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	Finding the Gist and Unfamiliar Vocabulary:
Promises to Keep, Pages 10-17

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.4, L.5.4
Note: Responses in the Unfamiliar Vocabulary column will vary. Words students are likely to be unfamiliar with (and their accompanying definitions) have been included for each section. Encourage students to use the strategies on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart to determine the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary.
	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)
	to divide

limited
physical, mental, or emotional strain

to move from one region to another
	a tenant farmer who gives a portion of his or her crop to the owner of the land as rent

working at something even when it is difficult

	
	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	separate

restricted
tension
migrated
	ac sharecroppers 

determined

	
	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	After the Civil War, segregation was part of everyday life almost everywhere.
	Mallie Robinson, Jackie's mother, worked hard to support her family.

	
	Text
	Pages 10-11

· Beginning with "In the post-Civil War …"
	· Beginning with "Mallie Robinson, my grandmother …"


	Meaning
(use a dictionary if you need to)
	something that marks the edge or limit
something that happens;  a single event
	the opinion or belief that a particular race of people is better than another race or races
the quality of being fair and reasonable
someone who works for a cause
	to bear up under or function in spite of something
to keep away from

a thing or person that can affect another thing or person
	the winning of a great victory or success
the quality or state of being better

to have a high opinion of; respect

	Unfamiliar Vocabulary
	boundaries

incidents
	racism 

equity 

activists
	endured 

avoid
influence
	triumph
superiority
admired

	Gist
What is it mostly about?
	Even though blacks lived in only certain parts of Pasadena, Mallie and her family ignored the racial boundaries and moved to an all-white neighborhood
	Across the country, African American leaders fought against racism.
	As a teenager, Jackie avoided trouble because of the values his mother taught him, because of his love of sports, and because of the influence of his brothers.
	The 1930s saw the rise of African American sports heroes.

	Text
	Page 13

· Beginning with "Pasadena was a …"
	Pages 14–15
· Beginning with "While my father …"
	Page 16

· Beginning with "The glory of …"
	Page 17

· Beginning with "The 1936 U.S. Olympic  …"
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Determining Main Ideas and Key Details:
“Signs of Hope” Note-catcher
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.2
	“Signs of Hope,” pages 10–17

	Main Idea #1:
When Jackie was growing up, African Americans were fighting segregation across the country.
	Key Details:
· Even though blacks lived in only certain parts of Pasadena, Jackie’s mother bought a house in an all-white neighborhood. (pg. 13)
· “[African American leaders] waged battles in courts, newspapers, and at street demonstrations. They supported educational and economic equity.” (pg. 14)
· Newspapers told stories about racial progress and encouraged the antisegregation movement. (pg. 15)
· African American writers, artists, musicians, and activists rose to fame and popularity in the 1920s. (pgs. 14–15)
· In the 1930s, African American athletes won competitions against white athletes, which many saw as a victory over racism. (pgs. 15–16)

	Main Idea #2:

Jackie Robinson was inspired by his family, particularly in values and in sports.
	Key Details:

· Neighbors tried to intimidate Jackie’s mother to move off Pepper Street but she refused to leave, standing strong by what she believed in. (pg. 13)
· Jackie’s “devotion to his mother and the values she worked hard to instill in him” helped him avoid trouble as a teenager. (pg. 16)
· “Dad’s older brothers were another big influence on him.” (pg. 16)
· Jackie’s brother Mack won gold and silver medals in the 1936 Olympics. (pgs. 15–16)


Determining Main Ideas and Key Details:
“Signs of Hope” Note-catcher
RI.5.1, RI.5.2

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	“Signs of Hope,” pages 10–17

	Main Idea #1:
	Key Details:

	Main Idea #2:
	Key Details:


Summary: “Signs of Hope”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.2
In “Signs of Hope” in Promises to Keep, Sharon Robinson describes the fight against segregation in the United States after the Civil War. When Jackie was growing up, African Americans were fighting segregation across the country. People were fighting for educational and economic equity, waging “battles in courts, newspapers, and at street demonstrations” (pg. 13). Newspapers told stories about racial progress and encouraged the antisegregation movement. Many African American writers, artists, musicians, and activists rose to fame and popularity during this time because of their work against segregation. In the 1930s, African American athletes won competitions against white athletes, which many people saw as a victory over racism. Jackie’s mother fought against segregation, too. Even though blacks lived in only certain parts of Pasadena, Jackie’s mother bought a house in an all-white neighborhood.

During this time, Jackie Robinson was inspired by his family, particularly in their values and in sports. Neighbors tried to intimidate Jackie’s mother into moving off Pepper Street but she refused to leave, standing strong by what she believed in. Jackie’s “devotion to his mother and the values she worked hard to instill in him” helped him avoid trouble as a teenager (pg. 16). His older brothers were a big influence on him. In the 1936 Olympics, his brother Mack won gold and silver medals for track and field, which some called a win for humanity. There were many people fighting segregation in the United States, many of whom Jackie looked up to.
Factor for Success: Historical Context
Anchor Chart

RI.5.1, RI.5.3
	Person/people working toward similar goal
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Factor for Success: Historical Context
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

RI.5.1, RI.5.3
	Person/people working toward similar goal
	Evidence from the text
	Source

	African American leaders across the country
	“While my father fought relatively small battles against racism in Pasadena, African American leaders across the country took the struggle to a new level. They waged battles in courts, in newspapers, and at street demonstrations. They supported educational and economic equity. Black leaders and activists such as Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington, and W. E. B. DuBois took different positions and offered different solutions to the problems of racial equality.”
	Promises to Keep page 14

	Black professionals in the 1920s
	“There was also a small but growing professional class of African Americans who taught school, worked in hospitals as nurses and doctors, practiced law, and owned businesses.”
	Promises to Keep page 15

	Artists, writers, and musicians during the Harlem Renaissance
	Artist: Jacob Lawrence Writer: Langston Hughes Musician: Louis Armstrong Actor: Paul Robeson Dancer: Bill “Bojangles” Robinson
	Promises to Keep page 15

	Black athletes
	U.S. Relay Team won the gold medal at the 1936 Olympics. The athletes on the team were all African American: Jackie Robinson’s brother Mack Robinson, Jesse Owens, Ralph Metcalfe, Johnny Woodruff, Cornelius Johnson
	Promises to Keep page 16

	Black athletes
	1938 Joe Louis (Boxer) beats Hitler-endorsed Max Schmeling
	Promises to Keep page 17
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Reading Informational Texts: Summarizing a Text about �Jackie Robinson
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