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Engagement Text: “All About Maps”

A map is a picture or a chart that shows the features of an area on Earth. Maps are important because they help us understand where a place is and what it’s called. Maps also show us what surrounds a place, such as oceans, mountains, or deserts. A book full of maps is called an atlas.

On a map of the United States of America, there are lines showing the boundaries between each state. There are also lines showing the boundaries between the countries above and below the United States (Canada and Mexico).

Different colors are used on a map. Each state on a US map is usually a different color. Bodies of water, such as lakes and rivers, are blue. Usually, red lines show highways that run throughout the United States. If a reader is unsure of how to read a map, she or he can use the map key or legend to find out what different lines or colors represent.

Each state in the United States has a state capital. These cities are usually represented on a map by a star. Other cities that are not the state capital are represented by a dot. Some cities or towns are too small to be shown on a big map of the United States, though.

Maps can help us identify the location and name of a place on Earth, but that’s not all. By showing us where to find a place and what surrounds it, maps help us understand the weather, the beauty, the dangers, and other important facts about a place, too.
Engagement Text: 
Map of North America
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Engagement Text: Map of Rhode Island
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Engagement Text: Map of Minnesota
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Decodable Student Reader Routine Planning 
and Recording Template

	Students:


	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title:

	Components
	Planning
	Record  
Observations

	Whisper Read
If the majority of the group needs more support reading some words or pages with automaticity and fluency:

· Echo read the text again (teacher reads a page then students echo) 

· Choral read as a group so that teacher can support and guide as needed

· Revisit a specific word or group of words in the text and remind students of the spelling pattern, pronunciation of the high-frequency word, etc.
	Note potential teaching point(s):
	

	Possible Comprehension Questions

Is this fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? (RL.5, RI.5)
· What happened in the story (response should include characters, important details, and be told in the order the events happened in the story)? (RL.2)
· Who are the characters in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the problem in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the solution of the story? (RL.1)
· What is the main topic of the text? (RI.2)
· Name 3 key details about the main topic. (RI.1)
· What does this text feature tell you about the main topic? (RI.5)
· How does the illustration help you understand the topic? (RI.7)
	Questions to Ask:
	


	Word and Patterns Questions

These questions should connect first to the spelling pattern and high-frequency words from the current cycle, but can also include questions about other taught spelling patterns and high-frequency words.
	Words and patterns to 
call out:
	

	Buddy Reading

(one student reads aloud while the other follows along then switch), possibly using this time to provide fluency feedback if students are familiar with this routine
	
	


Writing Checklist

Instructions: Students use this list to check their own or a partner’s writing. Teacher may modify as needed. 

	Yes
	Not Yet
	I checked my writing:

	
	
	I capitalized the first letter of each sentence.

	
	
	I left spaces between each word.

	
	
	I used correct punctuation at the end of the sentence.

	
	
	I used what I know about spelling patterns to spell each word correctly.

	
	
	I spelled high-frequency words correctly. I used the Interactive Word Wall if I needed help.
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