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Structure of Esperanza Rising
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.5

	Key:

	Exposition
	Beginning of the story, describing how things are before the action begins

	Rising Action
	Series of conflicts and crises in the story that build toward the climax

	Climax
	The turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

	Falling Action
	The action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

	Resolution
	Tying everything together


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure of the story? Why?

	Pages 1-3
	Exposition: Introduces Esperanza and her father and Aguascalientes, Mexico.

	Las Uvas
Pages 4-22
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s father is killed. This means that things are going to change for Esperanza’s family, and we wonder what Esperanza and her mama will do now. 

	Las Papayas:
Pages 23-38
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s uncle now owns the land their house is on and wants to marry her mama. We know that things are going to continue to change for the family, and we wonder what they will decide to do next. 

	Las Guayabas Pages 58–80 


	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama leave secretly for the United States. Already their life is different, and it is only going to change more. We wonder what life will be like for them in the United States.


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure of the story? Why?

	Los Melones Pages 81–99 
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mother cross the border into the United States, where they meet Miguel’s family members, who take them onward. We know that more things are likely to happen to Esperanza and her mother because they have only just arrived in the United States. There hasn’t been a turning point yet. 

	Las Cebollas
Pages 100-121
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama arrive in the camp. Mama begins work while Esperanza learns how to look after the babies. Things are continuing to get more and more challenging for Esperanza. We wonder when this will change. 



	Las Almendras Pages 121–138 


	Rising Action: They all go to the party, where there is trouble when Marta and her friends talk about a strike. Things might change for Esperanza and Mama if the workers do strike because it could affect whether they have work. 



	Las Ciruelas Pages 139–157 


	Rising Action: After a big dust storm, Mama becomes very sick with valley fever. Things are continuing to get more challenging for Esperanza as she now has to look after herself and Mama. 


How Were the Human Rights of Characters
in Esperanza Rising Threatened? Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RI.5.1 
	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Uvas 
	On page 12, Mama tells Esperanza, “The wealthy ill own most of the land while some 

of the poor have not even a garden plot.... Some peasants are forced to eat cats.” 
	Keep trying Asking someone for help 
	the poor 
	On the simplified version, the article is titled “Food and Shelter for All.” If they are forced to eat cats, they do not have “a good life,” as it says they should. 

	Las Uvas 
	Papa is killed by bandits who don’t understand that he has given land to many of his workers. On page 22 it says, “When the wagon stopped, Esperanza could see a body in back, completely covered with a blanket.” 
	Articles 1, 3, and 5 
	Papa 
	Esperanza’s father is killed. This threatens the “right to life” in Article 3. It also threatens being “treated in the same way” in Article 1, and “Nobody has any right to hurt us” in Article 5. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Papayas 
	The land is left to Luis rather than Mama. On page 30 it says, “It is not customary to leave land to women and since Luis was the banker on the loan, Sixto left the land to him.” 
	Article 17 
	Mama 
	The land the house is on is left to Luis rather than Mama because she is a woman, but the article says that “everyone has the right to own things.” 

	Las Papayas 
	Miguel describes that Esperanza’s uncles would treat his family like animals.  On page 36 he says, “But your uncles ... you know their reputation. They would take it all away and treat us like animals.” 
	Article 23 
	Miguel and his family 
	If the family stayed, Esperanza’s uncles would treat them badly. Article 23 says that “Every grown- up has the right to do a job, to a fair wage for their work.” 

	Los Higos
	The uncles arranged a re to burn their house down. On page 43 it says, “They all knew that the uncles had arranged there.” 


	Articles 3 and 17
	Mama and Esperanza
	The uncles burn the house down, which threatened their lives. Article 3 says, “We all have the right to life.” Article 17 says, “Nobody should take our things from us without a good reason.” 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Guayabas
	On page 79 Miguel explains to Esperanza why the woman is begging. “‘Have you never noticed?’ he said, sounding surprised. ‘Those with Spanish blood, who have the fairest complexions in the land, are the wealthiest.’” 
	Article 2 


	the beggar
	Article 2 says, “These rights belong to everybody, whatever our differences,” yet Miguel explains that people with Spanish blood have better conditions than others. 


	Los Melonas
	People are not allowed to cross the border into the United States. On page 83 it says, “Across the tracks, several groups of people were being prodded onto another train headed back to Mexico. ‘My heart aches for those people. They came all this way just to be sent back.’” 
	Article 13
	people trying to cross the border
	Article 13 says, “We all have the right to go where we want in our own country and 

to travel as we wish.” But those people are not being allowed to travel as they wish. 




	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Cebollas
	Esperanza and her mother can’t have their own cabin because there is no housing for single women. On page 102 Mama says, “Esperanza, they will only give one cabin for each man and his family. There is no housing for single women. This is a family camp so we must have a male head of household to live and work here.” 
	Article 22


	Mama and Esperanza
	Article 22 says, “We all have the right to affordable housing,” but Mama and Esperanza are not being given that right. 



	Las Almendras 


	Marta and her friends want to strike because of the living and working conditions. 

On page 134, Esperanza asks, “They want to strike for better houses?” and Josefina replies, “That and 

more money for those who pick cotton.” 
	Article 23 and 25
	Marta and her mother and friends 

	Article 23 says, “Every grown- up has the right to do a job, to a fair wage for their work,” but Marta and her friends are not being paid a fair wage. Article 25 says, “We all have the right to 

a good life,” yet from what Marta and Josefina 

described, they are not having a good life at all because 

the living  and working conditions are bad. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Ciruelas
	They were given no time off at the weekends because grape picking had to be finished. On page 144 it says, “The grapes had to be finished before the first fall rains and had to be picked rápido, quickly, so now there were no Saturdays or Sundays in the week, just workdays.” 


	Article 24


	All of them: Esperanza, Mama, Miguel’s family 

	Article 24 says, “We all have the right to rest from work and to relax,” but in this chapter none of the characters are getting rest because of the demands of their work. 




Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Las Ciruelas”
RL.5.1, RL.5.3
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 

	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Las Ciruelas
	Mama’s sickness
	153-154

	Description:


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	
	
	

	
	
	

	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	
	
	


1: How are the character reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer. 
They all think Mama is fine and just needs some rest. 

Esperanza and Hortensia are worried for Mama and think she needs to see a doctor. 

Esperanza and Hortensia are angry that Mama is sick. D: Esperanza and Hortensia don’t believe that Mama is sick. 

2: How are the character reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. 
a. Mama and Hortensia both agree that Mama is fine, while Esperanza is worried for her. 

Mama and Esperanza both agree that Mama is fine, while Hortensia is worried for her. 

Esperanza is sad, while Hortensia is angry with Esperanza for worrying about her Mama. 

Mama thinks she is fine, while Esperanza and Hortensia don’t agree. 

Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Las Ciruelas”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 

	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Las Ciruelas
	Mama’s sickness
	153-154

	Description: Mama becomes sick after the dust storm.


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Mama
	· Doesn’t feel good at all  

· Doesn’t want people to  worry about her  

· Worried about the cost of  seeing a doctor  

· In denial, thinking that if she pretends she is OK, she will be OK 
	· Page 153: Not feeling well, “Mama carefully walked into the cabin as if she were trying to keep her balance and slumped into a chair in the kitchen.”  

· Page 153: Tells Esperanza that she is fine. She says, “I am fine. Just tired. I’m not used to the work. And I’ve told you doctors are very expensive.”


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Esperanza
	· Worried about Mama  

· Feels helpless  because Mama won’t listen  

· Frightened when Mama  doesn’t move 
	· Page 153: Esperanza pleads with her Mama to listen to Hortensia: “‘Mama, listen to her,’ pleaded Esperanza.”  

· Page 154: When Mama doesn’t move, “Esperanza felt panic squeezing her and she screamed.”  

	Hortensia
	· Worried about Mama and  wants her to get better  

· Doesn’t agree that Mama  is fine and perhaps thinks she is stubborn. 
	· Page 153: “Look at her, she has lost weight. She has not been herself since that storm and that was a month ago.  I think she should go to the doctor.”  

· Page 153: “Looked at Esperanza, shaking her head,” as though she doesn’t agree with Mama and thinks her stubborn. 


1: How are the character reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer. 
b. They all think Mama is fine and just needs some rest. 

CORRECT: Esperanza and Hortensia are worried for Mama and think she needs to see a doctor. 

Esperanza and Hortensia are angry that Mama is sick. D: Esperanza and Hortensia don’t believe that Mama is sick. 

2: How are the character reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. 
c. Mama and Hortensia both agree that Mama is fine, while Esperanza is worried for her. 

Mama and Esperanza both agree that Mama is fine, while Hortensia is worried for her. 

Esperanza is sad, while Hortensia is angry with Esperanza for worrying about her Mama. 

CORRECT: Mama thinks she is fine, while Esperanza and Hortensia don’t agree. 
Character Reaction Paragraph: Hortensia
 (Example, for Teacher Reference) 
RL.5.1, RL.5.3 

In the chapter “Las Ciruelas” in Esperanza Rising, Mama becomes sick after the dust storm. Hortensia is worried about Mama and wants her to get better. On page 153, Hortensia tells Esperanza, “Look at her, she has lost weight. She has not been herself since that storm and that was a month ago. I think she should go to the doctor.” Hortensia doesn’t agree that Mama is fine and perhaps thinks she is stubborn. After Mama replies that she is fine and just needs rest, Hortensia “looked at Esperanza, shaking her head,” as though she doesn’t agree with Mama and thinks she is stubborn. [image: image1.emf]
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