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Parts of the Model Literary Essay
Introductory Paragraph
	In the chapter “Los Higos” of Esperanza Rising, by Pam Muñoz Ryan, the Ortega family wake in the middle of the night because their house is on fire. El Rancho de las Rosas is home to both 13-year-old Esperanza Ortega, whose wealthy family owns the ranch, and Miguel Gonzales, the 16-year-old son of one of the workers. 

	In the dark of night, each responds differently to this crisis. 

	Esperanza seems unable to do anything, 

	while Miguel jumps straight into the action. 


Literary Essay Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9a 
Introductory Paragraph 
· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives some background information: Chapter, book title, author, brief description of the event/situation  

· Focus statement: Explains that each character responds differently to the event/situation  

· Point 1: First character whose reaction you will describe  

· Point 2: Second character whose reaction you will describe  

Working to Become Effective Learners
Anchor Chart

Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper, leaving space at the bottom to add to it throughout the unit. 
Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life 

	Habit of character
	What does it mean? 
	What does it look like? 
	What does it sound like?

	I collaborate 
	This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal. 
	
	


How to Become Effective Learners
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)


Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper, leaving space at the bottom to add to it throughout the unit. 
Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life 

	Habit of character
	What does it mean? 
	What does it look like? 
	What does it sound like?

	I collaborate 
	This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal. 
	· One person talking at a time and the others listening 
	· “What do you think?”  

· “I’m not sure I understand. Can you say that again?”  

· “I’d like to build on that idea ...”  

· “That sounds like a great idea, and perhaps we could also ...”


Writing Complete Sentences

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
L.5.1

A complete sentence: 
· Has a subject with a predicate and expresses a complete thought  

· Begins with a capital letter  

· Ends with an end mark—either a period, question mark, or exclamation point

Examples
Esperanza seems to be confused.

In contrast, Miguel reacts quite differently.  

Parts of Speech
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
L.5.1

Teacher Directions: Write the following on chart paper.
Part of speech: one of the categories into which words are often grouped, according to their function 
	Part of Speech
	What is it?
	Example

	 noun
	a word that names a person, place, thing, or idea
	Sara, New York, cat

	pronoun
	a word used to replace a noun
	his, hers, theirs

	verb
	a word that describes an action or state of being
	hop, jump, eat, drink, bounce

	adjective
	a word that describes a noun or a pronoun
	green, moist

	adverb
	a word that describes a verb, an adjective, or another adverb
	slowly, quickly, bouncily, energetically


Informative Writing Checklist
(For Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 

	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing 
	Characteristics of My Literary Essay 
	Yes?
No?

	W.5.9 
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources. 
	· Focus: The differing 
· reactions between two of the characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 

· Sources: Character Reaction note-catcher and the Esperanza Rising text 
	

	W.5.2a 
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece. 
	· Focus: The differing reactions between two of the characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece. 
	· Introduce the chapter, text title, and author 
· Write a brief description of the event/ situation 
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader. 
	
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas. 
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking. 
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing 
	Characteristics of My Literary Essay 
	Yes?
No?

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect. 
	
	

	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented. 
	
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience. 
	· Task: A literary essay about the differing reactions 
· of two characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 

· Audience: Students and teachers 
	

	W.5.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
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