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Linking Words and Phrases:
Teacher Model
W.3.2c

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Example 1: 

Writing is an important skill because we use it to communicate with others. We write letters, texts, and emails to talk about and share news with people all over the world. We write to communicate research and learning. Writing can be challenging because there are so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar rules to remember. In this writing contract, I have identified two of my most significant writing challenges. In this writing contract I have identified some strategies I will use to overcome those challenges. This year, I am going to focus on making sure my sentences make sense and punctuating dialogue. 


Example 2:

Writing is an important skill because we use it to communicate with others. For example, we write letters, texts, and emails to talk about and share news with people all over the world, and we write to communicate research and learning. Writing can be challenging because there are so many spelling, punctuation, and grammar rules to remember. In this writing contract, I have identified two of my most significant writing challenges and some strategies I will use to overcome those challenges. This year, I am going to focus on making sure my sentences make sense and punctuating dialogue.

Linking Words and Phrases:
W.3.2c, W.3.3c

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Hint: Where do you add new facts about your topic? You might need a linking word or phrase here! 

Add to this chart if you find new linking words and phrases you would like to remember. 
	Temporal words and phrases (Time order)
	Words and phrases that connect ideas

	first

second

next

finally 

then 

lastly

in the end 

after that 


	also

another 

and 

but

more

for example

as you can see

in addition 




Working to Become Effective Learners
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
Develop the mindsets and skills for success in college, career, and life 

	Habit of characters
	What does it mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I persevere 


	This means I challenge myself. When something is difficult or demanding, I keep trying and ask for help if I need it. 
	· Keep trying

· Asking someone for help 


	· “I am finding this challenging. I have tried xyz, but I need help moving forward.” 



	I collaborate 


	This means I can work well with others to accomplish a task or goal 


	· One person talking at a time and the others listening 
	· “What do you think?” 

· “I’m not sure I understand; can you say that again?” 

· “I’d like to build on that idea ...” 

· “That sounds like a great idea, and perhaps we could also ...” 

	I take responsibility
	This means I take ownership of my ideas, my work, my goals, and my actions.
	· Self-assessing

· Setting goals
	· “I think I did this well, and here is evidence of that…”

· “If think I could improve … by …”

· “I decided to make this change because …”


	Habit of characters
	What does it mean?
	What does it look like?
	What does it sound like?

	I take initiative
	This means I see what needs to be done and take the lead on making responsible decisions
	· When the group members aren’t talking to one another or working well together, one person steps forward to make a decision to help the group move forward.

· Someone becomes a facilitator and allocates roles.

· Doing things without being asked.
	· “How about we try this?”

· “I have an idea. Perhaps we could …”


Tracking Progress: Informative Writing

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Learning target: I can write an informative text.

Standards I’m tracking: W.3.2

1. How am I doing? 

· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column. 

· Write the number of each standard on a sticky note or flag. Then on your assessment materials, place each sticky note in an area that shows evidence you have met the criterion. Make sure you have evidence for each criterion. 

· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet! 

You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags, and in a different colored pen on the checklist. 

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	RI.3.1 


	My piece shows that I understand the topic or text. 

Evidence from the text helps the reader to clearly understand my focus. 
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I state my focus clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.3.2a


	My information is grouped to explain a main idea.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader important information needed to understand the piece.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2c
	I use linking words to connect ideas
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2b
	I use facts, definitions, and details from the text to explain my ideas.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2d
	I have a conclusion hat reminds the reader of the focus of the piece.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.2a
	I use illustrations to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.6
	The words I use show that I am knowledgeable about this topic.
	
	
	
	

	W.3.4
L.3.3
	My Writing is appropriate for this purpose and audience.
	
	
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Informative Piece
	4

Advanced
	3

Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	W.3.8
(partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	
	
	

	L.3.2
	The spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	
	
	


2. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?
	

	

	


Teacher Response:

	

	

	


3. How can I improve next time?

	

	

	


Teacher Response:

	

	


	Anchor Standards: W.2

By the end of Grade 12 I will be able to: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas and information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of content.
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End of Unit 3 Assessment, Part II: Revising a Reading Contract
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