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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 14

The Great Learning:
Confucian Ideas about a Just Society 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe Confucian teachings about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.)
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL 9–10.1)
Disciplinary Thinking
· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and among several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)
· Interpret the past within its own context, rather than through the lens of beliefs and knowledge today. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.8)
	Performance Task (in Unit 3): Socratic Seminar
End of Unit 1 Assessment

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can closely read a primary source document to understand Confucian ideas about a just society.
	Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Anticipation Guide (10 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Guided Practice: First and Second Read of The Great Learning (25 minutes)

B. Pair Work: Third Read of The Great Learning (20 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Revisit Anticipation Guide (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).
	· Entry Task: Anticipation Guide (one per student and one to display)
· Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)
· Excerpts from The Great Learning (one per student and one to display; see Teaching Notes)

· Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart (begun in Lesson 10)

· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning (one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students read a primary source from ancient China. The Great Learning was a text originally attributed to Confucius, but it was edited, formatted, and commented on by a great scholar of the Song dynasty, Zhu Xi. Reading this text can help students understand the Confucian teachings that were so important in shaping the culture of ancient China. This is a long text. Students read a brief excerpt in a particularly accessible translation. A direct link to the excerpt is below. 
· Citation: Confucius. The Great Learning Ed. Zhu Xi. Trans. Robert Eno. University of Indiana, 2015. Web. 25 June 2015. <http://www.indiana.edu/~p374/Daxue-excerpt.pdf>. (Excerpt created by the translator for EL. Used with permission.)
· Suggestions for use: The translator of this text has included an excerpt just for this course, which can be found at the link above. 
· Reading this source allows students to return to the question of how historians evaluate sources, first introduced in Lesson 10. It also provides a chance to return to the question of what makes a just society, with which students began the unit. This is the second time students will analyze a “voice of social justice.” Recall the first time they did this with Wangari Maathai’s speech in Lessons 5 and 6. This time, they will encounter a voice from ancient China. As students read this text, encourage them to understand it in the context in which it was written; everything they know about the society of ancient China should help them interpret this text. Although they will compare this text to their own beliefs in Lesson 15, they first need to understand it on its own terms. In particular, students may be tempted to apply their own ideas of democracy to this text. It will be important to help them recognize that this text was written by a philosopher who valued order and harmony, but who fundamentally supported the idea of a single ruler. This text is one that students will use in their performance task, a Socratic Seminar about what characterizes a just society and how ideas of a just society have changed and stayed the same.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Notice that students use the Strong Reader protocol again, but they hold their thinking by annotating the text. The choice to have the Strong Reader protocol vary in format is deliberate. Students need to understand that it is a flexible tool, not a worksheet to complete. 

· Work Time A is very important. Make sure all students have successfully made basic meaning of the text before continuing to Work Time B.

· Since the text is quite dense and abstract, this lesson includes some important scaffolding to help students analyze its big ideas. Using an anticipation guide such as the one in the entry task is an effective way to help them start thinking about a text without summarizing it for them. 

· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Prepare the excerpts from The Great Learning. Post them on the board or add to the document definitions of these words: virtue, refine, filiality, dao, carpenter’s square. 
· Plan how to model a second read in Work Time A. 


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	source, context, virtue, ordered, aligned, refined, perfect, filiality, elders, dao, carpenter’s square, detest, employ
	· This text includes challenging vocabulary. Some students may need you to provide definitions of additional terms.

· Consider working directly with a small group of struggling readers during Work Time B.

· Consider releasing stronger readers to complete the first and second reads more independently.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Anticipation Guide (10 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: Anticipation Guide and ask students to independently complete all but the “after reading” column.
· Call on students to share out. Consider asking for a show of hands, and then call on one or two students who raised their hands to explain their choice.

· Direct students’ attention to the learning target and read it aloud. Point out that today they will return to the guiding question about a just society and remind them of the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart. Express your interest in hearing their continued thinking on the question of what makes a just society and remind them that reading and discussing this text is helping them prepare for the performance task.


	Work Time

	A. Guided Practice: First and Second Read of The Great Learning (25 minutes)

· Distribute Excerpts from The Great Learning. 
· Direct students’ attention to the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart. Remind them that in their first read, they are just getting oriented to the text. 

· Read the text aloud as students follow along. 
· Use the Think-Pair-Share protocol to discuss the source and context questions listed on the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart under First Read. Distribute Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning, write a summary of the discussion of source and context on the board, and invite students to complete the notes on the source and context. Notice that after a first read, students won’t have answers to all of these questions. For now, they are noticing what they are sure of and questions that they’ll want to return to later, after they’ve read the source more carefully. Make sure students have noticed that this is a primary source and that although it dates from the 200s BC, it was an important text during the time they have been studying. Scholars preparing for the civil service exam would have read this text, among others.
· Tell students that now they will do a second read of this text. Explain that in doing a second read of a dense text such as this, it’s useful to go through it slowly, circling unfamiliar or new words, underlining important details, and making gist notes in the margins. Model how you might do this with the first verse (In ancient times … straightening out affairs.) As you model, show how you annotate your text. Make sure to discuss the meaning of the words virtue, ordered, aligned, refined, and perfect. The gist statement you model might be something like: “Long ago, people who wanted to make the world better began by ordering their own minds and lives, and then moved on to ordering their households and states.”
· Invite students to work with a partner to do a second read of the next stanza (“Only after one’s affairs have been … world set at peace.”). Debrief, making sure students have noticed that this stanza is the inverse of the first stanza: It says the same thing, but in the opposite order. 
· Invite students to work with a partner to do a second read of the third stanza (“From the Son of Heaven … never yet been so”) and the fourth stanza (“When the ruler treats the elderly … dao of the carpenter’s square.”). Debrief. In particular, you may wish to discuss these words: filiality, elders, dao, carpenter’s square, detest, and employ.
· Congratulate students on their strong work with this challenging text.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Pair Work: Third Read of The Great Learning (20 minutes)
· Invite students to copy the following sentence stem on the back of their Excerpts from The Great Learning: Confucius thinks that in a just society … 

· Point out that this is the third read of the text and students are now asking themselves what the perspective of the author is. 
· Ask students to complete this sentence.

· Use the Idea Shop protocol to have students share their ideas with two other students, so that when they are done, every student has three ideas.

· Debrief. Ask students: “How did his context shape his ideas about a just society?” Listen for (and if necessary, ask focused questions to help them notice): “Since there was an emperor, Confucius thinks that one important feature of a just society is that the emperor act wisely.” They might also notice that in a society with set social classes, the idea of everyone doing their own role well is important. 
· Prompt students to add at least one idea from the debrief to the notes on the back of their Excerpts from The Great Learning.

· Thank students for their strong work with this text and assure them they will return to it in the next lesson.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Revisit Anticipation Guide (5 minutes)
· Invite students to take out their Entry Task: Anticipation Guide.

· Ask them to complete the “after reading” column.

· Invite several students to share out. Revisit the conversation from Work Time B about how context shapes beliefs. Help students to understand this text on its own terms, not only through the lens of present-day values. 


	Homework

	· Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).


Entry Task: Anticipation Guide
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Today you will read an section of a text called The Great Learning.  This text was written by Confucius, the philosopher whose teachings form the basis of Confucianism. This text was edited, adapted, and commented on by the great Song dynasty scholar Zhu Xi. 
Use the chart below to record your predictions about what The Great Learning will say about a just society.

	Belief about a just society
	Before reading
	After reading

	
	Do I agree with this? 
	Will the author of The Great Learning agree with this?
	Does the author of The Great Learning agree with this?

	For a just society, everyone must be treated equally.
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree

	For a just society, everyone must attend to his own duties and responsibilities well.
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree

	For a just society, people should treat others as they wish to be treated.
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree

	A just society depends on the common people acting correctly.
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree
	Agree   Neutral   Disagree


Voices of Social Justice: 
The Great Learning

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use this chart to hold your thinking about the excerpts from The Great Learning.

	Important facts about the context and identity of the source

	

	Beliefs about a just society

	Quote
	What the quote means
	What this quote suggests about a just society

(refer to aspects)

	“From the Son of Heaven to the common person/for all alike/refining the person is the root.”
	
	

	“What you detest in your superior/do not employ upon your subordinates.”
	
	

	
	
	

	How do these ideas connect to, extend, or challenge your own thinking about a just society?
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