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Directions for Live Plants Observation Setup

(For Teacher Reference)

Purpose:

To support students’ developing understanding of the criteria that make a living thing living and to provide illuminating examples of each criteria, students observe a set of three plants over the course of the unit with a small group. During Lessons 2–4, groups observe one or two plants from the set of three. Prior to these observations, the teacher provides varying levels of care to each plant. The effects of this varying care highlight what happens to a living thing when one of its needs is not met.

If it is not possible to purchase enough plants for each small group to observe their own set, consider conducting this activity with one set of three plants for the entire class to view. Follow procedures outlined for the observation of plants in Lessons 2–4, making adjustments to ensure that all students are able to view the plants closely.

Materials:

· Approximately 15 small plants of the same variety (suggested varieties: cilantro, sweet potato vine). Plants should be purchased already potted, with growth previously started.

· Label (white; 2 by 2 inches; one per plant) 

· Sealable bag (gallon size; one per set of plants)

· Marker (one; used by the teacher to label plants)

· Water (used by the teacher to water plants)

Set up procedure:

1. One to two days before the start of Lesson 1: Obtain plants and divide them into sets of three (one set for every four or five students).

2. Using the marker and labels, label each plant in the set as 1, 2, or 3.

Closely Observing Notice/Wonder Graphic Organizer

Name: ____________________________Date: _____________
W.K.7

Are trees alive?

Draw a picture with labels or write words to show what you notice and wonder.

	Notice
	Wonder

	
	


What Researchers Do Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Create this anchor chart on chart paper. 

Researchers are curious about the world around them. To find out more about it, they ...

	Ask questions. 
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	Conduct experiments
	[image: image2.jpg]




	Gather information from texts
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	Closely observe
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	Record observations using drawings and labels
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	Seek out examples and find patterns in the world around them
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	Share and discuss ideas
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Sorting Protocol Anchor Chart

(Example, for Teacher Reference)

Note to Teachers: Create this anchor chart on chart paper.

	Sorting Protocol

	3. Label yourselves partner A and partner B.
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	4. Partner A chooses a picture and shares thinking using the sentence frame, “I think _______.”
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	5. Partner B responds to partner A using the sentence frame: “I agree because _______” or “I disagree because _______.”.
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	6. Together, decide where the picture should go and place the picture in a category.
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	7. Start again. Take turns. 
	


Sorting Note-catcher

Name: ____________________________Date: _____________

L.K.5a

Sort the pictures with your partner. Glue them to your note-catcher. Label each picture to explain how you sorted.

	Living
	Nonliving

	
	


Living and Nonliving Things Sorting Images

L.K.5a
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 3: Unit 1: Lesson 1


Speaking and Listening: Inquiring about Living and Nonliving Things
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