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Organizing the Model: Introductory 
Paragraph Strips
Issue: Hunger
	Did you know that 795 million people in the world are hungry? Extreme hunger is the need or want for food far beyond what is usual.

	Not having enough food or the right kind of food can lead to malnutrition, which can contribute to growth and learning problems in kids. 

	This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. In our community, 1 in 5 kids worries about getting enough food each day.

	But guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!


Organizing the Model: 
Introductory Paragraph Strips
Issue: Clean Water
	Did you know that over 40 percent of the world’s population doesn’t have enough clean, safe water?

	Poor sanitation, or not having clean living conditions, can lead to high levels of bacteria and germs in water. Dirty water can cause diseases that sometimes lead to death.

	This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. In our community in 2013, Ontario Beach was closed or under advisory because of high levels of bacteria in the water for 44 days, one of the highest in our state!

	But guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!


Organizing the Model: Introductory 
Paragraph Strips
Issue: Environment
	Did you know that 1.6 billion people around the world depend on forests in their daily lives?

	Trees and forests give us food and natural resources, but they are disappearing because of things like erosion and drought.

	This problem affects people ALL around the world, including our city. Sixty-three percent of our state is forested, and the forests bring in money from tourism and from the natural resources they provide. Because of this, we need to protect our forests.

	And guess what? YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!


Characteristics of PSAs Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

W.4.1a, W.4.1b, W.4.1d, W.4.4

Characteristics of PSAs

PSAs: A public service announcement is a message directed toward people in a community, used to help them become aware of a social issue.
PSAs …

· Are high-quality. They sound professional so people take it seriously.
· Are engaging. The viewer wants to listen to the end and will remember it.
· Have short, simple sentences that get straight to the point.
· Urge the audience to take action by giving commands rather than suggestions: “Do this,” rather than, “You could do this.”
· Are appropriate for the target audience:
· PSAs for children will relate the issue to things children are interested in, will feature children, will be fun, and will state the issues in simple language for children to understand.
· PSAs for young adults will relate the issue to things young adults are interested in, will feature young adults, and will contain more complex language and details.
· PSAs for adults will relate the issue to things adults are interested in and will feature adults.

Introductory Paragraph

· Gives background about the issue:

· Shares a compelling fact about the issue.

· Briefly describes why it is a problem.

· Tells why action needs to be taken:

· How does the issue affect the community?

· How does it affect people around the world?

· Focus statement: States an opinion—kids can make a difference about the issue.
Language Dive: Model PSA Script
(For Teacher Reference)

Notes: Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.
Sentence: YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community! (from Paragraph 1 of the model PSA script in Lesson 7 supporting materials. This sentence is the same in all three model PSA scripts.)

Rationale: This sentence is compelling because it includes the modal auxiliary can to help address L.4.1c, and the em dash as punctuation for effect to help address L.4.3b. This sentence connects to the big idea by providing students with an example of how they can raise awareness to encourage others to create a better world. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure YOU can help make things better—. Note that the focus structure practice is presented out of order to provide context for what is emphasized after this chunk, allowing for better understanding and discussion. After discussing this structure, students practice saying the structure in their own words to raise awareness that we can take action to help make things better. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing their focus statements for their introductory paragraphs in Work Time B.
Time: 15 minutes 
	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals. Distribute the note-catcher and display the sentence strip chunks.  Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: Model PSA Script
(For Teacher Reference)

	YOU can help make things better—

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· YOU: “Who is this sentence about?” YOU refers to the person or people reading, listening to, or viewing this PSA. YOU is written in all capital letters to emphasize the importance placed on the audience of the PSA; it indicates that the reader will say this word louder and longer. (subject pronoun) 
· YOU: Students can chorally say YOU in an emphatic voice and add any gestures that may feel comfortable, such as pointing at one person or opening their arms to include everyone, demonstrating understanding that YOU can include one person or people in general. Students can then chorally read YOU in a whisper voice and discuss how this changes the feeling of the word.
· can help make things better: “What can YOU do?” YOU have the ability to contribute to resolving the problems mentioned in the introductory paragraph. (modal + predicate) • can: “Can you figure out why the author wrote can?” The author uses can to express our ability, or capacity, to do something. can suggests a 100 percent ability to do something. The meaning changes if we replace can with might, suggesting about 50 percent ability to do something, or must, suggesting that something is required. (modal)
· —: “Can you recall what the horizontal line is and figure out why the author uses it?” The horizontal line is an em dash. It is used to join two sentences together and emphasize the information in the second sentence. Students can recall the em dash from the Module 4, Unit 2, Lesson 6 Language Dive, “Mr. Martin was wrong—”, as a familiar example of how an em dash helps emphasize subsequent information. (punctuation)
· Students can chorally read this chunk, again emphasizing YOU with voice and gestures. They can discuss in pairs what information they think will come in the subsequent chunk, after the em dash.
· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to list genres in which it is appropriate to use capital letters and em dashes for emphasis. They can switch pairs to discuss how often they should use these features. Writers usually reserve these features for less formal writing and use them sparingly to preserve their power, as the writer did in the model PSA script.


	you can take action

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· you: “Who is this chunk about?” As in the previous chunk, you refers to the person or people reading, listening to, or viewing this PSA. Students can discuss why the author chose not to capitalize you in this chunk. (subject pronoun)

· can take action: “What else can you do? What does this chunk tell us?” We can do something. It tells us how we can make things better, stated in the first chunk. (modal + main verb + noun = verb phrase)

· can: The author again uses can to suggest 100 percent ability to do something; again note how the meaning changes if we replace can with might or must.

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to list ways we can take action to resolve the problems mentioned in the introductory paragraph, to make things better. Then they can switch pairs and discuss how these actions will help make things better. to

	to help make a difference

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” This chunk tells us the purpose of taking action, mentioned in the previous chunk; why we take action. (prepositional phrase)

· make a difference: “How can you say make a difference in your own words?” Cause something to change, have an impact, make things better. (verb + noun phrase = collocation)
· “How is this chunk different in meaning from help make things better in the first chunk?” Responses will vary, but could include: The meaning is similar. Perhaps the writer wanted to repeat the same idea using fresh language.
· Place this chunk next to the previous chunk and invite students to say them in their own words. (Example: You can do something to change the way things are.)

	in our community!

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Where can you make a difference? What does this chunk tell us?” In the area where we live. This chunk tells us where our action will make a difference. It also tells us the writer is speaking specifically to readers, listeners, and viewers in the local community. (prepositional phrase)


	YOU can help make things better—

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Students can reflect on the guiding question, “How can kids take action to make a difference?” and say the focus structure in their own words:

· “YOU can ______________—you can take action to help make a difference in our community.” [“YOU can help improve life for everyone—” or “YOU can contribute to a better world—”]

· Students can present their sentence to their partner, using an appropriate tone of voice and gestures to convey this inspirational message.

· To provide lighter support: “What if we replace can with might? How does this change the meaning of the sentence?” (might suggests about a 50 percent chance that you can make things better, but can communicates a 100 percent ability to make things better, and it inspires us to take action.)

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word/phrase bank for students to use when completing the sentence frame.

· Students can write and sketch their sentence. ✎

	YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” You can contribute to solving problems. You can do something to have a positive impact in our community.
· “How does the Language Dive add to your understanding of the big idea that we can encourage others to help create a better world by raising awareness, offering ideas, and providing opportunities for them to help?” It connects to the big idea by raising awareness that each one of us is capable of taking action to solve problems in our community.


	Practice
(Sentence)
	· “Can you say this sentence in a different order? How?”
· Students can first chorally read the sentence as it is, placing more emphasis on the chunks after the em dash. Then volunteers can each hold a chunk and switch places to show the sentence in a different, correct order. Student can chorally read the sentence again, discussing how reordering the sentence changes the emphasis of each chunk.
· To provide lighter support: “Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?”

· To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups.
· Students can write and sketch the reordered sentence.
· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:
· Language to emphasize: YOU can help make things better—
· Language to make references: YOU can help make things better— / you can take action / in our community!
· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): YOU can help make things better— / you can take action


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks:
Model PSA Script
	YOU can help make things better—

	you can take action

	to help make a difference

	in our community!


Language Dive Note-catcher: Model PSA Script
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	YOU can help make things better—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!

Directions: Fill in the blank to complete the following sentences.
1. YOU can ____________________________________________—you can take action to help make a difference in our community!
Sketch the sentence here:
2. Write the Language Dive sentence in a different order.
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Sketch the sentence here:
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Writing a PSA: Drafting the Introduction








© 2017 EL Education Inc.

Except where otherwise noted, EL Education’s Language Arts Curriculum is published under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International (CC BY 4.0) License. To view a copy of this license, visit https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Licensed third party content noted as such in this curriculum is the property of the respective copyright owner and not subject to the CC BY 4.0 License. Responsibility for securing any necessary permissions as to such third party content rests with parties desiring to use such content. For example, certain third party content may not be reproduced or distributed (outside the scope of fair use) without additional permissions from the content owner and it is the responsibility of the person seeking to reproduce or distribute this curriculum to either secure those permissions or remove the applicable content before reproduction or distribution.

	[image: image2.emf]
	| Language Arts Curriculum
	12



