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“The Dreaming Tree”

A Folktale from Brazil

April 24, 2007 | Adapted by Amy Friedman

Once upon a time a young boy named Uaica lived with his grandfather in a small village. He was a kind-hearted child, but he was sickly and tinier than the other boys of his village. He was frequently unwell, and the others teased him and ignored him, so that Uaica was often lonely. His grandfather loved the boy and wanted to protect him from harm, and so did his best to take care of him.

But one day when the boys had been especially cruel, Uaica could not find his grandfather. He walked into the forest, where he always felt happy. The trees offered a beautiful, protective canopy, and exotic flowers spiced the air with fragrant scents. The raucous calls of the macaws and parrots cheered the boy, and when the butterflies softly brushed against his skin, he remembered there was gentleness in this world.

Distracted by the birds and insects around him, he tripped upon a fallen branch, and when he looked down he saw a most amazing sight. There at the foot of an enormous tree lay a tapir, a sloth, an anaconda, a monkey, a caiman and a family of jaguars fast asleep, all curled up beside each other.

Uaica stood and stared in wonder, but as he did, he felt overcome by sleep. “I must not lie down near these wild animals,” he said aloud, but he could not help himself. Before he knew what was happening, he was on the ground and fast asleep.

Soon he was dreaming. Someone was whispering in Uaica’s ear, “I am Sinaa,” the man’s voice said, and Uaica knew this was the son of the jaguar. He had heard tales of this Jaguar Man, who had healing powers and eyes in the back of his head. This man was old, but when he bathed, he shed his skin and so he appeared forever young. He knew where the large forked stick that holds up the sky was buried and all the secrets of saving the world. 

Sinaa began to tell tales and reveal his secrets to Uaica in his dream.

When Uaica at last awoke, the sun had set and the forest was shrouded in darkness. He looked around but saw no animals nearby. He ran home as fast as he could. But the next morning he could think of nothing but that tree and the mysterious Sinaa, the Jaguar Man, and so he walked back into the forest, telling no one where he was going.

He found the tree and all those sleeping animals. He lay down and fell fast asleep, and once again Sinaa came to him in his dream.

For days Uaica visited the forest and dreamed, and every day he learned a new secret. But he stayed later and later, and so missed many meals. As the days passed, he grew thinner and more sickly. When Jaguar Man saw this, he said to Uaica in his dream: “I have taught you enough. Now you must promise to stay away from this place. If you return, you might never leave.”

Uaica took this advice deep into his heart, for he had grown to love Sinaa nearly as much as he loved his grandfather. He would be sad not to return, but he gave his word, and then he walked home.

“Child,” his grandfather said, “I have been greatly worried about you. Please, you must eat.”

Uaica comforted his grandfather. “Do not worry,” he told the old man. “I have a secret,” and then he led his grandfather into the forest to show him the Dreaming Tree.

When they were nearly there, Uaica stopped, for he remembered Sinaa’s words. “I cannot go closer, grandfather. I must stay away now.” But his grandfather already had walked close, and the powers of the Dreaming Tree had captured him. He was on the ground, fast asleep among the animals.

Uaica stood at a distance and watched as his grandfather slept. He longed to hear Jaguar Man’s words. “Perhaps I’ll move closer,” he said, but he stopped himself. Uaica would never break a promise.
When at last his grandfather awoke, he hurried to Uaica’s side. “You must never speak of this tree to anyone,” he said. “It is a powerful tree. Those who sleep here must be strong of heart. Anyone without a strong heart might use the knowledge of the forest against our people.”

When Uaica and his grandfather returned to the village, they learned that one of the boys who always teased Uaica, a boy named Casimiro, had fallen gravely ill. His family feared he would die.

“I can heal him,” Uaica said, and he went to the boy’s side, laid his hands upon him, and Casimiro was cured.

So it was true. Sinaa had given Uaica the gift of healing.

The villagers were amazed that this scrawny boy had special powers, and for a long time they did not believe this could be so. But again and again Uaica cured those who were ailing, and soon everyone understood Uaica had a special gift. No longer did the bullies tease him. Casimiro became one of his dearest friends.

One night Sinaa came to Uaica again in a dream. “You have done well, child,” he told him. “You obeyed my command to stay away from the Dreaming Tree, and you have shown generosity to all, even your enemies. Therefore I will teach you more.”

Every night after that, Jaguar Man visited Uaica in his dreams. Uaica and his grandfather built a house in which to sleep and dream, and there Uaica learned the wisdom of the forest. Along with his healing powers, he learned to work with all the forest’s gifts. He created necklaces and bracelets, belts and coats using feathers and flowers, stones and shells, nuts and bones. People were dazzled by the beauty he could conjure from the smallest, simplest things.

All was well until one day greed and envy crept into the heart of a woman of the village. “There’s no sense learning to create these things,” she said to her friends. “Uaica owns so many wonderful things. We should steal his treasures.”

They hid behind Uaica’s house until he returned from fishing in the river. But Uaica had learned another secret from Jaguar Man. He could see everything, even things standing behind him, and he spied his enemies in hiding. He quickly turned on them.

“This is how you repay me?” he said. “Now your greed will rob you of gifts.” And with those words he vanished beneath the crevice in a rock, and the boy who could cure all was lost to the people forever.

However, legend tells us that to this day, Uaica dreams inside that rock, where he continues to learn the gift of healing from Sinaa, the Jaguar Man. It is also said that those who possess loving and generous hearts and listen closely in their dreams may still receive his wisdom.
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	Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary: 
"The Dreaming Tree"
	RI.5.4, L.5.4

Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Meaning 
(use a dictionary if you need to)
	
	
	

	
	
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	
	
	

	
	
	Gist
(What is it mostly about?)
	
	
	

	
	
	Text
	· Beginning at "Once upon a time …"

· Ending at "… beside each other."
	· Beginning at "Uaica stood and stared …"

· Ending at "… where he was going."
	· Beginning at "He found the tree …"

•Ending at "… you must eat."


	Meaning
 (use a dictionary if you need to)
	
	
	
	

	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	
	
	
	

	Gist
(What is it mostly about?)
	
	
	
	

	Text
	· Beginning at "Uaica comforted his …"

· Ending at "against our people."
	· Beginning at "When Uaica and his grandfather ..."

· Ending at "…teach you more."
	· Beginning at "Every night after that …"

· Ending at "… turned on them."
	· Beginning at "This is how …"

· Ending at "… receive his wisdom."


Point of View Handout
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.6

Describing the Point of View

The point of view is the narrator’s position in relation to the story being told. It shows the opinion or feelings of the individuals involved in a situation. Point of view is the way the author allows the reader to “hear” and “see” what is happening.

An author chooses the point of view to use, and this influences the

information given and how events are described in the story.

	Point of View
	What is it?
	Key Words
	Example

	first person
	The narrator is a character in the story; the narrator is telling you his or her story.

·  makes the reader feel close to the character telling the story

· helps the reader see the story through the character’s eyes

· what the reader knows and understands is limited to what that character knows and understands
	I, myself
	“A Walk in the Rainforest” I was alone walking through the jungle one day, gazing up at the rainforest canopy’s leaves and animals when, “CRASH!” I tripped and fell to the ground! Curious, I looked around to see what I had stumbled over …


	Point of View
	What is it?
	Key Words
	Example

	third person
	The narrator is not a character in the story; the narrator tells the story like a camera recording the events.

· The story might be told through the experiences of a particular character or many characters.

· It is possible for the reader to know and understand more than any one character could know. 
	Uaica, he, they
	“The Dreaming Tree”

Once upon a time a young boy named Uaica lived with his grandfather in a small village. He was a kindhearted child, but he was sickly and tinier than the other boys of his village. He was frequently unwell, and the others teased him and ignored him, so that Uaica was often lonely. His grandfather loved the boy and wanted to protect him from harm, and so did his best to take care of him.


	Point of View Handout
	RL.5.6
Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Describing the Point of View

The point of view is the narrator's position in relation to the story being told. It shows the opinion or feelings of the individuals involved in a situation. Point of view is the way the author allows the reader to "hear" and "see" what is happening.

An author chooses the point of view to use, and this influences the information given and how events are described in the story
	Example
	

	
	
	
	Key words
	

	
	
	
	What is it?
	The narrator is a character in the story; the narrator is telling you his or her story.

· makes the reader feel close to the character telling the story

· helps the reader see the story through the character's eyes

· what the reader knows and understands is limited to what that character knows and understands

	
	
	
	Point of View
	first person


	Example
	

	Key words
	

	What is it?
	The narrator is not a character in the story; the narrator tells the story like a camera recording the events. 

· The story might be told through the experiences of a particular character or many characters.

· It is possible for the reader to know and understand more than any one character could know.

	Point of View
	third person


“A Walk in the Rainforest”
I was walking back to camp, gazing up at the rainforest canopy to see if I could spot any unusual birds or animals when, “CRASH!” I tripped and fell to my hands and knees on the ground! Curious, I looked around to see what I had stumbled over. “Probably just a fallen branch or an exposed tree root,” I reassured myself. At first glance, I saw what looked like a branch lying on the ground in my path. There was something not quite right about it, though, and as I looked more closely, I noticed that it was hairy! And it was breathing! The cause of my fall was a tapir that was still fast asleep at my feet.

“How odd,” I said to myself. As I continued to look around, things got even more strange! Curled up sleeping next to the tapir was a sloth, and next to the sloth, more animals: a monkey and a caiman. A jaguar family nestled together a little farther on, all asleep. There was even an enormous anaconda! “Yikes!” I shouted, jumping a few steps back. I knew better than to get close to some of these dangerous animals, sleeping or not.

As I took in the sleeping animals, I noticed they were congregated around a huge tree. My eyes warily wandered from the base of the tree where all the sleeping animals lay, up the trunk, to the looming branches and leaves above.

“This is all strange. Very strange indeed,” I thought to myself.
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Written by EL Education for instructional purposes
Discussion Norms Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
SL.5.1

· I listen carefully and wait my turn to speak (I do not interrupt).

· I ask questions to better understand what people are saying.

· I make comments that contribute to the discussion.

· I respond to questions to help people better understand what I am saying and to build on the discussion.

· I stay on topic.

· I link my ideas to those of others.

· I speak in complete sentences.

· I assume positive intent.


	Cue
	Response

	Expand a response

	· “Can you say more about that?”

· “Can you give an example?”

· “I’m interested in what you said about_________________. Can you tell me more?”

· “Can you give us more details about__________________?”

· “How did you come to that conclusion? What made you think that?”

· “What did you learn/do you hope to learn from __________? Why?”
	· “Sure, I think that _____.”

· “OK. One example is _____.”

	Clarify a response

	· “So, do you mean _____?”

· “I’m not sure I understand ________________. Can you clarify?”

· “Could you say that again, as I’m not sure I understand?”
	· “Yes, you’ve got it.”

· “No, sorry, that’s not what I mean. I mean _____.”


	Repeat or paraphrase

	· “Let me make sure I understand. You’re saying that _____?”
	· “Yes, that’s right.”

· “No, I was trying to say that _____.”

	· “What if _____?”

· “I wonder why _____.”
	· “If _____, then _____.”

· “I think it’s because _____.”


Exit Ticket: Point of View

RL.5.6
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Answer the question below.

1. Read this excerpt from The Most Beautiful Roof in the World:

The rainforest is a timeless, unchartered world, where mysteries abound and new or rare species appear like undiscovered islands. Within the tangled vines under the rotting bark of fallen trees, caught in the slime and mold of decaying vegetation and fungi, life teems with ceaseless energy. When a tree falls, the stump rots, bark loosens, and new creatures move in and take over the altered habitats. It is the very diversity of the rainforest that allows life to thrive everywhere, to spring back with a rush of opportunistic species to fill the gaps.

Part A

From what point of view is this passage being told?

First person—Meg Lowman is narrating.

First person—An unknown narrator is narrating.

Third person—Meg Lowman is narrating.

Third person—An unknown narrator is narrating.

Part B

How does this point of view influence how the rainforest is described?
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Reading Literary Texts: Describing the Influence of Point of View
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