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“Spied a Feather”

(sung to the tune of “Oh My Darling, Clementine”)

Spied a feather, spied a feather, spied a feather on the ground,

Oh, I wonder what kind of feather it is that I have found?

Looked closely, looked closely, looked closely with my eye,

A long, strong feather helps a bird soar swiftly through the sky.

Spied a feather, spied a feather, spied a feather on the ground,

Oh, I wonder what kind of feather it is that I have found?

Held it up, held it up, held it up in the sunlight.

A curved red feather gives a bird a color that is bright.

Spied a feather, spied a feather, spied a feather on the ground,

Oh, I wonder what kind of feather it is that I have found?

Picked it up, picked it up, picked it up and held it tight.

A soft, down feather helps a bird stay warm at night.

Spied a feather, spied a feather, spied a feather on the ground,

Oh, I am so very lucky, a feather I have found!

Written by Katie Shenk for EL Education

Language Dive Guide: 
Feathers: Not Just for Flying
	Notes
	Refer to the Language Dive in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3, for detailed notes on how the Language Dive format has changed starting in Module 3. 

	Sentence
	That’s because feathers have so many different jobs to do. (from page 2 of Feathers: Not Just for Flying, by Melissa Stewart)

	Rationale
	This sentence is compelling because it uses an adjective to help address the Daily Learning Target and the main idea of the text introduced this lesson. The sentence connects to the guiding question by capturing the idea that birds use their body parts to survive. Invite students to discuss each chunk briefly, but encourage extended conversation and practice with the focus structure so many different jobs to do. Students apply their understanding of the meaning and structure of this sentence when writing individual notes for the Science Talk in Lessons 10 and 15 and when they work on their informative writing piece in Lessons 12–16.

	Time
	10 minutes

	Throughout the Language Dive
	Follow the same routines found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3.

	Deconstruct
	Refer to the chunk chart for language goals; display the sentence strip chunks. Follow the same routine found in Module 3, Unit 1, Lesson 3, to assist students in deconstructing, reconstructing, and practicing the chosen sentence.

	Practice (Focus Structure
	

	Reconstruct
	

	Practice

(Sentence)
	


Language Dive Chunk Chart: 
Feathers: Not Just for Flying
	That’s because

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What does this chunk tell us?” The sentence links to the previous idea in the text: the feathers are not all the same.” This sentence is going to tell us why feathers are not all the same. (pronoun + verb + conjunction)

	feathers have 

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· Feathers: “What is this chunk about?” feathers; covering birds grow that coats their bodies. (noun)

· have: “What does this chunk tell us about feathers?” they have something (verb)

· Students can sketch feathers in their note-catchers.

	so many different jobs to do

	Deconstruct: Language Goals
	· “What do feathers have?” different jobs; different purposes to help birds.

· so many: “How many different jobs do feathers have?” a large number; The word so modifies, or intensifies, the adjective many to mean very many or a lot. (adverb + determiner)

· different: “What does the author tell us about the many jobs feathers have?” not all feathers do the same job; the many jobs feathers do are different or varied. (adjective)

· “What if different were removed? How would that change the meaning of the sentence?” It would mean the same thing, but it might not be clear that feathers do various kinds of jobs. We might think feathers always do the same job. (adjective)

· Students can brainstorm some of the jobs feathers do and list them in their note-catcher.

· Students can act out how feathers help birds.

	Practice (Focus Structure)
	· That’s because feathers have so many ____ [adjective] jobs to do. (That’s because feathers have so many important jobs to do.)

· To provide lighter support: Can you extend the sentence frame with such as to give an example? (That’s because feathers have so many important jobs to do, such as keeping birds warm.)

· To provide heavier support: Display a word or phrase bank for students to use to help them complete the sentence frame.

· Ask: “Can we say so many jobs different to do? Why do you think that?” (No. In English adjectives must come before the nouns they describe.)

· Ask: “What adjectives did you use in your sentence? What is the purpose of adjectives?” (Responses will vary, but may include: I used helpful. Adjectives describe nouns, like jobs in this sentence.)

	That’s because feathers have so many different jobs 
to do.

	Reconstruct
	· “How can you say this sentence in your own words?” Feathers have lots of different purposes.

· “How does this Language Dive add to your understanding of the guiding question?” It helps us understand that birds use their body parts to help them survive.

	Practice

(Sentence)
	· “Some birds can ________. That’s because they have ________.” (Examples: Some birds can swim. That’s because they have webbed feet. Some birds can reach fruit. That’s because they have long beaks.)

· To provide lighter support: “Can you combine the two sentences into one? How?” (Example: Some birds have webbed feet so they can swim. Some birds can swim because they have webbed feet.)

· To provide heavier support: Provide a word bank including adjectives for students to use when completing the sentence frame.

Language Chunk Wall suggestions:

· Language to connect words, phrases, clauses: That’s because
· Nouns and noun phrases (people, places, things): feathers have
· Adjectives and adjectival phrases and clauses: so many different jobs to do.


Language Dive Sentence Strip Chunks: 
Feathers: Not Just for Flying

	That’s because 

	feathers have

	so many different jobs to do.


Language Dive Note-catcher: 
Feathers: Not Just for Flying 

Name: __________________________ Date: ______________
That’s because/ feathers have/ so many different jobs to do.

	Sketch feathers.


Jobs feathers do:

1. _________________________________________

2. _________________________________________

3. _________________________________________

That’s because feathers have so many ______________
jobs to do.
Unit 2 Learning Plan Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

	What are our academic and 
habits of character goals for Unit 2?

	Academic Goals
	Habits of Character Goals

	(What will we know and be able to do as learners?)

· Use books to research beaks and feathers

· Write a shared writing piece about our feathers research

· Write my own piece about our group research

· Describe how different feathers and beaks help a bird survive

· Create scientific drawings of beaks and feathers
	(How can we use collaboration and compassion to meet our academic goals?)

· Define what successful collaboration looks like and sounds like

· Collaborate with classmates to research feathers and beaks

· Show compassion when collaborating with classmates


Musical Mingle Protocol Anchor Chart

Note to Teachers: Create this anchor chart on chart paper.

	Listen for the music.
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	When you hear the music, move or gently dance around the room and find a group of three others to hold hands with to form a circle.
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	Once your circle has formed, walk in a circle holding hands until the music or song ends.
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	Stop and drop hands when the music ends.
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Musical Mingle Protocol Anchor Chart (continued)

	Listen for a prompt to discuss with your group.
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	Have a conversation with the people in your group. 
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	Raise your hands to show that everyone has had a turn to talk. 
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade 1: Module 3: Unit 2: Lesson 2


Introducing the Research Text: Feathers: Not Just for Flying
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