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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 9

What Is a Just Society?  

Preparing for the Socratic Seminar



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content
· Analyze Wangari Maathai’s claim that a just society is sustainable.

· Describe Confucian teachings about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)

· Describe how Benazir Bhutto draws on Islamic teachings to make an argument about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.2)

· Draw on primary sources about the Black Death to evaluate the extent to which European society’s immediate responses to the catastrophe of the Black Death were just. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)

Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)

Disciplinary Thinking

· Identify and analyze a variety of perspectives relating to a particular issue or situation, in the past or the present. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.4.9–12, D2.His.5.9–12, D2.His.6.9–12, D2.Civ.10.9–12)

· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and between several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)
· Interpret the past within its own context, rather than through the lens of beliefs and knowledge today. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.8)


	Performance Task (End of Unit 3 Assessment): Socratic Seminar

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can synthesize my readings from the module to consider differing ideas about a just society. 
· I can build on that synthesis to extend my own thinking about a just society.
· I can discuss my ideas about a just society with my classmates. 
	Preparing for the Socratic Seminar


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Reviewing Contextual and Universal (10 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Individual Work Time: Preparing for the Socratic Seminar (30 minutes)

B. Small Group Discussion: Socratic Seminar Practice (15 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket (4 minutes)
B. Homework Introduction (1 minute)
4. Homework

Review notes in preparation for the Socratic Seminar.
	· Entry Task: Reviewing Contextual and Universal (one per student)
· My Beliefs about a Just Society (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 3)
· Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 5)
· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning (one per student; from Unit 1, Lesson 14)

· Voices of Social Justice: Benazir Bhutto (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 7)

· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 12)
· Socratic Seminar: Responding to Catastrophe (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 14)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 5)

· Preparing for the Socratic Seminar (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· By this time, students have spent many weeks learning about elements of a society, and particularly about the concept of a “just society.” Students began that study with a look at their own beliefs about a just society. They have read many texts, both primary and secondary sources, and they have explored the thinking of several key figures. In addition, they have considered broader questions about how changes in society have affected different groups, and about what a just response to societal catastrophe entails. Several documents have held their thinking: Voices of Social Justice note-catchers for Maathai, Confucius, and Bhutto; Socratic Seminar: Responding to Catastrophe; My Beliefs about a Just Society; and the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart. 
· In this lesson, students focus on two things: 1) working with all their notes to synthesize what they now know about the concept of “What is a just society? How has it changed, and how has it stayed the same?”; and 2) considering what they believe about a just society now. After the Socratic Seminar in Lesson 10, students write an extended paragraph in which they circle back to the thinking with which they began the module and write about what they now think—after weeks of learning and exploring—a just society looks like.
· The work in this lesson is devoted to preparing for the Socratic Seminar in Lesson 10. Students use the Preparing for the Socratic Seminar handout, as well as their notes from various note-catchers completed in previous lessons, to organize their thinking so that they are well prepared for the seminar. Consider in advance how to help students organize their notes so they are easily accessible.
· In Work Time A, students work individually. It is important that each student have the experience of successfully thinking through what he/she knows at this point, and to individually do some thinking about his/her current beliefs about a just society. The experience of successfully doing this kind of individual “deep thinking” is essential as students move toward becoming strong and thoughtful citizens. 
· In Work Time B, students participate in a small group discussion about their ideas from Work Time A. Sharing their ideas with a small group (three people) will give students practice discussing their ideas as well as an opportunity to talk through and clarify some of the ideas they worked with in the first part of the lesson. Posting directions for this discussion on the board will help students stay focused.
· The Socratic Seminar in Lesson 10 will be the most formal discussion students have participated in this year. To make this task—both its purpose and its processes—more clear and accessible, students use the Preparing for the Socratic Seminar handout. Consider reading this handout aloud with students before they begin working with it. Doing this will help students get a clear sense of both the purpose of the Socratic Seminar and the process they will follow to prepare. Connect this work with students’ earlier experiences with discussion protocols, especially with the fishbowl Socratic Seminar from Unit 2, Lesson 15 about responses to the Black Death.
· In advance:
· Determine groups for Work Time B.
· Post discussion directions on the board for Work Time B.
· Review Lesson 10 in order to better answer students’ questions in this lesson.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	contextual, universal, just, thoughtful

	· Some students may need additional support with getting a start on filling out the note-catcher. Consider providing them with a model of “evidence from my own thinking” and “evidence from someone we’ve studied.”
· During Work Time B, you may want to pull a group of students who need more support with oral processing of ideas to work with you.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Reviewing Contextual and Universal (10 minutes)

· Distribute Entry Task: Reviewing Contextual and Universal, and ask students to complete it individually or with a partner.
· The handout will remind students that they already know that contextual means “specific to a given set of circumstances at a certain time in history” and that universal means “applies to all or nearly all circumstances at all points in history.” 
· After 5 minutes, ask several students to share out. Clarify concepts as necessary. Understanding the ideas of contextual and universal is important to students’ being able to prepare for and participate successfully in the Socratic Seminar today and tomorrow. 
· Ask students to locate the following materials: 
· My Beliefs about a Just Society 

· Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai
· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning
· Voices of Social Justice: Benazir Bhutto
· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher
· Socratic Seminar: Responding to Catastrophe

· Ensure that students can see the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart.


	Work Time

	A. Individual Work Time: Preparing for the Socratic Seminar (30 minutes)

· Distribute Preparing for the Socratic Seminar.
· Ask students to follow along as you read aloud the handout. Answer any questions about the tasks, both for today’s preparation and tomorrow’s seminar.
· Point out that they just worked with the terms contextual and universal on the entry task, which will help them take notes for these two columns on the chart. Model as necessary. 

· Express confidence in students’ ability as strong and careful thinkers who now know a lot about the concept of a “just society” and how some people have viewed a just society over time. This opportunity to work independently with their knowledge and resources will help them pull together those ideas. 
· Emphasize that this preparation is not an assessment; rather, it is an opportunity to do some deeper learning about ideas with which they have been working intensively for weeks. Let them know they will have an opportunity to discuss in small groups during the second part of the lesson.

	B. Small Group Discussion: Socratic Seminar Practice (15 minutes)
· Refocus students whole class. Tell them that now they will have the opportunity to share their thinking with a small group. Explain that they will work in groups of three. Each person will share one or more additional quotes that they included on their charts. They should go around the group, and the student who is sharing should name the source he/she is focused on, read the quote he/she added to the chart, and explain what it means and how it connects to a just society. Then the group should have a brief discussion of that quote. 
· Invite students to move to their assigned groups of three and begin their discussions. 

· Circulate and assist as necessary. 
· Thank students for their engagement, and tell them how much you are looking forward to hearing their good ideas tomorrow!


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket (4 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the exit ticket at the bottom of the Preparing for the Socratic Seminar handout, and ask them to complete it individually.
· Share out as time permits. 


	Closing (continued)

	B. Homework Introduction (1 minute)

· Let students know that for homework, they should review their notes in preparation for the Socratic Seminar.


	Homework

	· Review notes in preparation for the Socratic Seminar.


Entry Task: Reviewing Contextual and Universal
	Name:

	Date:


Contextual and Universal: How We Can Think about a Just Society

Over the course of this module, we have been doing a lot of thinking about what makes a just society. We have noted that, as good historians, we must think about a “just society” in two ways—what we have called “contextually” and “universally.”

These are big ideas, so we’re going to work with them a bit here. First, let’s review some definitions.

Contextual: specific to a given set of circumstances at a certain time in history
Universal: applies to all or nearly all circumstances at all points in history
As an example, let’s think about something we have not studied: public education for girls in rural America. Here’s a possible scenario.

A small village in a New England state in 1790 has just opened a public school. The village elders are proud of the fact that the school will be open to all its boys, so that they can learn to read, write, and compute. They strongly encourage all of the village families to send their sons to the new school. They will also allow girls to attend, but they know that girls are needed at home to take care of the home and younger siblings, so they are not putting as much effort into encouraging the girls to come.

	How can we see this through the lens of a “just society”?

	Contextual

Why people at the time would have seen this as “just,” though we might not today
	Universal

How we can see some ideas of a “just society” here that are still at work today

	
	

	
	


Preparing for the Socratic Seminar

	Name:

	Date:


“The arc of the moral universe is long, but it bends toward justice.”

—Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
We human beings are born to be makers of meaning. Ever since we began living together in groups, we have found ourselves asking key questions—about survival, of course, but also about how to live well.

One of the key questions we have always asked is, “How shall we live together? How will we make sure we get along?” And finally, we continue to ask, “How shall we treat each other fairly? What will a just society look like?”

Over the centuries, even the millennia, societies have worked to answer those questions. You have been part of that search. You have just been immersed in a study of how some societies, at different times in human history and in different places on the earth, have grappled with that question—“What is a just society? How have our ideas of it changed, and how have they stayed the same?”

You began your study by thinking about what justice might mean, what justice might and might not look like. Over the weeks, you examined the ideas of some of the world’s important thinkers, some “Voices of Justice,” whose lives and work pushed them to think about a just society. You have explored how different the concept of “justice” has looked at different times and in different contexts, and also some of the universal elements of the concept of justice.

Today, you have the opportunity to synthesize what you have studied over the past weeks. You and your classmates will prepare for a Socratic Seminar on the very question you have been reading and discussing: “What makes a just society?” Armed with the deep base of knowledge you have acquired, you will raise questions and explore and share ideas with one another about the nature of a society that is just—and perhaps one that is not. 

By the end of your seminar tomorrow, you may not have fully answered that question (after all, people have been thinking about it for thousands of years!)—but you will almost certainly have a far richer understanding than you had eight short weeks ago.

What Is a Socratic Seminar?

Socrates was a philosopher in ancient Greece. He believed that the human ability to ask good questions, to listen in good faith to the ideas of others, to pose more questions, was the secret to understanding and wisdom. Such a “search for understanding,” Socrates believed, was not easy, but it was incredibly valuable—and necessary for a society to work well.

The Socratic Seminar, then, is a coming together of concerned people to discuss an idea of importance. In a Socratic Seminar, people consider a big question—such as “What is a just society?” They prepare what they know, they assemble good notes, and then they come together for a reasoned, thoughtful discussion. 
The Process of Preparing

All those good notes you have been taking, as well as the texts your read and the films you watched, are your tools. The chart below is designed to help you think back on what you know (and to encourage you to revisit your notes and texts). The notes you make here will be your tools in the Socratic Seminar in which you and your classmates will participate tomorrow.

For each source, two quotes have been provided. Select one of the provided quotes and fill out the chart for it. Then find another quote on your own and complete the chart for it.

	Ancient China, The Great Learning
	What is the role of the ruler in a just society?

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	“From the Son of Heaven to the common person/for all alike/refining the person is the root.”

“What you detest in your superior/do not employ upon your subordinates.”
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Working notes during seminar




	Medieval Italy, Boccaccio, Decameron 

Note: The other quote can come from a different source about the Black Death. 
	What is a just response to a societal catastrophe?

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	“Others decided that the best remedy for the pestilence was to avoid it: … taking care for themselves only, men and women in great numbers left the city, their houses, relations, and effects and fled into the country.”
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Working notes during seminar




	Modern Pakistan, Benazir Bhutto 
	How might religion shape beliefs about a just society?

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	“[Islam] shuns race, colour, and gender as a basis of distinction amongst fellowmen. It enshrines piety as the sole criteria for judging humankind.” 
“We have learned that democracy alone is not enough.… Empowerment is not only a right to have political freedom. Empowerment is the right to be independent; to be educated; to have choices in life.”
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Working notes during seminar




	Modern Kenya, Wangari Maathai
	What is the role of sustainability in a just society?

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	“I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered, or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.”
“Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy, and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.”
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Quote
	Meaning of quote
	What this quote suggests about a just society

	
	
	

	How is this a contextual view of a just society?
	How is this a universal view of a just society?
	How important is this characteristic of a just society to me?

	
	
	

	Working notes during seminar
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