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Poison Dart Frog Simple Sentence Example
Poison dart frogs are quite small. Some can be as small as one inch long. They live in Central and South America. They live in tropical forests and they eat ants and mites. Poison dart frogs have special features. They help them to survive.
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Simple, Compound, and Complex Sentences
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
1. The frog was hungry.

2. While the frog was looking for food, a bird saw it.

3. The frog was red, so the bird left the frog alone.

4. Since the frog was red, the bird knew it was poisonous.

5. The bird looked for other food.

6. The frog looked for a long time but didn’t find anything to eat.

7. Some time later it found some ants to eat.

8. Because of its red skin, the frog survived another day.

Criteria: Simple, Compound,
and Complex Sentences
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Simple Sentences

	· Contain one independent clause. An independent clause is one complete thought that makes sense on its own. An independent clause usually contains a subject and a verb.

Example: The frog was hungry.

	Compound Sentences

	· Contain two or more independent clauses in one sentence

· Two clauses are joined together by a comma and a linking word. This linking word is called a coordinating conjunction (underlined in the example).

Example: The frog was red, so the bird left the frog alone.

Examples of coordinating conjunctions: and, but, so, for, yet

	Complex Sentences

	· Contain one independent clause and one or more dependent clauses in one sentence. A dependent clause doesn’t make sense on its own. It needs to be joined with an independent clause to make sense.

· Begin with a subordinating conjunction (underlined in the example).

Example: Because of its red skin, the frog survived another day.

Examples of subordinating conjunctions: while, since, when, because, although


Tracking Progress: Informative Writing

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Learning Target: I can write an informative text.

Standards I’m Tracking: W.3.2

9. How am I doing?

· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column.

· Write the number of each standard on a sticky note or flag. Then on your own writing, place each sticky note in an area that shows evidence you have met the criteria. This might be next to a selected response question or a short piece of writing. Make sure you have evidence for each criterion.

· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet!

You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags and in a different colored pen on the checklist. 

	Informative Writing Checklist: What Makes a Good Informative Piece?


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	RI.3.1
	My piece shows that I understand the topic or text. Evidence from the text helps the reader to clearly understand my focus.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I state my focus clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	My information is grouped to explain a main idea.
	
	
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.3.2a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader important information needed to understand the piece.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2c
	I use linking words to connect idea.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2b
	I use facts, definitions, and details from the text to explain my ideas.
	
	
	
	

	*W.3.2d
	I have a conclusion that reminds the reader of the focus of the piece.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I use illustrations to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.6
	The words I use show that I am knowledgeable about this topic.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.4
L.3.3
	My writing is appropriate for this purpose and audience.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	
	
	


10. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


11. How can I improve next time?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


	Anchor Standards: W.2

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Write informative/ explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
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End of Unit 3 Assessment: Informative Essay: Revising and Editing a Description of My Freaky Frog
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