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Organizing the Model: 
Introductory Paragraph Strips
W.3.1a
	Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens by J.M. Barrie is a story about a baby boy named Peter who thinks he is a bird. Peter flies away from his home and lands in Kensington Gardens, a magical park with talking birds and fairies. After a while, Peter wants to return home to his mother, but when he gets there, the window locked and barred. So, he has to return to Kensington Gardens to live forever.

	I would recommend this book to a friend with some cautions.

	This story really sparks your imagination,

	but some of the characters are quite cruel, which can be upsetting to read.


Book Review Anchor Chart
(For Teacher Reference)
W.3.1
Introductory Paragraph

· Introduction: introduces the book and briefly recounts what happens: book title, author, brief recounting

· Focus statement: states whether author would recommend it to a friend

· Point 1: Reason 1: why the author would recommend it

· Point 2: Reason 2: cautions

Peter Pan Recommendations Anchor Chart

W.3.1
	Reasons to Recommend
	Evidence
	Reasons not to Recommend
	Evidence

	The story takes you on adventures.
	In Chapter 5, the children fly to Neverland and are fed by birds! 
Peter floats across a lagoon in a giant bird’s nest and outsmarts Captain Hook in Chapter 10. 
Peter has a sword fight with a pirate in Chapter 15.
	Stereotypes
	Wendy is always doing the housework for the lost boys; in Chapter 8, the text describes how Wendy doesn’t leave the cave for a long time because she is busy looking after the lost boys. 
The way Indians are portrayed, carrying tomahawks and chasing the pirates to kill them in Chapter 6, 

 is unrealistic and unfair. 
Real pirates are scary, not funny and silly like Captain Hook and Smee are in Chapter 9 when Peter is tricking them.

	The story has some interesting characters.
	Tinker Bell is a jealous fairy who has a lost boy shoot Wendy out of the sky in Chapter 7 because she doesn’t like her. In Chapter 13, she drinks poison to save Peter Pan, showing that she is also very caring. Wendy is very caring. 
When she first sees Peter crying in her bedroom in Chapter 3, she immediately wants to help him and sews his shadow back on for him. In Neverland, in Chapter 8, we learn how she takes care of the lost boys.
	Violence
	In Chapter 9, Peter fights with the pirates and then in Chapter 10 nearly drowns because he is too injured from fighting with Hook to get himself off the rock. 
In Chapter 15, Peter stabs Hook in the ribs with his sword and kicks him overboard to the crocodile waiting below.


Book Review Planning Graphic Organizer
(Sample, for Teacher Reference)
RL.3.1, W.3.1
Focus Question: Would you recommend Peter Pan to a friend? Why or why not?

Focus Statement: I would highly recommend this book to a friend because the story takes you on magical adventures and it has some interesting characters.
	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your book.

Details:

· Book Title: Peter Pan
· Book Author: retold by Tania Zamorsky
· Brief Recounting:

· Peter is a magical boy who helps the Darling children go to Neverland

· they love Neverland but decide they should go home

· the Darlings go home and take the lost boys

· Peter stays in Neverland

Circle:

· Would recommend

· Would recommend with some cautions

· Would not recommend
	Proof Paragraph 1

Reason 1:

What is one reason for your recommendation?

The story takes you on magical adventures.

Evidence:

What evidence from Peter Pan supports your reason?

· Chapter 5: the children fly to Neverland and are fed by birds

· Chapter 10: Peter floats across a lagoon in a giant bird’s nest and outsmarts Captain Hook

Elaboration:

What do these examples show? Why?

· there are many adventures to imagine as you read


	Proof Paragraph 2

Reason 2:

What is another reason for your recommendation?

The story has some interesting characters.

Evidence:

What evidence from Peter Pan supports your reason?

· Chapter 7: Tinker Bell is a jealous fairy who has a lost boy shoot Wendy out of the sky because she doesn’t like her.

· Chapter 13: Tinker Bell drinks poison to save Peter Pan, showing that she is also very caring

Elaboration:

What do these examples show? Why?

· interesting characters keep the reader engaged
	Conclusion

What? Restate your opinion.

If you are looking for an exciting read, I highly recommend this book.

So What? Reflect on what the book can do for a reader.

· the adventures can help the reader escape to another world


Book Review Planning Graphic Organizer

RL.3.1, W.3.1

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Focus Question: Would you recommend Peter Pan to a friend? Why or why not?

Focus Statement:
	Introduction Paragraph

Describe your book.

Details:

· Book Title: 

· Book Author:

· Brief Recounting:

Circle:

· Would recommend

· Would recommend with some cautions

· Would not recommend
	Proof Paragraph 1

Reason 1:

What is one reason for your recommendation?

Evidence:

What evidence from Peter Pan supports your reason?

Elaboration:

What do these examples show? Why?




	Proof Paragraph 2

Reason 2:

What is another reason for your recommendation?

Evidence:

What evidence from Peter Pan supports your reason?

Elaboration:

What do these examples show? Why?


	Conclusion

What? Restate your opinion.

So What? Reflect on what the book can do for a reader.




Opinion Writing Checklist
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.3.1
	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Book Review
	Yes? No?

	RL/RI.3.1
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from the text(s) and shows a clear understanding of the topic.
	
	

	W.3.1a
	I state my opinion clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	I state whether I would or would not recommend the book.
	

	W.3.1a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic or issue.
	I give a brief outline of the story and state my opinion, as well as reasons for my opinion.
	

	W.3.1a
	I list reasons for my opinion.
	I provide two reasons why I would or would not recommend the story of Peter Pan.
	

	W.3.1b
	I give evidence and reasons to support my opinion.
	
	

	W.3.1c
	I use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons.
	
	

	W.3.1d
	I have a conclusion that restates the focus of my piece.
	
	

	W.3.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.3.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	I use coordinating and subordinating conjunctions and simple, compound, and complex sentences.
	

	L.3.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	

	L.3.3

L.3.6

W.3.4
	The words and sentences I use are appropriate for this task and purpose.
	The words and sentences I use show my opinion and reasons for my opinion.
	


Opinion Writing Checklist

W.3.1

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Book Review
	Yes? No?

	RL/RI.3.1
	My opinion is supported by reasons and evidence from the text(s) and shows a clear understanding of the topic.
	
	

	W.3.1a
	I state my opinion clearly, and my writing stays focused.
	
	

	W.3.1a
	I have an introduction that gives the reader the information needed to understand the topic or issue.
	
	

	W.3.1a
	I list reasons for my opinion.
	
	

	W.3.1b
	I give evidence and reasons to support my opinion.
	
	


	Standard
	Characteristics of Effective Opinion Writing
	Characteristics of My Book Review
	Yes? No?

	W.3.1c
	I use linking words to connect my opinion and reasons.
	
	

	W.3.1d
	I have a conclusion that restates the focus of my piece.
	
	

	W.3.8 (partial)
	I list my sources.
	
	

	L.3.1
	My words and sentences follow the rules of writing.
	
	

	L.3.2
	My spelling, capitalization, and punctuation are correct.
	
	

	L.3.3
L.3.6
W.3.4
	The words and sentences I use are appropriate for this task and purpose.
	
	


Book Review Examples: Peter Pan
(For Teacher Reference)
Option 1 (would not recommend the book)
Peter Pan retold by Tania Zamorsky is a story about a magical boy called Peter Pan, who helps Wendy, John, and Michael Darling to run away from their parents to an island called Neverland. In Neverland, they have many adventures, some wonderful and some very scary. The children love Neverland, but eventually they become worried that they will never be able to return home. At the end of the story, Wendy, John, and Michael return home and their parents adopt the lost boys, but Peter decides he wants to stay in Neverland and be a boy forever.

I would recommend this book to a friend because the story takes you

on some amazing adventures and has some interesting characters.

This book is full of adventure! When you read, you can imagine what

it’s like to fly around church spires and clock towers like Wendy, John,

and Michael do in Chapter 5, or have a sword fight with a pirate like

Peter does in Chapter 15. Peter floats across a lagoon in a giant bird’s

nest and outsmarts Captain Hook in Chapter 10. There are so many

wonderful adventures that are exciting to imagine!

Tania Zamorsky engaged me in the story through the adventures of

the interesting characters. I liked the character of Wendy because she

is so caring and kind to all of the children. When she first sees Peter

crying in her bedroom in Chapter 3, she immediately wants to help

him and sews his shadow back on for him. In Neverland, in Chapter 8,

we learn how she takes care of the lost boys. Wendy is both brave and

caring.

If you are looking for an exciting read, I highly recommend this book.

Peter Pan contains all kinds of interesting fairy tale characters,

including fairies, mermaids, and pirates, and their adventures helped

me to escape to another world.
Book Review Examples: Peter Pan, cont’d
(For Teacher Reference)
Option 2 (would not recommend the book)

Peter Pan retold by Tania Zamorsky is a story about a magical boy called Peter Pan, who helps Wendy, John, and Michael Darling to run away from their parents to an island called Neverland. In Neverland, they have many adventures, some wonderful and some very scary. The children love Neverland, but eventually they become worried that they will never be able to return home. At the end of the story, Wendy, John, and Michael return home and their parents adopt the lost boys, but Peter decides he wants to stay in Neverland and be a boy forever. Although this book is very popular, I would not recommend this book to a friend because it is violent and there are too many character stereotypes because of the time it was written.

Peter Pan is very violent and encourages the reader to think that war and fighting are fun. In Chapter 9, Peter fights with the pirates and then in Chapter 10 nearly drowns because he is too injured from fighting with Hook to get himself off the rock. In Chapter 15, Peter stabs Hook in the ribs with his sword and kicks him overboard to the crocodile waiting below.

There are too many character stereotypes because the story was written more than 100 years ago, when society treated women and people from other places in the world differently. Most mothers today don’t spend all their time sewing and cleaning like Wendy does in Chapter 8. Indians don’t carry tomahawks and attack pirates, as the book describes in Chapters 6 and 12. Real pirates are scary, not funny like Captain Hook and Smee in Chapter 9 when Peter is tricking them. I find it insulting that women and Indians are described in a way that is incorrect, hurtful, and offensive.

Peter Pan was written more than 100 years ago, and the adventures and descriptions of the “indians” and of girls and women in the story are unrealistic and offensive in 2016. For these reasons, I cannot recommend this book. It is outdated and portrays people, places, and events in an old-fashioned and negative way.

Book Review Examples: Peter Pan, cont’d

(For Teacher Reference)

Option 3 (would recommend the book, but with some cautions)

Peter Pan retold by Tania Zamorsky is a story about a magical boy called Peter Pan, who helps Wendy, John, and Michael Darling to run away from their parents to an island called Neverland. In Neverland, they have many adventures, some wonderful and some very scary. The children love Neverland, but eventually they become worried that they will never be able to return home. At the end of the story, Wendy, John, and Michael return home and their parents adopt the lost boys, but Peter decides he wants to stay in Neverland and be a boy forever. Although this book is very popular, I would recommend this book to a friend, but with some cautions. Peter Pan has some interesting characters and adventures in it, but the reader needs to remember that the book is 100 years old.

Tania Zamorsky engaged me in the story through the adventures of the interesting characters. I liked the character of Wendy because she is so caring and kind to all of the children. When she first sees Peter crying in her bedroom in Chapter 3, she immediately wants to help him and sews his shadow back on for him. In Neverland, in Chapter 8, we learn how she takes care of the lost boys. Wendy is both brave and caring.

While I liked most of the book, the reader needs to be aware that there are character stereotypes because the story was written more than 100 years ago when society treated women and people from other places in the world differently. Today, most mothers don’t spend all their time sewing and cleaning like Wendy does in Chapter 8.  Indians don’t carry tomahawks and attack pirates, as the book describes in Chapters 6 and 12. Real pirates are scary, not funny like Captain Hook and Smee in Chapter 9 when Peter is tricking them.

Overall, I really enjoyed the story and would recommend it to someone else. Peter Pan contains all kinds of interesting fairy tale characters, including fairies, mermaids, and pirates, and it helped me to escape to another world. However, it is important readers understand that this book was written long ago by a man who had never been to the United States, so the actions and descriptions of the “indians” in the story is an unrealistic stereotype of Native Americans. Also, the way women and girls are portrayed reflects the thinking of people in the early 1900s, which was very different from the way we think of women today. Peter Pan is a great book to read, as long as you remember that it is imaginary and reflects the thinking of one man in a different time and place.[image: image1.emf]
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Writing a Book Review: Drafting the Introduction
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