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Readers Theater: Brainstorm Criteria 
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

What is something they did that we should remember to do in our Readers Theater?

· looked at their scripts
· took turns talking

· knew when to speak

· made their voices sound interesting

· read smoothly/naturally

Performance Criteria Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Our Criteria for Readers Theater:
· I can speak loudly enough for the audience to hear me.

· I can read smoothly and with emotion.

· I can listen to others to keep track of my turn.
Readers Theater Script: Boat School

RF.2.4

“Water, Water, Everywhere”

Challenge to Overcome: Floods 

Solution: Boat schools

Fill in your name.

Narrator: 

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

Architect:

Student 4:

Student 5:

Student 6:

Narrator: This is a play about a group of students in Chalanbeel Region, Bangladesh. The skit you are about to hear has been written using information from the text Off to Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools around the World by Susan Hughes. 

Student 1: It’s raining again! When will this monsoon season stop?

Student 2: This rain is creating floods. You know when there are floods, it gets very hard to get to school. 

Student 3: I don’t think our school will be able to handle this much water.

Architect: Hello, my name is Mohammed Rezwan, and I think I can help. What if we found a way to work with all this water? 

Student 4: Work WITH the water?!

Student 5: What do you mean? 

Architect: My idea is that you all can go to school on a boat. In fact, the boat school can pick you up tomorrow!

Student 6: I can’t wait to see this!

Narrator: The next day, the boat school picked up the children from different spots in the village. 

Student 1: I am surprised to see it looks like a classroom inside!

Student 2: Even if it rains during school, we will still be able to get home too. The boat school can float on top of all this water, and school won’t have to close.

Student 3: Did you see the solar panels on top of the boat? That’s how the computers are working! 

Student 4: The boat can protect our materials and give them electricity!

Student 5: We can learn everything just like we used to, like English, Bengali, reading. The boat school also helps us make sure we don’t miss any days of school!

Narrator: You can thank Mohammed Rezwan, the architect of the boat school!

Student 6: THANK you, Mr. Rezwan!

Readers Theater Script:
Rainforest School

RF.2.4

“Protecting the Amazon”

Challenge to Overcome: Remote/no electricity 

Solution: Solar panels

Fill in your name.

Narrator: 

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

SELF helper:

Student 4:

Student 2’s Parent:

Student 4’s Parent:

Narrator: This is a play about a group of students in Xixuaú, Brazil, deep in the rainforest. The skit you are about to hear has been written using information from the text Off to Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools around the World by Susan Hughes. 

Student 1: Have you been to the city of Manaus lately?

Student 2: No. My dad says it will take us two days to get there even on our fastest boat.

Student 3: I heard my neighbor moved to the city because our school only goes up to third grade.

SELF helper: Hello, I am from the Solar Electric Light Fund, and I think I can help. What if we found a way to bring all the city fun to you? 

Student 4: What do you mean? Will we have electricity?

SELF helper: My idea is that we can bring in solar panels for electricity and computers to connect you to the internet.

Student 2’s Parent: I will help you; that sounds like a 
good idea.

Student 4’s Parent: I will get the community to help bring all these things in!

Narrator: The next day, the solar panels were in place and students had electricity and internet to use. 

Student 1: I can get all the books I need right on the internet!

Student 2: We won’t have to go to the city to get anything we need.

Student 3: Those solar panels are so helpful. 
The electricity is helping our school stay open.

Student 4: My mom/dad said that we don’t have to move to the city because our school teaches us through high school.

Student 2’s Parent: I even use the school to take online classes at night.

Student 4’s Parent: The school helps me sell my crafts to people around the world.

Narrator: You can thank your community and the helpers from the Solar Electric Light Fund!
Readers Theater Script: Tent School

RF.2.4

“Out of the Rubble”

Challenge to Overcome: Earthquake 

Solution: Tent schools

Fill in your name.

Narrator: 

Student 1:

Student 2:

Student 3:

UNICEF Worker:

STF Worker:

Student 5:

Teacher:

Narrator: This is a play about a group of students in Port-au-Prince, Haiti. The skit you are about to hear has been written using information from the text Off to Class: Incredible and Unusual Schools around the World by Susan Hughes. 

Student 1: I was so scared. The earthquake collapsed so many buildings.

Student 2: The earthquake destroyed a lot of schools that my friends went to. 

Student 3: I’m not sure how we will be able to build a school fast enough. It could take months!

UNICEF Worker: Hello, I am from UNICEF.

STC Worker: And I am from Save the Children.
UNICEF and STF Workers: We are here to help you get back to school fast.

Student 4: How do you plan to do that?

Student 5: Our schools and our materials are all gone.

STC Worker: We will set up a tent. It will go up fast, and you can go to school tomorrow.

UNICEF Worker: We will also bring you school-in-a-box kits that have everything you need for a classroom.

Teacher: I will help to make school a happy place to be.

Narrator: The next day, the tent school was up and students went back to school.

Student 1: This tent went up really fast.

Student 2: There are chairs and desks, just like we 
had before.

Student 3: Did you see the school-in-a-box kit? It has paint to make the box into a blackboard.

Student 4: Sometimes I still feel sad, but the teacher works really hard to make me happy.

Teacher: We will sing songs and play games and talk about all the feelings you have.

Student 5: Thank you to ALL the people who helped us with a quick idea.
Performance Criteria for Small Groups

(RF 2.4, SL 2.1a)

	Our Criteria for Readers Theater
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	Criteria

	
	I can speak loudly enough for the audience to hear me.

	
	I can read smoothly and with emotion.

	
	I can listen to others to keep track of my turn.


Working to Become Effective Learners 
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life.

	Perseverance
	This means I challenge myself. When something is hard, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it.

	Collaboration
	This means I can work well with others to get something done.
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Readers Theater: Practicing with Criteria
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