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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 10

The Silk Road: 

Evaluating Sources and Analyzing Effects 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe the society (government, economy, culture, social groups, and environment) of ancient China, particularly during the Tang and Song dynasties. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23, WHI.24)

· Analyze how the Silk Road affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.24)

Disciplinary Thinking
· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)

Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)
	End of Unit 1 Assessment 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can evaluate primary and secondary sources about the Silk Road.

· I can analyze how the Silk Road affected Chinese society.
	“The Silk Road” Strong Reader note-catcher
The Silk Road: Sources


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Ancient China Timeline (10 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Primary and Secondary Sources (10 minutes)
B. Stations: The Silk Road (20 minutes)
C. Debrief: Effects of the Silk Road (15 minutes)
3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Adding to Ancient China Chart (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Complete Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China.
	· Entry Task: Ancient China Timeline (one per student and one to display)

· Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart (new; teacher-created; see supporting materials)

·  The Silk Road: Sources (one per student and one to display)

· Norms for Discussion anchor chart (from Lesson 1)

· Materials for stations (see Teaching Notes; note that displaying some of these on laptops is recommended)

· “The Silk Road: East Meets West” (from Lesson 9; one per student)
· The Silk Road Cause and Effect cards (one set per pair)
· The Silk Road: Mapping Cause and Effect (one per student and one to display)
· Understanding a Society: Ancient China note-catcher (from Lesson 7; one per student)
· Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· This lesson focuses on the Silk Road, but its main purpose is to give students the opportunity to work with two aspects of historical thinking: evaluating sources (in particular, noticing the difference between primary and secondary sources) and applying cause and effect thinking to historical events. They will need both of these skills as the module continues. 
· Decide when to collect “The Silk Road” Strong Reader note-catcher and “The Silk Road: East Meets West” article (with annotations), which students completed for homework. They need access to the article for Work Time B. This assignment should give you good formative data about how well students can use the Strong Reader protocol independently. As you review the assignment, consider how to use this data to more effectively differentiate in upcoming reading lessons.

· In Work Time A, the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart is introduced. Note that there is space to add student thinking after their debrief. The purpose of today’s lesson is to introduce the idea of evaluating sources. Students will not reach mastery in one lesson, nor is the purpose for them to gather a lot of information about the Silk Road. The Silk Road is primarily a vehicle through which to teach the idea of sourcing. The ideas on the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart will guide work with sources throughout the remainder of the module and the year. 


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In this lesson, students move to three stations to evaluate various primary and secondary sources related to the Silk Road. There are three different stations, and you will need enough copies of the materials at each station so that each triad has access to one copy of the material. The easiest way to do this is to put all Station 1 materials in one part of the room, all Station 2 materials in another part of the room, etc. Consider how you will assign students to groups of three and organize the station work so that transitions are efficient and students remain focused. 

· Consider using these sources for stations. In many cases, the easiest option is to display a source on a laptop computer.

· Station 1: Map of the Silk Road. Possible sources: 

· Citation: Neelis, Jason. Silk Road Trade Routes. The Silk Road Virtual Art Exhibit. University of Washington, n.d. Web. 8 June 2015. <http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/trade/trade.html>. 
· Citation: V., Des Forges Roger, and John S. Major. “Asian Trade Routes.” The Asian World: 600–1500. Oxford: Oxford UP, 2005. 56. Print.
· Station 2: Dunhuang Caves. See page in supporting materials for this lesson that includes an explanation and directs students to the site below.

Citation: Waugh, Daniel C. Dunhuang and the Mogao Caves. The Silk Road Virtual Art Exhibit. University of Washington, n.d. Web. 8 June 2015. <http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/religion/buddhism/dunhuang/dunhuangindex.html>.

· Station 3: Excerpts from Marco Polo
Citation: “Excerpts from the Book of Marco Polo.” Asia for Educators. Columbia University, n.d. Web. 9 June 2015. <http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/ps/china/polo_short.pdf>.
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Plan how to organize stations: Assign students to groups of three; decide where to locate stations and how students will move through them; gather and organize materials for stations.
· Create Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart. 
· Prepare The Silk Road Cause and Effect card packets (one packet per pair).


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	source, primary source, secondary source, evaluate
	· The optional oral practice during Work Time B would be particularly helpful for ELL students. Consider using sentence stems and adding time to do this.
· In Work Time B, consider working directly with a small group of students who struggled with the Cause and Effect exit ticket in Lesson 9.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Ancient China Timeline (10 minutes)
· Display and distribute Entry Task: Ancient China Timeline. 
· Ask students to use their timeline skills to complete this individually.
· Display the correct answers. 
· Lead a short discussion about the timeline, pointing out that in the next seven lessons, students will learn about two things that changed ancient Chinese society: the Silk Road and the civil service exam system. Understanding how societies change is connected to thinking about a just society, because for societies to become more just, they have to change. Considering whether a change led to a more or less just society is also a way to evaluate changes. 
· Tell students that today they will focus on the Silk Road, which is less connected to the idea of justice. Ask them when the Silk Road began. When they point out several places that the Silk Road appears on the timeline, explain that many changes that take place in history are not about one event but develop over time, like the Silk Road and the civil service exam system. The article they read for homework explains this. 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Primary and Secondary Sources (10 minutes) 
· Define source: a place from which we get information (text, image, video, etc.).
· Ask students to turn and talk: “If you wanted to find out what it was like to live in Springfield 50 years ago, what sources might you use?”
· As students share ideas, collect them on the board.
· Explain that historians use primary sources and secondary sources. Direct their attention to the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart, which includes definitions of primary and secondary source. 
· Ask students to sort the ideas they generated into these two categories. 
· Tell them that today they will work more with these ideas, and they should consider why historians use both types of sources and how they compare. Explain that historians don’t just read sources; they evaluate them to think about what their point of view is, how relevant they are, and how they relate to other sources.

	B. Stations: The Silk Road (20 minutes)

· Tell students that today they will explore a variety of sources related to the Silk Road. Display and distribute The Silk Road: Sources. Explain that they will rotate from station to station in groups of three. At each station, they will examine a source. Use the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart to connect the process of evaluating a source to the Strong Reader protocol: The lower part of the anchor chart outlines the types of questions historians ask during each read when they evaluate sources. Assure students that they will not be expected to master this in one day; today is just to become familiar with the process. Note that today they are really focused on thinking about sources, not gathering information about the Silk Road. Point out that there are multiple copies of each source at the station; each group should get one source and sit down together to read it. Set specific expectations for their work in small groups, referring to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. At the end of work time, you will call on a person in each group to share, but you are not going to tell them ahead of time who this will be, so they all need to be ready. Also set specific expectations for how and when students move from station to station. 
· Direct students to move calmly with their groups to their stations and get started. After 5 minutes, signal that groups should move to the next station. Brisk pacing will help them stay focused on this work. Circulate to assist and provide feedback.
· Refocus students whole class. Lead a short debrief. After reviewing the source at each station, lead a brief discussion of these questions:
· Why do historians use primary sources? What kind of information do they provide?

· Why do historians use secondary sources? What kind of information do they provide?
· Why do historians use multiple sources? 
· Consider adding ideas to the Historians Evaluate Sources anchor chart. 


	Work Time (continued)

	C. Debrief: Effects of the Silk Road (15 minutes)
· Tell students that they have applied one tool that historians use: They have evaluated sources. Now they will apply what they learned from “The Silk Road: East Meets West” and the sources today to evaluate the effects of an event on a society (something else historians do).
· Distribute The Silk Road Cause and Effect cards, one per pair. Ask students to work in pairs to put the cards where they belong on The Silk Road: Mapping Cause and Effect. 
· Briefly review correct answers, asking students to explain how they identified something as a cause or an effect. At this point, you may also wish to introduce the idea of longer-term effects by asking students which of the effects of the Silk Road took longer to happen and was longer-lasting. They should notice that China becoming a Buddhist country didn’t happen right away but was an important long-term effect of the Silk Road. Explain that historians focus on both immediate and long-term causes and effects.
· If time permits, allow students to orally practice explaining cause and effect. They can “tell the story” from the cards once they are in place, using phrases such as “because,” “this led to,” and “as a result.”


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Adding to Ancient China chart (5 minutes)
· Ask students to get out their Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart and add at least two ideas to the chart from their work today.


	Homework

	· Complete Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China.


Entry Task: Ancient China Timeline
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Enter the following events correctly on the timeline below.
Han dynasty, 207 BC–220 AD

Tang dynasty, 618 AD–906 AD

Song dynasty, 960 AD–1279 AD

138 BC 



Zhang Qian travels into Central Asia, and the knowledge he brings back begins the Silk Road.
600 AD 


Civil service exam system begins

600–800 AD

High point for travel along the Silk Road

1271 AD 


Marco Polo travels from Italy to China and back along the Silk Road.
1000 AD 


Civil service exam system expanded
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Historians Evaluate Sources Anchor Chart
(For Teacher Reference)
Historians Evaluate Sources
Primary source: a document or object created at the same time as the event that is being studied; the person who created it has firsthand knowledge of the event.
Primary sources are useful because …
Primary sources are limited because … 
Secondary source: a text that was created after the event, usually with the purpose of explaining the event for people in a different time; it often interprets and analyzes the primary sources associated with that event.
Secondary sources are useful because …
Secondary sources are limited because …
Historians use multiple sources because … 

During their FIRST READ, historians ask questions.
Source

· Who wrote or created this document?

· When?

· Why might this person have written or created this document?
· Is this document likely to have a particular point of view? If so, what?
Context

· Where was this document created?

· Given the time and place, to which historical events might it relate?

· How might this affect the content of the document?

During their SECOND READ, historians make meaning of the text. 
During their THIRD READ, historians evaluate the source.

· What is the perspective of this text? What shows that? 
· What are the strengths and limitations of this source?

· How does this source compare with other sources on the same topic?

Source for Station 2

Explanation

The town of Dunhuang, in central China, was an important stop on the Silk Road. In about 1900, a Buddhist monk discovered a cave near the town. It had been sealed for 900 years and included many artifacts, paintings, and documents. The oldest artifacts were from 400 AD, the newest from about 1000 AD 
Susan Whitfield explains what was inside the cave: “Although a great number of the finds are Buddhist texts, the documents cover all aspects of life and death. They include school exercises, lists of medicines for various complaints, letters discussing the weather, prayers to end illness, accounts of local land disputes, circulars calling together the members of women's clubs, almanacs giving lucky and unlucky days, military orders, wills, and even contracts for borrowing a donkey, a cooking pot, and money.” (Whitfield, Susan. “A Secret Cave.” Calliope Feb. 2002: n. pag. Print.) 

Now explore these caves! 
Go to Dunhuang and the Mogao Caves at this Web site: 
URL: http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/religion/buddhism/dunhuang/dunhuangindex.html 

(Waugh, Daniel C. Dunhuang and the Mogao Caves. The Silk Road Virtual Art Exhibit. University of Washington, n.d. Web. 8 June 2015. <http://depts.washington.edu/silkroad/exhibit/religion/buddhism/dunhuang/dunhuangindex.html>.)
Click on the thumbnails at the left to see pictures of the caves and some of the artifacts found there.

The Silk Road: Sources

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Complete the chart as you move from station to station. Please note that for today, you will focus on identifying and evaluating sources. 
	Station
	Source
	Identify the source

· Who created this source? Where and when?

· Is it a primary or secondary source? How can you tell?
	Learn from the source

What did you learn from this source about the Silk Road?
	Evaluate the source

· Why would historians find this source useful?

· What are the limitations of this source?

	1
	Map of the Silk Road
	
	
	

	2
	Documents and artifacts from the caves at Dunhuang
	
	
	

	3
	Excerpts from the Book of Marco Polo
	
	
	


Silk Road Cause and Effect Cards
Directions for teacher: Cut these up and give one set of cards to each pair of students. Each pair will have eight cards.
	The Silk Road developed. It was a network of overland routes that connected China to India, the Middle East, and Europe.

	Buddhism, a religion, came to China along the Silk Road.

	Zhang brought back information about trade routes to India and the West.


	Diseases spread from China to Europe along the Silk Road.

	Chinese emperors began to develop trade routes to the West.

	Buddhism became the official religion of China in the 600s AD.

	Selling silk via Silk Road trade routes brought wealth to China.
	Emperor Wu-Ti sent Zhang Qian to the lands west of China in search of military allies.

	


	The Silk Road developed. It was a network of overland routes that connected China to India, the Middle East, and Europe.

	Buddhism, a religion, came to China along the Silk Road.

	Zhang brought back information about trade routes to India and the West.


	Diseases spread from China to Europe along the Silk Road.

	Chinese emperors began to develop trade routes to the West.

	Buddhism became the official religion of China in the 600s AD.

	Selling silk via Silk Road trade routes brought wealth to China.
	Emperor Wu-Ti sent Zhang Qian to the lands west of China in search of military allies.

	


The Silk Road: Mapping Cause and Effect 

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Place each card on the correct box (cause) or circle (effect). The first one has been done for you.
















Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: To answer the questions below about cause and effect, you will need to reread certain pages (indicated) in your Ancient China magazine. Answer in complete sentences, using the vocabulary of cause and effect. 
1. (page 13) What was one effect of the development of the printing press?

2. (page 14) Why was the Grand Canal built? What were the effects of the Grand Canal?

3. (page 15) What was the cause of Admiral Zheng He’s voyages of exploration in the 1400s? 
4. (page 15) How did Marco Polo’s trip affect European society?
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The Silk Road developed. It was a network of overland routes that connected China to India, the Middle East, and Europe.
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