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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 12

The Black Death:
How It Spread and How People Responded



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe what happened when the Black Death came to Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)

· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
· Integrate quantitative or technical analysis (e.g., charts, research data) with qualitative analysis in print or digital text. (CCSS RH.9–10.7)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)

· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Connect specific events in history to their larger context. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.7; C3 Framework D2.His.1.9–12)
· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, MACS.8-12.6, MACS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 2 Assessment
Formal Writing Assessment (in Unit 3): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can explain how the plague spread in Europe.
· I can evaluate responses to the Black Death.
· I can interpret quantitative data and analysis in a text.
	Responses to the Black Death note-catcher


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Making Predictions (5 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. First and Second Read: Section 2 of “Mysterious Disease” Article (30 minutes)
B. Partner Work: Responses to the Black Death (15 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Debrief (10 minutes)  
4. Homework

Complete Tweeting the Black Death.
	· Entry Task: Making Predictions (one per student)
· “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” article (one per student; from Lesson 11)

· Map of the spread of the plague (one to display; see Teaching Notes)

· The Black Death (three copies to display)
· Responses to the Black Death note-catcher (one to display and one per student)
· Tweeting the Black Death (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students continue to work with the article they began reading in Lesson 11: “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses.” Both because this article is complex, and in order to vary routine, students do not complete a strong reader note-catcher. Instead, the first and second read are done orally, and students go back into the text during the third read to find evidence about how people responded to the Black Death. This evidence will be important in the practice seminar in Lesson 15.

· In their study of the Black Death, rather than analyzing a single “voice of social justice,” students consider the question of what constitutes a just response to societal catastrophe. Beginning in this lesson, and continuing through Lessons 13 and 14, students learn about the progress of and immediate responses to the Black Death. The Responses to the Black Death note-catcher that they begin in this lesson will hold their thinking. This note-catcher is about immediate consequences and responses, not long-term effects. Make this distinction clear to students. The note-catcher has a column for “what happened” as well as for “responses”—because to evaluate the responses, students need a clear understanding of the almost unimaginable scope of the disaster.
· Consider supporting students’ engagement with and comprehension of The Black Death with some visuals.

· A map of the spread of the plague through Europe (there is a good one in The Black Death, page 7, or you may wish to find an image you can project on a screen)

· Pictures of people with the plague (put sticky notes in several copies of The Black Death at pages 26, 28, 39, 45, and 52)


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In this lesson, students work more with the skill of interpreting quantitative data and analysis that is included in The Black Death. This will be a focus on some of the work with the Black Death and will be assessed on the End of Unit 2 Assessment. A number of the suggested reading questions focus on how/why the author uses data in the text. Students get used to answering two questions: “What does this mean (in my own words)?” and “What claim is this data providing evidence for?”

· In advance:
· Prepare map of the spread of the plague to display during Work Time A.
· Put sticky notes in three copies of The Black Death to pass around during Work Time A.
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	quantitative, qualitative
	· Consider working directly with a small group of students who need more support in Work Time B.

· Continue focusing struggling readers on a smaller portion of the text (one or two paragraphs) in Work Time B.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Making Predictions (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Making Predictions, and ask students to work on it independently. 
· Lead a brief share. 
· Review the learning targets. 


	Work Time

	A. First and Second Read: Section 2 of “Mysterious Disease” Article (30 minutes)

· Congratulate students on their work with the “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” article in Lesson 11. Tell them that today, as they continue to read, they will learn how the people of Europe responded to the catastrophe of the Black Death. 
· Ask students to take out the “How a Mysterious Disease Laid Low Europe’s Masses” article and a pen or pencil. 
· Invite them to do a first read of Section 2 on their own, underlining important ideas about how people responded to the plague and circling words they do not know. Assure them that they will not understand everything, and that’s okay. Tackling complex text independently will build their reading ability and their stamina.
· Then, read aloud Section 2 as the second read. At the start of the section, ask students what Section 2 is mostly about. Stop frequently for turn and talks, as in Lesson 11. Encourage students to keep annotating the text. In order to maintain engagement, students could move to sit with different Dance Card partners several times during this time. Possible vocabulary and questions to discuss are listed below:
· Consider beginning by showing a map of the spread of the plague throughout Europe.

· After Paragraph 13: Why does the author use “seem” and “less than reliable”? How does plague travel from rats to people?

· Consider passing around The Black Death with markers at pages 26, 28, 39, 45 and 52 to show images of people with the plague. 
· After Paragraph 14: pustule, subcutaneous, neurological, rictus; Describe what happens to someone who is affected by the plague. What are the symptoms?

· After Paragraph 19: cordoned, strain, physical and spiritual fabric, forsaken; How did the towns of Messina and Catania respond to the arrival of plague victims in their towns? How do the quotes from Boccaccio and the stories of the becchini show how the plague disrupted the “social fabric” of the community?
· After Paragraph 22: multitude, negligent, debauchery, moderation; Why does the author include the details about urine and latrines? Paragraph 22 shows two opposite responses to the plague: What were they?

· After Paragraph 27: last rites, draconian, mortality; How did governments in Italian cities respond to the plague? Did it work?
· Explain that authors of history books often use quantitative data to tell the story. Define quantitative and qualitative. Ask students to reread Paragraphs 26 and 27 and underline any quantitative data or analysis they see. Explain how you interpret this type of information: First, you paraphrase it to make sure you understand it, and then you ask yourself what idea this evidence helps explain or prove. Then think aloud with the first two sentences of Paragraph 26. Finally, ask students to turn and talk about the last sentence of Paragraph 26 and the last sentence of Paragraph 27.
· Congratulate students on their good work with this complex text. Acknowledge that the class as a whole will not be reading the rest; consider what specific directions you wish to give students about where to keep it, as they will keep referring to it.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Partner Work: Responses to the Black Death (15 minutes) 

· Display and distribute the Responses to the Black Death note-catcher.

· Model how to fill it out.

· Give students time to work with a partner to add to this chart.


	Closing

	A. Debrief (10 minutes)  
· Lead a class debrief on the Responses to the Black Death note-catcher. Scribe answers and prompt students to add to their note-catchers. For each of the questions below, make sure students keep the context of the Black Death in mind; the goal is to consider how living in the midst of catastrophe affects judgments about what is just.
· Discussion questions:

· “To what extent were your predictions from the entry task correct?”
· “What just responses did you see?”
· “What unjust responses did you see?”
· “What responses surprised you? Which ones didn’t?”
· “Would our society respond in the same ways, or differently?”
· Explain that the homework will allow them to consolidate their understanding of these questions. Briefly review. You may need to model some tweets.


	Homework

	· Complete Tweeting the Black Death.


Entry Task: Making Predictions
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Complete this individually.
The Black Death swept through Europe in the late 1340s, killing a large proportion of the population. It was a catastrophe. How do you think people and society responded to this catastrophe? Put a check in the box that describes your prediction for each statement.
	
	This probably did happen
	This might have happened        
	This probably didn’t happen

	People responded by doing everything they could to help those who got sick.
	
	
	

	People continued on with their lives as usual, hoping the disease would pass.
	
	
	

	People acted just to save themselves, even if it meant letting other people die.
	
	
	

	People were willing to let some people die if it increased the chances that other people might live.
	
	
	


Responses to the Black Death Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use evidence from the text to complete this chart.
	What happened in Europe?

Describe the spread of the Black Death.
	How did people respond, either individually or as a society?

	
	


Responses to the Black Death Note-catcher

	What happened in Europe?

Describe the spread of the Black Death.
	How did people respond, either individually or as a society?

	
	


Tweeting the Black Death

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Imagine that you are living in Italy in 1347–1348. Write a series of 10–15 tweets that you might have sent out over that time. Together, these tweets should show what was happening and how people were responding to the plague.
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