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	End of Unit 3 Assessment: Write a Compare and Contrast Essay


(For Teacher Reference)

Students write the essays they have planned in the previous several lessons. In their essays, students draw on evidence to compare and contrast the depiction of a monster in folklore of Latin America with their own, modernized depiction of that monster in the narrative they wrote in Unit 2.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

· RL.8.9: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.

· RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
· W.8.2a: Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.

· W.8.2b: Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples.

· W.8.2c: Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts.

· W.8.2d: Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic.

· W.8.2e: Establish and maintain a formal style.

· W.8.2f: Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
· W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standards 1-3 above.)

· W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3 up to and including grade 8.)

· W.8.9a: Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new").

· W.8.10: Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
End of Unit 3 Assessment: Write a Compare and Contrast Essay

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Use all rows on the Grade 8 Informative Writing rubric and the sample response below to assess student writing. Save a copy of the scored essays to use as a baseline assessment. These pieces can be used to measure the progress of individual students throughout the year, as well as to identify common instructional needs in a class. 

Sample Proficient Response: Scorepoint 3, for Teacher Reference:

W.8.2a: Topic clearly and concisely introduced; previews what is to follow. Focus statement clearly communicates essay topic.


W.8.2d, L.8.6: Uses precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage topic complexity. Module topic evident in introduction.



W.8.2a. Effectively communicated and strongly maintained focus. Next two paragraphs use evidence to elaborate on focus statement.




W.8.2c: Well-chosen transitions create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. But links both parts of focus statement and the two ideas to be discussed.


W.8.2b: Effective use of various elaborative techniques. Comprehensive evidence is integrated, relevant, and specific. Quotes from original story and narrative text elaborate upon how elements of original story have been used in modernization.
Stories written today often use modernized elements of folklore tales because those elements are still meaningful today. For example, in the case of Summer of the Mariposas, many characters are from folklore of Latin America. A flying, bloodsucking snake from Mapuche and Chilote mythology is a strong rival for any story. The Peuchen is such a creature. It can fly and suck blood. It can instantly shapeshift to change the form it takes. The Peuchen also hypnotizes its victims in order to suck their blood. It can only be defeated by a machi, which is a Mapuche Medicine Woman. In the new scene I have written for Summer of the Mariposas modernizing the Peuchen, I have kept many characteristics of the original monster so that it is recognizable, but I have modernized the tale by writing in two Peuchens, a brother and sister, to illustrate the theme that things are not always as they appear.

In some ways the two depictions are similar. Like the original character, the Peuchen in my new scene can also shapeshift. It shows itself to Odilia as someone familiar in order to gain her trust. When the modern Peuchen has to fight her brother to save the sisters, she instantly transforms into the traditional flying snake of the original story. As with the original, the gaze of the Peuchen in the new scene also has an impact on the victim who looks at it. The original character is described as being able to “drain them dry of their blood.” In my new scene, the first Peuchen Odilia meets describes how she has already fed on the blood of a sheep. Therefore, the girls are not in danger. The Peuchen tells Odilia. Keeping many of the physical characteristics ensures the ‘monster’ from Latin American folklore is still recognizable in the new scene.

W.8.2c: Well-chosen transitions create cohesion and clarify relationships among ideas and concepts. I have also in first part of sentence transitions from ideas in previous paragraph.





















W.8.2f: Conclusion synthesizes explanation and offers relevant insights/reflection. Conclusion restates focus statement and explains why new scene’s theme is relevant.


W.8.2a: Uses Painted Essay® structure and well-chosen formatting to enhance comprehension, organize complexity, and make important connections and distinctions. Graphics and multimedia are not necessary.
I have also modernized the ‘monster’ by having two Peuchens, a brother and sister. This is because I have a new purpose for writing about the monster. The monsters are different from each other. Even though they look the same, each one has different ideas about what they want from Odilia and her sisters. The female Peuchen wants to help the girls. She presents herself as a familiar woman in order to gain their trust. She wants the sisters to follow her out of danger. In contrast, her brother wants to feed on the blood of the girls. He says to his sister. Odilia is surprised and puzzled that they are different from each other. They look the same, but they do not act the same. Having two ‘monsters’ in the story illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. A species—or people—may share the same physical characteristics. However, their individual behavior and personalities can be quite different. Even though something can look scary and like a ‘monster,’ it doesn’t mean that is the case.

I have kept many of the physical characteristics of the original Peuchen ‘monster’ in the new scene the same. This is to make sure it is recognizable as the character from Latin American folklore. At the same time, I have modernized the ‘monster’ for a new purpose. This illustrates the theme that things are not always as they appear. Stories written today often contain modernized elements of folklore stories. This is because those elements are still meaningful and relevant today. My new version of the monster can help us see that we live in a society of individuals from many different cultures and ethnic backgrounds, and we don’t all look the same. Instead of judging people negatively by their appearance, we should celebrate this diversity. We should learn what people are really like. Hopefully readers will also understand that just because someone or something looks different, it doesn’t mean they are bad or scary.

Sources: 

Bane, T. Encyclopedia of Beasts and Monsters in Myth, Legend and Folklore. McFarland and Company, Inc., Jefferson, NC, 2016.

Hellman, R., and D. Hall. Vampire Legends and Myths. The Rosen Publishing Group, New York, 2012.
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Name:
Date:


In this assessment, you will draft the essay you planned in the previous lesson to respond to the prompt: What about your monster from folklore of Latin America have you kept the same and what have you modernized in the new scene you have written for Summer of the Mariposas? Why?
REMEMBER: A well-written informational piece

· clearly states a focus and stays focused throughout the piece;
· uses accurate and relevant examples, details, and quotations to explain your thinking;
· groups information logically, in a way that makes your thinking clear to the reader; and
· follows rules of writing (spelling, punctuation, and grammar).
Now, begin work on your essay. Manage your time carefully so that you can

1. draft your essay and
2. use the Informative Writing Checklist to revise and edit your essay.
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