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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 9

Feudalism in Medieval Europe: 
Building Background Knowledge Protocol, Day 1



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe the society of the Middle Ages in Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Literacy

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. (CCSS SL.9–10.2)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Connect specific events in history to their larger context. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.7; C3 Framework D2.His.1.9–12)
	End of Unit 2 Assessment
Formal Writing Assessment (in Unit 3): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can explain the advantages and disadvantages of feudalism for different social groups in medieval Europe.

· I can collaborate with my classmates to build understanding of a topic. 
	Building Background Knowledge posters 
Middle Ages Strong Reader note-catcher


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Notice/Wonder (5 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. BBK Protocol: Discuss Mystery Object and Activate Background Knowledge (20 minutes)
B. BBK Protocol: Common Text (30 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Checking In on Homework (5 minutes)
4. Homework

Read Middle Ages and complete the Middle Ages Strong Reader note-catcher (due in Lesson 11).
	· Entry Task: Notice/Wonder (one per student)
· Four images from the “Golf Book” (one each to display; see Teaching Notes)

· Chart paper (one paper per four students)

· Markers (one set of four colors for each group of students)

· Feudal Europe note-catcher (one per student)

· “The Dark Ages … How Dark Were They Really?” (video; see Teaching Notes)

· Middle Ages (one per student; from Lesson 8)
· Middle Ages Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student; from Lesson 8)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson and the following lesson, students use the Building Background Knowledge protocol to collaboratively construct an understanding of life during feudalism in Europe. Later in the unit, they learn about the effects of the Black Death. This protocol helps them understand life in Europe before the Black Death arrived. The Building Background Knowledge protocol is particularly useful in introducing a new topic because it fosters curiosity and harnesses social interactions to build understanding. 
· The Building Background Knowledge protocol uses three sources: “The Golf Book” and “The Dark Ages…How Dark Were They Really?” (from this lesson) and “Middle Ages” (from Lesson 10).
· Mystery Object: Four images from the “Golf Book.” 

· Citation: “The Golf Book.” In “Peasants and Their Role in Rural Life.” Middle Ages. British Museum. N.d. Web. 25 June 2015. <http://www.bl.uk/the-middle-ages/articles/peasants-and-their-role-in-rural-life>.
· Suggestions for use: To find the images, go to the link listed above, scroll partway down the page, and click on “Golf Book.” You will be able to scroll through four images. Show students all of them.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Common Text: “The Dark Ages … How Dark Were They Really?: Crash Course World History #14.” Online video.

· Citation: “The Dark Ages … How Dark Were They Really?: Crash Course World History #14.” Online video. Crash Course. YouTube, 26 Apr. 2012. Web. 15 June 2015. <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QV7CanyzhZg>
· Suggestions for use: Display the video. Play the first 3–4 minutes (the part about feudalism) more than once; though the rest isn’t directly about feudalism, it is worth showing because it helps students understand the relationship between the Middle Ages in Europe and the two societies they studied earlier in the module. 

· Note: This curriculum uses Crash Course videos several times—they are an excellent resource. You can tell your students that John Green, the presenter, is the author of The Fault in Our Stars. 
· Expert Texts: Annenberg Learner Interactives Web site about the Middle Ages.

· Citation: “Middle Ages.” Annenberg Learner Interactives. Web. 25 June 2015. <http://www.learner.org/interactives/middleages/>.

· Suggestions for use: Ideally, each student will have his/her own computer. However, you could pair students who have the same expert topic on a computer. If you cannot get computers for all of your students, consider assigning students to particular pages in the Middle Ages magazine as their expert text.
· In advance:
· Arrange students in groups of four (some groups of three are okay).
· Watch the Crash Course video and consider where to pause for discussion.
· Review the Building Background Knowledge protocol (see Appendix).
· Post learning targets (but cover them up until the end of Work Time A).


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	Middle Ages, medieval, feudal, feudalism, vassal, lord, peasant
	· Consider how to organize students in groups so they will be successful with the Building Background Knowledge protocol. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Notice/Wonder (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Notice/Wonder.
· Display the four images from the “Golf Book,” pausing after each to allow students to record their responses. Stress that this is a mystery object and you are not answering any questions. 


	Work Time

	A. BBK Protocol: Discuss Mystery Object and Activate Background Knowledge (20 minutes)
· Arrange students in groups of four. 

· Distribute chart paper and markers.

· Demonstrate how they should set up their flip chart (use the boxing method shown on the protocol). 
· In the center box, they should do Step 5 from the Building Background Knowledge protocol: Discuss what they know about the topic of the mystery object (the “Golf Book” pictures) and record their current and collective understanding, using just one color of marker.

· After students have had a chance to work, refocus whole class and explain the focus of this lesson and the next: They will be learning about life in feudal Europe and considering the advantages and disadvantages of feudalism for different groups in society. 
· Distribute the Feudal Europe note-catcher. Point out the guiding question, and review the purpose and process of the Building Background Knowledge protocol. Emphasize that students will work collaboratively, but at the end they are each accountable for answering the focusing question.

	B. BBK Protocol: Common Text (30 minutes)

· Display “The Dark Ages … How Dark Were They Really?”  video.

· Prompt students to take notes on the Feudal Europe note-catcher; consider pausing the video and asking questions to support their understanding, particularly in the section on feudalism.

· After the video is over, direct students to work in their groups to add what they have learned about the topic to the middle (neither center nor outside) box on their flip chart. Remind them to use the guiding question to make sure that what they are adding is relevant: The information about China and Islam, while useful context, isn’t really relevant to this question. Note: This is Step 7 on the BBK protocol.


	Closing

	A. Checking In on Homework (5 minutes) 
· Check in on how the Middle Ages reading assignment is going. Consider asking students to share questions that have emerged, interesting facts, etc.

· Emphasize that the Middle Ages Strong Reader note-catcher is due at the beginning of Lesson 11. You may wish to connect this type of longer-term reading assignment to expectations in college.


	Homework

	· Read Middle Ages and complete the Middle Ages Strong Reader note-catcher (due in Lesson 11).


Entry Task: Notice/Wonder
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Look at the images displayed on the screen. Use this chart to record what you notice and wonder.

	I notice
	I wonder

	
	


Feudal Europe Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use this note-catcher to record what you learn.

Guiding question: What were the advantages and disadvantages of feudalism for different social groups in medieval Europe?
	Common Text: “The Dark Ages … How Dark Were They Really?” video

	Reminder: You’ll need to watch minutes 1:30–4:00 a couple of times. 

1. Why were wars smaller during the Middle Ages in Europe?

2. What was feudalism?

· How did the political/government part of feudalism work?

· Feudalism was also an economic system. Explain why.

3. What were some advantages of feudalism?

4. What were some disadvantages of feudalism?




Feudal Europe Note-catcher

	Expert Text: Middle Ages, Annenberg Learner Interactives.

	1. Go to this Web site: “Middle Ages.” Annenberg Learner Interactives. Web. 25 June 2015. <http://www.learner.org/interactives/middleages/>.
2. Click on “Enter.”

3. Explore the page you have been assigned. Take notes so you can share what you learn with your group.

Feudal Life



Town Life




Religion



Synthesis: Use what you have learned to complete the following graphic.
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Medieval plowing with oxen (from a 14th century manuscript).  From Myers, Philip Van Ness (1905) [1885] "Growth of Nations" in Mediaeval and Modern History (Revised edition ed.), Boston, New York, Chicago & London: Ginn & Company, p. 218. <https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0d/Medievalplowingwoodcut.jpg>
	
[image: image2.png]



Image from the ‘Golf Book.  1540. British Library.  <http://www.bl.uk/the-middle-ages/articles/peasants-and-their-role-in-rural-life>
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Museum Meermanno | Huis van het Boek &National Library of the Netherlands, The Hague. Source:manuscripts.kb.nl
<http://manuscripts.kb.nl/zoom/BYVANCKB%3Amimi_mmw_10b23%3A019r_min>
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Monk copyist woodcut.  From Myers, Philip Van Ness (1905) Mediaeval and Modern History.  <https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Monkcopyistwoodcut.jpg>

	I am a peasant.

My role in feudal Europe is to … 

One advantage of feudalism for me is that …
One disadvantage of feudalism for me is that … 
	I am a lord. 
My role in feudal Europe is to … 

One advantage of feudalism for me is that …
One disadvantage of feudalism for me is that … 
	I am a mason who lives in a town.
My role in feudal Europe is to … 

One advantage of feudalism for me is that …
One disadvantage of feudalism for me is that … 
	I am a monk.

My role in feudal Europe is to … 
One advantage of feudalism for me is that …
One disadvantage of feudalism for me is that …  
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