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Organizing the Model:
Conclusion Paragraph Strips
	Although the fire will profoundly change both their lives, Esperanza and Miguel react very differently. 

	Esperanza is a rich child who is used to everyone looking after her and having things done for her. She does not know what to do in the face of this crisis, and so she does nothing. 

	In contrast, Miguel is older and is used to looking after Esperanza, like an older brother, and taking responsibility for getting things done. His life seems to have taught him that when things go wrong, you need to take action. If not for his brave response, Abuelita would have been killed. 

	These very different reactions show that the life you lead can affect how you react in a situation. 


Literary Essay Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9a 
Introductory Paragraph 
· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives some background information: Chapter, book title, author, brief description of the event/situation  

· Focus statement: Explains that each character responds differently to the event/situation  

· Point 1: First character whose reaction you will describe  

· Point 2: Second character whose reaction you will describe  

Proof Paragraph 1  

· Reasons: Describes what the first character thought/felt, and the character’s reactions  

· Evidence: Provides evidence from the text quoted accurately for each reason 

· Elaboration: Explains how the evidence shows what the first character thought/felt and the character’s reaction

Proof Paragraph 2  

· Reasons: Describes what the second character thought/felt, and the character’s reactions  

· Evidence: Provides evidence from the text quoted accurately for each reason 

· Elaboration: Explains how the evidence shows what the second character thought/felt and the character’s reaction
Concluding Paragraph  

· What? Restates the focus statement: the characters reacted differently to the same situation  

· So what? Why did they react differently?  

Informative Writing Checklist
(For Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, L.5.1, L.5.2, L.5.3, L.5.6 
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing 
	Characteristics of My Literary Essay 
	Yes?
No?

	W.5.9 
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources. 
	· Focus: The differing 
· reactions between two of the characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 

· Sources: Character Reaction note-catcher and the Esperanza Rising text 
	

	W.5.2a 
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece. 
	· Focus: The differing reactions between two of the characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 
	

	W.5.2a
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece. 
	· Introduce the chapter, text title, and author 
· Write a brief description of the event/ situation 
	

	W.5.2a
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader. 
	· Each proof paragraph describes, with evidence from Esperanza Rising, the reactions of one character to the event/ situation 
	

	W.5.2a
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas. 
	
	

	W.5.2b
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking. 
	· Details and quotations from Esperanza Rising about the reaction of each character to the event/ situation, quoted accurately from the text.
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing 
	Characteristics of My Literary Essay 
	Yes?
No?

	W.5.2c
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect. 
	
	

	W.5.2d
L.5.6
	I use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
	
	

	W.5.2e
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented. 
	· Restates the focus statement 
· Reflects on why the characters reacted that way
	

	W.5.4
(partial)
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience. 
	· Task: A literary essay about the differing reactions of two characters to an event/ situation in Esperanza Rising 

· Audience: Students and teachers 
	

	W.5.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.5.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	


Character Reaction Reflections
Note Catcher

W.5.2 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Why did each character react that way? Consider age, family, and previous experiences 

	Character 1: 
	Character 2:

	 
	 


Character Reaction Reflections
Note Catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2 


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Why did each character react that way? Consider age, family, and previous experiences 

	Character 1: 
	Character 2:

	Esperanza is a rich child who is used to everyone looking after her and having things done for her. She probably does not know what to do or how to help.
	Miguel is older and is used to looking after Esperanza, like an older brother, and taking responsibility for getting things done. His life seems to have taught him that when things go wrong, you need to take action.
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