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“The Hawk and the Hen”
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
A hawk flying about in the sky decided he would like to marry a hen. He had seen her walking around on the ground and he liked her very much. He flew down and asked her to be his wife. She agreed to marry him but asked him to wait until she could grow wings like his. The hawk agreed and gave her a ring. As he flew away, he asked her to take good care of it.

The hen was very proud of the ring and placed it around her neck. The next day, the cock saw the ring and said:

 “Where did you get that ring? You promised to be my wife. Throw the ring away.”

So the hen threw away the beautiful ring.

Not long after this, the hawk flew down with beautiful feathers to dress the hen. When she saw him coming, she was frightened and ran to hide. The hawk called to her to come out. When the hen came out, the hawk saw that the ring was gone.

“Where is the ring I gave you?” he asked.

The hen was afraid to tell the truth, so she said:

“Yesterday when I was walking in the garden, I met a large snake. He scared me and I ran as fast as I could away from him. The ring fell off as I ran. I looked everywhere but could not find it.”

The hawk knew that she was not telling the truth. As punishment, he told her that she must always scratch the ground to look for the ring. He also warned her that he would take chickens until she found it. Then he flew away. Since then, all the hens throughout the world have been scratching the ground to find the hawk’s ring. And hawks have been taking chickens.
Adapted from Cole, Mary Cook. “The Hawk and the Hen.” Philippine Folk Tales. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co., 1916. Project Gutenberg, 2008. Web. 26 Jul 2016. <https://www.gutenberg.org/ files/12814/12814-h/12814-h.htm#d0e2279>.
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Preparing a Presentation: Prompt Cards - Key Points
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