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Pond Success Stories Photo Cards

Directions: Create the Pond Success Stories photo cards. Sample cards are created for you below. Make at least one more card. Then make copies for every student to have a copy of one card; each triad should have three different cards.

Make additional cards of success stories using the following resources:

· http://www.savethefrogs.com/ponds/ponds.html (There are many success stories on this website.)

· https://animalsandart.wordpress.com/2014/06/16/
i-made-a-frog-pond/ (You can also find the story of a young girl who built a pond in her backyard. She documents the process and the success of the project at the above website.)
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	I live in South Africa, in the Eastern Cape. After finding your site and hearing for the first time that frogs are endangered, I built 2 very simple frog ponds in my yard. I added a cement slab and a brick for the frogs to rest upon. Many birds and snails are loving them. I have found one frog swimming in the pond and 3 hopping around the garden! I must admit that I get super excited when I see them! :) Thank you, for helping me to help them! And for all of your brilliant work at SAVE THE FROGS!

Adapted from: http://www.savethefrogs.com/ponds/ponds.html
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Lütge, Charlene. SavetheFrogs.com, n.d. Web. 11 Aug 2016.

	At Visitacion Valley Middle School in San Francisco, a class built a pond at their school. They wanted to create more habitat for Pacific chorus frogs.

Before construction of the pond, the students learned about the habitat needs and life cycle of the frogs. The students also created a drawing of a pond for the frogs, including all parts needed to create a healthy environment for the frogs.

On the day of the construction, all four classes completed the following activities:

· Cleared area

· Dug out pond

· Sawed wood

· Built retaining wall for sides of pond

· Constructed wood and wire screen cover for pond

· Laid down liner for pond

· Planted native plants on sides of pond
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· Filled the pond with water from a hose

· Added Amquil (a chemical to make the water safe for amphibians)

· Planted water plants

On January 19, 2011, the first frog eggs were found. The pond was a success!

Adapted from: http://www.savethefrogs.com/ponds/ponds.html


Visitacion Valley Middle School. SavetheFrogs.com, n.d. Web. 11 Aug 2016.

Performance Task

Name: 
 Date:


Problem: Frogs need habitats!

Solution: Build a frog habitat. 
Criteria for Success:

Design a frog pond (a habitat) that meets all of the needs of frogs at each stage of their life cycle. 

Constraints:

Take into consideration safety concerns for being in a schoolyard as well as size. Additional constraints for your local area could include: amount of time, money for materials, and available materials.

Steps:

· Create an explanatory model of your designed frog pond. Your model should include labels to explain how your pond meets the criteria for success.

· Make an argument that your pond meets the criteria for success and is a good solution.

Your Argument Should:

1. Make a claim about why your design meets the criteria for success

2. Provide evidence for the claim

3. Use scientific reasoning to justify your claim

4. Evaluate your evidence

Extension: Present your argument to your local school board, park and recreation board, or audience of neighbors.

Unit 2 Guiding Questions 

What are necessary parts of a frog habitat, and how do they interact to support the survival of frogs throughout their life cycle? How can we build that (in the schoolyard or in the community or a local park)?
Planning a Frog Pond Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)

	Planning a Frog Pond

	Problem: Frogs are losing habitats

Task: Build a frog pond that meets the needs of a frog at all stages of its life.

	Identify Needed Evidence: What do we need to know? What questions do we have?

Responses will vary. Be sure students identify components of the habitat.

Possibilities might include:
· Where frogs want to live

· What frogs like to sleep on

· The plants and other animals that share their habitat

· What frogs eat

· Do frogs eat the same thing at all parts of their life?

· Where frogs get their food

· Is pond water normal water?

· What should the pond be built out of?
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