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Assembling Evidence: Evidence Chunks

Evidence Chunk #1


	Instantly the “sounds of squawking birds” and “howling monkeys” stopped and “all was quiet as the creatures watched the two men and wondered why they had come.”

	When two men enter the rainforest,

	The sudden silence lets the reader know that the men are strangers to the forest and that the animals are worried about why they are there.



Evidence Chunk #2


	Cherry describes the sounds their voices make, as well as what they say, to help us better picture the animals who depend on the tree.

	The author tells us that the snake “hissed in his ear,” the tree frog talked in a “squeaky voice,” and the jaguar “growled in his ear,” each explaining what the kapok tree meant to it.

	When one of the men lies down to take a nap, the rainforest animals visit him in a dream to explain how the tree is important to them.


Literary Analysis Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2

Introduction

· Clearly introduces the topic

· Gives the title of the text

· Gives the author of the text

· Provides a summary of the text

· Provides a focus statement for the essay

Proof Paragraphs

· Develops the topic using quotations from the text

· Contain evidence chunks that:

· Introduce the context of a quote

· Provide a quote 

· Elaborate on how this quote supports the claim made in the focus statement

Informative Writing Checklist
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My focus statement shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	My focus statement answers the question.
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	My proof paragraphs refer to the focus statement.
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	My introduction includes the title and author of the text and a brief summary.

My introduction includes a focus statement.
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	My proof paragraphs contain evidence chunks that introduce the context of a quote, provide a quote from the text, and explain how that quote supports my focus statement.
	

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary
	I use the terms “concrete language” and “sensory detail” when describing the language the author has used.
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	My essay answers the focus question.
	

	W.5.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Literary Analysis Essay: Proof Paragraph I

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2

In the book, Lasky uses some unusual words and phrases to describe the way creatures in the rainforest look. For example, when Edward thinks back on his day in the canopy, “he remembers the velvety tarantula” and “wishes they could have seen the venomous snake that looked like a jeweled necklace.” These are very unusual words to describe a poisonous spider and snake. Using descriptions like this help us to see these animals as beautiful rather than scary or dangerous.
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