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Describing Point of View Handout
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.6


Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts
The point of view in informational texts is the perspective of the author on the topic. It is the way he or she helps the reader understand what the author thinks about the topic.

Topic: Most important factor(s) in Jackie Robinson’s success
	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	Sharon Robinson
	Personal qualities

Support from family
	“Dad was prepared athletically.”

“He’d matured over the years.”

“He had his faith.”

“He had the support of a loving woman and a steadfast mother.” Promises to Keep, page 29

	Jackie Robinson
	Living in a free society
	“Free minds and human hearts were at work all around me; and so there was the probability of improvement.”

“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”

—“This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”


	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	Ken Burns
	Jackie’s wife, Rachel Robinson
	Michelle Obama says that “there’s nothing more important than family” in being able to withstand the stress of leading social change. She also said, “I don’t think you would have had Jackie Robinson without Rachel.” “Jackie Robinson: Royals to Obamas”


Comparing Point of View

	People
	Similarities
	Differences

	Sharon Robinson and Jackie Robinson
	They both thought faith was an important factor in Jackie’s success.

Evidence:

· Sharon said, “He had his faith.”

· Jackie said, “…my faith in God … sustained me in my fight.”
	Sharon Robinson felt Jackie’s personal qualities were most important.

Evidence:

· She said that her Dad “had both the self-control and courage to succeed.”
Jackie felt that he succeeded because he fought his battle in a free society.

Evidence:

· He said his fight “couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.


Describing Point of View Handout
RI.5.6
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Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts
The point of view in informational texts is the perspective of the author on the topic. It is the way he or she helps the reader understand what the author thinks about the topic.
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Introductory Elements
L.5.2b
An introductory element is a phrase that gives background information or sets the stage for the rest of the sentence.

Use introductory elements in your writing to

· introduce a piece of evidence.

· link ideas or transition from one sentence to another, or from one paragraph to another.

Rule: Use a comma to separate an introductory element from the rest of the sentence.

Examples:

For example, Sharon said, “He had his faith.”

In Promises to Keep, she said that her dad “had both the self-control and courage to succeed.”
Comparing Point of View Paragraph
(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.6, W.5.2
When reflecting on the factors contributing to Jackie Robinson’s success in breaking the color barrier in baseball, people have similar and differing ideas on which factors were most important. Jackie and Sharon Robinson had some similarities and some differences in their points of view. Both felt that faith was an important factor in Jackie’s success. When talking about the qualities Branch Rickey was looking for in a player in Promises to Keep, Sharon said, “He had his faith.” In his essay, “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work,” Jackie said, “…my faith in God … sustained me in my fight.” However, Sharon Robinson felt Jackie’s personal qualities were most important in his success. In Promises to Keep, she said that her dad “had both the self-control and courage to succeed.” But Jackie felt that he succeeded because he fought his battle in a free society. In his essay, he said his fight “couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.” Although they agreed that his faith was important, their points of view on which factor was most important was different. [image: image1.emf]
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