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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 7

Understanding Ancient China:
Strong Reader Protocol 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe the society (government, economy, culture, social groups, and environment) of ancient China, particularly during the Tang and Song dynasties. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23, WHI.24)

Literacy

· Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over the course of the text. (CCSS RH.9–10.2)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Connect specific events in history to their larger context. (Informed by MA HSS CS.9–12.7 and C3 Framework D2.His.1.9–12)
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment 
Performance Task (end of Unit 3): Socratic Seminar

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can describe the environment and government of ancient Chinese society.
· I can use text features to help me understand the gist of a text.
	Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart 


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Correcting Medieval Societies Timeline (10 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Guided Practice: Describing the Environment of Ancient China (20 minutes)
B. Pair Work: Text Features and Gist (25 minutes)
3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Describing Chinese Government (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Prepare for Mid-Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).
	· Completed Medieval Societies Timeline (from Lesson 6; one to display)
· Exit Ticket: Medieval Societies Timeline (one per student; collected in Lesson 6 and returned here)
·  Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart (one per student and one to display)

· Maps of China (one per pair; see Teaching Notes)

· Describing the Environment of Ancient China (one per student and one to display)

· Ancient China (purchased; one per student)

· Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart (from Lesson 4)

· Dance Card partner recording sheet (from Lesson 6; one per student)
· Sticky notes (one per pair)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students use the Dance Card protocol. Continue to clearly state your expectations for this transition and for effective pair work and continue to offer feedback to students on how well they are meeting these expectations. 
· In Work Time A, students work with two maps of China: one that shows the approximate extent of the Chinese empire during the Tang dynasty, and a current physical map of China. Most history textbooks include this. In World History: Patterns of Interaction, you can find these maps on pages A 43 and A 20–21. An atlas would also work for the physical map. 
· In Work Time B, students receive a copy of Ancient China (a Kids Discover magazine), which they will continue to use for the remainder of Unit 1, including for homework assignments. Consider how to distribute and track these magazines. 
· Students use the Strong Reader protocol when reading Ancient China. In this lesson, there is a particular focus on understanding text features and using them to determine the gist of a text. Since students have done gist statements before, and because this is not a particularly complex text, Work Time B does not begin with teacher modeling. Rather, students first grapple with the task of generating a gist statement, and most of the instruction on this skill comes in the debrief. In the debrief, pairs of students share their work and the teacher identifies what is effective and helps the class synthesize these ideas to create one strong gist statement.
· In Lesson 8, students receive a Strong Reader note-catcher to hold their thinking as they continue to read Ancient China. 
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Review students’ Exit Ticket: Medieval Societies Timeline from Lesson 6 to plan Opening A. Considering correcting the exit ticket or using areas of strength and weakness to determine additional practice your students might benefit from. 
· Create a completed version of Exit Ticket: Medieval Societies Timeline to display during Opening A.
· Determine which atlas/map students will use in Work Time A.
· Plan instruction for Work Time B. Consider discussing this text with a colleague ahead of time and thinking carefully about how you, as an adult reader, use text features to determine gist.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	gist, elevation
	· Consider offering additional support to struggling readers by providing a read-aloud of the text during the first read in Work Time A.

· Consider giving struggling students additional supports (e.g., a list of definitions or a set of flash cards) to help them prepare for the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment. This additional support might also take the form of a special study session. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Correcting Medieval Societies Timeline (10 minutes)

· Display a completed Medieval Societies Timeline. Distribute students’ Exit Ticket: Medieval Societies Timeline from Lesson 6.

· Prompt them to notice what they got right and wrong and make any corrections.

· Offer brief reteaching to correct any widely held misunderstandings.
· Remind students that the next lesson is the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment and encourage them to use their Mid-Unit 1 Assessment Study Guide and Exit Ticket: Medieval Societies Timeline to prepare. 
· Briefly review the learning targets. Ask students: “Which of the societies on your timeline do you think we will be focusing on?” Explain that for the next 10 lessons, students will study ancient China. The questions they raised about a just society in the beginning of the module will continue to be important. For each society they study, they will consider what a person at the time thought about a just society, how context affected their thinking, and how those ideas mirror and differ from ideas we have today. Also, point out that they will continue to use the framework of five aspects to understand a society.


	Work Time

	A. Guided Practice: Describing the Environment of Ancient China (20 minutes)
· Display and distribute Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart. 
· Ask students: “How is this similar to and different from the Understanding a Society anchor chart?” Make sure they understand that they are using the same framework but applying it to ancient China. 
· Distribute and display the maps of China (one set per pair of students). First, show them a map that illustrates the extent of the Chinese empire in the Tang dynasty. Explain that the borders of the empire changed, but that ancient China centered on the same area that modern China occupies today.
· Next, direct them to a physical map of China. Tell students they are going to use this resource to complete one row from Understanding a Society: Ancient China and ask them to put their finger on the right row. When they have all done so, ask a student to explain how the information in the map connects to the environment. 
· Briefly review how to use the key to interpret the map (focus on elevation). 
· Distribute and display Describing the Environment of Ancient China and explain that students should use the map to figure out which statements are true. They should cross out false statements and copy true statements onto the Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart.
· Give students 10 minutes in pairs to complete this. Quickly debrief. Remind them that the physical environment shaped this society. For example, rivers facilitated trade, and there was denser population in low-lying areas because they were better for farming.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Pair Work: Text Features and Gist (25 minutes)

· Distribute a copy of Ancient China to each student and remind the class of expectations for how to care for this material. 
· Set a purpose for reading: This magazine is a broad overview of ancient China and will help students build their background knowledge about its society. Though there are many images, this isn’t really for children, as they will see in the vocabulary and content. 
· Direct students’ attention to the Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart. Tell them that they have used this protocol to read a single text and will use it now to read this magazine. As they noticed last time, strong readers often discuss a text with someone else as they read. Today, they will work with one of their Dance Card partners to closely read some of the magazine.

· Review with students your expectations for the transition to Dance Card appointments. After students used their Dance Card partners recording sheets to find their partners, ask them to show you with their thumbs how well they met expectations for the transition (thumbs up = excellent, thumb sideways = okay, thumb down = poorly). Call on several students to explain their rating. 
· Ask students to turn to pages 2–3 of Ancient China. Briefly review the purpose and process of a first read and ask students to do this either alone or with their partners. 

· Ask several pairs to share out about the topic and type of text this is. Make sure they say that it is an informational text whose purpose is to inform, not persuade.

· Next, tell students that today they will focus on how text features can help them find the gist and also on how to determine what vocabulary words mean in context. Ask them to put their fingers on the main title for pages 2–3. Then ask a student to read it out loud and another student to explain how the title might help a reader determine the gist of the page. Point out that this page has a title and then the main text in bigger type across the top of the two pages. Then it has captions that connect to specific images below. Define caption and ask students to put their fingers on the caption for the picture of the man, and then on the caption for the big image of the Great Wall of China.

· Ask a student to remind the class what happens in a second read. Ask another student to define gist. Stress that a gist statement isn’t long; it is just a brief statement about what a text or a section of a text is mostly about. Tell students that when they read complex texts, they will often determine the gist of one paragraph or section at a time. In this case, they should reread the main text at the top of the page, then read the captions, then try to generate a gist statement for pages 2–3. A useful analogy is that a gist statement is like an umbrella: A good gist statement is big enough to cover everything in that part of the text but not so big that it could hold a whole city or refer to anything ever written about ancient China.
· Distribute sticky notes and give students 5 minutes to work with their partners to generate a gist statement for pages 2–3. They should write the gist statement on their sticky note.

· Circulate to support students and notice pairs with strong gist statements. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Lead a short class debrief by calling on students with strong gist statements to share their work. Consider recording these on the board. Name the strengths of each and craft a class gist statement that says something like: “China is a very old civilization. It was ruled by dynasties and had many important accomplishments.” 
· Thank students for their work and assure them that they will continue to work with this magazine. Remind them of the feedback they gave on their last transition and ask them move back to their seats. When they have returned to their seats, again ask them to use their thumbs to evaluate how well their transition met expectations.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Describing Government in Ancient China (5 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention back to Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart.

· Ask them to add a statement about the government of ancient China and at least one vocabulary word to this chart.

· Remind them that in Lesson 8, they will take the Mid-Unit 1 Assessment.


	Homework

	· Prepare for Mid-Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).


Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart
	Name:

	Date:


	Aspect of society
	Significant facts 
	Vocabulary to know

	Government
	
	

	Economy
	
	

	Culture
	
	


Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart

	Aspect of society
	Significant facts 
	Vocabulary to know

	Social groups
	
	

	Environment
	
	


Describing the Environment of Ancient China
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the physical map of China to determine which of the following statements are true and which are false. Cross out false statements. Add true statements to Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart.
China is east of the Pacific Ocean.

China is west of the Pacific Ocean.

The eastern part of China is lower and flatter than the western part of China.

The southern part of China is lower and flatter than the northern part of China.

The major rivers in China run from the higher land in the west to the ocean in the east.

The major rivers in China run from the ocean in the west to the higher land in the east.

There is a mountain range in the southwest part of China called the Nan Ling Mountains.

There is a mountain range in the southwest part of China called the Himalayas.

The major country to the southwest of China is India.

The major country to the southwest of China is Mongolia.
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