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What Inspires Poets to Write Poetry? Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.5

	Title of Poem and Poet
	What inspired the poet?
	Where can you see evidence of this in the poem?

	Robert Frost
	His wife, Elinor

The countryside, culture, daily life, and nature in New England
	· “Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” describes a traveler stopping on a winter night, and how soothing and calm the woods can be.

· “The Pasture” describes the joy in doing chores on a farm.

· “Dust of Snow” describes how snow falling can put you in a good mood.



	Valerie Worth
	Children and experiences she felt all children shared

Everyday things around her, like weeds, flowers, and small animals
	· “dog” describes a dog sleeping under a tree in the afternoon.

· “Fireworks” describes what fireworks look and sound like as they explode in the sky.

· “Grass” describes how grass can be different depending on where it is growing.



	Walter Dean Myers
	The people around him and whom he remembered from his childhood

The diversity and the beauty of New York City

The black urban experience
	· “Love That Boy” describes the love a father has for his son.

· “Harlem: A Poem” describes how and why different people moved to Harlem in New York City.

· “Summer” describes what you hear and see on a hot summer day.
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Preparing to Write a Literary Essay: Gathering Evidence
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