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	Module Lessons
	Grade 5: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 2
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Mystery Quotes Strips
(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Cut each quote into strips and distribute one strip per student. Some students may have duplicate quotes.

	“It is a powerful tree. Those who sleep there must be strong of heart. Anyone without a strong heart might use the knowledge of the forest against our people.”
The Dreaming Tree (a Folk Tale from Brazil)

p. 2

	“Senhor, when you awake, please look upon us all with new eyes.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry

p. 23

	“Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry

p. 27

	“… the top of the rainforest at Blue Creek looks like a field of gigantic broccoli.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

p. 13

	“The sun slammed down upon the scientist like a sledgehammer.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

p. 35

	“For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the ‘emerald highways’ strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky
p. 16


	“… The inner leaves are a fiery red and erupt like tongues of flame from a volcano.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

p. 25

	“A beetle. It’s beautiful. It’s kind of purple—no, sort of gold. Its back is like polished metal, and it’s got this weird Darth Vader head on it.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

p. 33


	Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
The Great Kapok Tree
	RI.5.4, L.5.4

Name: __________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Meaning 
(use a dictionary if you need to)
	
	
	

	
	
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	
	
	

	
	
	Gist
(What is it mostly about?)
	
	
	

	
	
	Text
	pages 2–4

· Beginning at "Two men walked …"

· Ending at "… him to sleep."
	pages 5–12

· Beginning at "A boa constrictor …"

· Ending at " smoldering ruins remain."
	pages 13–20

· Beginning at "A bright and small …"

· Ending at "… world without trees."


	Meaning
 (use a dictionary if you need to)
	
	

	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	
	

	Gist
(What is it mostly about?)
	
	

	Text
	pages 21–24

· Beginning at "A three-toed sloth …"

· Ending at "… with new eyes."
	pages 25–31

· Beginning at "The man awoke …"

· Ending at "… out of the rainforest."


Discussion Norms Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
SL.5.1

· I listen carefully and wait my turn to speak (I do not interrupt).

· I ask questions to better understand what people are saying.

· I make comments that contribute to the discussion.

· I respond to questions to help people better understand what I am saying and to build on the discussion.

· I stay on topic.

· I link my ideas to those of others.

· I speak in complete sentences.

· I assume positive intent.


	Cue
	Response

	Expand a response

	· “Can you say more about that?”

· “Can you give an example?”

· “I’m interested in what you said about_________________. Can you tell me more?”

· “Can you give us more details about__________________?”

· “How did you come to that conclusion? What made you think that?”

· “What did you learn/do you hope to learn from __________? Why?”
	· “Sure, I think that _____.”

· “OK. One example is _____.”

	Clarify a response

	· “So, do you mean _____?”

· “I’m not sure I understand ________________. Can you clarify?”

· “Could you say that again, as I’m not sure I understand?”
	· “Yes, you’ve got it.”

· “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. I mean _____.”

	Repeat or paraphrase

	· “Let me make sure I understand. You’re saying that _____?”
	· “Yes, that’s right.”

· “No, I was trying to say that _____.”

	Cue
	Response

	Challenge thinking

	· “What if _____?”

· “I wonder why _____.”
	· “If _____, then _____.”

· “I think it’s because _____.”

	Provide reasoning or evidence

	· “Why do you think that?”

· “What in the _____(sentence/text) makes you think so?”
	· “Because _____.” • “If you look at _____, it says _____, which means _____.


Figurative Language Handout
RL.5.4, L.5.5a, L.5.5b


Figurative language is when a writer uses a word or phrase with a specific meaning that may be different from the literal meaning. Writers use figurative language to help the reader understand something new about the topic.

Writers often use figurative language to compare things in an interesting or descriptive way.
	Type of figurative language
	What is it?
	Example

	Simile
	a phrase that compares two different things using the words “like” or “as”
	like two peas in a pod

as big as an elephant

	Metaphor
	a phrase that describes something by comparing it to some other thing
	America is a melting pot.

	Idiom
	an expression that cannot be understood from the meanings of its separate words but that has a separate meaning of its own
	a penny for your thoughts


Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language
Note Catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1., RL.5.4, L.5.5a, L.5.5b

	Context
	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	Uaica’s grandfather awakes after sleeping under the Dreaming Tree.
	Idiom

“It is a powerful tree. Those who sleep there must be strong of heart. Anyone without a strong heart might use the knowledge of the forest against our people.”
	Understanding the secrets of the rainforest gives power that could be used for good or evil, so it is important that the person who has the knowledge be good and strong willed.
	“The Dreaming Tree” (a Folk Tale from Brazil)

p. 2

	In his dream, a child from the Yanomamo tribe speaks to the man who has been sent to cut down the kapok tree.
	Idiom

“Senhor, when you awake, please look upon us all with new eyes.”
	The child hopes that what Senhor has learned about will make him think about the rainforest differently.
	The Great Kapok Tree

p. 23


	Context
	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	The man wakes up from his dream and looks at the rainforest.
	Simile

“Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest.”
	The sunlight shining through the canopy is as beautiful as a jewel.
	The Great Kapok Tree

p. 27

	when looked down at from an airplane
	Simile

“… The top of the rainforest at Blue Creek looks like a field of gigantic broccoli.”
	the shape and color of the trees in the canopy
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 13

	In Cameroon, Meg studied the canopy on an inflatable raft that hovered above the rainforest.
	Simile

“The sun slammed down upon the scientist like a sledgehammer.”
	The sun was so hot, it was dangerous and painful.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 35


	Context
	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	in the rainforest canopy
	Metaphor

For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the “emerald highways” strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.
	how creatures get from one place to another in the canopy—the vines work like our highways
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 16

	describing a bromeliad, a plant in the rainforest canopy
	Simile

“… The inner leaves are a fiery red and erupt like tongues of flame from a volcano.”
	the startling color and the shape of the leaves of the bromeliad
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 25


	Context
	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	James finds a bark beetle in the canopy.
	Metaphor and simile

“A beetle. It’s beautiful. It’s kind of purple—no, sort of gold. Its back is like polished metal, and it’s got this weird Darth Vader head on it.”
	how strange the beetle’s head looks—like a space alien
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 33


	Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language Note Catcher
	RL5.1., RL.5.4, L.5.5a, L.5.5b
Name: ______________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Source
	"The Dreaming Tree" (a Folk Tale from Brazil) p. 2
	The Great Kapok Tree

p. 23
	The Great Kapok Tree

p. 27

	
	
	What does this help us understand?
	
	
	

	
	
	Quote
	"It is a powerful tree. Those who sleep there must be strong of heart. Anyone without a strong heart might use the knowledge of the forest against our people."
	"Senhor, when you awake, please look upon us all with new eyes."
	"Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest."

	
	
	Context
	
	
	


	Source
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 13
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 35
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 16

	What does this help us understand?
	
	
	

	Quote
	"… The top of the rainforest at Blue Creek looks like a field of gigantic broccoli."
	"The sun slammed down upon the scientist like a sledgehammer."
	For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the "emerald highways" strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.

	Context
	
	
	


	Source
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 25
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

p. 33

	What does this help us understand?
	
	

	Quote
	"… The inner leaves are a fiery red and erupt like tongues of flame from a volcano."
	"A beetle. It's beautiful. It's kind of purple—no, sort of gold. Its back is like polished metal, and it’s got this weird Darth Vader head on it."

	Context
	
	


Explaining Quotes Handout

RL.5.1., RI.5.1

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Explaining Quotes

Linking Words and Phrases for Explaining Quotes when Speaking and Writing

	Context

What is happening in the text when the quote occurs?
	Quote

What are the exact words the author uses?
	What does this help us understand?

How does this quote relate to your thesis?
	Source

Where did this quote come from?

	· For example, in the beginning …

· Similarly …

· In one part …

· When …

· In another part …

· At the beginning of the story …

· Toward the end of the story …

· At one point …

· Later …
	Always record these in quotation marks.

When possible, try to incorporate the author’s words (in quotation marks) naturally into your sentences.

OR use one of the following linking phrases:

· The author tells us …

· We learn that …

· The author] writes …

· The author describes …
	· This helps us to understand …

· This shows …

· This description shows …

· The author’s description …

· This lets the reader know that …

· The author …
	Include the title of the text, the author, and the page number.


For ELLs: Language Dive Guide II: The Most Beautiful Roof in the World Part 1

(For Teacher Reference)

Rationale: This sentence was chosen for its complexity, its use of metaphor, and its connection to future content. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but slow down to focus on the highlighted structure there are the “emerald highways”. Note that the chunks For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, are presented after the main clause about emerald highways to help students understand what is using the emerald highways. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when discussing metaphors in Lesson 3. They may draw on this sentence when writing about the use of concrete language and sensory detail later in the unit.

Time: 20 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive:

· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.

· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.

· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.

· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.

· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.


	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to put their finger by the mystery quote: For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the “emerald highways” strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.
· Read aloud the sentence twice.

· Ask students to turn to an elbow partner and take turns reading aloud the sentence.

· Ask:

“What is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

	· If necessary, follow a process similar to the one below for each key word in the sentence that is unfamiliar to students.

· Tell students that you will give them time to use their dictionary, and write or sketch on their note-catcher. Say:

“There are some words and phrases in this sentence that you might not know: creatures, strung together, lace together, vines, lianas, web, commuting.

“Place your finger on creatures. What is the translation of creatures in our home languages? What is the meaning of creatures? What, in the sentence or text, makes you think so?” (ofaridahoi in Tajik; an animal, usually not a human being; swinging and climbing sounds like animals. The previous sentence says creatures that fly and mentions toucans and macaws, and the next paragraph talks about monkeys.)

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: there are the “emerald highways”
· Say:

“This isn’t the first part of the sentence, but it’s the main part of the sentence. Let’s look at this part first to help us understand the sentence.”

· Ask:

“What is this sentence about?” (emerald highways)

“What is the literal meaning of highways? Sketch highways on your notecatcher.” (usually busy main road between towns; Look for students to sketch something resembling a freeway for cars.)

“This sentence talks about an emerald highway. What is another word for emerald? Where does the color emerald come from?” (bright green; a bright green precious stone)

“Is the author writing about literal emerald highways?” (No.)

· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to encourage students to provide evidence:

“What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (The phrase is in quotation marks, suggesting it is figurative. Also, the sentence is about animals, not people in cars.

· Ask:

“So, emerald highways is not literal. What is it?” (figurative; a metaphor)


	· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to challenge students:

“Can you figure out why Lasky wrote there are? How can we use there are?” (to say that something exists, something for which we don’t really know the maker or doer or agent)

· Invite students to add there are to their note-catcher under “Language to say that something exists.”

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: strung together by vines and lianas
Ask:

“What is strung together? What does this chunk tell us?” (emerald highways, it tells us how the emerald highways are built)

“By what are the emerald highways strung together? What are lianas?” (vines and lianas; a woody, climbing plant that hangs from rainforest trees)

“What does the author think the vines and lianas look like? (emerald highways)

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: that lace the tops of the trees together
· Ask:

“Which other verb in this sentence in similar in meaning to the verb lace?” (strung)

· Ask:

“What are the different ways Lasky has used to talk about connecting things together?” (strung together, lace together)

“What do the vines and lianas do?” (connect together the canopy)

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: into a web for commuting life.

· Ask:

“What’s another way to say web for commuting life?” (structure for traveling animals)

“How do the animals use the emerald highways strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together?” (to move around from the top of one tree to the top of another)

“What other word in this sentence has a meaning similar to life?” (creatures)

· Display and read aloud the following chunk: For those creatures
· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to challenge students:

“What is this chunk about?” (creatures; animals)

“Can you figure out how this chunk is the same and different in meaning from the phrase for commuting life?” (In many ways, this language is redundant. Both talk about rainforest animals. The word life refers back to the word creatures. The final phrase uses commuting to talk about animals that move from tree to tree.)

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: that swing or glide or climb,
· Ask:

“What does this chunk tell us about the creatures?” (that they swing, glide, climb)

“Can you stand up and show me how to swing, glide, and climb from vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life? First, let’s swing; then let’s glide; and finally, let’s climb.” (Look for students to mime swinging, gliding, and climbing on the vines and lianas at the tops of trees.)

	Reconstruct

	· Invite students to look again at all of the chunks in sequence: For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the “emerald highways” strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.

· Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (The emerald highways are structures that connect the tops of the trees and that swinging, gliding, and climbing animals can use to move around the canopy.)

“Sketch the sentence on your note-catcher.”

· Say:

“We will talk more about this sentence in the next lesson. Before then, I want you to think about this question.”

· Display the question:

“Can you figure out why Lasky uses the metaphor emerald highways instead of just saying something literal like transportation system?”


For ELLs: Language Dive Note-catcher II: 
The Most Beautiful Roof in the World Part 1

	sketch of highways (literal)

	

	sketch of emerald highways (figurative) strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life

	


	Language to say that something exists

(We don’t know the maker or who did it.)

	


For those creatures that _____________________________,

there are _____________________________.

For ELLs: Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks II: The Most Beautiful Roof in the World Part 1
Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide.


	For those creatures

	that swing or glide or climb,

	there are the “emerald highways”

	strung together by vines and lianas

	that lace the tops of the trees together

	into a web for commuting life.


	Exit Ticket: Explaining Quotes
	RL.5.1, RL.5.4, L.5.5b

Name: ____________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Directions: Answer the question below.

1. Read this excerpt from pages 35–36 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World:

The extreme heat was not the worst thing, though, in Meg's mind. Underneath the platform of the tent where she slept at night lurked one of West Africa's deadliest snakes—the Gabon viper. It did not ease her mind to be told that the snake was very shy. Once, in the middle of the night as she made her way to the outhouse, she stepped smack into a battalion of army ants. She screamed bloody murder and woke the entire camp—everyone was sure the Gabon viper had struck. But the army ants with their fierce jaws can deliver a stinging bite that is very painful.

What does the idiom "screamed bloody murder" help us to understand about Meg's experience in the rainforest?
Source


	Source
	

	
	
	
	What does this help us understand?
	

	
	
	
	Quote
	

	
	
	
	Context
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