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Listening Closely: “1945: A Changing World”
Note-catcher
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
SL.5.2

Source: Promises to Keep, pages 22–27
	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	· Jackie worked as a coach and then played baseball for the Negro Leagues after he was in the army.

· The Negro League was the only league open to African American baseball players.

· Black ballplayers could play only in the Negro Leagues from 1888 to 1947.

· Many great players played in the Negro Leagues.

· Salaries were lower in the Negro Leagues.

· Teams in the Negro Leagues had to follow Jim Crow laws.

· Even though some people were working to desegregate baseball, Jackie didn’t think it would happen in his lifetime.

· World War II was a turning point for segregation.

· President Harry S. Truman ended segregation in the U.S. military in 1948.

· People wanted to desegregate civilian life, too.

· Baseball was significant to American culture. It was considered America’s pastime.

· Sportswriters wrote daily articles about segregation within professional sports.

· They asked the commissioner, owners, ballplayers, and fans to end segregation of baseball.

· Some baseball owners tried to commit to breaking the color barrier but weren’t successful.

· Branch Rickey, the president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, decided to try.

· He grew up playing baseball.

· He had strong values and beliefs.

· He was well-known for bold moves in baseball.

· When he first proposed integrated baseball, the commissioner at the time was against it.

· The commissioner died, and the new commissioner supported integration.


	What do you OBSERVE/HEAR?

	· Rickey wanted to break the color barrier for two reasons: He believed in equality, and he wanted to build the strongest team possible.
· Rickey used scouts, studied reports, and talked with sportswriters to find the right player to bring to the Major Leagues.
· He was looking for someone who could play at the Major League level, but who was also the right man off the field.
· That led him to Jackie Robinson.

	What QUESTIONS do you have?

	· Why were some people against integrating baseball?

· What was so special about Jackie Robinson?


Explain what this text was about by summarizing the information heard. Be sure to include specific details from your notes in your response.

In “1945: A Changing World” in Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson describes how people began to push for the integration of baseball. Major League Baseball did not allow nonwhite players, so black players had to play in the Negro Leagues. But, after World War II, people began to question why baseball was segregated. Sportswriters wrote daily articles about segregation within professional sports and asked the commissioner, owners, ballplayers, and fans to end segregation in baseball.

A couple of baseball owners tried to break the color barrier in baseball but were unsuccessful. Branch Rickey, the president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, however, was successful. Rickey grew up playing baseball. He had strong values and beliefs and was well-known for making bold moves in baseball. When he first proposed integrated baseball, the commissioner at the time was against it. But that commissioner died, and the new commissioner supported integration. Rickey wanted to break the color barrier for two reasons: He believed in equality, and he wanted to build the strongest team possible. He used scouts, studied reports, and talked with sportswriters to find the right player to bring to the Major Leagues. He was looking for someone who could play at the Major League level, but who was also the right man off the field. That led him to Jackie Robinson.

Listening Closely: “1945: A Changing World”
Note-catcher
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Factor for Success: Support from Decision Makers Anchor Chart
RI.5.1, RI.5.3
	Personal
Quality
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Factor for Success: Support from Decision Makers Anchor Chart
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.3

	Personal
Quality
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	President Truman
	ended segregation in the military
	Promises to Keep page 23

	sportswriters
	wrote articles supporting integration of baseball and questioned baseball in America

appealed to the commissioner, owners, baseball players, and fans to integrate baseball
	Promises to Keep page 24

	Branch Rickey
	“With the country delicately balanced toward change and baseball under pressure to set the pace, someone within the executive ranks of baseball had to commit to breaking the color barrier. A couple of baseball owners had tried to be pioneers before 1945, but were unsuccessful. Then, with exquisite timing, Branch Rickey, president and general manager of the Brooklyn Dodgers, stepped forward. He was just the man for the job.”
	Promises to Keep page 26

	Baseball Commissioner

A.B. Chandler
	“I don’t believe in barring Negroes from baseball just because they are Negroes.”
	Promises to Keep page 27


	Informative Writing Checklist
RI.5.4, L.5.4
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	Yes? No?
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Characteristics of My Compare/Contrast Essay
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	My focus shows that I clearly understand the topic or text and is well supported with evidence from reliable sources,
	I provide a general observation and focus and maintain the focus consistently throughout the piece.
	I introduce the topic, giving readers the context they need to understand the piece.
	Information is grouped logically, in a way that makes my thinking clear to the reader.
	I use formatting, illustrations, and multimedia to help the reader understand information and ideas.
	I use accurate and relevant facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples to explain my thinking.

	
	Standard
	W.5.9
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2a
	W.5.2b


	Yes? No?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Characteristics of My Compare/Contrast Essay
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Characteristics of Effective Informative Writing
	I use linking words to show how ideas and information connect.
	I use precise language and domain specific vocabulary.
	I have a conclusion that is clearly related to the focus and the information presented.
	My writing is appropriate for this task, purpose, and audience.
	I list my sources.
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.

	Standard
	W.5.2c
	W.5.2d,

L.5.6
	W.5.2e
	W.5.4

(partial)
	W.5.8

(partial)
	L.5.1
L.5.3a
	L.5.2


Support from Decision Makers Paragraph

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.3, W.5.2
Throughout history, people have worked to change society. Jackie Robinson worked to break the color barrier in baseball. There are many factors that can contribute to a person’s success in changing society. One factor in Jackie’s success was support from decision makers. In 1948, President Truman ended segregation in the military. This led to more people working to end segregation in civilian life, like in baseball. Sportswriters led the way in breaking the color barrier in baseball. They wrote articles supporting the integration of baseball and “appealed to the Baseball Commissioner, to the owners of teams, to the ballplayers themselves, and to the fans who supported the game” (pg. 26). Branch Rickey was another important decision maker who helped Jackie succeed in breaking the color barrier in baseball. Some owners before Rickey tried, but were not successful. Rickey had strong values and beliefs, and was well-known for making bold moves in baseball. He asked the baseball commissioner, A.B. Chandler, to integrate baseball, and Chandler agreed. Chandler was another important decision maker in Jackie’s success. Rickey led the search for the right player, meeting with scouts and sportswriters, and analyzing reports, which all led him to Jackie. Without the support of these people, Jackie would not have been able to succeed in breaking the color barrier in baseball.
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Reading Informational Texts: Identifying Factors for Success
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