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Model Essay: Concrete and Sensory Language in The Great Kapok Tree
Focus Question: What does the use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

The Great Kapok Tree, by Lynne Cherry, is a tale about a man who goes into the rainforest with an ax to cut down a kapok tree. The man falls asleep, and in his dreams, the animals of the rainforest explain to him how losing the tree would affect their lives. Throughout the story, the author uses concrete language and sensory detail to describe events and experiences. Lynne Cherry’s description of things the man hears and sees helps the reader to understand the serious consequences of cutting down the kapok tree.

The book begins with a description of sounds. When two men enter the rainforest, instantly the “sounds of squawking birds” and “howling monkeys” stop and “all was quiet as the creatures watched the two men and wondered why they had come.” The sudden silence lets the reader know that the men are strangers to the forest and that the animals are worried about why they are there. When one of the men lies down to take a nap, the rainforest animals visit him in a dream to explain how the tree is important to them. The author tells us that the snake” hissed in his ear,” the tree frog talked in a “squeaky voice,” and the jaguar “growled in his ear,” each explaining what the kapok tree meant to it. Cherry describes the sounds their voices make, as well as what they say, to help us better picture the animals that depend on the tree. Descriptions like this help us to imagine and care about the creatures in the rainforest that will lose their home and food if the tree is chopped down.

Lynne Cherry also uses description to help the reader “see” the consequences of rainforest destruction. Toward the end of the story, the toucan describes what can happen to the forest once people settle in and set fires to clear the land. He tells the man, “Where once there was life and beauty, only black and smoldering ruins remain.” The author paints a visual picture for the reader, showing vividly what rainforest destruction can look like. When the man finally awakens from his long dream, the author describes the beautiful, healthy rainforest that he sees: “Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest. Strange and beautiful plants seemed to dangle in the air suspended from the great Kapok tree.” Cherry’s description of how the rainforest looks when it is vibrant with life contrasts with the description of how the forest could look if people are not careful. Describing the rainforest in this way helps us understand how beautiful and valuable it is.

In The Great Kapok Tree, Lynne Cherry’s description does more than just show us what the rainforest looks and sounds like. Her description helps the reader to imagine how tragic it would be to lose those sights and sounds.

Source: Lynne Cherry. The Great Kapok Tree. HMH Books for Young Readers, 2000.
Modified Model Essay: Concrete and Sensory Language in The Great Kapok Tree 
The Great Kapok Tree, by Lynne Cherry, is about a man who goes into the rainforest with an ax to cut down a kapok tree. The man falls asleep, and dreams about the animals of the rainforest explaining how losing the tree would affect their lives. Throughout the story, the author uses concrete language and sensory detail to describe events and experiences. Lynne Cherry’s description of things the man hears and sees helps the reader to understand the consequences of cutting down the kapok tree.

The book begins with a description of sounds. When two men enter the rainforest, the “sounds of squawking birds” and “howling monkeys” stop and “all was quiet as the creatures watched the two men and wondered why they had come.” The silence lets the reader know that the men are strangers to the forest and that the animals are worried and scared. When one of the men lies down to take a nap, the rainforest animals visit him in a dream to explain how the tree is important to them. The author tells us that the snake” hissed in his ear,” the tree frog talked in a “squeaky voice,” and the jaguar “growled in his ear.” Each animal explained what the kapok tree meant to it. Cherry describes the sounds their voices make and what they say to help us picture the animals. Descriptions like this help us to imagine and care about the creatures in the rainforest that will lose their home and food if the tree is chopped down.

Lynne Cherry also uses description to help the reader “see” the consequences of rainforest destruction. Toward the end of the story, the toucan describes what can happen to the forest once people settle there. He tells the man, “Where once there was life and beauty, only black and smoldering ruins remain.” The author uses words to vividly show what rainforest destruction can look like. When the man finally wakes up, the author describes the beautiful rainforest that he sees: “Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest. Strange and beautiful plants seemed to dangle in the air suspended from the great Kapok tree.” Cherry’s description of how the rainforest looks now contrasts with the description of how the forest could look if people are not careful. Describing the rainforest in this way helps us understand how beautiful and valuable it is.

In The Great Kapok Tree, Lynne Cherry’s description does more than just tell us about the rainforest. Her description helps the reader to imagine how sad it would be to lose the sights and sounds of it.
Model Essay: Concrete and Sensory Language in The Great Kapok Tree 
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

What does the use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

The Great Kapok Tree, by Lynne Cherry, is a tale about a man who goes into the rainforest with an ax to cut down a kapok tree. The man falls asleep, and in his dreams, the animals of the rainforest explain to him how losing the tree would affect their lives. Throughout the story, the author uses concrete language and sensory detail to describe events and experiences. Lynne Cherry’s description of things the man hears and sees helps the reader to understand the serious consequences of cutting down the kapok tree.

The book begins with a description of sounds. When two men enter the rainforest, instantly the “sounds of squawking birds” and “howling monkeys” stop and “all was quiet as the creatures watched the two men and wondered why they had come.” The sudden silence lets the reader know that the men are strangers to the forest and that the animals are worried about why they are there. When one of the men lies down to take a nap, the rainforest animals visit him in a dream to explain how the tree is important to them. The author tells us that the snake” hissed in his ear,” the tree frog talked in a “squeaky voice,” and the jaguar “growled in his ear,” each explaining what the kapok tree meant to it. Cherry describes the sounds their voices make, as well as what they say, to help us better picture the animals that depend on the tree. Descriptions like this help us to imagine and care about the creatures in the rainforest that will lose their home and food if the tree is chopped down.

Lynne Cherry also uses description to help the reader “see” the consequences of rainforest destruction. Toward the end of the story, the toucan describes what can happen to the forest once people settle in and set fires to clear the land. He tells the man, “Where once there was life and beauty, only black and smoldering ruins remain.” The author paints a visual picture for the reader, showing vividly what rainforest destruction can look like. When the man finally awakens from his long dream, the author describes the beautiful, healthy 
rainforest that he sees: “Spots of bright light glowed like jewels amidst the dark green forest. Strange and beautiful plants seemed to dangle in the air suspended from the great Kapok tree.” Cherry’s description of how the rainforest looks when it is vibrant with life contrasts with the description of how the forest could look if people are not careful. Describing the rainforest in this way helps us understand how beautiful and valuable it is.

In The Great Kapok Tree, Lynne Cherry’s description does more than just show us what the rainforest looks and sounds like. Her description helps the reader to imagine how tragic it would be to lose those sights and sounds.

Source:

Lynne Cherry. The Great Kapok Tree. HMH Books for Young Readers, 2000.
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Informative Writing
Planning Graphic Organizer
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.9b

Focus Question: What does the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

Focus Statement: In pages 41–42 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Kathryn Lasky’s description of the sights and sounds of the rainforest helps the reader understand how beautiful the rainforest is.
	Introduction Paragraph
	Proof Paragraph 1

	How will you introduce the topic?

· true story

· about a scientist named Meg Lowman and her work in the rainforest

· Belize

· author uses concrete language and sensory detail to describe Meg’s experiences

What context do you need to give to your reader?

· What is the title of the text?

The Most Beautiful Roof in the World

· Who is the author?

Katherine Lasky

State your focus:

In pages 41–42 of The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Kathryn Lasky’s description of the sights and sounds of the rainforest helps the reader understand how beautiful the rainforest is.
	What is one way the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?
she shows how beautiful the rainforest looks

Text Evidence: What facts and evidence support your focus? How?

· Edward thinks back on his day in the canopy

· “he remembers the velvety tarantula”
· he “wishes they could have seen the venomous snake that looked like a jeweled necklace”

· very unusual words to describe spiders and snakes

Elaboration:


What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?

· shows that the animals are beautiful instead of scary or dangerous


	Proof Paragraph 2
	Conclusion Paragraph

	What is another way the author’s use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?

she shows how beautiful the rainforest sounds

Text Evidence: What facts and evidence support your focus? How?

· she describes the sound of the rain as “so round and so liquid that is easy to imagine the shape of each raindrop as it splashes and flattens

· she describes Meg reading to her sons as “Meg’s voice spins out into the night” and “dissolve(s) into the thick humid air of the rainforest”

Elaboration:

What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?

· helps us imagine the quiet forest and comforting rain
	Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

In The Most Beautiful Roof in the World, Katherine Lasky’s description does more than just show the reader how the rainforest looks and sounds.

Why does this matter?

Her description helps us understand the amazing diversity of life in the rainforest and reminds us that humans are just one small part of that.

	My Sources:
List any sources you used in planning your informative piece.
	Precise Language and Domain-Specific Vocabulary to Be Used:

	Lynne Cherry. The Great Kapok Tree. HMH Books for Young Readers, 2000.
	description, diversity, unusual


	Informative Writing Planning Graphic Organizer
	W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.9b

Name: _________________________________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Focus question: What does the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail help you understand about the rainforest?

Focus Statement: 
	Proof Paragraph 1
	What is one way the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?

Text Evidence: What facts and evidence support your focus? How?

Elaboration:


What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?



	
	
	
	Introduction Paragraph
	How will you introduce the topic?

What context do you need to give to your reader?

· What is the title of the text?
· Who is the author?

State your focus:




	Conclusion Paragraph
	Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

Why does this matter?


	Precise Language and Domain-Specific Vocabulary to Be Used:
	

	Proof Paragraph 2
	What is another way the author's use of concrete language and sensory detail helps you understand the rainforest?

Text Evidence: What facts and evidence support your focus? How?

Elaboration:

What does it help you to understand about the rainforest?

helps us imagine the quiet forest and comforting rain
	My Sources:
List any sources you used in planning your informative piece.
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Writing a Literary Analysis Essay: Analyzing a Model
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