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Module 4 Guiding Question Anchor Chart 

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Create on chart paper.

How and why are trees important to us and our communities?

Enjoying Trees Brainstorm Note-catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
W.K.8

Directions: Draw, label, and write one way our classroom community could enjoy a tree.

	Drawing of person playing hide and seek behind a tree.


We can enjoy a tree by 

playing hide and seek.
Enjoying Trees Brainstorm Note-catcher

Name: ____________________________Date: _____________
W.K.8

Directions: Draw, label, and write one way our classroom community could enjoy a tree.

	


We can enjoy a tree by 

	

	

	


Language Dive Guide: Gus Is a Tree
	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3.

	Sentence
	The smell of wood and earth that drifts up from the ground strikes him as oddly pleasant. (from page 4 of Gus Is a Tree by Claire Babin)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling and complex because it uses figurative language to describe a unique way the main character enjoys trees. It also addresses L.K.4a with the words earth and strikes. It connects to the guiding question by encouraging students to reflect on a special way to enjoy trees. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure: strikes him as oddly pleasant. Students practice orally constructing their own sentence about enjoying trees. They apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of the sentence when comparing and contrasting how people enjoy trees throughout the unit.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the Chunk Chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 5, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice (Sentence)
	


Language Dive Guide: Gus Is a Tree
	The smell of wood and earth

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What is this sentence about?” the smell of wood and the smell of the earth or dirt/soil (noun phrase)

· earth: “What does the author mean by the word?” It has two meanings: the planet or world we live on and soil, or dirt. In this sentence the author means the soil or dirt around a tree. (noun) 

· Students can close their eyes and imagine they are under a tree, inhaling deeply to smell wood and earth. 

· Students can take turns smelling wide, flat trays of soil with pieces of wood.

	that drifts up

	Deconstruct:
Language Goals
	· “What does the smell do?” This chunk tells us that it drifts up, or is carried up by the wind, through the air. (relative pronoun + phrasal verb)

· While remaining seated, students can wiggle their fingers starting at the floor and move them slowly up to their noses and inhale deeply again.

	from the ground

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “Where does the smell of wood and earth drift up from?” It comes from the ground. (prepositional phrase) 

· Students can discuss why the smell comes from the ground (soil, wood, and roots are there). 

· Students can pat the rug or ground around them and again 
wiggle their fingers from the floor to their noses and inhale deeply to make the connection between information in the three chunks.


	strikes him as oddly pleasant.

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does the smell that drifts up from the ground do for Gus?” It affects Gus. It pleases him. It makes him feel pleasant or nice.

· strikes: Students can share what the word strikes means to them. (Examples: Strikes can mean to light a match or refer to a batter missing a well-thrown ball in baseball.). Tell students that like earth, strikes has more than one meaning. 

· Students can repeat the word strikes and imitate your gestures as you demonstrate different meanings of the word with your hands (striking a match; striking your hand; striking out with a bat).

· strikes: “Can you figure out what strikes means in this sentence?” The word strikes has more than one meaning. Here, strikes means to have a strong effect on the mind or feelings of someone. The smell has a strong effect on Gus. (verb)

· as oddly pleasant: “How does the smell strike Gus?” It strikes him as oddly pleasant, or nice. The smell is nice to Gus, but oddly, so it is also unexpected, strange, or out of the ordinary. 

· Students can repeat the action from the previous chunks, patting the rug or ground around them, wiggling their fingers from the floor to their noses, and pretending a pleasant reaction when the smell reaches their nose.

	Practice

(Focus structure)
	· The smell of ________strikes me as________. (The smell of the marker strikes me as nice.)

—
To provide lighter support: Challenge students to extend the frame using what they’ve learned about trees. (Example: The smell ________apples] that comes from the________ [branches] strikes me as ________lovely].) 

—
To provide heavier support: Provide a word bank, refer back to the Guiding Question anchor chart for ideas, and offer a model. 

· Students can select from a basket of realia to smell as they share their sentences. (Examples: markers, play-dough, fruit, acorns, seeds, leaves, sticks, and flowers)


	The smell of wood and earth that drifts up from the ground strikes him as oddly pleasant.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” (Responses will vary, but may include: Gus likes the way the wood and earth smell, even though it is also unexpected, strange, or out of the ordinary.)

· “How does this Language Dive help us understand more about how people enjoy trees?” This sentence helps us understand that one way to enjoy trees is how they smell.

	Practice (Sentence)
	· “Can we divide this sentence into two or more sentences? What do we have to remove or change?” (The smell of wood and earth drifts up from the ground. It strikes him as oddly pleasant.)

—
To provide lighter support: With a partner, challenge students to develop a question that this sentence answers. (Responses will vary, but may include: What does Gus like the smell of? What does Gus enjoy about trees?) 

—
To provide heavier support: Invite students to discuss the meaning of the sentence in home language groups. Add the nouns in students’ home languages to the Parts of Speech anchor chart.

· Language Chunk Wall suggestions: 

—
Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things, ideas): The smell of wood and earth

—
Verbs and verb phrases (actions, states of being): that drifts up/strikes him as oddly pleasant
—
Language to talk about location: from the ground


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks I: 
Gus Is a Tree
	The smell of wood and earth

	that drifts up

	from the ground

	strikes him as oddly pleasant.


Unit 1 Guiding Question Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Create on chart paper. Student responses may vary.

	How are trees important to others?

	Other people enjoy trees by …

	Napping under a tree
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	Smelling a tree
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	Hiding in trees for hide and seek
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	Climbing a tree
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	Playing in a tree house
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 4: Unit 1: Lesson 1


Speaking and Listening: How Different People Enjoy Trees
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