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Model Two-Voice Poem: “The Fire”
RL.5.3, W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.9a 


Key:
Italics = quotes from the novel

	Esperanza
	Both
	Miguel

	I am Esperanza. I am 13 years old. My family owns this beautiful house, El Rancho de las Rosas. 
	
	

	
	
	I am Miguel. I am 16 years old. I am a servant at this beautiful house, El Rancho de las Rosas.

	
	I am in the courtyard in the dark of night. The ranch is on fire! I watch the flames, like long curved fingers reaching for the horizon, lighting the night sky.
	

	I’m confused. This cannot be real. I must be still dreaming. Has my own imagination has gone wild? 
	
	

	
	
	Where is the family? I see Esperanza and Ramona, but where is Abuelita? 

	
	I see sparks from the house float on the wind toward the stables and fields. The fire is spreading. 
	


	Esperanza
	Both
	Miguel

	
	
	I run into the house. I must find Abuelita. 

	I am numb. Someone wraps me in a blanket. Am I cold? 
	
	I find Abuelita and carry her out of the burning house. I put her safely on the ground. 

	
	I hear someone scream. 


	

	
	
	My father wrestled me to the ground and rolled me over to put out the fire on my back. I take off my blackened shirt. My back is not badly burned. 

	I worry for Abuelita. Is she dead? 
	
	

	
	I watch as El Rancho de las Rosas burns to the ground. 
	


Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“The Fire”
RL.5.1, RL.5.3

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 


	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Los Higos
	The fire
	39-42

	Description: 


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Miguel
	
	

	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Esperanza
	
	


Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“The Fire”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.3

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 


	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Los Higos
	The fire
	39-42

	Description: Esperanza is woken up in the night by Mama because the house is on fire. Alfonso helps Mama and Esperanza get out, but Abuelita is missing inside until Miguel finds her and carries her out. 


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Miguel
	· Concerned more about the safety of Esperanza’s family than his own 


	· Page 41: “Miguel grabbed her. ‘Where’s your mother and Abuelita?’ Esperanza whimpered and looked toward Mama. He left her, stopped at Mama, then ran toward the house.”  

· Pages 41–42: “Miguel ran out of the burning house carrying Abuelita in his arms. He laid her down and Hortensia screamed. The back of his shirt was on fire.”  


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Esperanza
	· Confused, numb
	· Page 41: Confused: “Esperanza felt dizzy. Nothing seemed real. Was she still dreaming? Was this her own imagination gone wild?”  

· Page 41: Numb: “Someone wrapped a blanket around her. Was she cold? She did not know.”  

· Page 42: She wasn’t able to do anything because she was so confused and numb: “Esperanza stood as if in  a trance and watched El Rancho de las Rosas burn.” 



Model Two-Voice Poem: “The Fire”
RL.5.3, W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.9a 


Key:
Italics = quotes from the novel

	Esperanza
	Both
	Miguel

	I am Esperanza. I am 13 years old. My family owns this beautiful house, El Rancho de las Rosas. 
	
	

	
	
	I am Miguel. I am 16 years old. I am a servant at this beautiful house, El Rancho de las Rosas.

	
	I am in the courtyard in the dark of night. The ranch is on fire! I watch the flames, like long curved fingers reaching for the horizon, lighting the night sky.
	

	I’m confused. This cannot be real. I must be still dreaming. Has my own imagination has gone wild? 
	
	

	
	
	Where is the family? I see Esperanza and Ramona, but where is Abuelita? 

	
	I see sparks from the house float on the wind toward the stables and fields. The fire is spreading. 
	


	Esperanza
	Both
	Miguel

	
	
	I run into the house. I must find Abuelita. 

	I am numb. Someone wraps me in a blanket. Am I cold? 
	
	I find Abuelita and carry her out of the burning house. I put her safely on the ground. 

	
	I hear someone scream. 


	

	
	
	My father wrestled me to the ground and rolled me over to put out the fire on my back. I take off my blackened shirt. My back is not badly burned. 

	I worry for Abuelita. Is she dead? 
	
	

	
	I watch as El Rancho de las Rosas burns to the ground. 
	


Two-Voice Poems

RL.5.3, W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.9a 

Two-Voice Poems: 

· Briefly introduces each character  

· Describes the same event through the eyes of two different characters  

· The two voices speak together for things that are similar  

· Each voice speaks alone for the things specific to that character  

· Balances the amount of text read separately and together  

· The order of the text on the page shows the order it is to be read in  

· The poet uses quotes from the text to describe what the characters see and hear  

List of Analyzed Events/Situations
	Lesson
	Chapter and Pages
	Event
	Note Catcher

	Lesson 1
	Las Cebollas,
100-106
	Moving into a cabin in the camp
	Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Las Cebollas”

	Lesson 3
	Las Ciruelas,
153-154
	Mama’s sickness
	Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Las Ciruelas”

	Lesson 6
	Los Espárragos, 204–211 

 
	The immigration sweep
	Character Reaction Note Catcher: “Los Espárragos”

	Lesson 7
	Los Duraznos, 219–223 


	Miguel losing his job and having to dig ditches 
	Character Reaction Note Catcher: “Los Duraznos””


Two-Voice Poem Planner
RL.5.3, W.5.3, W.5.4, W.5.9a 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Event/Situation:

	
	Both
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


	Event/Situation:

	
	Both
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Character Reactions in Esperanza Rising: Writing a Two-Voice Poem








© 2016 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	13



