit 2, you wrote and revised a new scene for Summer of the Mariposas in which you modernized a different monster from Latin American folklore. Throughout Unit 3, you wrote an informational essay comparing and contrasting your modernization of your monster with the original folklore. Now you are going to organize your narrative and your essay on a webpage with an explanation of how and why your chosen monster was modernized in your narrative. This webpage will then be organized on a class website about Folklore of Latin America.
Your webpage will include
· your new scene for Summer of the Mariposas,
· a comparison of your modernized monster with the original, and

· any relevant media (for example, images) you would like to include.

The Folklore of Latin America Webpage Image

Directions: If you don’t have the technology to show the model website, display this image.
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[T] Folkiore of Latin America

HOME ‘MONSTERS" SITEMAP

Welcome to our class website about folklore of Latin America. During this module, we read Summer of the Mariposas by Guadalupe
Garcia McCall about five sisters who encounter characters from Latin American folklore stories, including ‘monsters' as they deliver a
dead body back to his family in Mexico

One of the monsters from Latino folkiore we explored as a class was the
Peuchen. The original story of Peuchen characterizes this monster as a
blood thirsty, flying snake that cannot be trusted. The modernized story
depicts two Peuchens that are brother and sister. The brother is just as
bloodthirsty and dangerous as the original Peuchen, but the sister is
caring and saves the five sisters from her brother. Through this
modernized depiction, the story illustrates the theme that things are not
always as they appear.

At the end of the module, we researched ‘monsters' in Latin American
folkiore and planned, wrote, and revised new scenes for Summer of the
Mariposas in which we modernized one of these ‘monsters' in the context of
the Summer of the Mariposas story.

. You can read our new scenes, as well as our rationale for our narrative
choices by clicking on the ‘Monsters' link on this website and selecting a
monster.

Plcture Attributions:

La Liorona: Stacey Posnett for EL Education

Butterflies: Charlie Cowins. *Butterfty swarm." Photograph. Flickr. 14 May 2008. Web. Used under CC BY 2.0

Peuchen: Adapted from Albent Racinet. ‘Decorative element from L'omement Polychrome." llustration. 1888. Aawpixel, Web. Public domain.
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