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Poison Dart Frog Model
The poison dart frog doesn’t actually fire poisonous darts! Native people used the frog to make poisonous blowpipe darts. That’s how it got its name. Poison dart frogs are quite small. Some can be as small as one inch long. They live in Central and South America in tropical forests. They eat ants and mites. Poison dart frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.

There are a couple of physical adaptations that keep the poison dart frog safe. First, it has toxic skin. This means its skin is poisonous. The poison on its skin can paralyze or kill predators that touch it. The poisonous chemicals come from the food it eats, such as ants and mites, which contain toxins. Another physical feature of poison dart frogs is their brightly colored skin. Different kinds of poison dart frogs are different colors. For example, the strawberry poison dart frog is bright red. The Phyllobates terribillis is bright yellow. The bright color warns other creatures that the frog is poisonous. This deters predators from eating the frog.

In addition to these physical adaptations, the poison dart frog also has a behavioral adaptation. The female poison dart frog lays eggs on a leaf. The leaf hides them from predators.  Then she moves them to water once they hatch. Poison dart frogs have many ways to stay safe!

The poison dart frog has the same predators and prey as other kinds of frogs, but it has special physical features and behaviors that help it survive. Who ever thought that something so beautiful could be so dangerous?

Sources:

DK Publishing, Everything You Need to Know about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures, pages 16, 17, 46, and 47 EL Education, “The Poison Dart Frog

Future Tense Verbs Practice
L.3.1d, L.3.1e

Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper:
Future Tense: a form of a verb that shows something will happen or a state of being in the future

The future tense is formed by adding the word “will” before the base form.

In the sentence:

“The frog will hop.” The verb “hop” is in the future tense because of the word “will” before it. The action is going to happen at some point in the future—for example, in a few minutes, next week, or next year.
	Future Tense

form by adding “will”

	present tense

verb
	future tense
will + verb

	jump
	will jump

	run
	will run

	have
	

	lay
	

	be
	


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook
My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher (Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8


Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: POISON DART FROG

Sources: “Poison Dart Frog,” Everything You Need to Know … pages 17, 18, 38, 47
	My Freaky Frog’s Adaptations


	Facts and Details
	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	poison dart frog
	toxic skin
	· paralyzes and kills predators that touch it

· poison comes from the food the frog eats

· poison builds up in its body as it eats the food

	poison dart frog
	brightly colored
	· red, yellow

· colors warn others that is poisonous

	poison dart frog
	female moves eggs after they hatch
	· lays eggs on a leaf to hide them from predators

· moves them to a water-filled location when they hatch


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook

My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher (Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8


Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: WATER-HOLDING FROG

Sources: “All about the Water-Holding Frog,” Everything You Need to Know … pages 36-37

	My Freaky Frog’s Adaptations


	Facts and Details
	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	water-holding frog
	stores water in its body
	· absorbs half of its weight in water when it rains
· stores water in its bladder and pockets in skin

	water-holding frog
	can live underground for a long time
	· escapes sun and heat
· summer hibernation—

senses rainy season and wakes up

· prevents damage from extreme dryness and heat

	water-holding frog
	has webbed feet
	· when it’s dry, it uses its webbed feet to dig underground

	water-holding frog
	surrounds itself in a dead-skin cocoon
	· cocoon helps keep the water inside its body


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook
My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher (Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8


Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: WATER-HOLDING FROG

Sources: “The Amazon Horned Frog,” Everything You Need to Know … 
pages 20-21

	My Freaky Frog’s Adaptations


	Facts and Details
	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	Amazon horned frog
	tan females, green males
	· makes it easier for the females to hide from predators
· males look like leaves in the rain forest

	Amazon horned frog
	has big mouths and sharp teeth
	· swallows prey whole
· only takes one big gulp to eat its prey

· eats anything smaller than itself

	Amazon horned frog
	has horns above its eyes
	· horns look like leaf stems, which makes it hard for prey to see it

	Amazon horned frog
	ambushes prey
	· hides under leaves and waits for prey
· springs out and catches prey by surprise


Freaky Frogs Research Notebook
My Freaky Frog Adaptations Research Note-catcher (Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Research Question: How are your frog’s adaptations unique? How do these adaptations help it to survive?

My freaky frog is the: GLASS FROG

Sources: “Transparent Wonder,” Everything You Need to Know … 
pages 32-33
	My Freaky Frog’s Adaptations


	Facts and Details
	Facts and Details
	Elaboration

	What is the frog?
	What is the adaptation?
	How does this help the frog survive?

	glass frog
	see-through skin
	· helps it stay almost invisible to predators
· helps it catch prey

	glass frog
	nocturnal
	· sleeps during the day when predators are most active
· comes out at night when it’s harder to see

	glass frog
	lays eggs on the underside of a leaf
	· eggs can’t be seen
· leaf is usually above a stream, so when they eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop right into the water

· male stands guard to protect eggs

	glass frog
	lives in rain forest canopy
	· trees covered with clouds all year round, which keeps its skin moist
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Reading Informational Texts: Researching Freaky Frogs
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