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Reasons to Plant a Tree Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Note to Teachers: This anchor chart from Unit 2 is added to during the focused read-aloud of We Planted a Tree. Write the ideas onto sentence strips and attach them to the anchor chart with an accompanying picture or icon. If an idea has been added previously, put a color-coded star next to that idea. Color-code the information added from We Planted a Tree in green.

	Reasons People Plant Trees

	People plant trees because ...

	· Trees have leaves to play in.  
	[image: image1.jpg]




	· Trees have trunks and limbs to climb.
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	· Trees have food for people and animals.
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	· Trees have sticks we can draw with. 
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	· Trees make shade.
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	· Trees keep the wind from blowing. 
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	Reasons People Plant Trees

	People plant trees because ...

	· Trees make good firewood. 
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	· Trees clean water.  
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	· Trees keep the earth cool.
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	· Trees clean the air.
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	· Trees make soil healthier.
	[image: image12.jpg]




	· Trees are homes for animals.
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	· Trees make the world better.
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Language Dive Guide: We Planted a Tree
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	“We planted a tree, and that one tree made the world better.” (from page 25 of We Planted a Tree by Diane Muldrow)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it addresses the Daily Learning Target and L.K.4b by modeling how to use an inflectional ending for the past-tense of the verb plant. It connects to the guiding question and performance task by connecting planting a tree with making the world better. Students practice changing common verbs to make them past-tense with the inflectional ending -ed. They orally construct their own sentence about how a tree makes the world better. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure planted a tree. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of the sentence in the performance task.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Guide: We Planted a Tree
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	We

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Who is this sentence about?” We; the families in the book (first person plural, pronoun)

· Students can use their arms to point to themselves and others all around to indicate that We refers to a group that includes themselves and others.

	planted a tree,

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What did the families in the book do?” They planted a tree; put a tree in the ground (verb phrase)

· planted: “When did they plant a tree?” As a seed or seedling, the tree was put in the ground some time ago. We know it has already happened because the word plant has -ed on the end (past-tense verb). Underline -ed to show it is an inflectional ending that means the planting already happened. 

· “What if we take away -ed ?” It now says plant a tree. “How does that change the meaning of the chunk?” It makes the chunk present tense, happening now, rather than before, or in the past.

	and that one tree

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What is this chunk about?” The tree. We’re going to find out about something about the tree that was planted. (noun phrase)

· one: “Why does the author use this word?” to emphasize the tree or to show it is important. (determiner)

· Students can hold up their index finger and say with emphasis, one tree.


	made the world better.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What did that one tree do?” That one tree made the world better; it changed the whole earth, including the place we live, to a nicer place. It made the earth healthier, nicer, or more beautiful. (verb phrase)

· “Can you figure out why Diane Muldrow said planting a tree made the world better? Think about the reasons we read in the book.” Responses will vary, but may include: A tree provides more than just one thing; it helps everything; a tree can provide clean air, fruit, and nuts for people and animals, plus clean soil.

	planted a tree,

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· Scribe on the board the present-tense verbs walk, jump, and dance and the frame: “We ___________ around a tree.”

· Students can say this sentence with a partner using the present-tense verbs, then practice changing the sentence to past tense by adding the inflectional ending -e to each verb. 

—
To provide lighter support: Challenge students to come up with their own sentence about a tree using an inflectional ending. (Responses will vary, but may include: We climbed the trees branches / We played under the leaves / We watched the squirrels eat acorns.) Chart student responses and continue underlining -ed in the verbs students use.

—
To provide heavier support: Provide a visual word bank, refer to the Guiding Question anchor chart for ideas and offer a model.

· Students can take turns in pairs to role-play being a tree and a person performing the different activities they described in their sentences.


	We planted a tree, and that one tree made the world better.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” (Responses will vary.)

· “How does this Language Dive help us inspire others to appreciate and enjoy trees?” This sentence makes a connection between planting a tree and many things being healthier, nicer, or more beautiful in our world.

	Practice (Sentence)
	· “How can one tree can make the world better?” One tree can make the world better because __________ [squirrels can get acorns from 
it / you can relax in its shade.]

· To provide lighter support: Challenge students to extend the frame: A tree makes the world better because _________ [squirrels can get acorns from it] and _________ [you can relax in its shade.]

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word bank, refer back to the Guiding Question anchor chart for ideas, and offer a model.

· Students can take 30 seconds in pairs to role-play the different activities they brainstormed to complete the sentence.

· Language Chunk Wall suggestions:

· Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things, ideas): We / planted a tree,/ and that one tree
· Adjectives and adjectival phrases and clauses (describing nouns): made the world better.

· Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): planted a tree, made the world better.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
We Planted a Tree
	We

	planted a tree,

	and that one tree

	made the world better.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 4: Unit 3: Lesson 2


Reading and Speaking: Focused Read-aloud, Session 2:


We Planted a Tree, Pages 19–30
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