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Model Directors’ Note

These monologues show the reaction of Esperanza; her mother, Ramona; her grandmother, Abuelita; and her servant Miguel to the loss of their home. In the middle of the night, they wake to find Las Ranchas de Rosas burning down. Esperanza’s uncles have set the fire to destroy Ramona’s house. They have left the family homeless and the servants with no place to work. The fire violated* the human rights of Esperanza and her family and reminds us of similar challenges many people still face today.

Setting fire to Esperanza’s home is a violation of Part 2 of Article 17 of the UDHR, which says, “No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.” This means no one should take something, like another person’s home, from them without a good reason. The uncles unfairly took away Esperanza’s home and all that she owned. When Esperanza opened up a charred trunk after the fire, she realized that “there was nothing left inside, for someday.” (p. 44) Without her home and property, her future became scary and uncertain. 

Today, many people face similar challenges. Their homes and other property are not safe because of war, crime, or violence. Around the world, war has driven people out of their homes. Their property has been destroyed by bombings and fire. Like Esperanza’s, their future is frightening and uncertain. 

Esperanza Rising is a fictional story set long ago, but thinking about events like this one reminds us that people in the real world today still face the same human rights challenges. 

Directors’ Note Research Note Catcher
W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8 

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Focus Question: What human rights were threatened in Esperanza 
Rising, and how do these issues impact people today?

Focus Statement:

Sources: 

	Summary of Excerpt from Esperanza Rising: 

Briefly describe the characters and situation from your group’s excerpt. 

What human right is threatened by the event described in the excerpt? 


	UDHR Connection 

What article(s) from the UDHR corresponds to this event? 
How does this article correspond to the event from Esperanza Rising? 

· How is the human right violated or threatened in Esperanza Rising?  

· Quote from the UDHR that supports your thinking:  

· Quote from Esperanza Rising that supports your thinking: 

	Impact Today 

How does this issue impact people today? 

· What challenge(s) are faced?  

· How are peoples’ lives impacted by this challenge?  

	

	Reflection


Fluent Readers Do These Things
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.5, W.5.8 

Directions: Students will help you generate the criteria for this anchor chart, but ensure that the following criteria are represented: 

· Read smoothly.  

· Correct yourself when you make mistakes.  

· Read at an appropriate volume for everyone to hear you.  

· Read at an appropriate pace for everyone to understand the words you are saying.  

· Pause at commas and fully stop at periods.  

· Read questions like questions and exclamations with excitement.  

· Change voice and volume depending on meaning.  

· Change the tone to match the message (sad, serious, funny, joyful, surprised).  

· Read dialogue between quotation marks with expression to convey meaning.  

· Change your facial and body language to convey meaning.  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Performance Task: Determining Characteristics of the Format of a Program
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