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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 11

The Civil Service Exam System:
Reading to Understand Cause and Effect 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze how the civil service examination system affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)
· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8-12.6, CS.8–12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 1 Assessment 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can closely read an article to determine how the civil service examination system affected ancient China.
	“Exam Time” Strong Reader note-catcher


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Tests in Our Society (5 minutes)
B. Review Homework (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Independent Practice: First and Second Reads of “Exam Time” (20 minutes)

B. Guided Practice: Analyzing Cause and Effect in “Exam Time” (20 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket (5 minutes)
4. Homework

Read “The Song Confucian Revival” and complete the first- and second-read questions on the “Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher.
	· Entry Task: Tests in Our Society (one per student)

· Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China (from Lesson 10; one per student)

· Ancient China (from Lesson 7; one per student)
·  “Exam Time” article (one per student; see Teaching Notes)

· “Exam Time” Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student and one to display)
· Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart (from Lesson 4)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (begun in Lesson 5)
· “The Song Confucian Revival” article (one per student; see Teaching Notes)
· “The Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student)



	Teaching Notes

	· This is the first in a series of four lessons in which students analyze how the civil service examination system affected Chinese society. This topic blends a discussion of how societies change with a discussion of a just society. Consider how to frame this investigation to help students connect it to their work from Lessons 1–5.

· The lesson begins with an entry task designed to engage students’ interest in the question of how a merit-based exam system for government jobs affects a society. Students do a close read of an article about the civil service examination system. They complete the first and second reads independently; the third read focuses on analyzing cause and effect and is more supported, as students are new to this type of work. Reviewing homework in the Opening will help indicate how much support students may need in analyzing cause and effect in “Exam Time.” 
· This lesson uses the article “Exam Time,” which is available through the Gale database and through other online databases. Teachers and students who have authorized access to this resource may print out a copy for classroom use. We encourage you to always abide by the terms and conditions of the service or platform in making use of copyrighted material.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Citation: Nagel-Angermann, Monique. “Exam Time.” Calliope Feb. 2012: 24+. General OneFile. Web. 13 May 2015.
Gale document number: GALE|A286825285.
· Suggestions for use: Students closely read this article. When you access the article, consider how you might format it to best support students (e.g., consider double-spacing the text, indenting paragraphs, setting generous margins, and using at least 12-point type).
· For homework, students read “The Song Confucian Revival” from Asia for Educators, an online resource from Columbia University. 
· Citation: “The Song Confucian Revival.” Asia for Educators. Columbia University, n.d. Web. May 2015. <http://afe.easia.columbia.edu/song/sch/exam.htm>.
· Suggestions for use: Students read this article for homework and complete the accompanying note-catcher. When you access this article, consider how you might format it to best support students (e.g., consider removing supplemental links, double-spacing the text, indenting paragraphs, setting generous margins, and using at least 12-point type).

· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Prepare “Exam Time” for students.
· Complete the “Exam Time” Strong Reader note-catcher in order to better support students as they work.
· Prepare “The Song Confucian Revival” for students.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	provincial, imperial bureaucracy, administration, elite aristocratic family, attained, promoted
	· During Work Time A, consider providing a read-aloud and vocabulary support to struggling readers.

· The homework reading includes some challenging vocabulary. Consider providing a list of some definitions to struggling readers and also consider chunking the text for them. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Tests in Our Society (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Tests in Our Society and ask students to complete it independently.
· As they work, circulate to check for homework completion. 
· Call on several students to share their responses to the entry task. Try to hear from those who chose different answers. Ask a student to read the learning target aloud. Ask another student to connect this learning target to the entry task. Tell students that at the end of today, you will ask them to return to this question to see if their thinking has changed.

	B. Review Homework (5 minutes)
· Explain to students that they have been building their capacity to reason about cause and effect. Today, they will continue to work on the skill they practiced for homework: analyzing a text to determine cause and effect.

· Call on students to briefly share answers to the questions on the homework sheet, Practicing Cause and Effect in Ancient China. Model how they can use the language of cause and effect in their answers and celebrate when they do. Also prompt them with the follow-up questions: “How did you know? What in the text told you that?” In their answers, they should refer to specific parts of Ancient China. Help students notice that historical texts sometimes (as in most of these cases) indicate cause and effect through the order of ideas, not always through using the vocabulary of cause and effect. Keep this short; it is not necessary to review all questions.


	Work Time

	A. Independent Practice: First and Second Reads of “Exam Time” (20 minutes) 
· Congratulate students on their growing proficiency with the Strong Reader protocol. Remind them that they will need to demonstrate their ability to do this independently on the End of Unit 1 Assessment. Tell them that today they will have the opportunity to practice doing the first and second reads independently.
· Distribute “Exam Time” and display and distribute “Exam Time” Strong Reader note-catcher. 
· Invite students to work independently to complete the first and second reads of this article. Set a clear expectation that they read the article once before they start writing anything on the note-catcher. You may wish to direct their attention the Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart.
· Circulate to provide assistance and notice how students are doing with this task.
· In the last 5 minutes of work time, either lead a whole class debrief or invite students to share their work with a partner. (This depends on how well students did during independent work time. If most students are on track, partner sharing is recommended; if many students are struggling, do a whole class debrief.)


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Guided Practice: Analyzing Cause and Effect in “Exam Time” (20 minutes)

· Congratulate students on their work during the first and second read. Tell them that the class will work on the third read with more support, since they will be doing some new thinking on cause and effect. Remind them of their work in Lesson 9, in which they distinguished between causes and events that came before but were not causes. They will need to do that kind of thinking today, but about ancient China.
· Tell students that all of the questions in the third read deal with cause and effect. Invite them to move to sit with a Dance Card partner and to begin to work on the third-read questions.
· Since students are new to this work, pause frequently for whole class debriefs. At a minimum, stop after students have done Question 3 and debrief again after Question 6. Consider more frequent whole class check-ins, as necessary. If you do this, however, make sure to provide students with some time to grapple independently. 
· Notice that Questions 4 and 6 are more difficult. Students who are struggling should focus on understanding the other questions, and students who are demonstrating mastery should take on these questions more independently.
· Use a pair-share protocol for the two “After reading” questions and scribe answers on the board. In this case, the purpose of the questions is to help students orally process what they read; this is why you scribe. If appropriate, add to the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart.
· During class debriefs, encourage students to continue using the language of cause and effect, as they did during the homework review in Opening B.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket (5 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the exit ticket section of the Entry Task: Tests in Our Society.

· Ask them to complete this individually. When they are done, ask for a show of hands to indicate how many students changed their answers and what they are choosing now. 
· Collect these and use the exit ticket as formative assessment. Consider how you might provide additional support to students whose exit ticket indicates misunderstandings. 


	Homework

	· Read “The Song Confucian Revival” and complete the first- and second-read questions on the “Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader note-catcher.


Entry Task: Tests in Our Society
	Name:

	Date:


Today we will learn more about the civil service examination system in ancient China. Which test from our society today do you think is most similar to the civil service examination in ancient China? 

Rereading the following quote from page 4 of Ancient China may help you answer this question:

“Students who hoped to join the civil service spent many hours studying the teachings of the philosopher Confucius. Most candidates came from rich, land-owning families. However, any male—rich or poor—could take the civil-service exam, which was first given in the Song dynasty. Only about one percent of takers passed the exam. They were guaranteed jobs as court ministers and might marry into the royal family.” 

Consider what the test is like, what it is used for, and how it affects our society. Circle one and explain your answer below.
The writing test on the PARCC or MCAS

The driving test (written test and road test)

The SAT (a standardized test used by colleges as one factor in determining whom to admit)

Jeopardy! (yes, the TV game show)

	

	

	

	

	

	


Exit Ticket
Has your thinking about this question changed or stayed the same? What do you think now? Why?

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


“Exam Time” Strong Reader Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to closely read “Exam Time.”

Before you read: What’s your purpose for reading this text? What are you hoping to learn?

What was the exam system and how did it affect Chinese society?


	First Read: Flow and Sourcing

Quick read to get the big picture
	What is the text about?

What kind of text is it? Primary or secondary source? 


	Second Read: Construct Meaning

Read and annotate
(1) write gist in margins
(2) circle unknown words
(3) underline important parts
	Write the gist next to each paragraph.

Words/phrases to focus on: 
Provincial—in or from a province (a province is a part of the empire, sort of like states are part of the U.S.)

Imperial bureaucracy—the people who were employed by the emperor to help run the government

Administration

 Elite aristocratic family

Attained

 Promoted

	Third Read: Analyze Craft and Purpose 

Answer the questions to the right.
	1. Both now and in the past, what was the effect for an individual of doing well on a national exam?
2. Reread Paragraph 3. The two sentences below are a cause-effect pair explained in that paragraph. Which of these statements is the cause? Which is the effect? How can you tell?
The government gave some aristocrats an exam that tested their knowledge of Confucius and their ability to write.
The government wanted to identify people who would make qualified officials at court and who could help administer the empire.

3. Reread Paragraph 5. Which of the following are effects of the change to the exam system? Circle them.
· Scholars were more important in the government.

· Aristocrats no longer held most government positions.

· The exam system ended in 1905.

4. How did the new exam system promote Confucian values?

5. Four of the statements below can be used to list the steps by which someone became a gentleman scholar. Put those four steps in order and cross out the one that does not fit into the causal chain.

___ A scholar studied for years.

___ A scholar passed the local exam.

___ A scholar took the provincial exam.

___ Conditions during the provincial exam were very stressful.

___ Scholars who passed the provincial exam took the national exam.

6. Social mobility refers to the ability of someone born in a lower class to move to a higher class. To what extent did the civil service exam system as instituted during the Song dynasty improve social mobility in Chinese society? Support your answer with specific evidence from the article.




After you read: What did this text help you understand about the larger topic or question you are investigating? 
1. How did the change to the civil service examination system affect Chinese society?
2. Did it make the society more or less just? Explain your thinking.
“Song Confucian Revival” Strong Reader Note-catcher
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Strong Reader protocol to read “The Song Confucian Revival.” Complete the note-catcher below.
	First Read: Flow and Sourcing
	Quick read to get the big picture
	What is the text about?

What kind of text is it? Primary or secondary source? 


	Second Read: Construct Meaning
	Read and annotate
(1) write gist in margins
(2) circle unknown words
(3) underline important parts
	Write the gist of each section on this chart.

Scholar-officials of the Song

The examination system

Words/phrases to focus on: 
Landholding class—aristocracy
  Aspire

Crucial

  Objectivity

Command—knowledge and mastery

Prestige—respect

Plummeted 

	Third Read: Analyze Craft and Purpose 
	Answer the questions to the right.
	1. Why does the article describe scholar-officials as “critics of power”? What does that mean? How might it affect the government?

2. What evidence does the article offer that many people aspired to become government officials?

3. Which of the following pairs of statements is a cause/effect relationship?

A. Since the Sui dynasty, some people had become government officials by passing the civil service exam. Beginning in the Song dynasty, the main way people became government officials was to pass the civil service exam.

B. The Song dynasty wanted people to be sure that the examiners did not score people they knew better. The Song government gave every one who took the test a number and had clerks recopy the exams. 
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