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Organizing the Model: Proof Paragraph 1 Strips

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	William Carlos Williams wrote about the things he knew. 

	In “A River of Words,” a biography of William Carlos Williams, Jen Bryant explains how at first “Willie” was inspired to write poetry by the sounds and rhythms of the work of the famous English poets read to him by his teacher Mr. Abbott.

	When he realized that he hadn’t seen a lot of the things he was writing about, he decided to write about ordinary things and people that he could see around him instead. He made notes about things he had heard, seen, or done, such as wheelbarrows and playing with toys, and wrote poems about them.

	He drew his inspiration from common objects and familiar people.


Literary Essay Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.4.2
Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction that catches the reader’s attention and gives some background information: Who is your poet? What makes him or her interesting?

· Focus statement: This famous poet found the inspiration for his or her poems in an unusual place. 

· Point 1: What inspired your poet.

· Point 2: Evidence of what inspired your poet in his or her poetry.
Proof Paragraph 1

· Describes what inspired the poet

· Describes why the poet may have been inspired

Proof Paragraph 1 Writing Template
W.4.2a, W.4.2b

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	(Poet’s name)
	
	was inspired by
	

	


	This inspired him/her because
	

	

	

	


	This shows
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