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Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens: Chapter 1
“The Grand Tour of the Gardens”

To follow Peter Pan’s adventures, it is important that you are familiar with Kensington Gardens. Kensington Gardens are in London. No child has ever seen all of the gardens because they are so big that there isn’t enough time to see them all.

On one side of the gardens is a street with a never-ending line of buses that you have to cross to get into the gardens. There are many gates into the gardens, but there is only one that you use to go in. Before you go in, you speak to the lady with the balloons sitting outside. She can’t go in because if she were to let go of the fence, the balloons would lift her up, and she would fly away. She has quite a red face from the strain of holding onto the balloons all day.

Inside, the gardens are tremendously big, with millions and hundreds of trees. There is a path called the Broad Walk, which is much bigger than the other paths in the garden. On the Broad Walk is a tree where a boy called Cecco lost his penny, and found a twopence when looking for it. This tree is now called Cecco Hewlett’s Tree. People have been digging there ever since.

On the way to the Round Pond is a statue called Big Penny, and the Baby’s Palace. A baby once lived in the palace all alone, with lots of dolls. When people rang the bell, she got out of bed, lit a candle and opened the door in her nightdress.

On the right of the Broad Walk is the Baby Walk, which is full of baby prams. From here you can walk through a passage called Bunting’s Thumb, to Picnic Street. On Picnic Street chestnut-blossoms fall into your mug as you are drinking.

The Round Pond is in the very middle of the gardens. The best boat to sail on the Round Pond is a stick-boat. As you walk around pulling it by the string, you see little men running about the deck, and sails rise magically to catch the breeze. 

Lots of paths lead to the pond. Some of them are ordinary paths, but others are Paths that have Made Themselves. They are wide at one spot, and very narrow at another. These paths make themselves at night after the gates are closed, like all the most wonderful things that happen in the Gardens. The paths make themselves because it is their only chance of getting to the Round Pond.
The Serpentine begins near here. It is a lovely lake, and there is a drowned forest at the bottom of it. If you peer over the edge you can see the trees all growing upside down, and they say that at night there are also drowned stars in it. Only a small part of the Serpentine is in the gardens, before it passes under a bridge to far away where the Bird’s Island is. No human, except Peter Pan (and he is only half human), can land on the island, but you can make a paper boat and slip it into the water, and it reaches the Bird’s Island after dark.

Adapted from Barrie, J.M. Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. n.p, 2008. Project Gutenberg.  [http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1332/1332-h/1332-h.htm]
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Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens:
Chapter 1 Glossary

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RL.3.4, L.3.4
	Word
	Definition

	tour
	a journey in which several different places are visited

	familiar
	well-known

	strain
	a demand on strength or ability

	tremendously
	large in size, extent, amount, power, or degree

	prams
	push-along baby carriages, like strollers

	passage
	a narrow path from one place to another

	peer
	look keenly at someone or something


Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens:
Chapter 1 Glossary

RL.3.4, L.3.4
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
	Word
	Definition

	tour
	

	familiar
	

	strain
	

	tremendously
	

	prams
	

	passage
	

	peer
	


Analyzing Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
Anchor Chart

RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.5

	Chapter
	What happens?

(Brief summary—no more than three sentences)
	How does the chapter build on the previous chapter?

(What happened in the previous chapters? How does this chapter build on what has happened so far?)

	
	
	


Analyzing Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.5

	Chapter
	What happens?

(Brief summary—no more than three sentences)
	How does the chapter build on the previous chapter?

(What happened in the previous chapters? How does this chapter build on what has happened so far?)

	1: The Grand Tour of the Gardens
	We are introduced to some of the different places in Kensington Gardens and the people who have done noteworthy things in those places.
	This is the first chapter. It introduces the places in the story.


Analyzing Peter Pan Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.3.1, RL.3.2, RL.3.5

	Chapter
	What happens?

(Brief summary—no more than three sentences)
	How does the chapter build on the previous chapter?

(What happened in the previous chapters? How does this chapter build on what has happened so far?)

	12: Something Worse than the Night
	Hook and the pirates captured the lost boys while Peter was sleeping by tricking them into thinking the Indians had won the battle. Hook saw Peter sleeping in the cave and poisoned his drinking water before leaving Peter asleep in the cave.
	At the end of the previous chapter, the discussion about Wendy and the Darling family leaving was interrupted by the sounds of the pirates attacking the Indians. In the previous chapters, the pirates and Hook had been trying to capture Peter and the lost boys.


Comparing Chapter 1 of Peter Pan in
Kensington Gardens with Peter Pan
(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.3.1, RL.3.9

Directions: Think about the two stories so far. What is similar? What is different? Record similarities and differences on the chart below. Remember to use evidence from the texts.
	Similarities
	Differences

	· Both stories have the same main character in their titles, Peter Pan.

· Both stories have a character called Cecco. In Peter Pan, Cecco is a pirate. In Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens, Cecco is a boy who lost a penny and found twopence.

· Both have elements of fantasy, such as children flying in Peter Pan and a baby living on her own in a palace in Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens.
	· Kensington Gardens is not mentioned in Peter Pan, yet it seems to be a significant setting in Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens. In Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens, the text says, “To follow Peter Pan’s adventures, it is important that you are familiar with Kensington Gardens.” Neverland is the significant setting in Peter Pan, yet this isn’t mentioned in Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens.


Comparing Chapter 1 of Peter Pan in
Kensington Gardens with Peter Pan

RI.3.1, RL.3.9


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Directions: Think about the two stories so far. What is similar? What is different? Record similarities and differences on the chart below. Remember to use evidence from the texts.

	Similarities
	Differences
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Comparing Stories: Peter Pan and Chapter 1 of Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens
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