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QuickWrite: Point of View in
Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RL.5.1, RL.5.6

Prompt: How does the narrator’s point of view influence how the events are described in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti?
1. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6) A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
2. What is the event in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti? What happens? (RL.5.1)
Junior is trapped under his house for eight days after the earthquake.
3. How does Junior feel about it? What words and phrases tell you that? (RL.5.1)
“I was afraid,” “I missed my Manman and Papa and my little sister,” “I cried,” “I was so happy”
4. How does the narrator’s point of view influence how the events are described in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti?
In Eight Days: A Story of Haiti by Edwidge Danticat, a boy called Junior describes eight days trapped under his house after an earthquake and the day he was rescued. He describes how he felt and what he imagined to get him through the hardship of being trapped under the house. As a result of the first person point of view and the description being Junior’s personal experience of the event, the reader understands his thoughts and feelings. We learn that he was afraid on the first page of the story when he says, “I was afraid.” We also understand how much he missed his family when he says, “I missed my Manman and Papa and my little sister.” His imaginings and memories while he is trapped also tell the reader how much he misses his family, because members of his family are often part of what he is thinking about. 
This is emphasized on the day he is rescued when he explains how he was “so happy” to see his family again. From the vivid first person point of view descriptions of his imaginings and memories while he was trapped, we understand that he fully engaged himself in “playing” in his mind to distract himself from the reality of being trapped. This glimpse into Junior’s imagination for the eight days he was trapped also helps the reader to feel more connected to him and gives the reader a lot of respect for him for being so brave, because we understand from the way he tells the story how terrifying it was for him.

QuickWrite: Point of View in
Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
RL.5.1, RL.5.6

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Prompt: How does the narrator’s point of view influence how the events are described in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti?
5. What is the point of view in this poem? Underline the correct answer. (RL.5.6) A. first person
B. second person
C. third person limited
D. third person omniscient
6. What is the event in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti? What happens? (RL.5.1)
	

	


7. How does Junior feel about it? What words and phrases tell you that? (RL.5.1)
	

	


8. How does the narrator’s point of view influence how the events are described in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti?
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Analyzing Point of View in Eight Days: A Story of Haiti
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