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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 5

Wangari Maathai’s Beliefs about a Just Society:

Evaluating Textual Evidence 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze Wangari Maathai’s claim that a just society is sustainable. 
Disciplinary Thinking

· Identify and analyze a variety of perspectives relating to a particular issue or situation, in the past or the present. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.4.9–12, D2.His.5.9–12, D2.His.6.9–12, D2.Civ.10.9–12)

· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and between several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)

Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment
Performance Task (end of Unit 3): Socratic Seminar

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can reread and analyze a text in order to write a strong answer to a third-read question.

· I can explain how Wangari Maathai described a just society and support my thinking with evidence from the text.
	Entry Task: Third-Read Questions

Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Third-Read Questions (10 minutes)
B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)
2. Work Time
A. Guided Practice: Identifying Strong Evidence (25 minutes)

B. Discussion: Back-to-Back, Face-to-Face (15 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Reflecting on Maathai’s Beliefs (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Based on your work today with Maathai’s ideas, what do you want to add or change on your My Beliefs about a Just Society chart?
	· Entry Task: Third-Read Questions (one per student)
· Wangari Maathai’s Nobel Prize lecture (From Lesson 4, one per student and one to display)
· Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart (begun in Lesson 4)
· Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai (one per student and one to display)
· Evidence cards (one set per pair)

· Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face protocol (one to display; see Appendix)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (new; co-constructed with students during Work Time B)

· Norms for Discussion anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)

· My Beliefs about a Just Society (one per student; collected in Lesson 4 and returned here)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students continue their close reading of Wangari Maathai’s Noble Prize lecture by considering third-read questions. These questions focus on analyzing and synthesizing. In this way, they are not simply comprehension questions, but rather they are meant to push students to consider the text more deeply. As in Lesson 4, the goal is not to get students to mastery on these types of questions, but to familiarize them with the Strong Reader protocol, which they will continue to use. 
· Students use the Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai handout to hold their thinking about her beliefs. They will need to reference both the text and this handout again in preparation for the performance task. Consider where students should keep this paper so that they can reliably locate it, or whether collecting and holding it for them makes more sense. 
· In this lesson, students help to co-create the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart during Work Time B. Every time students read a new “voice of social justice,” they will consider which of the ideas are universal and will add them to this anchor chart. The chart will help students prepare for the performance task. 
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Prepare Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart.
· Review the Back-to-Back, Face-to-Face protocol and consider what your students will need to be successful.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	sustainable
	· Some students may need additional support with vocabulary in the quotes. Consider providing them with more definitions.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Third-Read Questions (10 minutes)

· Distribute Entry Task: Third-Read Questions and ask students to take out the Wangari Maathai Nobel Prize lecture, which should be annotated to show their second read.

· Give students 3 minutes to complete the first question on the entry task sheet.

· Debrief this, making sure students notice that strong answers to these types of questions meet the following criteria: They are mostly in their own words, involve rereading and drawing from the right part of a text, require synthesis and thinking, and reflect a clear understanding of the text (which the second read should help facilitate).   Remind students that this is the third read on the Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart.  Direct them to write these criteria down in the appropriate space on their entry tasks.  
· Ask students to answer Question 3 on the entry task handout. Consider whether students would benefit from answering the questions with a partner. As students work, circulate. Call on several pairs with strong answers to share, and point out how their answers meet the criteria above. Assure students that they will continue to practice answering these kinds of questions.

· Congratulate students on the work they did for homework and take any clarifying questions about the text, especially about words whose meanings they couldn’t determine from context.

	B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)

· Briefly review the learning targets. Point out that in the Opening, they already addressed one target. They will continue to work closely with textual evidence today and will also have the opportunity to consider how Maathai’s ideas compare with their own ideas about a just society.


	Work Time

	A. Guided Practice: Identifying Strong Evidence (25 minutes)

· Distribute Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai. Remind students that Maathai is the first of several “voices of social justice” they will encounter in this module and that discussing how other people think about a just society is a good way to develop their own beliefs and understand which beliefs are universal and shared across time and place. 
· Remind students of their work in earlier lessons about how identity and context shape people’s views. Guide them in completing the top row of Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai. Consider drawing on the explanation you provided in Work Time B in Lesson 4 to do this. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Next, explain that today students will work to more deeply understand one of Maathai’s central beliefs: that a just society is sustainable. Write this on the board and define sustainable (able to continue without damaging the environment). Examples: Sustainable fishing means not catching too many fish, so the overall population doesn’t go down; sustainable farming means farming in such a way that you don’t hurt the soil or water. Tell students that they will evaluate evidence in Maathai’s lecture to determine how she supports her claim that a just society is sustainable. 

· Distribute evidence cards to each pair of students. Explain that two of these quotes include strong evidence, and two of them contain weaker evidence. Give pairs time to determine which two are strong evidence and which are not. 
· Lead a class debrief, and then ask students to add the examples of strong evidence to the left-hand column in the middle of the chart on the Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai handout. (1. I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations. 2. Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy, and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.)
· Ask students to complete the middle column on their own (they will work more with paraphrasing in a later lesson). Then guide them to complete the final column with the sentence stem: “Sustainability is a key aspect of what makes a society just because …” Consider the needs of your students and do this as a whole class as necessary. They are likely to need support in connecting sustainability specifically to the idea of a just society. Their answer to this question might be something like this: 
· “A just society takes the needs of all its members into account.”
· “When a society uses its resources sustainably, it makes laws that make sure people in the present day benefit from those resources, and it also looks ahead to future generations.”
· “In this way, the society that is sustainable is behaving justly, because it is looking out for the needs of all its members.”

	B. Discussion: Back-to-Back and Face to Face (15 minutes)

· Thank students for their analysis of Maathai’s ideas and tell them that now they are going to explore to what extent those ideas are universal and how those ideas connect to their own. Briefly review the Back-to-Back and Face-to-Face protocol. Remind students that although they will not take notes during the protocol, they will do individual writing about the last row on the chart when they return to their seats. They should bring their copy of Maathai’s speech with them.
· Use the Back-to-Back, Face-to-Face protocol to have students discuss these questions:

· Which of Maathai’s ideas about a just society did you find yourself connecting with most strongly? Why?

· Which of Maathai’s ideas did you disagree with or have a question about?

· Which of Maathai’s ideas about a just society would you say is universal? What makes it universal?

· If Maathai lived in Springfield, what local issues might she be interested in? Why?


	Work Time (continued)

	· After the question about “universal ideas about a just society,” ask several pairs to share out. Use their ideas to begin the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart.

· Offer specific praise for strong partner conversation. Refer to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Reflecting on Maathai’s Beliefs (5 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the final row of the Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai chart. 
· Ask them to complete it. 
· Return My Beliefs about a Just Society to students.


	Homework

	· Based on your work today with Maathai’s ideas, what do you want to add or change on your My Beliefs about a Just Society chart?


Entry Task: Third-Read Questions
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Below is a third-read question for Paragraphs 9–13 of Maathai’s Nobel Prize lecture. Circle the best answer for it and explain why you chose this answer.
1. Why does Maathai focus on the needs of women in explaining the origins of the Green Belt movement?

	Answer A
	Answer B
	Answer C

	Because Maathai’s movement was responding to needs identified by rural women, namely lack of firewood, clean drinking water, balanced diets, shelter, and income.


	The Green Belt movement is based on the belief that environmental protection and quality of life for women in Africa are deeply connected. Since women often gather resources for their families, they quickly become aware of environmental damage. 
	Maathai focuses on the needs of women because she is a woman, too. She says, “I am especially mindful of women and the girl child.”


2. A strong answer to a third-read question:

3. What evidence does Maathai offer that the work of the Green Belt movement empowers women?

Voices of Social Justice: Wangari Maathai 

	Name:

	Date:


Source: 
	Important facts about the context and identity of the source

	

	Beliefs about a just society

	Quote
	What the quote means
	Sustainability is a key aspect of a just society because …

	
	
	

	
	
	

	How do these ideas connect to, extend, or challenge your own thinking about a just society?

	


Evidence Cards

Directions for teacher: Please copy this and cut the cards up so that each pair of students gets one set of four cards. 
	I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered, or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.


	Also, tree planting is simple, attainable, and guarantees quick, successful results within a reasonable amount of time.

	As I was growing up, I witnessed forests being cleared and replaced by commercial plantations, which destroyed local biodiversity and the capacity of the forests to conserve water.


	Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy, and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.


	I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered, or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.


	Also, tree planting is simple, attainable, and guarantees quick, successful results within a reasonable amount of time.

	As I was growing up, I witnessed forests being cleared and replaced by commercial plantations, which destroyed local biodiversity and the capacity of the forests to conserve water.


	Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy, and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.


	I came to understand that when the environment is destroyed, plundered, or mismanaged, we undermine our quality of life and that of future generations.


	Also, tree planting is simple, attainable, and guarantees quick, successful results within a reasonable amount of time.

	As I was growing up, I witnessed forests being cleared and replaced by commercial plantations, which destroyed local biodiversity and the capacity of the forests to conserve water.

	Recognizing that sustainable development, democracy, and peace are indivisible is an idea whose time has come.
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