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Engagement Text: “Walter Water”

Whee! I’m Walter Water. I love raining down fast! Of course, I also like showering down in a nice, light drizzle. Or floating down as a soft snowflake. Or storming down as an icy hailstone.

I’ve done it all more times than you can count. Why, I sprinkled your grandparents when they were kids. I’ve soaked knights in shining armor. I’ve even drenched dinosaurs that lived millions of years ago. I may look dewy young and fresh, but I’m nearly as old as the earth.

How did I do it?

Well, the total amount of water on Earth doesn’t change. But water itself changes.

It can be solid ice, wet liquid, or a gas called water vapor.

You can’t see, smell, or touch water vapor, but it’s always in the air. Where does it come from? Heat changes liquid water to a gas or vapor. We say the water evaporates.

If you put a spoonful of water in a cup and place the cup on a sunny window sill, you’ll see that in a few hours the cup will be dry. The hot sun heated the liquid water, changing it to water vapor.

Heat from the sun evaporates surface water in oceans, puddles, and wet ground too. The water vapor goes into the air, where it gets pushed around by the wind and carried high into the sky. But the higher you go in the sky, the colder the air gets.

When water vapor gets cold enough, you guessed it - it changes from gas to liquid! We say it condenses.

You can see for yourself. Fill a glass with some water and lots of ice. Wait a minute or two, then touch the glass.

The drops of water on the glass are condensation. When water vapor in the air touched the cold glass, it changed into liquid.

Have you ever seen your breath on a very cold day? That’s condensation too. The cold changed the water vapor in your breath to a little cloud of tiny water droplets.

High up in the sky, water vapor condenses into clouds of tiny water droplets too. But there are zillions of droplets in a cloud - each too teeny for you to see.

Inside the cloud the tiny droplets bump into one another and join together. They make bigger and bigger drops. When the drops get big and heavy enough, the cloud can’t hold them anymore. They fall out of the cloud as raindrops. If it is cold enough, the drops may freeze into ice instead and fall as snowflakes or hailstones.

Back on Earth, some of the rain runs into streams or rivers that flow into the oceans. Some soaks into the ground and gets trapped in deep wells. And some collects in puddles.

And when each drop of surface water is heated by the sun, it will evaporate and the cycle will start all over again.
”It’s Raining!” by Amy Tao. Click. May/Jun 2010:16-17. ˝ 2010 by Carus Publishing Company. Reproduced with permission. All Cricket Media material is copyrighted by Carus Publishing Company, d/b/a Cricket Media, and/or various authors and illustrators. Any commercial use or distribution of material without permission is strictly prohibited. Please visit http://www.cricketmedia.com/info/licensing2 for licensing and http://www.cricketmedia.com for subscriptions.
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Engagement Text: Ice
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Engagement Text: Vapor
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Decodable Student Reader Routine Planning 
and Recording Template

	Students:


	Microphase of Students:
	Text Title:

	Components
	Planning
	Record  
Observations

	Whisper Read
If the majority of the group needs more support reading some words or pages with automaticity and fluency:

· Echo read the text again (teacher reads a page then students echo) 

· Choral read as a group so that teacher can support and guide as needed

· Revisit a specific word or group of words in the text and remind students of the spelling pattern, pronunciation of the high-frequency word, etc.
	Note potential teaching point(s):
	

	Possible Comprehension Questions

Is this fiction or nonfiction? How do you know? (RL.5, RI.5)
· What happened in the story (response should include characters, important details, and be told in the order the events happened in the story)? (RL.2)
· Who are the characters in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the problem in the story? (RL.1)
· What was the solution of the story? (RL.1)
· What is the main topic of the text? (RI.2)
· Name 3 key details about the main topic. (RI.1)
· What does this text feature tell you about the main topic? (RI.5)
· How does the illustration help you understand the topic? (RI.7)
	Questions to Ask:
	


	Word and Patterns Questions

These questions should connect first to the spelling pattern and high-frequency words from the current cycle, but can also include questions about other taught spelling patterns and high-frequency words.
	Words and patterns to 
call out:
	

	Buddy Reading

(one student reads aloud while the other follows along then switch), possibly using this time to provide fluency feedback if students are familiar with this routine
	
	


Writing Checklist

Instructions: Students use this list to check their own or a partner’s writing. Teacher may modify as needed. 

	Yes
	Not Yet
	I checked my writing:

	
	
	I capitalized the first letter of each sentence.

	
	
	I left spaces between each word.

	
	
	I used correct punctuation at the end of the sentence.

	
	
	I used what I know about spelling patterns to spell each word correctly.

	
	
	I spelled high-frequency words correctly. I used the Interactive Word Wall if I needed help.   
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