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	End of Unit 1 Assessment 


(For Teacher Reference)

Part I: Analyze Development of Theme: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 9 

Students read a new chapter of A Long Walk to Water. Students then answer selected and short response questions to demonstrate their understanding of how the author develops theme in the chapter and throughout the novel. Then they write an objective summary of the chapter.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

· RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.
Part II: Text-Based Discussion: Themes: A Long Walk to Water

Students read chapter 12 of A Long Walk to Water, updating their Text-Based Discussion note-catcher with themes and evidence from the chapter. Students then complete the end of unit assessment, in which they participate in a group discussion about themes in A Long Walk to Water, quoting accurately from the text.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.

· SL.7.1a: Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

· SL.7.1b: Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

· SL.7.1c: Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed.
End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part I: Analyze Development of Theme: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 9

(Example for Teacher Reference)

Read chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water, and answer the following questions.

1. Part A

Select a theme that the author develops in chapter 9 from the list below by underlining an option. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2)

a. Family is our most important support.

b. Nature can present many challenges to humans.

c. In challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.

Part B

Write two or three phrases or sentences from chapter 9 that best support the answer to Part A and demonstrate where the author is developing the theme in the chapter. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2)

“You need only to walk as far as those bushes” (53). 

“When they reached the bushes, Uncle pointed out a clump of rocks up ahead and told Salva to walk as far as the rocks” (54). 

“Salva . . . was somehow able to keep his wounded feet moving forward, one painful step at a time” (54).
2. Write an objective summary of chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water. Be sure that your summary

· introduces the text with the title and author and “wraps up” with a concluding statement,

· uses relevant events and important details from the text to explain what happens, and

· is clear and concise.

Chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park is about how Salva makes it through the desert with his uncle’s help, one step at a time. Crossing the desert was the hardest part of the journey for Salva. His shoes fall apart, his feet get wounded by thorns and stones, and he is so thirsty. Just when he thinks he cannot go on, his uncle appears at 
his side and tells him to walk to a clump of bushes just ahead, then some rocks, then a tree . . . In this way, step-by-step, Salva’s uncle leads him through his first day in the desert. This chapter introduces the theme that in challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.

End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: Text-Based Discussion: 
Themes: A Long Walk to Water

(For Teacher Reference)

End of Unit 1 Assessment Part II Recording Sheet

	Grade 6: Collaborative Discussion Checklist

	Discussion Topic:
	Date:

	Students prepare for, and participate effectively in, conversations and collaborations on Grade 7 texts and topics.

	CCSS
	Criteria
	Student Initials

	SL.7.1a
	Comes to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study.

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.7.1a

RL.7.1
	Explicitly draws on preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	SL.7.1b
	Follows rules for collegial discussions.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Copy one checklist for each discussion group. Record your observations using the following key:

1 = Beginning

2 = Developing
3 = Proficient

4 = Advanced

Write an objective summary of chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2)

Be sure that your summary:

· introduces the text with the title and author and “wraps up” with a concluding statement,

· uses relevant events and important details from the text to explain what happens, and

· is clear and concise.

Responses will vary. A sample objective summary is included below. 

Chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water by Linda Sue Park is about how Salva makes it through the desert with his uncle’s help, one step at a time. Crossing the desert was the hardest part of the journey for Salva. His shoes fall apart, his feet get wounded by thorns and stones, and he is so thirsty. Just when he thinks he cannot go on, his uncle appears at his side and tells him to walk to a clump of bushes just ahead, then some rocks, then a tree . . . In this way, step-by-step, Salva’s uncle leads him through his first day in the desert. This chapter introduces the theme that in challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.

Note: This task is not being assessed against the writing standards. Use the following rubric and the sample response to assess the content of the summary and evaluate the student’s understanding of the chapter.

	Summarize a Literary Text Rubric

	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Clearly introduces the text and wraps up with a concluding statement that restates a central idea or theme of the text
	Introduces the text with the title and author and wraps up with a concluding statement
	Missing an adequate introductory or concluding statement
	Missing introductory and concluding statements

	Accurately identifies and clearly and concisely explains a central idea or theme in the text
	Accurately identifies and briefly explains a central idea or theme in the text
	Central idea or theme of the text is absent or unclear; little or no explanation provided
	Central idea or theme is stated or explained in a way that indicates misunderstanding

	Uses well-chosen key events and supporting details as well as quotations (where appropriate) to explain a central idea or theme of the text
	Uses key events and important details to explain a central idea or theme of the text 
	Events and details used may not clearly explain a central idea or theme of the text
	Does not include events and details that explain a central idea or theme of the text

	Concisely conveys only the most important ideas and relevant details
	Conveys important ideas and details concisely
	Includes some unnecessary details
	Includes many unnecessary details and extraneous information


End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part I: Analyze Development of Theme: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 9

Name:
Date:


Read chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water, and answer the following questions.

3. Part A

Select a theme that the author develops in chapter 9 from the list below by underlining an option. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2)

a. Family is our most important support.

b. Nature can present many challenges to humans.

c. In challenging situations, it can be helpful to focus only on small steps.

Part B

Write two or three phrases or sentences from chapter 9 that best support the answer to Part A and demonstrate where the author is developing the theme in the chapter. (RL.7.1, RL.7.2)

4. Write an objective summary of chapter 9 of A Long Walk to Water. Be sure that your summary

· introduces the text with the title and author and “wraps up” with a concluding statement,

· uses relevant events and important details from the text to explain what happens, and

· is clear and concise.
End of Unit 1 Assessment, Part II: Text-Based Discussion: Themes: A Long Walk to Water
Name:
Date:


After reading chapter 12 of A Long Walk to Water, you will update your Text-Based Discussion note-catcher with themes and evidence from the chapter in order to have a discussion in response to the following: 

Question: How do Salva and Nya overcome adversity? What theme might the author be developing through these characters?

Your teacher will then organize you into groups to have this discussion. This discussion will be in a fishbowl, so while one group discusses in the middle, another group will watch around the outside.
�This criterion can be assessed before or after discussion using the collected Prepare for a Text-Based Discussion note-catchers.
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