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The Great Kapok Tree

uses an idiom to show
that the child wants
the man to think about
the rainforest
differently

“Senhor, when you
awake, please look
upon us all with new
eyes.”

Similarities

use similes to help us
better understand the
rainforest

“spots of bright light
glowed like jewels”

The Most Beautiful
Roof: “the top of the
rainforest at Blue
Creek looks like a field
of gigantic broccoli”

The Great Kapok Tree:

Text 2:
The Most Beautiful
Roof in the World

uses a metaphor to help
explain how creatures get
from one place to another
in the canopy

“For those creatures that
swing or glide or climb,
there are the ‘emerald
highways' strung
together by vines and
lianas that lace the tops
of the trees together into

a web for commuting

life.”
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Venn Diagram: Figurative Language Graphic Organizer

RL.5.4, RL.5.9, L.5.5a,b


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
[image: image4.png]Directions: Use the Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language note-catcher to complete this Venn diagram comparing how two of the texts you’ve read use figurative language.
Venn Diagram: Figurative Language Graphic Organizer

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.4, RL.5.9, L.5.5a,b

Directions: Use the Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language note-catcher to complete this Venn diagram comparing how two of the texts you’ve read use figurative language.
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For ELLs: Language Dive Guide II: The Most Beautiful Roof in the World Part 2
(For Teacher Reference)

Rationale: This sentence was chosen for its complexity, its use of metaphor, and its connection to future content. Students will apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when discussing metaphors in Lesson 3. They may draw on this sentence when writing about the use of concrete language and sensory detail later in the unit.

Time: 15 minutes
	Throughout the Language Dive:

· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.

· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.

· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.

· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.

· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.

	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to put their finger by the mystery quote: For those creatures that swing or glide or climb, there are the “emerald highways” strung together by vines and lianas that lace the tops of the trees together into a web for commuting life.

· Read aloud the sentence twice.

· Ask students to turn to an elbow partner and take turns reading aloud the sentence. Invite them to review their note-catchers from Lesson 2.

· Briefly review the Deconstruct from Lesson 2.


	Reconstruct

	· Remind students that playing with the chunks out of order like a puzzle can help them figure out how English works.

· Scramble the sentence strip chunks so that the sentence doesn’t make sense and display them so all students can see.

	· Ask students to come to the front and put the chunks in the correct order for the whole class to see.

· Move the chunks For those creatures that swing or glide or climb to the end of the sentence.

· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to challenge students:

“What if we move this chunk to the end? Does the sentence still make sense?” (Yes, but we’d have to change the lowercase there at the beginning of the sentence to uppercase and move the period.)

	· Ask:

“Based on your work with this sentence so far, can you explain the metaphor in this sentence? What in the sentence makes you think so?” (The author is comparing the vines and lianas to a commuter highway for rainforest animals. The vines and lianas pull together the tops of the trees, creating a structure that allows animals to easily move from tree to tree.)

· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to challenge students:

“Can you figure out why Lasky uses the metaphor emerald highways instead of just saying something literal like transportation system?” (It makes the writing more interesting. It helps the reader imagine.)

“What do you think the vines and lianas look like? What is your metaphor?” (Answers will vary but could include spaghetti, fabric.)

	· Focus students’ attention on the Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language note-catcher from Lesson 2.

· After you ask the following questions, make sure students have completed the note-catcher completely and correctly for this mystery quote.

“What is the context of this mystery quote? What in the text makes you think so?” (the structure of the rainforest canopy; the paragraph is focused on describing the canopy, not the animals)

“Does the quote contain a simile, a metaphor, or an idiom?” (metaphor)

“What does the quote help us understand?” (It helps us understand how animals get from one tree to the other in the canopy—the structure of vines, lianas, and trees works like our highways.)

“What is the source?” (The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, p. 16)

	· If productive, use a Goal 3 Conversation Cue to challenge students:

“How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of figurative language?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

	Practice

	· Display the sentence frame:

For those creatures that __________, there are __________.

· Say:

“Use the frame to talk with a partner about the rainforest.”

· Consider modeling with: For those creatures that crawl on the ground, there are plenty of leaves for camouflage.

· Remind students that posting the chunks in language categories will help them use the language again for future speaking and writing tasks.

	· Ask:

“Can you post the language chunks around the room on the appropriate Language Chunk Wall?”

Examples:

	Language to say that something exists
	Language to compare or contrast

	there are the “emerald highways”
	there are the “emerald highways”


Comparison Paragraph Frame
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.4, RL.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.9a, L.5.2d, L.5.5a,b

Directions: Use the Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language and Venn Diagram: Figurative Language graphic organizers to complete this paragraph describing a similarity in how two of the texts you’ve read use figurative language.

The Great Kapok Tree and The Most Beautiful Roof in the World both take place in the rainforest.

Although the texts are different in many ways, in both texts the author uses similies to help us better understand the rainforest. For example, in The Great Kapok Tree, when the man wakes up from his dream and looks at the rainforest, the author tells us that “spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest.”
This helps us understand that the sunlight shining through the canopy is as beautiful as a jewel.

Similarly, when the author of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World describes looking down at the canopy from an airplane, we learn that “the top of the rainforest at Blue Creek looks like a field of gigantic broccoli.”
This description helps us understand that the shape and color of the trees in the canopy is like a familiar vegetable.

The figurative language used by both authors helps us better understand this strange and beautiful place.
Comparison Paragraph Frame

RL.5.1, RL.5.4, RL.5.9, W.5.2, W.5.9a, L.5.2d, L.5.5a,b

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Use the Explaining Quotes: Figurative Language and Venn Diagram: Figurative Language graphic organizers to complete this paragraph describing a similarity in how two of the texts you’ve read use figurative language.

__________________________________________________ and 

_____________________________________________ both take place in the 

rainforest.

Although the texts are different in many ways, in both texts the author 

uses __________________ to help us better understand the rainforest. For 

example, in 

____________________________________________________________, when

___________________________________________, the author tells us

“____________________________________________________________.”

This helps us understand that _________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________.

Similarly, when  

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________, we learn

“__________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________.”

This description helps us understand __________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________.

The figurative language used by both authors helps us better understand this 

strange and beautiful place.
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