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Language Dive Guide: Model Press Release
(For Teacher Reference)

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.
Sentence: The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 for UNICEF at their “Bake Goods for UNICEF” bake sale. (from Paragraph 1 of the model press release in Lesson 13 supporting materials)
Rationale: This sentence is compelling because it provides students with an example of a summary statement for a press release to help address the Daily Learning Target, and because it uses prepositional phrases to help addresses L.4.1e. This sentence connects to the big idea by offering an idea (a bake sale) that can encourage others to contribute to a better world. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure at their “Bake Goods for UNICEF” bake sale. After discussing this structure, students practice using it to discuss something in their own lives. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when drafting their press releases during Work Time B of this lesson, and when contributing ideas to a whole-class press release in Lesson 15.
Time: 10 minutes 
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals. Distribute the note-catcher and display the sentence strip chunks.  Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart:
Model Press Release
(For Teacher Reference)

	The fourth-grade class at School 123

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” The sentence is about a class of fourth-grade students who go to, or are at School 123, which is capitalized because it is the title of the school. The meaning would change if The were replaced by A or One. (noun phrase + prepositional phrase)

· Students can discuss how to change this chunk if they use it to refer to their own class. For example, they may need to replace The with A if there is more than one fourth-grade class at their school; they need to change the title of the school to the title of their school.

	raised $1,224 for UNICEF

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· raised $1,234: “What did the fourth-grade class at School 123 do? Why do you think that?” The students raised, or collected, money through a special event. The symbol $ is a dollar sign, which signals that the numbers that follow represent an amount of money.

· raised: Students can discuss synonyms to replace raised and choose which is most precise for the sentence. Examples: got, collected, obtained. (past tense verb phrase)
· for UNICEF: “Raised money for what?” The money they raised was for UNICEF, an organization that is meeting important needs around the world. (prepositional phrase)
· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to guess what UNICEF stands for: United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund. Then they can look up what it stands for as a class. They can switch pairs and use what they know about each individual word to predict what this organization does.


	at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” This chunk tells us how the class raised money—by selling baked goods at their bake sale. Students can describe their favorite baked goods at home and a time they experienced a bake sale for students who have never experienced one. (prepositional phrase) 
· “Baked Goods for UNICEF”: “Can you figure out why the author put these words in capital letters and quotation marks?” These words are capitalized because they are the title of the bake sale the students planned, and the quotation marks indicate the beginning and the end of the title

· at: Students can discuss how the preposition at functions in this chunk compared to how it functions in the first chunk. (at in the first chunk refers to location. at in this chunk refers to an activity or event.)

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to think of other prepositions they could use to refer to an activity or event, and then use one to say this chunk in their own words. To provide heavier support, provide a preposition bank including during, through, and by.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· “I _______________[past tense verb/verb phrase] at _____________________[activity or event].” (Example: “I contributed many ideas at our class meeting.”)
· To provide lighter support: “Can you extend the frame by  adding another prepositional phrase at the end of the sentence?”  (“I contributed many ideas at our class meeting about recycling.”)
· To provide heavier support: Provide a phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.
· Students can write and sketch. ✎

	The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 for UNICEF at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” School 123 fourth-graders had a bake sale and raised a lot of money for UNICEF.
· “How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea about how stories can inspire us to take action and contribute to a better world?” It connects to the big idea by offering an idea (a bake sale) that can encourage others to contribute to a better world.


	Practice (Sentence)
	· Students can use the sentence frame to write a summary statement for their press release about their class project:
The fourth-grade class at [name of school] _________[past tense verb phrase] _______________ [at/during/through/by]______________________ ______________.
(Example: The fourth-grade class at Madera Elementary collected hundreds of children’s books for the local hospital by holding a weekly after-school book drive.)
· Students can write and sketch. ✎
· To provide lighter support: “What if we remove the first for UNICEF and bake at the end: The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” sale. Which is better—the original version or the shortened version? Why?”
· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Nouns and noun phrases and clauses (people, places, things, ideas): The fourth-grade class at School 123 / at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): raised $1,234 for UNICEF
· Language to talk about location: The fourth-grade class at  School 123
· Language to talk about an activity or event: at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.


Language Dive Note-catcher: Model Press Release
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	The fourth-grade class at School 123 raised $1,234 for UNICEF at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.
Directions: Fill in the blank to complete the following sentences.
1. I ___________________________ at _______________________________.
  [past tense verb/verb phrase]                               [activity or event]
Sketch your sentence here:
The fourth-grade class at __________________  _________________________

                                                 [name of school]          [past tense verb/ verb phrase]

[at/through/during/by] _____________________________________________

                                                                           [activity or event]

Sketch the sentence here:



Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
 Model Press Release
	The fourth-grade class at School 123

	raised $1,234 for UNICEF

	at their “Baked Goods for UNICEF” bake sale.
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Performance Task: Drafting a Press Release
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