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Project Reflection
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Reflect on your class’s project by responding to the following questions:
1. Did you meet your project goals? Why or why not?
	

	

	

	


2. Who benefitted from the project? How?
	

	

	

	


Characteristics of Press Releases Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.4.2, W.4.4
Characteristics of a Press Release
A press release is a written communication that reports on an event, circumstance, or occurrence and is provided to a news reader, or the media, for the purpose of promotion.

Press releases are different from news articles because they are usually written by someone from the organization that they are reporting about. The purpose is to promote and generate positive publicity for the organization. There needs to be a balance of reporting the news of the good things the organization did, without advertising the organization.

A press release:
· Is written in the third person

· States the facts of the event

· Has an objective and unbiased tone

· Is short—usually two or three paragraphs

· Has a clear, creative, attention-grabbing headline with no exclamation points

Paragraph 1:

· Physical location and when the event took place

· Summarizes the event—who did the project and what it was, where and when it took place, and why it happened

Paragraphs 2–4:

· Give more specific details on the event

· Include quotes from key people involved in the event (staff, customers/recipients, experts)

· Connect the release to current events or issues

· Succinct and to the point

Conclusion:

· Restates and summarizes the key points of the release

· Includes ways for the reader to get additional information: contact information, websites, etc.

· Gives event timelines, availability, and logistical information about an upcoming event

Poster Walk Posters

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: On a sheet of chart paper, create the posters according to the directions below. Post around the classroom before the lesson.
	Poster Walk Poster 1
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?”

Use technology to display the following press release: http://ysa.org/act/programs/gysd/promote/ gysd-2016-press-release/

	Poster Walk Poster 2
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?”

Use technology to display the following press release: http://ysa.org/summer-of-service-grants-press-release/

	Poster Walk Poster 3
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?”

Use technology to display the following press release: http://www.cookcountysheriff.com/press_page/press_ YouthMedalWinners_12_11_2013.html

	Poster Walk Poster 4
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?”

Use technology to display the following press release: http://www.heartofamericapartners.org/ heartofamerica/2013/12/18/san-diego-5th-graderjessica-carscadden-recognized-with-national-serviceaward/


	Poster Walk Poster 5
	Write the discussion question at the top of the poster: “What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?”

Use technology to display the following press release: http://joshuasheart.org/joshuas-heart-junior-advisoryboard-grooms-tomorrows-leaders-in-their-annualtraining-workshop-sessions/


Directions for Poster Walk
Poster Walk Protocol
In this protocol, you will work with your group to answer the following question as you visit a series of posters and examine their photographs or text. After discussing the question and the poster, your group will record its thinking on the poster below the picture or text.
Discussion question: What can you infer about press releases from the text on this poster?
Directions:
3.  Examine the poster’s text and discuss the question above.
4. Record your group’s response using details from the text to support your answer.
5. Move to the next poster when your teacher gives a signal.
6. If another group has visited the poster before your group, respond to both the question and the group’s answer.
Model Press Release

W.4.2, W.4.4

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
School 123 Holds Bake Sale for UNICEF
ANYWHERE, New York (December 7, 2017)—The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 for UNICEF at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.
“This is a great accomplishment for our students,” said Robert Smith, principal at School 123. “They have been working hard to learn about ways kids can make a difference in our community, and they put their learning to use when deciding which organization they wanted to support with the donations they collected through the sale.”
The students chose the organization they wanted to support, decided to set up a bake sale to collect money to donate, and organized when and where the sale would happen, including advertising and staffing the event, all with the support of their teacher, Jane Williams. “We really liked the mission of UNICEF and the kinds of projects they do to help kids around the world,” fourth-grader Michael explained. “It was hard to decide on everyone’s jobs for the sale at first because all of us kids had different ideas. But we were able to make some decisions together to have a really successful bake sale. I’m so proud of how my friends and I collaborated and persevered through this project. It was really challenging!”
The students have been learning about how people have made a difference throughout history, first studying how people made a difference in the women’s suffrage movement in the United States and then learning about things kids today are doing to change the world. “It’s like Kid President said,” Nia, a student in the class, explained. “Regular kids like us can be heroes by doing extraordinary things. Then we inspire other people to do extraordinary things! It’s like a chain of people helping one another.”
School 123 is an elementary school serving 500 students in kindergarten through sixth grade. To find out more, please  visit www.schoolwebsite.com.

Contact:

Jane Williams, Grade 4 Teacher

jane.williams@schoolemail.org

(555) 555-5555

END

Written by EL Education for Instructional Purposes. 1240L
Model Press Release

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.4.2, W.4.4

	
	FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
School 123 Holds Bake Sale for UNICEF

	Paragraph 1 gist: Summarizes the event—who did the project and what it was, where and when it took place, and why it happened.
	ANYWHERE, New York (December 7, 2017)—The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 for UNICEF at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.

	Paragraphs 2–4 gist: Description of the event, including quotes and more details about what happened
	“This is a great accomplishment for our students,” said Robert Smith, principal at School 123. “They have been working hard to learn about ways kids can make a difference in our community, and they put their learning to use when deciding which organization they wanted to support with the donations they collected through the sale.”

	
	The students chose the organization they wanted to support, decided to set up a bake sale to collect money to donate, and organized when and where the sale would happen, including advertising and staffing the event, all with the support of their teacher, Jane Williams. “We really liked the mission of UNICEF and the kinds of projects they do to help kids around the world,” fourth-grader Michael explained. “It was hard to decide on everyone’s jobs for the sale at first because all of us kids had different ideas. But we were able to make some decisions together to have a really successful bake sale. I’m so proud of how my friends and I collaborated and persevered through this project. It was really challenging!”


	The students have been learning about how people have made a difference throughout history, first studying how people made a difference in the women’s suffrage movement in the United States and then learning about things kids today are doing to change the world. “It’s like Kid President said,” Nia, a student in the class, explained. “Regular kids like us can be heroes by doing extraordinary things. Then we inspire other people to do extraordinary things! It’s like a chain of people helping one another.”
	

	School 123 is an elementary school serving 500 students in kindergarten through sixth grade. To find out more, please visit www.schoolwebsite.com.
	Paragraph 5 gist: Restates the project and includes ways to get more information.

	Contact: Jane Williams, Grade 4 Teacher
jane.williams@schoolemail.org
(555) 555-5555
END
	


Example Press Release Planning Note-catcher

(For Teacher Reference)

W.4.2, W.4.4

Note: This is an example, and student responses may vary.
	Key Point:
	Elaboration:

	We raised money for UNICEF at our bake sale.
	We raised $1,234. We called our bake sale “Baked Goods for UNICEF.”

	Our principal, Mr. Smith, said it was a great accomplishment.
	“This is a great accomplishment for our students. They have been working hard to learn about ways kids can make a difference in our community, and they put their learning to use when deciding which organization they wanted to support with the donations they collected through the sale.”

	We worked as a class to plan the bake sale.


	We chose the organization we wanted to support.
We decided how we were going to raise money.

We planned where and when it would happen.

	We decided to support UNICEF.
	We liked the mission of UNICEF and the ways they support kids around the world.

	We were inspired by kids who made a difference throughout history.


	We were inspired by the characters in The Hope Chest and Kid President. Nia said, “Regular kids like us can be heroes by doing extraordinary things. Then we inspire other people to do extraordinary things! It’s like a chain of people helping each other.”
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