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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 17

The Effects of the Black Death:

Gathering and Analyzing Evidence, Day 1



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)

Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
· Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. (CCSS RH.9–10.7)
· Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in several primary and secondary sources. (CCSS RH.9–10.9)
· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, MACS.8–12.6, MACS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	Formal Writing Assessment (in Unit 3):  Black Death essay

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can evaluate primary and secondary sources to analyze the effects of the Black Death on European society.
	Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher
Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Reviewing Reading (15 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Reading the Model Essay (15 minutes)

B. Partner Work: Gathering Evidence (25 minutes)
3. Closing 
A. Previewing the Reading (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

Read pages 114–121 (starting with “A Weaker Church”) from Chapter 7 of The Black Death and complete the Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher.
	· Excerpt from The Black Death (one per student; from Lesson 13)

· Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student; from Lesson 13)

· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student and one to display)

· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (one per student and one to display; from Lesson 11)

· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (answers, for teacher reference)

· Sample Evidence (one per student and one to display)
· Excerpt from Froissart’s Chronicles (from Lesson 13; one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson and the next, students gather evidence for the essay they will write in Unit 3 about how the Black Death affected Europe. 
· It is strongly recommended that you “test drive” this essay yourself (i.e., that you look at the sources and notes students will have, plan the essay, and then actually write it up yourself). This will provide you with a great deal of guidance in how you might support students. The focusing question is in this lesson, and more materials are in Unit 3 lessons.

· The distinction between immediate consequences and long-term effects of the Black Death is important: Return to this in Work Times A and B with examples as necessary to make sure students understand.

· Even though students do not begin writing their essays until Unit 3, they read the model essay in this lesson. The model essay has the same type of focusing questions and an identical structure to the essay they will write, but it is on a different—although familiar—topic: the effects of the spread of Islam. Students read the model essay before they begin to gather evidence because they will do better work when they have a clear understanding of how they will be using the evidence they are gathering.

· Continue to stress that evidence is information and ideas that students find in a text, while analysis is the thinking they do themselves about that information. They should put evidence into their own words as they gather it, as this will ensure that they really understand it.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In advance:
· Decide how to review the reading in the Opening and, if necessary, create a completed version of the Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher to display.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	
	· You may wish to encourage strong students to read the rest of the “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” article and add evidence from that to their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart. The first two sections were assigned in Lessons 11 and 12, but the remainder of the article includes more information about how the Black Death affected Europe.
· Consider working directly with a small group of struggling readers in Work Time B.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Reviewing Reading (15 minutes)
· Ask students to take out the reading and note-catchers they did for homework: Excerpt from The Black Death and Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher.
· Either post correct answers and invite students to correct their work, or ask students to circle any words or questions they’d like to review.

· Review selected words and questions as necessary. 
· Review the learning targets, and explain the connection between the work in this lesson and the next one and the formal writing task they will complete in Unit 3. 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Reading the Model Essay (15 minutes)
· Display the focusing question for the essay students will write in Unit 3: “How did the Black Death affect European society?”
· Remind them of their work with these types of questions before: In Unit 1, they analyzed how the civil service exam affected Chinese society; earlier in Unit 2, they analyzed how the spread of Islam affected society. This is the same type of question. 
· Remind students of the difference between short-term and longer-term effects. A short-term effect of the Black Death was that lots of people died; a longer-term effect was that wages went up. Their work will focus on longer-term effects, not immediate consequences.

· Explain to students that they are going to use a model essay to help them write a strong essay about the Black Death. 
· Display and distribute Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.”
· Read the essay out loud while students follow along, reading silently.

· Pair-share: What do you notice and wonder about this essay?

· Assure students that, later, they will spend more time on structure. For now, you want them to notice what kind of evidence it includes, because today they’ll be gathering evidence. Direct students’ attention to Paragraph 3. Ask them to put a finger on a piece of evidence. Hear from several students, making sure to ask how they knew this was evidence and which aspect of society it connects to. Repeat for Paragraph 4. Continue to emphasize the difference between immediate consequences and longer-term effects.

	B. Partner Work: Gathering Evidence (25 minutes)

· Display and ask students to take out their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart.
· Display and distribute Sample Evidence. Direct students to work with their partners to identify which two pieces of evidence are strong pieces of evidence, and which aspect of society they are related to.

· Debrief.

· Ask students: “Which aspects of society will you be able to gather evidence for, based on the reading you have done so far?” Listen for: economy, culture, government.
· Direct students to work with a Dance Card partner to gather more evidence, using both the Excerpt from Froissart’s Chronicles and the sections from Chapter 7 of The Black Death that they have already read. Point out that the questions on their strong reader note-catcher will help them.
· Circulate to assist and to notice who has particularly strong evidence. Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (answers, for teacher reference) may be useful to you.


	Work Time (continued)

	· Debrief for the last 5 minutes, making sure to call on some of the pairs with strong work.
· Thank students for their hard work and tell them they will continue with this task in Lesson 18.


	Closing

	A. Previewing the Reading (5 minutes)

· Explain to students that much of their reading for homework deals with religion.

· Read the first paragraph of “A Weaker Church” from Chapter 7 of The Black Death out loud.

· Ask students to pair-share: “What do you think this text will say about how the Black Death affected the church?” 
· Review homework: Students will finish the chapter and the Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher.


	Homework

	· Read pages 114–121 (starting with “A Weaker Church”) from Chapter 7 of The Black Death and complete the Chapter 7 Strong Reader note-catcher.


Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam”

Focus question: How did the spread of Islam affect society in the Middle East?

	Model Essay
	Main Ideas

	     In 610 A.D. on the Arabian Peninsula, a merchant named Mohammad returned from a period of meditation in the caves outside the city of Mecca and reported that he had been visited by an angel from God. He said that the angel had commanded him to “Recite the word of God,” and had shared what would be the first of many revelations with him. These revelations, which Mohammad did recite and share with others, eventually became the basis of Islam, a monotheistic religion that spread through the Middle East, Africa, and parts of Europe with remarkable speed. The spread of Islam transformed not only the society of the Arabian Peninsula, but many other societies in the Mediterranean region and beyond. 

	

	     Islam began in what is now Saudi Arabia, in the important trading center of Mecca. After Mohammad received his revelations, he began teaching and spreading the word of God. At first, the beliefs of Islam were transmitted orally; later, the messages of Mohammad were written down, and this text was called the Koran, which means “recitation.” The central belief in Islam is that there is only one God, and that people must submit themselves to God’s will. Observant Muslims follow the Five Pillars of Islam: the declaration of faith, prayer, fasting during Ramadan, giving to the needy, and pilgrimage. Muslims believe that their God is the same God as that of Judaism and Christianity; they believe that Mohammad is the most accurate and most important communicator of God’s message. Islam, like Christianity, is a religion of conversion and it spread very quickly. By the time Mohammad died, Islam was the major religion on the Arabian Peninsula; 100 years later, an Islamic empire stretched from India to Spain, including much of North Africa and the Middle East. The spread of Islam had important impacts on culture, social groups, and the economy. 


	

	     Religion is an important part of the culture of a society, and Islam represented a very significant shift in religious belief and practice. Before Islam, most people in the Middle East and North Africa had been polytheistic, worshipping many gods. In fact, Mecca was an important trading center in large part because it housed the Kaaba, a shrine that included a sacred black rock as well as statues of many gods. Before Islam, most people who lived in Mecca worshipped many different gods, each with a different role, many of them tied specifically to their clan. In contrast, Islam taught that there was only one God, Allah, and that Muslims were to submit to his will. The declaration of faith in Islam clearly articulates this belief. As part of their daily prayers, Muslims say, “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His Servant and Messenger.” (Abeer) Not only did one God have power over all domains, but all clans worshipped the same God. In contrast to worshipping statues that represented gods, Muslims believed that Allah did not take a form that humans could comprehend. They decorated their mosques with verses from the Koran and patterns rather than trying to represent God. One of the most famous mosques in the world, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, shows this clearly: It is beautifully decorated with patterned tiles and calligraphy, but has no images at all either inside or outside the building. The spread of Islam fundamentally changed religion, because it not only changed whom people worshipped, but provided a very different understanding of God.


	

	     The emergence of a common belief in one God, not linked to clan, also transformed social groups. Before the rise of Islam, people defined themselves as members of clans. Clans often fought with each other in the continual battle for scarce resources in the desert landscape. After the arrival of Islam, the culture stressed the unity and equality of all believers. Anyone who became a Muslim was an equal with other Muslims in the eyes of God, part of the same community. This marked a distinct change from the clan-based polytheistic religions, which had emphasized divisions within society rather than unity. Islam also introduced explicit teachings around caring for the needy: Muslims are required to give zakat (giving part of their income to charity) in order to help care for the needy, such as orphans and widows. The practice of zakat emphasizes the worth of all believers: “[I]t reminds Muslims that their possessions are a gift from Allah meant to help all people, not just themselves.” (Abeer) Islam also specifically addressed the role of women. In tribal society, women had no political or legal rights. Although the Koran did not give equality to women, it did give them the right to own property, and to divorce. By recognizing women as independent legal entities, it gave greater rights to women than they had previously enjoyed. While not eliminating inequality, Islam in its original form changed social groups because it stressed unity and gave individuals, including women, rights and respect that they had not previously enjoyed.

	

	     The spread of Islam also had a big effect on the economy. Before Islam, the area that would be the Islamic empire comprised several different, and often warring, empires. Although there was some trade between these regions, the lack of a common culture and language impeded trade, as did the frequent conflicts and lack of infrastructure. After the arrival of Islam, the areas that came under Muslim control were united into an empire ruled by a caliph. The newly unified political realm joined and connected regions in Europe, Africa, and Asia. The relative peace and infrastructure projects of the Islamic empire made travel and trade much easier. Additionally, the common culture and language that defined the empire facilitated trade. As Islam spread, so too did its language: Arabic. Muslims believe that the Koran should be read in Arabic, the language that Mohammad spoke. As a result, they placed a high value on speaking, reading, and writing Arabic. A common language, and the rise in literacy rates, facilitated trade and learning. One specific innovation was the development of a system of writing checks. Being able to take a note from one place and get money for it in another place is a fundamental tool for long-distance trade, and the trust and common language fostered by the spread of Islam made this possible. The unified political structure and shared beliefs and language brought about by the spread of Islam profoundly affected the economy of a huge region.

	

	     The effects of Islam on multiple aspects of society show that ideas can have great power. We know that war can change the world, and technology can have vast and far-reaching effects. It may seem strange to think that an idea, something that resides in the human mind and cannot even be seen or touched, can have such power. Yet it seems clear that, at least in the case of Islam, an idea can change the world. Islam began as a single idea, taught by a single person, in a single place. The spread of that idea greatly affected the culture, social groups, and economy of the Middle East and indeed much of the Mediterranean world. Islam’s teachings about the unity of God changed how people thought about and practiced their religion. These new religious beliefs changed how people thought about the value of different individuals and groups in society. As the unity of believers preached by Islam took political form, it led to a unified empire. This empire, bound by a common language and belief system, made increased long-distance trade possible, which brought great prosperity. A single idea created a new political and economic reality and transformed culture and social groups. As a result, it changed the lives of everyone living in that society.
Works Cited

Allam, Abeer. “Understanding Islam its birth and ascent. (World History).” Junior Scholastic 29 Nov. 2002: 10+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.

Belt, Don. “The World of Islam: A Fifth of Humankind Follows Islam, the Fastest Growing and Perhaps Most Misunderstood Religion on Earth.” National Geographic Jan. 2002: 76+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
Islam: Empire of Faith. Dir. Robert Gardner. PBS, 2005. DVD.
“Islam.” World Religions Reference Library. Ed. Julie L. Carnagie, et al. Vol. 2: Almanac. Detroit: UXL, 2007. 291-321. World History in Context. Web. 14 Apr. 2015. 

	


Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)

Note: This chart is intended to show some of the evidence about the effects of the Black Death that students may have added to their charts. Students’ charts will, of course, have the “before” and “analysis” sections also. 
	Aspect of Society

(add specific terms here)
	Evidence about the Effects of the Black Death
(Descriptions of these aspects)
	Analysis

Why were the effects of the Black Death important?

	
	Society before the Black Death 
	Society after the Black Death
	

	Government
	
	King Edward tried to freeze worker wages to “pre-plague” levels; peasants rebelled.
Example: Wat Tyler in Wat’s Rebellion in England, 1381

Local governments started taking responsibility for keeping streets clean (London).
Local health boards started keeping records; they were able to quarantine against illness (Italy).
	

	Economy
	
	The labor shortage caused wages to go up: For example, a typical plowman in England who had earned 2 shillings per year in 1347 earned 10 shillings in 1351.
Because lords were in desperate need of workers, peasants were able to move from manor to manor, looking for the situation that offered the best wages. 
Because of labor shortage, businesses became more flexible; had to innovate and try new ideas (Dutch fishers, loggers, printing press).
Women moved into some craft guilds.
	

	Culture
	
	Religion: 

· Suspicious of church authority, angry at those who fled 
· Many old priests died; new priests not always qualified and often demanded hug salaries
· Angry at church for indulgences; saw it as corrupt 

· May have eventually led to Protestant Reformation 

Education:

· Universities needed to hire secular people because priests had died 
· Hired secular people who could not speak Latin, spoke vernacular
· Medicine hired new teachers with new ideas (old ones had died) – Wrote in vernacular since could not speak Latin; medical texts more accessible
	

	Social groups
	
	More people moved from the countryside to cities in search of work.
Women went to work (shops, breweries, metalworking); they gained more personal power with more income.
Workers overall became more mobile, instead of being tied to a particular plot of land for life.
A yeoman class began; these people now were able to own land. 
	

	Environment
	
	Farms converted to pasture for sheep (not enough farmworkers available). 
	


Sample Evidence
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Evaluate the four statements below. Remember that strong evidence is:

· About long-term effects

· In your own words (unless you use quotes)

· Relevant


Which two statements below would be strong pieces of evidence to add to your How the Black Death Affected European Society chart? Circle them.


Which aspect of society would they fit into? Write it next to the evidence.

All over Europe, millions of people died during the Black Death of 1348–1349.

The labor shortage caused wages to go up: For example, a typical plowman in England who had earned 2 shillings per year in 1347 earned 10 shillings in 1351.

Because lords were in desperate need of workers, peasants were able to move from manor to manor, looking for the situation that offered the best wages. This was a change from feudalism, where serfs were not allowed to leave the manor on which they lived.

In northern Italy, peasants refused to work on farms unless the landlords gave them a percentage of the crop. Peasants’ incomes rose, while the incomes of the upper classes shrank, bringing the two groups closer together.
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