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Concrete and Sensory Language Quote Strips

	“The trees offered a beautiful, protective canopy, and exotic flowers spiced the air with fragrant scents.”

“The Dreaming Tree” (a Folk Tale from Brazil)

page 1

	“Moments before, the forest had been alive with the sounds of squawking birds and howling monkeys. Now all was quiet as the creatures watched the two men and wondered why they had come.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry
page 1

	“We have flown over the rain forest and seen what happens once you begin to chop down the trees. Many people settle on the land. They set fires to clear the underbrush, and soon the forest disappears. Where once there was life and beauty only black and smoldering ruins remain.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry

page 10

	“Meg’s voice spins out into the night. The words dissolve into the thick, humid air of the forest.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

page 41

	“The rain has begun again, as it so often begins, with single, separate drops, sounding more like thuds than the tinny plinks of city rain.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky

page 41


	“She gets out her computer, and in the dim, foggy night of the rainforest a small neon-green rectangle is illuminated.”

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World by Kathryn Lasky
page 41

	“The raucous calls of the macaws and parrots cheered the boy, and when the butterflies softly brushed against his skin, he remembered there was gentleness in this world.”

“The Dreaming Tree” (a Folk Tale from Brazil)

page 1

	“The man looked about and saw the sun streaming through the canopy. Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry

page 26

	“The man smelled the fragrant perfume of their flowers. He felt the steamy mist rising from the forest floor. But he heard no sound, for the creatures were strangely silent.”

The Great Kapok Tree by Lynn Cherry

page 26


Explaining Quotes: Concrete and Sensory Language Note Catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.4, L.5.5


Focus question: What does the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

Context: When Meg is reading a story to the boys, the author zooms outside of their cabin to what is happening in the rainforest to show how life in the rainforest responds to the sound of her voice.

	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	The author tells us, “The words dissolve into the thick, humid air of the rainforest. They become meaningless sounds in the darkness.”
	This helps us understand that the words don’t mean anything to the world outside.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41

	The author writes, “The palm viper coiled in the buttressed roots of the acacia tree….”
	This description shows precisely how the palm viper moves in response to Meg’s words.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41

	The author writes, “… the flick of an anole’s tail on a nearby philodendron leaf.”
	The author’s description helps the reader hear the precise sound that the palm viper is listening for.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41

	The author writes, “… ocelot on the prowl.”
	This description helps the reader see and hear how the ocelot moves; prowl suggests he is low to the ground, moving slowly and quietly.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41


	Quote
	What does this help us understand?
	Source

	The author tells us, “A chameleon clamps two toes on one side of a stem and three on the other and listens to the soft burr of noise from inside, the place it cannot see.”
	This description provides precise details of how the chameleon looks on the stem.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41

	The author writes, “… a frog slaps its sticky padded feet on a palm frond and freezes.”
	The author helps the reader see and hear how the frog responds to Meg’s voice.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 41

	The author tells us, “… a fruit bat cocks its sonar … as it swoops through the night dropping a seed here, a seed there.”
	This description helps the reader see in his or her imagination how the fruit bat responds to Meg’s voice.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 42

	The author explains, “… a tiny bromeliad begins to grow in silence and invisibility high above.”
	This description helps the reader imagine the bromeliad.
	The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, page 42


	Explaining Quotes: Concrete and Sensory Language Note-catcher
	RL5.1, RL.5.4, L.5.5a
Name: _________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Focus question: What does the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

Context: When Meg is reading a story to the boys, the author zooms outside of their cabin to what is happening in the rainforest to show how life in the rainforest responds to the sound of her voice.
	Source
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Exit Ticket: Focus Statement
W.5.2a
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
“What does the author’s use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?”

In pages 41–42 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Kathryn Lasky’s description of the sights and sounds of the rainforest helps the reader understand:
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Analyzing Text for Concrete Words and Phrases and Sensory Details
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