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Informative Writing Checklist

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of My Pourquoi Tale
	Yes?
No?

	RI.3.1
	The focus of my piece shows that I understand the topic or text.

Evidence from the text helps the reader to clearly understand my focus.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I state my focus clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader important information needed to understand the piece.
	
	

	W.3.2d
	I have a conclusion that reminds the reader of the focus of the piece.
	
	

	W.3.2a
	My information is grouped to explain a main idea.
	
	

	W.3.2c
	I use linking words to connect ideas.
	
	

	W.3.2b
	I use facts, definitions, and details from the text to explain my ideas.
	
	

	L.3.6
	The words I use show that I am knowledgeable about this topic.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	Characteristics of My Pourquoi Tale
	Yes?
No?

	W.3.4

L.3.3
	My writing is appropriate for this purpose and audience.
	
	

	W.3.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.3.1
	Words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.3.2
	Spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Language Dive Guide: Focus Statement
(For Teacher Reference)

RI.3.1, RI.3.3, RI.3.4, RI.3.7, RI.3.8, W.3.2a, L.3.1a, L.3.1g
	Rationale

	This sentence is complex and compelling because of its importance to the structure of the essay as a focus statement and because it uses a relative clause. It connects the first paragraph to the second and helps answers the guiding question. The adjective special is highlighted because it connects back to the guiding question as students think about what makes their frog unique. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but slow down to focus on the structure that help them to survive. This relative clause is used to describe the poison dart frog’s adaptations. Students will apply their knowledge and structure of this sentence when writing informational essays about their own freaky frogs.

	Time

	10 Minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive

	· Encourage rich conversation among students about the meaning of each of the sentence strip chunks, what the academic phrases within each chunk mean, and how they relate to the sentence and the text overall. Monitor and guide conversation with total participation techniques and Conversation Cues.

· After asking questions, provide students up to one minute of think time to reflect, depending on the complexity of the question. Alternatively, invite partners to discuss, providing an allocated time for each student.

· Record and display student responses next to or underneath the target language for visual reference.

· Where possible, consider placing sketches, pictures, or illustrations above key nouns and verbs in the chunks after discussing their meanings. This will allow students to quickly access the content of each chunk as they work with the structures in the sentence as a whole.

· For translation work, invite students to use their online or paper translation dictionary if necessary. Invite students to add new vocabulary to their vocabulary log.


	Deconstruct

	· Invite students to place their finger by the final sentence in the Poison Dart Frog Model, the focus statement: Poison dart frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.
· Invite students to chorally read the sentence aloud with you, then ask them to turn to a partner and take turns reading the sentence aloud.

· Ask:

“What is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“How does this sentence add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary.)

· If necessary, follow a process similar to the one below for each key word in the sentence that is unfamiliar to students.

· Say:

“There is a phrase in this sentence that you might not know: special physical and behavioral adaptations.”

“Place your finger on adaptations. What is the translation of adaptations in our home languages? What is the meaning of adaptations? What, in the sentence, makes you think so?” (Adaptations are the way an animal looks or acts that helps it to survive; noun; adaptatsiya in Russian.)

“What part of speech is adaptations? (noun)

“What kind of adaptations do poison dart frogs have?” (special physical and behavioral—e.g., color, egg-laying)

“Are poison dart frog adaptations different from the adaptations of other frogs? Circle the word in the sentence that makes you think so.” (Yes. special tells us they are different from other frogs’ adaptations.)

· Consider covering special with your hand and writing it after physical and behavioral. Read the new sentence:

“Poison dart frogs have physical and behavioral special adaptations …”

Ask:

“Is it correct to write special after physical and behavioral?” (No, it doesn’t sound right. We have to write special first because it’s an opinion word, and physical and behavioral come next because they are purpose words.)

· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: Poison dart frogs
· Ask:

“Who is this sentence about?” (poison dart frogs)

“What is similar about the parts of speech in the name of this frog and the parts of speech in water-holding frog?” (frogs and frog are nouns; poison dart and water-holding are both adjectives in front of frogs and frog that describe the frog.)

· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: have special physical and behavioral adaptation


	· Ask:

“What do poison dart frogs have?” (unique, or different body parts and ways of acting)

“What tense is the verb have? Why did the author use this tense?” (It is in the present tense. The author used it because poison dart frogs still have these adaptations; this is something that is, and will probably always be true.)

· Students can sketch a physical adaptation and a behavioral adaptation in their note-catchers
· Display and read aloud the following sentence strip chunk: that help them to survive.

· Ask:

“What do these special physical and behavioral adaptations do for the poison dart frog?” (They help it live and stay safe from predators.)

· Circle the word that. Invite students to do the same in their note-catchers.

· Ask:

“What does that refer to in the sentence? Why do you think that? (that refers to the special physical and behavioral adaptations. I know because the adaptations come right before that in the sentence, so it is going to describe the adaptations.)

“Can you figure out why the author writes that in this sentence?” (to describe the poison-dart frog’s special features and behaviors.)

· Draw an arrow from that to special physical and behavioral adaptations. Invite students to do the same in their note-catchers.

· Ask:

“What if frogs did not have these special adaptations?” (They might not survive.)

“Are the adaptations good? Underline the words in the sentence that make you think so.” (Yes. that help them to survive.)

· Display the sentence frame:

· I have school supplies that help me to ______.

(verb phrase)

· Say:

“Use this frame to add more information about your school supplies and what they help you do.” (I have school supplies that help me create amazing artwork.)

	Reconstruct

	· Scramble the sentence strip chunks so that the sentence doesn’t make sense and display so all students can see. Say:

“Put the chunks of the sentence in the correct sequence.”

· Invite students to work with their partners. Cold call students to come to the front to put the chunks in the correct order for the whole class to see.

· Point to and read the entire sentence on display: Poison dart frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.


	· Ask:

“Can you figure out the purpose of this sentence in the Poison Dart Frog Model?” (It is a focus statement. By appearing in the beginning of the text, it helps us focus on the main idea in the Model; it connects the ideas from the first paragraph to the ideas in the second paragraph.)

“What other questions can we ask that will help us understand this sentence?” (Responses will vary.)

“Now what do you think is the meaning of this sentence?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Unique body parts and ways of acting have changed over time to keep the poison dart frog alive.)

“How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” (Responses will vary, but may include: it helps us understand that some adaptations are special for the poison dart frog, and they help it stay alive.)

· Consider placing the chunks in a different order and challenging students to figure out if the sentence still makes sense.

· To provide lighter support, invite students to add a when clause to the end of this sentence in their note-catcher (e.g., when they are threatened by predators).

	Practice
	Nouns and noun phrases

(people, places, things, ideas)
	Verbs and phrases
(actions, states of being)
	Language to connect words, phrases, clauses
Language to make references

	
	Poison dart frogs
	have special physical and behavioral adaptations
	That help them to survive

	
	· Display the sentence frame:

_____ frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that _____.

(Species) + (verb phrase).

(Glass frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them stay alive.)

· Say:

“Think about your freaky frog. Complete the frame to write a focus statement that captures the main idea of your essay. Share the sentence with your partner and then write it in your note-catcher.”

· Ask:

“Can you post the language chunks around the room on the appropriate Language Chunk Wall?”


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
Focus Statement
Directions: Create sentence strip chunks as shown below. Follow the instructions in the Language Dive Guide.


	Poison dart frogs

	have special physical and behavioral adaptations

	that help them to survive.


Language Dive Note Catcher: Focus Statement

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Poison dart frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.

	Sketch a special physical adaptation that helps them to survive: the bright color that deters predators.
	Sketch a special behavioral adaptation that helps them to survive: the female laying eggs on a leaf.

	I have school supplies that help me __________________________________.
                                                                                            (verb phrase) 

__________________________________frogs have special physical and

                              (Species)

behavioral adaptations that _________________________________________.

                                                                                          (verb phrase)


Informational Writing Planning
Graphic Organizer

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Focus Question: How are my frog’s adaptations unique?
Focus Statement: Water-holding frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.
	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your frog.

Details:

· What is my frog called?

water-holding frog
· Where does it live? What is its habitat?

Australia

dry desert

hibernates underground

puddles, pools, streams when not

hibernating
· What does it look like?

wide head, thick body, white belly

webbed feet

gray, dark brown, green

smooth skin

warts

gets bigger when it absorbs water
· What are its predators?

snakes, birds, larger frogs, lizards
· What is its prey?

small frogs and tadpoles

small fish

small insects
	Proof Paragraph

	
	Facts and Details
What is my frog’s unique adaptation?
	Elaboration
How does this help the frog survive?

	
	stores water in

its body
	absorbs half

of its weight in

water when it

rains

	
	can live

underground for

a long time by

storing water

in its body and

surrounding

itself in a deadskin

cocoon
	hibernates in

the summer to

escape the sun

and to prevent

damage from

extreme dryness

and heat

senses when

the rainy season

begins and

wakes up

cocoon helps

keep water

inside its body

	
	has webbed feet
	uses feet to dig

underground

when it’s dry


	
Concluding Statement

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

The water‐holding frog has the same

predators and prey as other kinds of frogs,

but it has special physical features and

behaviors that help it survive.
Details:

· What is interesting about the way your frog survives?

· stores water in its body

hibernates underground
	Vocabulary from my research to be used:

· adaptation

· hibernate

· absorb


Informational Writing Planning
Graphic Organizer

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Focus Question: How are my frog’s adaptations unique?

Focus Statement: Amazon horned frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.

	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your frog.

Details:

· What is my frog called?

Amazon horned frog

· Where does it live? What is its habitat?

ponds in the Amazon rain forest

South America

· What does it look like?

bigger than most frogs can

weigh up to a pound

can grow up to 8 inches long, the size of a small dinner plate

round body

small horns above eyes

large mouth and sharp teeth

mouth is wider than length of body

tan females green males

· What are its predators?

no known predators

· What is its prey?

almost anything that is smaller
ants and other insects
mice or rats
	Proof Paragraph

	
	Facts and Details
What is my frog’s unique adaptation?
	Elaboration
How does this help the frog survive?

	
	coloring—females are tan, males are green
	make sit easier for females to hide from predators

males look like leaves in the rain forest

	
	big mouths and sharp teeth
	swallow prey whole

only takes one

big gulp to eat its prey

can eat anything smaller than itself

	
	horn above its eyes that look like leaf stems
	makes it hard for prey to see it

can sneak up on prey

	
	ambushes prey
	hides under leaves and waits for prey

springs out and catches prey by surprise


	Concluding Statement

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

The Amazon horned frog has the same predators and prey as other kinds of frogs, but it has special physical features and behaviors that help it survive.

Details:

· What is interesting about the way your frog survives?

horns look like leaf stems

ambushes prey
	Vocabulary from my research to be used:

· adaptation

· horns

· camouflage

· ambush


Informational Writing Planning
Graphic Organizer

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8
Focus Question: How are my frog’s adaptations unique?

Focus Statement: Glass frogs have special physical and behavioral adaptations that help them to survive.

	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your frog.

Details:

· What is my frog called?

Glass frog
· Where does it live? What is its habitat?

Central and South America

trees in the rain forest canopy

warm, moist places with a steady stream of water nearby 
· What does it look like?

see-through skin

can see its insides—heart, stomach, blood shades of green on top of its body

more transparent from underneath

gold eyes

1 to 3 inches; as small as an almond

tiny, round-ended toes 
· What are its predators?

birds and snakes
· What is its prey?

insects, flies, tiny spiders
	Proof Paragraph

	
	Facts and Details
What is my frog’s unique adaptation?
	Elaboration
How does this help the frog survive?

	
	see-through skin
	stays almost invisible to predators and prey

	
	sleeps during the day, awake at night
	sleeps when predators are most active
comes out at night when it’s harder to see, so it can sneak up on prey

	
	lays eggs on the underside of a leaf
	eggs can’t usually be seen
leaf is usually above a stream so that when eggs hatch, the tadpoles drop right into the water

male guards the eggs

	
	lives in rain forest canopy
	trees covered with clouds all year round, helps to keep their skin most so they don’t need to live near streams or ponds


	Concluding Statement

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

The glass frog has the same predators and prey as other kinds of frogs, but it has special physical features and behaviors that help it survive.
Details:

· What is interesting about the way your frog survives?

transparent skin
	Vocabulary from my research to be used:

· adaptation
· transparent

· rain forest canopy


Informational Writing Planning
Graphic Organizer
W.3.2, W.3.4, W.3.5, W.3.7, W.3.8

Name: ____________________________________ 
Date: _______________
Focus Question: How are my frog’s adaptations unique?
Focus Statement:
	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your frog.

Details:

· What is my frog called?

· Where does it live? What is its habitat?

· What does it look like?

· What are its predators?

· What is its prey?
	Proof Paragraph

	
	Facts and Details
What is my frog’s unique adaptation?
	Elaboration
How does this help the frog survive?

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Concluding Statement

Restate your focus statement from the introduction.

Details:

· What is interesting about the way your frog survives?
	Vocabulary from my research to be used:
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Writing Informational Texts: Planning an Introduction about My Freaky Frog
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