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Character Reaction Paragraph: Esperanza

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a 
In the chapter “Los Duraznos” in Esperanza Rising, Miguel loses his job working with the motors because his boss gave it to some men from Oklahoma who will do the job for less money. As a result, he is forced to dig ditches to earn money. Esperanza is very angry that Miguel lost his job. On page 220 it says, “A temper Esperanza did not recognize raged to the surface. Then, like the irrigation pipes in the fields when the water is first turned on, her anger burst forth.” She showed her anger when she threw the dough she was holding in her hand against the wall on page 220, and the text describes how she “stamped out of the cabin, slamming the door.” She thinks the discrimination is very unfair, and on page 221 she says to Miguel, “You cannot work on engines because you are Mexican.” 

Peer Critique Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.4.5

	Criteria
	What does this mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	Be kind
	Always treat others with dignity and respect.
	· Listening carefully
	· “I like the way you have … because it meets these criteria.”

	Be specific
	Focus on particular strengths and weaknesses. 
	· Identifying the parts  that you think were done well using the criteria  

· Identifying the parts  that you think could be improved using the criteria 
	· “This part meets these  criteria by ...”  

· “Have you thought  about adding/ revising ... in order to...?”  

· “I can’t see evidence of this criteria  in your work. Where do you think you could revise to show evidence of this criteria?” 

	Be helpful
	Positively contribute to the individual or the group. 
	· Helping a peer identify where he or she can improve 
	

	Participate
	Peer critique is a process to support one another, and your feedback is valued! 
	· Listening carefully  

· Providing feedback  as well as receiving it 
	· “Would you read it to me again?”  

· “Can I help you improve  your work?” 


Directions for Peer Critique
1. Partners swap paragraphs with your partner.  

2. Read the paragraph once. If you need help reading it, ask your partner to read it aloud.  

3. Review the criteria on the Character Reaction Paragraph anchor chart.  

4. Identify one star (one thing your partner did well).  

5. Record your star on a sticky note.  
For example, “I can see that you briefly described the event.”

6. Identify one step (one thing your partner could improve on).  

7. Record your step on a different colored sticky note.  
For example, “Could you find a quote from the text to support this claim?” 

8. Explain your feedback. Partner B first, then partner A.  

9. Ask your partner clarifying questions if you don’t understand.  

10. Revise your work. You do not have to revise it if you don’t agree with the feedback.  

Character Reaction Paragraph: Esperanza

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a 


In the chapter “Los Espárragos” in Esperanza Rising, after causing problems for the workers, immigration officials and the police come in and take the strikers away. At first Esperanza is afraid that she will be taken away and that she and

Mama will be separated. On page 205, when she first sees the immigration officials and police, she is afraid and wants comfort from Hortensia: “her fingers desperately clenched Hortensia’s arm. ‘I cannot leave Mama.’ Hortensia heard the panic in her voice.” When she realizes that she is not going to be taken away, she is relieved but also concerned for those who will be. On pages 207–208 it says, “She was relieved, but still imagined the anguish of the strikers.” She felt sorry for Marta and wanted to help her despite the risk. On page 209 it says, “She handed the apron and the asparagus to Marta. ‘When you leave, put on the apron and carry the asparagus so you’ll look like a worker, just in case anyone stops you.’”

Character Reaction Paragraph: Josefina

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a 


In the chapter “Los Espárragos” in Esperanza Rising, after causing problems for the workers, immigration officials and the police come in and take the strikers away. Josefina seems to have experienced this before, or at least knows something about the experience, because she is able to answer all of Esperanza’s questions. She feels bad for the people who are taken away. On page 207 she says to Esperanza, “It is sad. They leave the buses parked at the station until late at night with those they captured on board. Families don’t want to be separated from their loved ones and usually go with them. That is the idea. They call it voluntary deportation. But it is not much of a choice.” 

Esperanza Rising:
Questions about “Los Espárragos”


(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.5.1, RL.5.3, W.5.2, W.5.4, W.5.9, W.5.9a 


11. Reread pages 184 and 200. At first, how does Esperanza respond to seeing the strikers? What is most important to her right now? How is she conflicted (confused) about what to do? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.  
Esperanza is scared and wants to run away. “She wanted to run back to the safety of the camp ... anything but this” (p. 200). Esperanza only wants to take care of her mother. “Remember, Mama, I will take care of everything” (p. 184). “Her mother was sick. That she had to pay bills” (p. 200). Esperanza supports why the strikers are doing what they are doing but does not want to strike herself. “She did not want anyone’s children to starve”  (p. 200).  

12. Reread pages 208–211 and page 212. How does Esperanza help the strikers? Why does she help them? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer. Esperanza helps Marta escape by keeping her hidden in the asparagus crates and giving her an apron so she could trick the guards. “When you leave, put on the apron and carry the asparagus so you’ll look like a worker” (p. 209). Esperanza believes that the farm workers have a right to work like everyone else. “They have a right to be here” (p. 209). “More than anything, Esperanza hoped that Marta and her mother were together”  (p. 212).  

13. Reread pages 196 and 197. How does Miguel feel about the strike? What is most important to him right now? Cite evidence from the text to support your answer.  
Miguel basically agrees with the cause of the strike but is more worried about his own future and sees this as an opportunity for him to do what he wants to do. Miguel says, “What the man says is true ... but ... I might be able to get a job at the railroad.” Esperanza thinks, “For him, the strike was an opportunity to work at the job he loved and to make it in this country.”
14. Reread the last paragraph on page 210. What can you infer about Miguel’s hope about what will change for farmworkers in the United States? Support your answer with evidence from the text.  

Miguel thinks that farm laborers’ conditions will not get better and that there will be another strike eventually. “It is not over.... In time, they will be back.... They will reorganize and they will be stronger. There will come a time when we will all have to decide all over again.” 
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