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Grade 3: Module 4: Unit 3




Water Around the World

Unit 3: Call to Action: Solutions to Water Issues

Common Core State Standards addressed: R1.3.1, W.3.2, W.3.4, SL.3.4, SL.3.6, L.3.1c, and L.3.2b.

ﬁ Guiding Questions and Big Ideas

Why are the world's freshwater sources threatened?

= Water is a finite resource.
B The demands on water and water pollution threaten our freshwater sources.

= Due to rainfall, freshwater is not distributed equally around the world.

How do people persuade others to take action to contribute to a better
world?

= People persuade others to take action by explaining the issue with researched facts and evidence
and providing realistic, manageable solutions in an engaging and meaningful way.

What will your student be doing at school?

In Unit 3, students use the research they have gathered throughout Units 1-2 about three
water issues—access to water, demands on water, and water pollution—to create a video public
service announcement (PSA). In the first half of the unit, they analyze an authentic model PSA
to generate criteria for an effective PSA before choosing one of the water issues for the topic of
their PSA. In pairs, they then write a script and create a storyboard outlining their PSA.

Students launch their PSAs for alive audience for the performance task in Lesson 13, so they write
an invitational letter to a potential guest for the mid-unit assessment. Students pay particular
attention to using capital letters and commas appropriately in the letter’s mailing address. In
the second half of the unit, students plan and create their video PSAs using technology tools for
the end of unit assessment. They then prepare presentations to precede their PSAs for the PSA
live launch during Lesson 13.

Working to contribute to a better world is a habit of character that is emphasized in this unit.
These are the specific characteristics students will focus on:

= T take care of and improve our shared spaces and the environment.

® T apply my learning to help our school, the community, and the environment.

The Language standards that students focus on in this unit require them to:

® L.3.1c: Use abstract nouns (e.g., childhood).

= L.3.2b: Use commas in addresses.

Abstract Nouns
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Abstract nouns are the names of thoughts, feelings, or ideas that we can’t physically touch or
see. Examples include: pride, excitement, joy, beauty, love, perseverance, respect.

Unit 3




Homework Resources (for Families)

Using commas in addresses
We suggest the following rules for using commas in addresses:

= Comma after the city, before the state. For example:

— Alex James
Treetops Elementary School
416 River Road
Dark Forest, CA 63536

How can you support your student at home?

= Watch video PSAs online (a Google search will yield many examples; however, review before
watching with students to ensure appropriate content) and discuss the target audience and
why they are/aren’t effective.

® Research and discuss water issues, particularly local water issues.

® Consider measuring how much water is being used at home. For example: http://
environment.nationalgeographic.com/environment/freshwater/change-the-course/
water-footprint-calculator/

= Practice writing letters and addressing envelopes.

Unit 3: Homework

In this unit, homework focuses on research reading.

Research reading: Your student is expected to independently research the topic by reading
topic-related books of his or her choice for approximately 20 minutes each day and responding
to a prompt of choice in the front of the independent reading journal. These are usually books
your student will bring home from school; however, they may be topic-related books chosen by
the student at the public or home library. Prompts for independent reading can be found in the
homework materials provided.

Choice reading: If your student would also like to independently read and respond to a book
of free choice, he or she may use the back of the independent reading journal. Prompts for
independent reading can be found in the homework materials provided.

Vocabulary logs:

In the front, students record new academic vocabulary: words you might find in informational
texts on many different topics. For example, the words challenges, questions, and explain could
be found in books on any topic.

® In the back, students record new topical vocabulary: words about a particular topic.
For example, the words tadpoles, frogspawn, and amphibian would be found on the topic
of frogs.
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Unit 3

Woater Around the World

Lesson
1

11

12

13

Lesson Content

Students analyze a model and
generate criteria for an effective
PSA. They choose a water issue to
address in their PSAs.

Students work in pairs to plan
the key points and structure of
their PSAs.

Students work in pairs to write the
scripts for their PSAs.

Students work in pairs to explore
the technology tools available for
creating their PSAs and create

a storyboard based on their
understanding of the capabilities and
limitations of the technology tools.

Students analyze a model invitational
letter to generate criteria, and then
plan their own invitational letter
inviting guests to the live launch of
their video PSAs.

Students draft their invitational
letters.

For the mid-unit assessment,
students write the final draft of their
invitational letters.

For the end of unit assessment,
students work in pairs to create their
video PSAs.

Students work in pairs to create the
prompt cards for their video PSA live
launch presentations.

Students practice their video PSA
presentations.

Students launch their video PSAs to
a live audience.

1.

—_

Homework Practice

Research reading and
answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. For ELLs: Language Dive
Practice: Model PSA Script
. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Writing Addresses
. Research reading and

answering prompt

. For ELLs: Language Dive
Practice: Model Invitational

Letter

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

. Research reading and

answering prompt

N/A

1.
2.

—_

1.
2.

. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.

. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.

Lesson 5
Teacher will check
independent reading

journals strategically.
. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.

. Lesson 8
. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.

Lesson 8
Teacher will check
independent reading

journals strategically.

. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.
. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.
. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.
. Teacher will check

independent reading

journals strategically.

N/A

Anticipated Date



Homework Resources (for Families)

Independent Reading

Directions: Remember to record responses to research reading in the front of your
independent reading journal and responses to choice reading in the back. Try to choose a
different prompt each time.

Record any new vocabulary in your vocabulary log. Remember, academic vocabulary is
recorded in the front, and domain-specific vocabulary (words about the topic) is recorded in
the back. Mark vocabulary found during independent reading with a symbol—for example, an
asterisk (*).

Record:

e Date
Title and author of your reading book

Pages you have read

Prompt
* Response

Example:

Date: 11/03/2017
Book Title and Author: One Well by Rochelle Strauss
Pages Read: pages 16-17

Prompt: What is the main idea of the text you read? What are some of the key details and
how do they support the main idea?

Response: The main idea is that people have always depended on water and use it for many
different things. Some of the key details that support this main idea are that some of the
things we use water for include using it at home for cleaning, cooking, drinking, flushing
toilets, and bathing, and it’s used to make things like computers and cars.
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Unit 3

Water Around the World

Independent Reading Prompts

Consider using the following independent reading prompts*:

e What is the main idea of the text? What are some of the key details, and how do they
support the main idea?

e What do the illustrations (photographs, maps) tell you? How do they help you under-
stand the words?

e What questions do you now have after reading? What would you like to learn more
about? Why?

e What does the text tell you about the importance of water?

¢ What are the most important facts you learned from reading?

e What is the most interesting fact you learned today? Why?

» How does what you read today connect to something you have learned in lessons?

¢ Choose one new word from your reading today and analyze it on a vocabulary square:

Definition in your own words Synonyms (words that mean the same)

Words with the same affix or root Sketch

*Some of the prompts will not be appropriate for the text students are reading. Invite students to choose a prompt that works for the text they have just read.
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Homework Resources (for Families)

For ELLs: Homework: Language Dive Practice: Model PSA Script

Name: Date:
1. Look at the scrambled sentence below from the model PSA
script. Write it in the correct sequence:
the smart way? Does anyone know | how we can use
energy
2. Underline the adjective in the sentence above. List three

adjectives that could be used to replace this adjective without
changing the meaning of the sentence.

3. How can you write this sentence in your own words?

4, Use the sentence frame below to introduce solutions to the
water issue for your PSA:

Does anyone know how we can

ina

way?
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Water Around the World

Homework: Writing Addresses
Name: Date:

Directions: Write the addresses below using capital letters in the
correct places and the correct punctuation.

1. Eagle nest elementary school, 45 creek road, smithsville,
LA 87564

2. readers paradise books, 164 sierra highway, wellstown,
SD 23415
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Homework Resources (for Families)

For ELLs: Homework: Language Dive Practice:
Model Invitational Letter

Name: Date:
1. Look at the scrambled sentence below from the model
invitational letter. Write it in the correct sequence:
that | invite to contribute to | on this It is with
you to joinme | abetter world. | mission pride and
excitement
2. Underline the abstract nouns in the sentence above. Write or

sketch a definition for each below.

3. Use abstract nouns to complete the sentence frame below:
It is with and that | invite you to
join me in/on this to contribute to a better world.
4. How can you write this sentence in your own words?
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