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Listening Closely: “1945: A Changing World”
Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
SL.5.2

Source: Promises to Keep, pages 28-29
	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	· Jackie Robinson met Branch Rickey while playing baseball for the Negro Leagues.

· Rickey knew about Jackie’s athletic ability.

· He wanted to find out what kind of person Jackie was.

· Before meeting with Jackie in person, Rickey spoke to people who knew Jackie.

· He learned Jackie was serious and was raised with strong values.

· He heard that Jackie had a fiery temper.

· When Rickey and Jackie first met in person, Rickey asked Jackie questions about his character.

· Rickey asked Jackie if he had a girlfriend. Jackie said yes and that he wanted to get married to her once he found a job.

· Rickey talked to Jackie about holding back his anger and his self-control.

· Jackie was excited and scared by this opportunity.

· Rickey pretended to be a racist fan and a spiteful teammate to see how Jackie would react.

· Jackie held back his anger.

· Rickey asked Jackie if he could control his temper and stand the pressure, telling Jackie he would have to adopt a nonviolent approach to change.

· Jackie agreed.

· Rickey knew he had chosen the right man.

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	· Why was Rickey worried Jackie would not be able to control himself


Explain what this text was about by summarizing the information heard. Be sure to include specific details from your notes in your response.

In “Why My Father?” in Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson explains why Branch Rickey chose Jackie Robinson for the Brooklyn Dodgers. After talking to people who knew Jackie well, Branch Rickey met with him in person. He asked Jackie questions about his character, and pretended to be a racist fan and a spiteful teammate to see how Jackie would react. Through talking to Jackie, Branch Rickey realized Jackie was the right man not just because he was great at baseball, but also because he knew Jackie could handle the difficulties that he would face as a black player on a previously all-white team.
Listening Closely: “Why My Father?”
Note-catcher
SL.5.2

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Source: Promises to Keep, pages 28-29
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Factor for Success: Historical Context
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.1, RI.5.3
	Person/people working toward similar goal
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	African American leaders across the country
	“While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level. They waged battles in courts, in newspapers, and at street demonstrations. They supported educational and economic equity. Black leaders and activists such as Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington, and W. E. B. DuBois took different positions and offered different solutions to the problems of racial equality.”
	Promises to Keep page 14

	Black professionals in the 1920s
	“There was also a small but growing professional class of African Americans who taught school, worked in hospitals as nurses and doctors, practiced law, and owned businesses.”
	Promises to Keep page 15

	Artists, writers, and musicians during the Harlem Renaissance
	Artist: Jacob Lawrence Writer: Langston Hughes Musician: Louis Armstrong Actor: Paul Robeson Dancer: Bill “Bojangles” Robinson
	Promises to Keep page 15

	Black athletes
	U.S. Relay Team won the gold medal at the 1936 Olympics. The athletes on the team were all African American: Jackie Robinson’s brother Mack Robinson, Jesse Owens, Ralph Metcalfe, Johnny Woodruff, Cornelius Johnson
	Promises to Keep page 16

	Black athletes
	1938 Joe Louis (Boxer) beats Hitler-endorsed Max Schmeling
	Promises to Keep page 17

	President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
	Signed executive order banning discrimination in all plants working on national defense contracts.
	Promises to Keep page 19


Factor for Success: Personal Qualities
Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.3

	Personal
Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	conviction
	“My parents were serious people with strong personal goals…. Dad wanted to be a professional athlete.”
	Promises to Keep page 19

	courage
	“One way he protested this injustice [a segregated army] was by refusing to play any sport for the army.”
	Promises to Keep page 21

	courage and conviction
	“During a bus ride from the army base into town, the bus driver ordered my father to the back of the bus, a section for black people only. Dad ignored the command; he knew his rights as a soldier. An argument followed, and Dad was arrested. Later, he had to defend himself in military court. The charges were dismissed.”
	Promises to Keep page 21

	conviction/ determination
	“Looking back, I realize that one of the things I admired most about my father was how he stayed in the game until the end. He stood firm even when his opinion wasn’t popular. Whether questioning an umpire or an American president, Dad used his celebrity to challenge an unjust system and support a movement organized to correct the wrongs.”
	Promises to Keep page 7


	Personal
Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	self-sacrifice,

self-control
	“Rickey asked if he could stand the pressure. Would he control his temper against verbal and even physical attacks? Dad didn’t respond immediately…. He wasn’t used to backing down when attacked. Rickey made it clear to my father that the first three years would be critical. For the sake of racial equality, he’d have to adopt a nonviolent approach to change. My father agreed.”
	Promises to Keep page 29


Factor for Success: Support from Decision 
Makers Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.3

	Personal
Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	President Truman
	ended segregation in the military
	Promises to Keep page 23

	sportswriters
	wrote articles supporting integration of baseball and questioned baseball in America

appealed to the commissioner, owners, baseball players, and fans to integrate baseball
	Promises to Keep page 24

	Branch Rickey
	“With the country delicately balanced toward change and baseball under pressure to set the pace, someone within the executive ranks of baseball had to commit to breaking the color barrier. A couple of baseball owners had tried to be pioneers before 1945, but were unsuccessful. Then, with exquisite timing, Branch Rickey, president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, stepped forward. He was just the man for the job.”
	Promises to Keep page 26

	Baseball Commissioner

A.B. Chandler
	“I don’t believe in barring Negroes from baseball just because they are Negroes.”
	Promises to Keep page 27

	Branch Rickey
	signed Jackie Robinson to the Montreal Royals, beginning “The Noble Experiment”
	Promises to Keep page 29
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Reading Informational Texts: Explaining Factors for Success
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