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	Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Determine a Central Idea


(For Teacher Reference)

Students read an essay and identify main ideas and key supporting details.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.

· RI.8.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.

· L.8.4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word's position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.8.4b: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede).

· L.8.4c: Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

· L.8.4d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).
Mid-Unit 3 Assessment: Determine a 
Central Idea

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the text below, then answer the question(s) that follow.
8M1 Model Essay

Stories written today often use modernized elements of folklore tales because those elements are still meaningful today. For example, in the case of Summer of the Mariposas, many characters are from folklore of Latin America. A flying, bloodsucking snake from Mapuche and Chilote mythology is a strong rival for any story. The Peuchen is such a creature. It can fly and suck blood. It can instantly shapeshift to change the form it takes. The Peuchen also hypnotizes its victims in order to suck their blood. It can only be defeated by a machi, a Mapuche Medicine Woman. In the new scene I have written for Summer of the Mariposas modernizing the Peuchen, I have kept many characteristics of the original monster so that it is recognizable, but I have modernized the tale by writing in two Peuchens, a brother and sister, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear. 
In some ways the two depictions are similar. Like the original character, the Peuchen in my new scene can also shapeshift. It shows itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust. When the modern Peuchen has to fight her brother Peuchen, in order to save the sisters, she instantly transforms into the traditional flying snake of the original story. As with the original, the gaze of the Peuchen in the new scene also has an impact on the victim who looks at it. The original character is described as being able to “drain them dry of their blood.” In my new scene, the first Peuchen Odilia meets describes how she has already fed on the blood of a sheep. Therefore, the girls are not in danger, as the Peuchen tells Odilia. Keeping many of the physical characteristics ensures the ‘monster’ from Latin American folklore is still recognizable in the new scene.

I have also modernized the ‘monster’ by having two Peuchens, a brother and sister. This is because I have a new purpose for writing about the monster. The monsters are different from each other. Even though they look the same, each one has different ideas about what they want from Odilia and her sisters. The female Peuchen wants to help the girls. She presents herself as a familiar woman in order to gain their trust. She wants the sisters to follow her out of danger. In contrast, her brother wants to feed on the blood of the girls. Odilia is surprised and puzzled that they are different from each other. They look the same, but they do not act the same. Having two ‘monsters’ in the story illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. A species—or people—may share the same physical characteristics. However, their individual behavior and personalities can be quite different. Even though something can look scary and like a ‘monster,’ it doesn’t mean that is the case.

I have kept many of the physical characteristics of the original Peuchen ‘monster’ in the new scene the same. This is to make sure it is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore. At the same time, I have modernized the ‘monster’ for a new purpose. This illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories. This is because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. My new version of the monster can help us see that we live in a society of individuals from many different cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and we don’t all look the same. Instead of judging people negatively by their appearance, we should celebrate this diversity. We should learn what people are really like. Hopefully readers will also understand that just because someone or something looks different, it doesn’t mean they are bad or scary. 

Sources:

Bane, T. Encyclopedia of Beasts and Monsters in Myth, Legend and Folklore. McFarland and Company, Inc., Jefferson, NC, 2016.
Hellman, R., and D. Hall. Vampire Legends and Myths. The Rosen Publishing Group, New York, 2012.
Teacher Answer: In the new scene I have written for Summer of the Mariposas modernizing the Peuchen, I have kept many characteristics of the original monster so that it is recognizable, but I have modernized the tale by writing in two Peuchens, a brother and sister, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.
1. Read this sentence from the first paragraph.
“A flying, bloodsucking snake from Mapuche and Chilote mythology is a strong rival for any story.”
What does rival most likely mean in this sentence? (RI.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.6)
a. a friend or ally for the main character
b. a very ugly creature
c. an animal or beast
d. a person or thing competing with another

2. Read these sentences from the second paragraph.
“Like the original character, the Peuchen in my new scene can also shapeshift. It shows itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust.”

Using the parts of the word and the context, what does shapeshift seem to mean?
Sample student response: to shift or change shape.

Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word shapeshift as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d, L.8.6)
Sample student response: to change one’s shape or form into another through often magical means, normally applied only to living beings.

3. “It can instantly shapeshift to change the form it takes. The Peuchen also hypnotizes its victims in order to suck their blood. It can only be defeated by a machi, a Mapuche Medicine Woman.”
What words in this sentence best help in understanding the meaning of machi? (RI.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. It can instantly shapeshift
b. a Mapuche Medicine Woman

c. also hypnotizes its victims
d. It can only be defeated
4. Part A
Which of the following is central idea in this text? (RI.8.2)

a. The Peuchen is a monster from folklore of Latin America.
b. Modernizing the Peuchen in the revised scene has emphasized the theme that judging by appearances can be misleading.

c. The Peuchen is a shapeshifter that usually takes the form of a flying snake that can hypnotize its victims to suck their blood.
d. Stories today often contain elements of traditional stories and folklore because those elements are still meaningful today.
Part B

How has the author developed this central idea over the course of the text? Select two answers that best support the answer to Part A. (RI.8.1, RI.8.2)

e. The Peuchen can fly, suck blood, and it can instantly change the form it takes.
f. Many of the physical characteristics of the monster have been maintained so it is recognizable.

g. While the brother Peuchen wants to kill Odilia and her sisters, the sister Peuchen wants to save them.
h. The reason for the two monsters is to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.

i. The Peuchen presents itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust.
j. The sisters take advantage of the Peuchens’ quarrel to escape out of the cave and into the night.
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Directions: Read the text below, then answer the question(s) that follow.

8M1 Model Essay

Stories written today often use modernized elements of folklore tales because those elements are still meaningful today. For example, in the case of Summer of the Mariposas, many characters are from folklore of Latin America. A flying, bloodsucking snake from Mapuche and Chilote mythology is a strong rival for any story. The Peuchen is such a creature. It can fly and suck blood. It can instantly shapeshift to change the form it takes. The Peuchen also hypnotizes its victims in order to suck their blood. It can only be defeated by a machi, a Mapuche Medicine Woman. In the new scene I have written for Summer of the Mariposas modernizing the Peuchen, I have kept many characteristics of the original monster so that it is recognizable, but I have modernized the tale by writing in two Peuchens, a brother and sister, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.

In some ways the two depictions are similar. Like the original character, the Peuchen in my new scene can also shapeshift. It shows itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust. When the modern Peuchen has to fight her brother Peuchen, in order to save the sisters, she instantly transforms into the traditional flying snake of the original story. As with the original, the gaze of the Peuchen in the new scene also has an impact on the victim who looks at it. The original character is described as being able to “drain them dry of their blood.” In my new scene, the first Peuchen Odilia meets describes how she has already fed on the blood of a sheep. Therefore, the girls are not in danger, as the Peuchen tells Odilia. Keeping many of the physical characteristics ensures the ‘monster’ from Latin American folklore is still recognizable in the new scene.

I have also modernized the ‘monster’ by having two Peuchens, a brother and sister. This is because I have a new purpose for writing about the monster. The monsters are different from each other. Even though they look the same, each one has different ideas about what they want from Odilia and her sisters. The female Peuchen wants to help the girls. She presents herself as a familiar woman in order to gain their trust. She wants the sisters to follow her out of danger. In contrast, her brother wants to feed on the blood of the girls. Odilia is surprised and puzzled that they are different from each other. They look the same, but they do not act the same. Having two ‘monsters’ in the story illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. A species—or people -—may share the same physical characteristics. However, their individual behavior and personalities can be quite different. Even though something can look scary and like a ‘monster,’ it doesn’t mean that is the case.

I have kept many of the physical characteristics of the original Peuchen ‘monster’ in the new scene the same. This is to make sure it is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore. At the same time, I have modernized the ‘monster’ for a new purpose. This illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories. This is because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. My new version of the monster can help us see that we live in a society of individuals from many different cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and we don’t all look the same. Instead of judging people negatively by their appearance, we should celebrate this diversity. We should learn what people are really like. Hopefully readers will also understand that just because someone or something looks different, it doesn’t mean they are bad or scary. 

Sources:

Bane, T. Encyclopedia of Beasts and Monsters in Myth, Legend and Folklore. McFarland and Company, Inc., Jefferson, NC, 2016.

Hellman, R. and Hall, D. Vampire Legends and Myths. The Rosen Publishing Group, New York, 2012.

5. Read this sentence from the first paragraph.

“A flying, bloodsucking snake from Mapuche and Chilote mythology is a strong rival for any story.”

What does rival most likely mean in this sentence? (RI.8.4, L.8.4a, L.8.6)

a. a friend or ally for the main character

b. a very ugly creature

c. an animal or beast

d. a person or thing competing with another
6. Read these sentences from the second paragraph.
“Like the original character, the Peuchen in my new scene can also shapeshift. It shows itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust.”

Using the parts of the word and the context, what does shapeshift seem to mean?

Use a print or online dictionary. Below, copy the meaning of the word shapeshift as it is used in this sentence. (L.8.4c, L.8.4d, L.8.6)

7. “It can instantly shapeshift to change the form it takes. The Peuchen also hypnotizes its victims in order to suck their blood. It can only be defeated by a machi, a Mapuche Medicine Woman.”

What words in this sentence best help in understanding the meaning of machi? (RI.8.4, L.8.4a)
a. It can instantly shapeshift

b. a Mapuche Medicine Woman
c. also hypnotizes its victims

d. It can only be defeated
8. Part A
Which of the following is central idea in this text? (RI.8.2)

a. The Peuchen is a monster from folklore of Latin America.

b. Modernizing the Peuchen in the revised scene has emphasized the theme that judging by appearances can be misleading.
c. The Peuchen is a shapeshifter that usually takes the form of a flying snake that can hypnotize its victims to suck their blood.

d. Stories today often contain elements of traditional stories and folklore because those elements are still meaningful today.

Part B

How has the author developed this central idea over the course of the text? Select two answers that best support the answer to Part A. (RI.8.1, RI.8.2)

e. The Peuchen can fly, suck blood, and it can instantly change the form it takes.

f. Many of the physical characteristics of the monster have been maintained so it is recognizable.
g. While the brother Peuchen wants to kill Odilia and her sisters, the sister Peuchen wants to save them.

h. The reason for the two monsters is to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.
i. The Peuchen presents itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust.

j. The sisters take advantage of the Peuchens’ quarrel to escape out of the cave and into the night.
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