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	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Language and Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 9


(For Teacher Reference)

In the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment, students read a new chapter of The Lightning Thief. Following the same structures gradually released in the lessons, students analyze and determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary and phrases from this chapter, including figurative language. They also explain how the author continues to develop the point of view of the narrator in The Lightning Thief. 
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.6.1: Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.6.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.
· RL.6.6: Explain how an author develops the point of view of the narrator or speaker in a text.

· RL.6.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· L.6.4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.6.4c: Consult reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

· L.6.4d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· L.6.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

· L.6.5a: Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.

· L.6.5b: Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.

· L.6.5c: Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).

· L.6.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Language and Point of View: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 9

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the excerpt from chapter 9 of The Lightning Thief. Then answer the questions below.

1. “But its presence didn’t feel evil, like my demonic math teacher Mrs. Dodds or the Minotaur.”

What word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of demonic? 
(RL.6.4, L.6.5b)
a. presence 

b. teacher

c. evil
d. Minotaur
2. “Your father’s bitterest rival is Zeus, Lord of the Sky. Your mother knew better than to trust you in an airplane. You would be in Zeus’s domain. You would never come down again alive.”

What does the word domain mean as it is used in this sentence? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a, L.6.6)
a. a mountain or high peak

b. a dangerous place

c. an area controlled by a ruler
d. the back of an airplane, near the engine
3. “Somebody else who wants to take over?” I guessed. “Yes, quite. Someone who harbors a grudge, who has been unhappy with his lot since the world was divided eons ago, whose kingdom would grow powerful with the deaths of millions.”

Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word harbors as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)
to keep (a thought or feeling, typically a negative one) in one's mind, especially secretly

4. “The article took me almost an hour to read, because the angrier I got, the more the words floated around on the page.”

Part A

Based on your understanding of the bolded figurative language above, how does Percy feel when he reads the article about his car accident? (RL.6.1, RL.6.4)

Percy feels very angry and upset.

Part B

How does the bolded figurative language above add to the reader’s understanding of how Percy feels? (RL.6.4, L.6.5a)
The words show that he is so angry and upset that he cannot even concentrate. He is having trouble finishing the article because all he can 
think about is how angry he is and can’t see the words on the page.

5. “Unless someone intervenes, unless the master bolt is found and returned to Zeus before the solstice, there will be war.”

Part A

Complete the chart below to break up the word intervene into a prefix and Latin root. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.6.4b)
	
	Word Parts and Meaning

	Prefix 
(before the root)
	inter-: between

	Root
	venire: come


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of intervene, in your own words. (RL.6.4, L.6.6)

to “come between” two things to change what happens

6. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“Finally, Eddie, our building super, delivered the worst line of all: And you shall fail to save what matters most, in the end.” 

“Finally, Eddie, our building super, delivered the worst line of all: And you shall be unsuccessful in saving what matters most, in the end.”
The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word fail affect our understanding of the first sentence given all that we know up to this point in the text? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)

a. It implies that Percy himself will not be strong or brave enough on his quest.
b. It emphasizes that Percy and his friends may not be able to save what they care about.
c. It implies that things will happen that are beyond Percy’s control.
d. It warns that Percy may be disappointed.

7. Read pages 133–134 from “Chiron smiled at me . . .” to “. . . that’s the hard part, the details.”

Part A

How has Percy’s point of view toward Mr. Brunner/Chiron changed in this chapter from the last? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)

Sample student response: Rather than seeing Chiron as strong, as he did in the last chapter when he killed the hellhound to protect Percy, Percy is beginning to see how the responsibility of caring for and worrying about Percy is taking a physical toll on Chiron.
Part B

How does the author develop Percy’s point of view toward Mr. Brunner/Chiron in this excerpt? (RL.6.6)
a. The author provides details about Percy’s appearance.

b. The author provides Mr. Brunner/Chiron’s thoughts.

c. The author provides dialogue spoken by Percy to Mr. Brunner/Chiron.

d. The author provides Percy’s observations of Mr. Brunner/Chiron’s appearance.
Part C

Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)

e. Chiron probably wanted me to say, Heck, it was nothing.

f. “If you hadn’t shot it, I’d be dead.”

g. Chiron smiled at me, but he looked tired and strained.

h. “Well that’s the hard part, the details.”

All quotations in this assessment from Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 9
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Directions: Read the excerpt from chapter 9 of The Lightning Thief. Then answer the questions below.

8. “But its presence didn’t feel evil, like my demonic math teacher Mrs. Dodds or the Minotaur.”

What word in this sentence best helps in understanding the meaning of demonic? 
(RL.6.4, L.6.5b)
a. presence

b. teacher

c. evil

d. Minotaur

9. “Your father’s bitterest rival is Zeus, Lord of the Sky. Your mother knew better than to trust you in an airplane. You would be in Zeus’s domain. You would never come down again alive.”

What does the word domain mean as it is used in this sentence? (RL.6.4, L.6.4a, L.6.6)

a. a mountain or high peak

b. a dangerous place

c. an area controlled by a ruler

d. the back of an airplane, near the engine

10. “Somebody else who wants to take over?” I guessed. “Yes, quite. Someone who harbors a grudge, who has been unhappy with his lot since the world was divided eons ago, whose kingdom would grow powerful with the deaths of millions.”

Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word harbors as it is used in this sentence. (L.6.4c, L.6.4d, L.6.6)

11. “The article took me almost an hour to read, because the angrier I got, the more the words floated around on the page.”
Part A

Based on your understanding of the bolded figurative language above, how does Percy feel when he reads the article about his car accident? (RL.6.1, RL.6.4)

Part B

How does the bolded figurative language above add to the reader’s understanding of how Percy feels? (RL.6.4, L.6.5a)

12. “Unless someone intervenes, unless the master bolt is found and returned to Zeus before the solstice, there will be war.”

Part A

Complete the chart below to break up the word intervene into a prefix and Latin root. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.6.4b)

	
	Word Parts and Meaning

	Prefix 
(before the root)
	

	Root
	venire: come


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of intervene, in your own words. (RL.6.4, L.6.6)

13. Carefully read these two sentences: 
“Finally, Eddie, our building super, delivered the worst line of all: And you shall fail to save what matters most, in the end.” 

Finally, Eddie, our building super, delivered the worst line of all: And you shall be unsuccessful in saving what matters most, in the end.
The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word fail affect our understanding of the first sentence given all that we know up to this point in the text? (RL.6.4, L.6.5c)
a. It implies that Percy himself will not be strong or brave enough on his quest.

b. It emphasizes that Percy and his friends may not be able to save what they care about.

c. It implies that things will happen that are beyond Percy’s control.

d. It warns that Percy may be disappointed.

14. Read pages 133–134 from “Chiron smiled at me . . .” to “. . . that’s the hard part, the details.”

Part A

How has Percy’s point of view toward Mr. Brunner/Chiron changed in this chapter from the last? (RL.6.1, RL.6.6)
Part B

How does the author develop Percy’s point of view toward Mr. Brunner/Chiron in this excerpt? (RL.6.6)?
a. The author provides details about Percy’s appearance.

b. The author provides Mr. Brunner/Chiron’s thoughts.

c. The author provides dialogue spoken by Percy to Mr. Brunner/Chiron.

d. The author provides Percy’s observations of Mr. Brunner/Chiron’s appearance.

Part C

Which detail from the text best supports the answer to Part A? (RL.6.1)
e. Chiron probably wanted me to say, Heck, it was nothing.

f. “If you hadn’t shot it, I’d be dead.”

g. Chiron smiled at me, but he looked tired and strained.

h. “Well that’s the hard part, the details.”

All quotations in this assessment from Riordan, Rick. Percy Jackson and the Olympians: The Lightning Thief, Chapter 9
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