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Literary Analysis Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Introduction

· Clearly introduces the topic

· Gives the title of the text

· Gives the author of the text

· Provides a summary of the text

· Provides a focus statement for the essay

Literary Analysis Introduction:
Class Version
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, by Katherine Lasky, is the true story of a scientist named Meg Lowman and her work in the rainforest of Belize. Although it is a nonfiction book, the author uses concrete language and sensory detail to describe the experiences of Meg and her two young sons in Central America. In pages 41–42 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Kathryn Lasky’s description of the sights and sounds of the rainforest helps the reader understand _____________________.

	Informative Writing Checklist
	W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.9b

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Yes? No?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	My focus statement shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.

	
	
	Standard
	W.5.9
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2b


	Yes? No?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary.
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	I list my sources.
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.

	Standard
	W.5.2c
	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	W.5.2e
	W.5.4
(partial)
	W.5.8
(partial(
	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	L.5.2


Informative Writing Checklist
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My focus statement shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	My focus statement answers the question.
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	My introduction includes the title and author of the text and a brief summary.

My introduction includes a focus statement.
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	
	

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	

	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary
	I use the terms “concrete language” and “sensory detail” when describing the language the author has used.
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	
	

	W.5.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


	Reading Fluency Checklist
	1
Beginning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2
Developing
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	3
Proficient
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	4
Advanced
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Symbol
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Characteristics of Fluent Reading
	I  can read all/almost all of the words correctly.
	I can correct myself and reread when what I read was wrong or didn’t make sense.
	I can read at a speed that is appropriate for the piece.
	I can read smoothly without many breaks.
	I can read groups of related words and phrases together.
	I can notice and read punctuation. (Examples: Pauses after a comma and period, questions sound like questions, dialogue sounds like someone saying it, exclamations in an excited voice)
	I can use the appropriate tone to express the author's meaning.
	I can use facial expressions and body language to match the expression in my voice.
	I can use the appropriate volume and change volume naturally as if I am talking to a friend.

	
	
	RF.4b,c
	RF.4c
	RF.4a,b
	RF.4a,b
	RF.4a,b
	RF.4a,b
	RF.4b
	RF.4b
	RF.4b
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Writing a Literary Analysis Essay: Drafting an Introduction
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