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	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Setting, Plot, and Point of View: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 6


(For Teacher Reference)
Students read a new chapter from A Long Walk to Water. Then students use strategies to determine the meanings of unfamiliar words in selected response questions. Students also respond to short response questions, analyzing how setting shapes plot and characters and how the author develops and contrasts points of view. Students make sure to include textual evidence to support their responses throughout the assessment.
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	CCSS Assessed


· RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

· RL.7.3: Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).

· RL.7.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of rhymes and other repetitions of sounds (e.g., alliteration) on a specific verse or stanza of a poem or section of a story or drama.

· RL.7.6: Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the points of view of different characters or narrators in a text.

· RL.7.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6-8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

· L.7.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 7 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.

· L.7.4a: Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

· L.7.4b: Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., belligerent, bellicose, rebel).

· L.7.4c: Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

· L.7.4d: Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary).

· L.7.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
Mid-Unit 1 Assessment: Analyze Setting, Plot, and Point of View: A Long Walk to Water, Chapter 6

(Answers for Teacher Reference)

Part I

Directions: Reread the passages below from chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water. Then answer the questions below each passage.

1. “They had no house and had to sleep in makeshift shelters.”

Based on word parts and context, what is the meaning of makeshift? (RL.7.4, L.7.4a, L.7.4b, L.7.6)

a. permanent

b. made to fit a need

c. comfortable 

d. built to last a while

2. “Uncle must know about the war and the fighting! Maybe he will know where my family is! But his hopes were dashed as soon as Uncle spoke.”

What does dashed most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.7.4, L.7.4a, L.7.6)

a. thrown or tossed

b. ruined or destroyed

c. done with great speed

d. hit with great force

3. “His face became very solemn when Salva told him that he had not seen nor heard a single word of his family in all that time.”

Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word solemn as it is used in this sentence. (L.7.4c, L.7.4d, L.7.6)

not cheerful or smiling; serious

4. Part A

“At one point, Salva found himself in a line of half a dozen people, all in an identical pose—bent over, holding their stomachs, and waiting for the next wave of nausea.”

Complete the chart below to break up the word identical into a Latin root and suffix. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.7.4b)

	
	Affix
	Meaning

	Root
	identitas
	the same

	Suffix
	-al
	of or pertaining to; having the form of


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of identical in your own words. (RL.7.4, L.7.6)

“Identical” means being the same. (see Wordsmyth.net)

5. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“As he opened his eyes, he heard wailing.”

As he opened his eyes, he heard crying.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word wailing affect our understanding of the first sentence? (RL.7.4, L.7.4c)

a. It implies that the person making the sound is in danger.

b. It emphasizes that the person making the sound is in great pain or grief.

c. It implies that the person making the sound is feeling afraid or confused.

d. It emphasizes that the person making the sound is trying to be quiet.

Part II

Directions: Use evidence from chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water to complete the chart about Nya’s and Salva’s points of view.

In Chapter 6, the narrator describes how Nya and Salva feel about an adult. We see Nya’s point of view of her mother on page 33, and Salva’s point of view of his uncle on pages 35 and 37. How does Linda Sue Park contrast Nya’s and Salva’s points of view of their family members in this chapter?

Tip: How do Nya and Salva see the adult family members differently?

	Nya’s Point of View of Her Mother

Thinks her mother is afraid about losing the men in her family and she doesn’t like to see the fear.
	Salva’s Point of View of His Uncle

Feels that his uncle is strong and will protect him, but also has fear about losing his uncle.

	How has the author developed this point of view? What evidence from the text supports your answer above?

The narrator tells us directly that Nya sees fear on her mother’s face and the language the narrator uses (“But the worst…”) on page 33 tells us that Nya doesn’t like to see that fear, and through this we can infer that perhaps she is worried for her mother and sees her as vulnerable.
	How has the author developed this point of view? What evidence from the text supports your answer above?

When Uncle first joins them (35) it describes how the group saw him as a leader, and it also says (37), “Salva always tried to keep Uncle in sight. And he slept near Uncle at night” (37).

	How does Linda Sue Park contrast Nya’s and Salva’s points of view?

Nya and Salva have contrasting points of view on the adults described in the chapter. We infer that Nya is worried for her mother and sees her as vulnerable, while Salva sees his uncle as a protector. We understand these contrasting points of view through the narrator’s descriptions of what Salva and Nya are thinking and feeling.


All quotations in this assessment from: 

Park, Linda Sue. A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. Chapter 6.
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Part I

Directions: Reread the passages below from chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water. Then answer the questions below each passage.

6. “They had no house and had to sleep in makeshift shelters.”

Based on word parts and context, what is the meaning of makeshift? (RL.7.4, L.7.4a, 
L.7.4b, L.7.6)

a. permanent

b. made to fit a need

c. comfortable 

d. built to last a while

7. “Uncle must know about the war and the fighting! Maybe he will know where my family is! But his hopes were dashed as soon as Uncle spoke.”

What does dashed most likely mean in this sentence? (RL.7.4, L.7.4a, L.7.6)

a. thrown or tossed

b. ruined or destroyed

c. done with great speed

d. hit with great force

8. “His face became very solemn when Salva told him that he had not seen nor heard a single word of his family in all that time.”

Use a print or online dictionary. Copy the meaning of the word solemn as it is used in this sentence. (L.7.4c, L.7.4d, L.7.6)

9. Part A

“At one point, Salva found himself in a line of half a dozen people, all in an identical pose—bent over, holding their stomachs, and waiting for the next wave of nausea.”

Complete the chart below to break up the word identical into a Latin root and suffix. You may use your affix list as a resource. (L.7.4b)

	
	Affix
	Meaning

	Root
	
	

	Suffix
	
	


Part B

Use what you know about these word parts to write a definition of identical in your own words. (RL.7.4, L.7.6)

10. Carefully read these two sentences: 

“As he opened his eyes, he heard wailing.”

As he opened his eyes, he heard crying.

The words in bold have very similar meanings. How does the author’s choice to use the word wailing affect our understanding of the first sentence? (RL.7.4, L.7.4c)

a. It implies that the person making the sound is in danger.

b. It emphasizes that the person making the sound is in great pain or grief.

c. It implies that the person making the sound is feeling afraid or confused.

d. It emphasizes that the person making the sound is trying to be quiet.

Part II

Directions: Use evidence from chapter 6 of A Long Walk to Water to complete the chart about Nya’s and Salva’s points of view.

In Chapter 6, the narrator describes how Nya and Salva feel about an adult. We see Nya’s point of view of her mother on page 33, and Salva’s point of view of his uncle on pages 35 and 37. How does Linda Sue Park contrast Nya’s and Salva’s points of view of their family members in this chapter?

Tip: How do Nya and Salva see the adult family members differently?

	Nya’s Point of View of Her Mother
	Salva’s Point of View of His Uncle

	How has the author developed this point of view? What evidence from the text supports your answer above?
	How has the author developed this point of view? What evidence from the text supports your answer above?

	How does Linda Sue Park contrast Nya’s and Salva’s POVs?


All quotations in this assessment from: 

Park, Linda Sue. A Long Walk to Water: Based on a True Story. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010. Chapter 6.
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