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Parts of the Model Literary Essay Introductory Paragraph

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	William Carlos Williams was an award-winning poet who wrote 48 books of poetry and won prizes including the National Book Award and the Pulitzer Prize. He was also named Consultant in Poetry to the Library of National Congress. 

	This famous poet found the inspiration for his poems in an unusual place. 

	William Carlos Williams was inspired by everyday objects and the lives of common people 

	and you can see this in his poetry.


Literary Essay Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.4.2
Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives some background information: Who is your poet? What makes him or her interesting?
· Focus statement: This famous poet found the inspiration for his or her poems in an unusual place. 
· Point 1: What inspired your poet.

· Point 2: Evidence of what inspired your poet in his or her poetry.
Handout: Writing Complete Sentences
L.4.1f

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
A complete sentence:

· Has a subject with a predicate and expresses a complete thought

· Begins with a capital letter

· Ends with an end mark—either a period, question mark, or exclamation point


Examples

William Carlos Williams was a poet.

This short poem helps us understand the beauty of the common wheelbarrow.

If the sentence is not complete, it’s either a fragment or a run-on sentence. Avoid fragments and run-on sentences in formal writing.

A fragment is missing either a subject or a predicate, so it is not a complete thought.
Examples

	Fragment
	Complete Sentence

	Inspired by everyday objects and the lives of common people.
	

	William Carlos Williams about the things he knew.
	


A run-on sentence has more than one subject with a predicate, but the subjects with predicates are joined without correct punctuation or a conjunction.
Examples

	Run-on Sentence
	Complete Sentence

	He made notes about things he had heard he wrote poems about them.
	

	My favorite poem by William Carlos Williams is “The Woodthrush” I like to watch birds.
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