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Entry Ticket: Guess the Focus Statement
W.3.2a

A good conclusion restates the focus statement of the piece and adds some reflection on the information and ideas presented in the piece. Below is a conclusion taken from an essay written about the rainforest. With a partner, read the conclusion and try to figure out what the focus statement of the essay could have been. Ask yourselves what “big idea” is restated in this paragraph. Then try writing a possible focus statement for the essay in the space provided.

In The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Katherine Lasky’s description does more than just show the reader how the rainforest looks and sounds. Her description helps us understand the amazing diversity of life in the rainforest and reminds us that humans are just one small part of that.

Possible focus statement for this essay: 

	

	

	

	

	


Entry Ticket: Guess the Focus Statement

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.2a

A good conclusion restates the focus statement of the piece and adds some reflection on the information and ideas presented in the piece. Below is a conclusion taken from an essay written about the rainforest. With a partner, read the conclusion and try to figure out what the focus statement of the essay could have been. Ask yourselves what “big idea” is restated in this paragraph. Then try writing a possible focus statement for the essay in the space provided.

In The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Katherine Lasky’s description does more than just show the reader how the rainforest looks and sounds. Her description helps us understand the amazing diversity of life in the rainforest and reminds us that humans are just one small part of that.

Possible focus statement for this essay: 

Lasky’s description of the sights and sounds of the rainforest helps the reader understand that people are just a tiny part of the biodiversity in the rainforest.

Literary Analysis Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.5.2

Introduction

· Clearly introduces the topic

· Gives the title of the text

· Gives the author of the text

· Provides a summary of the text

· Provides a focus statement for the essay

Proof Paragraphs

· Develops the topic using quotations from the text

· Contain evidence chunks that:

· Introduce the context of a quote

· Provide a quote 

· Elaborate on how this quote supports the claim made in the focus statement


Conclusion

· Restates the focus statement

· Reflects on the ideas and information presented

Sources

· Author’s name. Book title. Publisher, publishing date

· For example: Kathryn Lasky. The Most Beautiful Roof in the World: Exploring the Rainforest Canopy. Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 1997.

Informative Writing Checklist

(Example, for Teacher Reference)


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.9
	My focus statement shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources.
	My focus statement answers the question.
	

	W.5.2a
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	My proof paragraphs refer to the focus statement.
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	My introduction includes the title and author of the text and a brief summary.

My introduction includes a focus statement.
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.
	My proof paragraphs contain evidence chunks that introduce the context of a quote, provide a quote from the text, and explain how that quote supports my focus statement.
	

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	Characteristics of My Literary Analysis Essay
	Yes? No?

	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary
	I use the terms “concrete language” and “sensory detail” when describing the language the author has used.
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	My conclusion restates the focus statement and reflects on the information and ideas presented in the essay.
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	My essay answers the focus question.
	

	W.5.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	I list my sources. I list the author, book title, publisher, and publishing date.
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Literary Analysis Essay: Conclusion
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2

In The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Katherine Lasky’s description shows us that a place that could feel wild and scary is actually very beautiful. Her description of how the rainforest looks and sounds can help the reader see it in a new way.[image: image1.emf]
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