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Structure of Esperanza Rising
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.5

	Key:

	Exposition
	Beginning of the story, describing how things are before the action begins

	Rising Action
	Series of conflicts and crises in the story that build toward the climax

	Climax
	The turning point, when something important happens that changes the direction of the story

	Falling Action
	The action that happens after the climax and starts to guide the story toward the resolution

	Resolution
	Tying everything together


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure of the story? Why?

	Pages 1-3
	Exposition: Introduces Esperanza and her father and Aguascalientes, Mexico.

	Las Uvas
Pages 4-22
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s father is killed. This means that things are going to change for Esperanza’s family, and we wonder what Esperanza and her mama will do now. 

	Las Papayas:
Pages 23-38
	Rising Action: Esperanza’s uncle now owns the land their house is on and wants to marry her mama. We know that things are going to continue to change for the family, and we wonder what they will decide to do next. 

	Las Guayabas Pages 58–80 


	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama leave secretly for the United States. Already their life is different, and it is only going to change more. We wonder what life will be like for them in the United States.


	Chapter
	How does the chapter fit into the overall structure of the story? Why?

	Los Melones Pages 81–99 
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mother cross the border into the United States, where they meet Miguel’s family members, who take them onward. We know that more things are likely to happen to Esperanza and her mother because they have only just arrived in the United States. There hasn’t been a turning point yet. 

	Las Cebollas
Pages 100-121
	Rising Action: Esperanza and her mama arrive in the camp. Mama begins work while Esperanza learns how to look after the babies. Things are continuing to get more and more challenging for Esperanza. We wonder when this will change. 



	Las Almendras Pages 121–138 


	Rising Action: They all go to the party, where there is trouble when Marta and her friends talk about a strike. Things might change for Esperanza and Mama if the workers do strike because it could affect whether they have work. 

	Las Ciruelas Pages 139–157 
	Rising Action: After a big dust storm, Mama becomes very sick with valley fever. Things are continuing to get more challenging for Esperanza as she now has to look after herself and Mama. 

	Las Papas
Pages 158-178
	Rising Action: Mama goes to the hospital, and Esperanza begins to work. Things are getting worse for Esperanza. Now she has to worry about paying medical bills all by herself. 

	Los Aguacates
Pages 179-198
	Rising Action: Mama gets pneumonia, and Esperanza and Miguel go to the market, taking a detour on the way back to pick up Marta to take her to the strikers’ camp. Although she has started to accept her life a little more, things still haven’t improved for Esperanza and there is the threat of a strike, which could make things much worse. 

	Los Espárragos Pages 199–213
	Rising Action: Esperanza and the other workers are put in danger by the strikers, but immigration officials come and take the strikers away to deport them back to Mexico. Things still haven’t gotten any better for Esperanza yet. 

	Los Duraznos Pages 214–233 


	Rising Action: Isabel wants to be Queen of the May, but she doesn’t get chosen because she is Mexican, and Miguel loses his job working on the engines and has to dig ditches because he is Mexican. Mama comes home from the hospital, and Miguel runs away with Esperanza’s money. Things are starting to look better for Esperanza, but there still hasn’t been an event that really turns it around.


How Were the Human Rights of Characters
in Esperanza Rising Threatened? Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RI.5.1 
	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Uvas 
	On page 12, Mama tells Esperanza, “The wealthy ill own most of the land while some 

of the poor have not even a garden plot.... Some peasants are forced to eat cats.” 
	Keep trying Asking someone for help 
	the poor 
	On the simplified version, the article is titled “Food and Shelter for All.” If they are forced to eat cats, they do not have “a good life,” as it says they should. 

	Las Uvas 
	Papa is killed by bandits who don’t understand that he has given land to many of his workers. On page 22 it says, “When the wagon stopped, Esperanza could see a body in back, completely covered with a blanket.” 
	Articles 1, 3, and 5 
	Papa 
	Esperanza’s father is killed. This threatens the “right to life” in Article 3. It also threatens being “treated in the same way” in Article 1, and “Nobody has any right to hurt us” in Article 5. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Papayas 
	The land is left to Luis rather than Mama. On page 30 it says, “It is not customary to leave land to women and since Luis was the banker on the loan, Sixto left the land to him.” 
	Article 17 
	Mama 
	The land the house is on is left to Luis rather than Mama because she is a woman, but the article says that “everyone has the right to own things.” 

	Las Papayas 
	Miguel describes that Esperanza’s uncles would treat his family like animals.  On page 36 he says, “But your uncles ... you know their reputation. They would take it all away and treat us like animals.” 
	Article 23 
	Miguel and his family 
	If the family stayed, Esperanza’s uncles would treat them badly. Article 23 says that “Every grown- up has the right to do a job, to a fair wage for their work.” 

	Los Higos
	The uncles arranged a re to burn their house down. On page 43 it says, “They all knew that the uncles had arranged there.” 


	Articles 3 and 17
	Mama and Esperanza
	The uncles burn the house down, which threatened their lives. Article 3 says, “We all have the right to life.” Article 17 says, “Nobody should take our things from us without a good reason.” 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Guayabas
	On page 79 Miguel explains to Esperanza why the woman is begging. “‘Have you never noticed?’ he said, sounding surprised. ‘Those with Spanish blood, who have the fairest complexions in the land, are the wealthiest.’” 
	Article 2 


	the beggar
	Article 2 says, “These rights belong to everybody, whatever our differences,” yet Miguel explains that people with Spanish blood have better conditions than others. 


	Los Melonas
	People are not allowed to cross the border into the United States. On page 83 it says, “Across the tracks, several groups of people were being prodded onto another train headed back to Mexico. ‘My heart aches for those people. They came all this way just to be sent back.’” 
	Article 13
	people trying to cross the border
	Article 13 says, “We all have the right to go where we want in our own country and 

to travel as we wish.” But those people are not being allowed to travel as they wish. 




	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Cebollas
	Esperanza and her mother can’t have their own cabin because there is no housing for single women. On page 102 Mama says, “Esperanza, they will only give one cabin for each man and his family. There is no housing for single women. This is a family camp so we must have a male head of household to live and work here.” 
	Article 22


	Mama and Esperanza
	Article 22 says, “We all have the right to affordable housing,” but Mama and Esperanza are not being given that right. 



	Las Almendras 


	Marta and her friends want to strike because of the living and working conditions. 

On page 134, Esperanza asks, “They want to strike for better houses?” and Josefina replies, “That and 

more money for those who pick cotton.” 
	Article 23 and 25
	Marta and her mother and friends 

	Article 23 says, “Every grown- up has the right to do a job, to a fair wage for their work,” but Marta and her friends are not being paid a fair wage. Article 25 says, “We all have the right to 

a good life,” yet from what Marta and Josefina 

described, they are not having a good life at all because 

the living  and working conditions are bad. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Ciruelas
	They were given no time off at the weekends because grape picking had to be finished. On page 144 it says, “The grapes had to be finished before the first fall rains and had to be picked rápido, quickly, so now there were no Saturdays or Sundays in the week, just workdays.” 


	Article 24


	All of them: Esperanza, Mama, Miguel’s family 

	Article 24 says, “We all have the right to rest from work and to relax,” but in this chapter none of the characters are getting rest because of the demands of their work.

	Las Papas
	Mama is in hospital, and it is costing money with no one to pay the medical bills, and Mama isn’t being paid while she is sick. On page 164 it says, “Ever since 

Mama had first become sick over a month ago, they had no money coming in. The doctor’s bills and medicines had used up most of what they’d saved.”
	Article 25
	Mama
	Article 25 says that “all people have the right to be cared for,” yet no one is paying for her medical bills. 




	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Las Papas
	Concerned about Mexican workers being harmed by the people who are striking. On page 171 Marta’s aunt said, “There is also some talk about harming Mexicans who continue to work.” 


	Article 3


	The Mexican workers

	Article 3 says, “We all have the right to life, and to live in freedom and safety,” yet the safety of Mexican workers 

is being threatened. 



	Los Aguacates
	Mexicans and African Americans treated badly because of where they are from and the color of their skin. On pages 187–188 Miguel says, “Americans see us as one big brown group who are only good for manual labor. At this market, 

no one stares at us or treats us like outsiders or calls us ‘dirty greasers.’” On page 188 it also says, “There were special sections at the movie theater for Negroes and Mexicans. 
	Article 2
	Mexicans and African Americans
	Article 2 says, “Don’t discriminate,” but that is exactly what Miguel says Americans are doing.


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Los Aguacates
	The people in the strikers’ camp have had threats against their safety. On page 193 Marta says, “... a lot of people don’t like the strikers causing trouble. We’ve had threats. The men take turns at the entrance.” 
	Article 3


	The people in the strikers’ camp.

	Article 3 says, “We all have the right to life, and to live in freedom and safety,” yet the safety of Mexican workers 

is being threatened. 



	Los Aguacates
	The conditions in the striker’s camp are poor. On page 193 it says, “Some people lived in tents but others only had burlap bags stretched between poles.”
	Article 25
	The people in the strikers’ camp.
	Article 25 is titled “Food and Shelter for All,” and it says, “We all have the right to a good life,” which the people in the strikers’ camp are not having because of the conditions they live in. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Los Espárragos
	The strikers do things to the workers that put them in danger. On page 199 it says, “The company 

had sent a man with a gun to ride on the truck with them, for protection they said,” and on page 202 

it says, “They found razor blades and shards of glass in the field bins.” 
	Article 3
	Esperanza and the farm workers
	Article 3 says, “We all have the right to life, and to live in freedom and safety,” but Esperanza and the farm workers 

have had their safety threatened by the strikers. 


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Los Aguacates
	The immigration officials ignored where the strikers were from and loaded them onto a bus to send them to Mexico, even if they weren’t born there because of what they believed. On page 206 it says, “‘Americana! Americana!’ yelled one woman and began to unfold some papers. One of the officials took the papers from her and tore them into pieces.” When questioned about why citizens are being sent to Mexico, Josefina tells Esperanza on page 206, “It doesn’t matter. They are causing problems for the government.” 
	Article 15 and 19
	The citizens being sent to Mexico
	Article 15 says, “We all have the right to belong to a country,” but the immigration officials are taking away that right by sending American citizens to Mexico. Article 19 says, “We all have the right to make up our own minds, to think what we like, to say what we think, and to share our ideas with other people,” but the workers were punished for this.


	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Los Duraznos 

	On pages 217–218, Isabel explains that the people from Oklahoma get “inside toilets and hot water! And a swimming pool!” while the workers from other countries don’t. Also, Hortensia explained that they are restricted in how often they can swim in the pool: “The Mexicans can only swim on Friday afternoons, before they clean the pool on Saturday mornings,” as though they are dirtier than the others.
	Article 2
	Mexican workers
	Article 2 says, “Don’t discriminate,” yet the people from Oklahoma get better facilities than the Mexican workers, and the Mexican workers are treated as though they are dirty, which is also discrimination. 




	Chapter of Esperanza Rising 
	Description of event and quote from text (Esperanza Rising) 
	Connections to UDHR 

(Which articles?) 
	Who? 

(Which character(s)?) 
	How were the character’s human rights threatened? 

	Los Duraznos 
	Miguel is forced to dig ditches while his job was given 

to someone without any experience. On page 219 Miguel says, “Some of them have never even worked on a motor before. My boss said that he didn’t need me. That they were going to train the new men. He said I could dig ditches or lay tracks if I wanted.” 
	Article 2
	Miguel
	Article 2 says “Don’t discriminate,” yet Miguel’s boss discriminated against him by giving the men from Oklahoma his job working on the motors. 

	Los Duraznos
	Despite having the best grades, Isabel is not chosen to be Queen of the May because she is Mexican. On page 216 Josefina explains, “They always find a way to choose a blonde, blue- eyed queen.” 
	Article 2
	Isabel
	Article 2 says, “Don’t discriminate,” yet that is exactly what he teacher did by choosing another girl to be Queen of the May, even though Isabel had the best grades. 

	Los Duraznos
	Esperanza’s money orders have been stolen. On page 233 it says, “It was empty. The money orders were gone.” 
	Article 17
	Esperanza
	Article 17 says, “Nobody should take our things from us without a good reason.” 


Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Los Duraznos”

RL.5.1, RL.5.3

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 

	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Los Duraznos
	Miguel losing his job and having to dig ditches
	219-223

	Description: 


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Esperanza 
	
	 


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Miguel
	
	


1: How are the character reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer.

They are both unhappy that Miguel has lost his job. 

They are both hopeful for the future. 

They both feel like they are on the same side of the river. 

They both feel like life is much better in the United States than it was in Mexico. 

2: How are the character reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. 

a. Miguel is angry, while Esperanza is calm and tries to help him understand. 

b. Miguel feels as though they are both on the same side of the river, while Esperanza doesn’t. 

c. Esperanza is angry, while Miguel is calmer and tries to help her understand. 

d. Miguel wants to go back to Mexico because things were better there, but Esperanza doesn’t. 
Character Reaction Note Catcher:
“Los Duraznos”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3

How do characters react to events/situations in Esperanza Rising? 

	Chapter:
	Event/Situation
	Pages:

	Los Duraznos
	Miguel losing his job and having to dig ditches
	219-223

	Description: Miguel loses his job working with the motors because his boss gave it to some men from Oklahoma who will do the job for less money. As a result, he is forced to dig ditches to earn money.


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Esperanza 
	· Angry that Miguel lost  his job. P220, “A temper Esperanza did not recognize raged to the surface. Then, like the irrigation pipes in the fields when the water is first turned on, her anger burst forth.”  

· Thinks the discrimination is very unfair
	·  Page 220: Threw the dough she was holding in her hand against the wall, and the text describes how she “stamped out of the cabin, slamming the door.”  

· Page 221: “You cannot work on engines because you are Mexican.”


	Character:
	What does the character think/feel?
	How do you know? What are his/her actions? How does the character interact with others? 

	Miguel
	· Upset  

· Resigned to the fact that he had no choice, and that every- one is trying to feed their families.  

· Hopeful  


	· Page 219: Upset. “‘Can you not tell from my clothes? I dug ditches.’ His voice was sharp.”  

· Page 219: Anger. “Miguel raised his voice.”  

· Pages 219–220: Resignation. “What would you have me do instead? I could have walked out. But I would have no pay for today. Those men from Oklahoma have families,  too. We must all work at something or we will starve.”  

· Page 223: Hope. “Maybe I must be more determined than others to succeed, but I know that it will happen.” 


1: How are the character reactions to this situation similar? Underline the best answer.

e. CORRECT: They are both unhappy that Miguel has lost his job. 

They are both hopeful for the future. 

They both feel like they are on the same side of the river. 

They both feel like life is much better in the United States than it was in Mexico. 

2: How are the character reactions to this situation different? Underline the best answer. 

f. Miguel is angry, while Esperanza is calm and tries to help him understand. 

g. Miguel feels as though they are both on the same side of the river, while Esperanza doesn’t. 

h. CORRECT: Esperanza is angry, while Miguel is calmer and tries to help her understand. 

i. Miguel wants to go back to Mexico because things were better there, but Esperanza doesn’t. 
Character Reaction Paragraph: Miguel

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3 

In the chapter “Los Duraznos” in Esperanza Rising, Miguel loses his job working with the motors because his boss gave it to some men from Oklahoma who will do the job for less money. As a result, he is forced to dig ditches to earn money. Miguel is upset that he lost his job to the people from Oklahoma and that he had to dig ditches. He shows he is upset when he speaks sharply about his dirty clothes. On page 219 it says, “‘Can you not tell from my clothes? 

I dug ditches.’ His voice was sharp.” He also shows his anger by raising his voice. At the bottom of page 219 it says, “Miguel raised his voice.” Miguel is also resigned to the fact that he had no choice, and that everyone is trying to feed their families. On pages 219–220 he says, “What would you have me do instead? I could have walked out. But I would have no pay for today. Those men from Oklahoma have families, too. We must all work at something or we will starve.” Despite being upset, he shows resilience when he expresses hope that he will succeed in life in America. On page 223 he says to Esperanza, “Maybe I must be more determined than others to succeed, but I know that it will happen.”
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