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For ELLs: Language Dive Guide Part I: Miguel’s Monologue
(For Teacher Reference)


Rationale: This sentence was chosen for its use of the simple past tense and past perfect tense, and to reinforce the instruction on forming and using perfect verb tenses in Lesson 2. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but slow down to focus on the highlighted structure that she had seen Abuelita. Note that this Language Dive sentence was first introduced in Lesson 2 in an optional Language Dive for ELLs. Students can apply their understanding of the content and structure as they plan and write monologues in the past tense in the first half of this unit, and as they complete future writing and speaking tasks. 
Time: 15 minutes
	Throughout this Language Dive:  

· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.  

· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.  

· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.  

· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.  

· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.  


	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to put their finger by the sentence from the third paragraph of Miguel’s Monologue: I ran to her, and she confirmed that she had seen Abuelita in the burning house. 
· Invite students to chorally read the sentence aloud with you, then ask them to turn to a partner and take turns reading the sentence aloud.  

· Ask:

“What is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

“Do the events happen in the present, past, or future? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (They happened in the past. Miguel is telling the story after it happened, and the monologue is written in the past tense.)  

· Invite students to think about the events that the sentence describes, and then discuss them with a partner.  

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: I ran to her  

· Place your finger on I ran to her and invite students to do the  same.  

· Ask:

“Who is this chunk about? Who is I in this chunk? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (Miguel. He is the narrator in this monologue.)

“Who is her in this chunk? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (Señora Ortega. The sentence before this one tell us Miguel sees her.)

“What did Miguel do?” (ran to Señora Ortega)  

· “Look at the verb ran. Is it in the past simple tense, or is it in the past perfect tense? How do you know?” (past simple; the action happened in the past. ran is the past simple of the base verb run. It does not use the past perfect helping verb had.)  

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: and she confirmed  

· Place your finger on she and invite students to do the same.  

· Ask:

“Who is this chunk about? Who is she in this chunk? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (Señora Ortega; she is who Miguel ran to.)
“What did Señora Ortega do? (confirmed)  

· Place your finger on confirmed and invite students to do the same.

“When did the action in this chunk happen? What, in the chunk, makes you think so?” (In the past, because confirmed is the past tense of confirm.)
· Invite students to look at the first two chunks together: I ran to her,and she confirmed  

· Tell students that you will give them time to think and discuss with their partners. Say:  “Which event happened first: Miguel ran, or Señora Abuelita confirmed? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (He ran first. When he reached her, she told him something. The past simple verbs ran and confirmed are used in sequential order.)  
· Say:

“Let’s write these events on a timeline to show their sequence.”  

· Display, but ask students to wait until they discuss the entire sentence to add a timeline to their note-catchers:  

(past)                                                                                               (present)                   (future) 


[____________________________________________|______________|___________] Miguel ran to Señora Ortega Señora Ortega confirmed 


	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: that she had seen Abuelita  

· Ask:

“Who is this chunk about? Who is she in this chunk? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (still Señora Ortega because she is who Miguel ran to.)

“What had Señora Ortega done in this chunk?” (She had seen Abuelita.)  

· Direct attention to the timeline on display. Tell students you will give them time to think and discuss with their partner. Ask:

“When had Señora Ortega seen Abuelita? Before, after, or between when Miguel ran and Señora Ortega confirmed? What makes you think so?” (Before, because she was in the burning house before Miguel ran to her. After he ran to her, she confirmed that she had seen Abuelita when she was in the house. The past perfect had seen tells us the event had happened before the other events in the sentence.)  

· If productive, use a Goal 2 Conversation Cue to encourage students to listen carefully:

“Who can repeat what your classmate said?” (Responses will vary.)  

· Display student ideas on the timeline.  

(past)                                                                                                                                 (present) 

[____/_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _\__________|_______________|______|_______ Señora Ortega had seen Abuelita                                   Miguel ran to Señora Ortega 

(future) 

___________________________]

  Señora Ortega confirmed 

· Invite students to add the events to the timeline on their note-catchers.  

· Remind students that had seen is written in the past perfect tense, and shows that an action began, continued for a moment, and was completed in the past before another action. 

	· Display and read aloud the following chunk: in the burning house. 
· Ask: 

“Where had Señora Ortega seen Abuelita?” (in their house, which was on fire) 
“When was Señora Ortega in the burning house? What, in the text, makes you think so?” (Before she talked to Miguel; the preceding sentence says Señora Ortega came out of the house and that is when Miguel ran to her.) 

	Reconstruct

	· Point to and read the entire sentence on display: I ran to her, and she confirmed that she had seen Abuelita in the burning house.  

· Invite one student to narrate the sentence as others in different groups act out the sequence of events.  

· Tell students you will give them time to think and write or sketch. Ask:

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How can we use the past simple and past perfect to write our own narratives?” (Responses will vary, but may include: When we write, we can use the past perfect verb tense to show that something happened, continued for a moment, and was completed before another action in the story.) 


	· If productive, use a Goal 2 Conversation Cue to encourage students to listen carefully:  “Who can repeat what your classmate said?” (Responses will vary.)  
· Ask:

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)  “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)  

· Consider placing the chunks in a different order and challenging students to figure out if the sentence still makes sense.  

	Practice

	· Ask: 

“What is the formula for the past perfect verb tense?” (past perfect = had + past participle) 
· • Display the sentence frames: 

Esperanza felt a deep sadness when she remembered what _____ _____ to her father. (happen) 

Miguel came home and told them that he _____ _____ his job. (lose) 

· Say: 

“Complete the frames by discussing them with your partner. Change the verb in the parentheses to the past perfect tense to show the sequence in which the actions happened.” 
“Draw a timeline on the back of your note-catcher to show the sequence of events in each sentence.” 


Language Dive Note Catcher: 
Part II: Miguel’s Monologue

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	I ran to her, and she confirmed that she had seen Abuelita in the burning house. 

Draw a timeline. Next, write or sketch the events of the sentence in the order they happened. 

past perfect tense = ____________________ + _______________________ 

Complete the sentence frames below. Next, draw a timeline for each sentence to illustrate the order the events happened. 

Esperanza felt a deep sadness when she remembered what _______________ 

__________________________to her father. (happen) 

Miguel came home and told them that he _____ _____ his job. (lose)




Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks
Part II: Miguel’s Monologue
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Close Reading Guide. 
	I ran to her,

	and she confirmed

	that she had seen Abuelita

	in the burning house.
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Writing Narrative Texts: Planning the Middle of a Monologue
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