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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 13

The Civil Service Exam System:
Writing a Strong Paragraph 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze how the civil service examination system affected China. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST9–10.2)
· Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and by C3 Framework D2.His.14.9–12, D2His.15.9–12)
	End of Unit 1 Assessment 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can write a strong paragraph about the effects of the civil service examination system on ancient China.
	Civil Service Exam paragraph


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Matching Evidence and Analysis (15 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Analyzing a Model Paragraph (15 minutes)

B. Pair Work: Oral Rehearsal (1o minutes)

C. Independent Practice: Planning and Writing a Paragraph (15 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

Finish writing the Civil Service Exam System paragraph. Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).
	· Entry Task: Matching Evidence and Analysis (one per student and one to display)

· Civil Service Exam System evidence chart (from Lesson 12; one per student and one to display)

· Focusing Question (one to display; see Teaching Notes)

· The Silk Road Model Paragraph (one per student and one to display)

· Analyzing a Model Paragraph (one per student and one to display)

· Analyzing a Model Paragraph (f0r teacher reference)

· Civil Service Exam Paragraph Assignment (one per student and one to display)
· Civil Service Exam Paragraph (for teacher reference)

· Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society (one per student)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (begun in Lesson 5)
· End of Unit 1 Assessment Study Guide (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students first practice matching evidence and analysis. Then, after analyzing a model paragraph, they plan their own paragraphs. Students have a chance to orally rehearse their ideas. This is an important scaffold: They need to deeply and clearly understand their ideas before they try to write a paragraph. 
· The analysis in this paragraph is not lengthy. As students write more extended pieces, the analysis will deepen.

· A sample paragraph about the civil service examination system is included in the supporting materials. This is for teacher reference only, and should not be shared with students. Students analyze a model, which has a parallel structure but is on a different—though familiar—topic.

· Note that the assignment includes a grading rubric for the paragraph. Modify this to meet grading structures at your school.

· It is important that all students write this paragraph. This experience is an important step toward longer, more independent writing later in this module. Students need experiences in creating coherent, meaningful pieces, and the understanding of structure that writing this paragraph will help them develop will be essential as they move to essay writing. If you are concerned that students will not write it for homework, consider adding another day after this lesson and having them complete the paragraph in class. 
· In advance:
· Post learning target.
· Read the paragraph about the civil service examination system and the Silk Road model paragraph.
· Post Focusing Question: How did the civil service examination system affect the government of ancient China?


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	
	· Flexibility in Work Time C will be critical to the success of this lesson and this writing assignment. Strong writers may fill in the paragraph writing planner (on their Civil Service Exam Paragraph Assignment handout) in less detail; others should complete it and get feedback on it from you before they begin to write. (Note: Do not leave this choice up to individual students; rather, privately communicate with them.) If you have many struggling writers, consider adding an extra day here: Ask all students to complete the writing planners, and then spend the next lesson returning these with feedback, conferring, and having students write their paragraphs. As you make these decisions, remember that the goal of this assignment is for all students to be successful in writing a strong, evidence-based paragraph. It is not an assessment grade. You should provide the support necessary for all students to be successful.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation (continued)

	
	· You may wish to encourage advanced students to write an essay rather than a paragraph. If this is the case, the focusing question they would write to is: “How did the civil service examination system affect Chinese society?” They would use all rows of their Civil Service Exam System evidence chart. If you plan to do this, these students will need a full essay as a model and a different writing planner. It is possible to use the essay about Islam that is the model essay in Unit 3 (see Unit 3, Lesson 1). If you use this, make sure to get it back so that students do not have access to it immediately before the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Matching Evidence and Analysis (15 minutes)
· Display and distribute Entry Task: Matching Evidence and Analysis and ask students to complete it individually. 
· As students work, circulate to check for homework completion.

· Call on several students to share out. Consistently ask why they made particular matches, helping them to see that analysis needs to be based closely on the evidence. One good way to illustrate this might be to ask why they didn’t choose a different (incorrect match) piece of evidence to support a certain analysis statement. Remind students that analysis is their own reasonable thinking about the evidence. In this case, it is an evaluation of how a particular effect of the civil service exam system affected government. It is an explanation of why that effect was important.

· Invite students to focus on the government row of their Civil Service Exam System evidence chart and to make sure they have analyzed all of their evidence. Many students will benefit from being able to discuss this with a partner.

· Direct students’ attention to the posted learning target and ask a student to read it aloud. Point out that today they will take their strong thinking about the civil service exam system and write a strong paragraph. Depending on your students, consider explaining why you are beginning formal writing instruction with a paragraph: They will quickly build to an essay, but working on a strong paragraph allows them to hone their skills in using evidence and analysis on a shorter prompt. 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Analyzing a Model Paragraph (15 minutes)

· Display the Focusing Question about which students will write their paragraphs: How did the civil service examination system affect the government of ancient China? Point out to students that although on the End of Unit 1 Assessment, they are responsible for all of the aspects on their Civil Service Exam System evidence chart, their paragraphs will be about only one aspect.
· Explain that looking at models is a powerful way to learn how to do something well. Ask students to raise their hands if a coach has ever taught them something in a practice by showing them, rather than by explaining it in words. Ask a student to explain why, and then connect that to why the class is looking at a model together: Sometimes the clearest explanation is an example.

· Display and distribute The Silk Road Model Paragraph. 
· Invite students to read along silently while you read it aloud.

· Tell students that they will write a paragraph that has the same structure as this paragraph, even though it is on a different topic.

· Display and distribute Analyzing a Model Paragraph. Briefly review the left column; this should be familiar to students. Then, point out that they are writing a particular type of paragraph—one that analyzes the effects of something. The middle column explains exactly what a writer does in a paragraph like this.

· Model how students should use the Analyzing a Model Paragraph handout by showing them how to complete the first row. (Note: The sentences in the paragraph are numbered. It would also be possible to color-code each row of the chart and then ask students to underline the sentences with that color.) 
· Ask students to move to work with a particular Dance Card partner and complete the Analyzing a Model Paragraph charts. They will remain with these partners for the rest of Work Time A and all of Work Time B. Be sure to give directions about the materials they need to bring with them. As students seem ready, release them to work with their partner.

· Debrief this work, checking to make sure students understand that in this paragraph, they will first use several pieces of evidence and then conclude with some analysis. This may differ from other writing in which they have alternated evidence and analysis sentences.  You may find Analyzing a Model Paragraph (f0r teacher reference) useful.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Pair Work: Oral Rehearsal (1o minutes)
· Invite students to take out their Civil Service Exam System evidence charts. They should review the evidence and analysis in the government row and decide what they’d most like to focus on in their paragraph. Be clear that they will not use all of the evidence and all of the analysis they have. Rather, they should focus their writing on evidence and analysis that they understand well and that is important. Remind them of the entry task, in which they matched evidence and analysis statements. Give students a few minutes to circle or star the evidence and analysis they plan to use in their paragraphs.

· Invite students to discuss their evidence and analysis with a partner. One person should explain out loud (not just read) the evidence he or she plans to use, and then the analysis. The partner should repeat the analysis back and tell how it connects to at least one piece of evidence mentioned. Then the partners switch. Consider modeling this and also posting directions on the board. Remind students that they do not have very long; brisk pacing will help them stay on track.

· Notice and name strong partner work and invite students to return to their seats.

	C. Independent Practice: Planning and Writing a Paragraph (15 minutes)

· Display and distribute Civil Service Exam Paragraph Assignment. 
· Invite students to use their Civil Service Exam System evidence charts and the Analyzing a Model Paragraph handout to complete the writing planner and then write the paragraph. Consider asking students who are struggling to share their writing planner with you before they begin writing the paragraph.

· Students should finish their paragraphs for homework if they do not complete them in class. 


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society (5 minutes)
· Distribute and display Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society.

· Use the Think-Pair-Share protocol to discuss the exit ticket. As appropriate, add ideas to the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart.

· Distribute the End of Unit 1 Assessment Study Guide. Remind students that they may want their Understanding a Society: Ancient China chart and Ancient China magazine to use as they complete this. 


	Homework

	· Finish the Civil Service Exam paragraph. Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).


Entry Task: Matching Evidence and Analysis
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Each analysis statement is supported by one or two pieces of evidence. Draw a line from each analysis statement to the piece(s) of evidence that support it.

	Evidence
	
	Analysis

	Starting in the Song dynasty, anyone who wanted to be a government official had to do well on a civil service examination. (Song Confucian Revival)

All government officials shared a common language and Confucian values. (Exam Time)
This was a change from before, when many government officials were chosen because they had been born into aristocratic families. (Exam Time) 

This system of choosing officials encouraged many local powerful people to support the emperor, since they had an option to become government officials. (Exam Time)


	
	This meant that government officials were more likely to be qualified to do their jobs, since they had to pass a test, not just be born to a wealthy family.

This meant that the government was more stable and there were fewer civil wars.

This meant that government officials could work together more effectively. 


The Silk Road Model Paragraph

	Name:

	Date:


1 The Silk Road affected the economy of ancient China because it brought great wealth to that society. 2 The Silk Road was a set of overland trade routes that connected China to western Asia and eventually to Europe. 3 Before 200 BC, China did not have direct travel routes to western Asia. 4 While some goods from China found their way to other societies, long-distance trade was not common. 5 However, in 138 BC, this changed when Emperor Wu-Ti sent Zhang Qian to make an alliance with tribes far to the west. 6 Zhang Qian brought back critical information about the people and lands to the west of China, which led Emperor Wu-Ti to work to establish more direct trade routes to the west. 7 These trade routes grew over the centuries and eventually formed the Silk Road, a network of routes that connected China to southern and western Asia and Europe. 8 The Silk Road had important effects on the Chinese economy. 9 It encouraged long-distance trade as merchants established businesses in which they exported goods created in China to other societies. 10 One of the most important exports was silk. 11 For centuries, China was the only civilization that knew how to make silk, and people all over Asia and Europe wanted this silk badly—and were willing to pay a great deal for it. 12 In addition, the Silk Road allowed merchants to trade Chinese products such as spices, tea, paper, and porcelain for items such as gold, silver, and glass. 13 Many of the products that were traded on the Silk Road, such as paper, porcelain and silk, were invented in China and were highly desired because other societies did not yet know how to make them. 14 Even once knowledge of how to make these products spread, they continued to be important exports for China. 15 The Silk Road trade brought great wealth to ancient China. 16 The Silk Road allowed China to use its notable technological advances to bring merchants and also society as a whole more wealth. 

Analyzing a Model Paragraph

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Read the Silk Road model paragraph. Then determine which sentences serve which purposes. A sentence can serve more than one purpose. 

	All strong paragraphs include
	A paragraph that explains the effects of something does this by … 
	Which sentence(s) in the model paragraph do this?

	Topic sentence: a focusing statement that directly answers the focusing question
	
	

	Background information

	Providing background information for the reader: 
· What was the situation before?

· What was the change that occurred?

	

	Evidence: information and ideas from a source

	Providing evidence about the effects of this change


	

	Analysis: an explanation of why those ideas and information matter; usually connects evidence to the focusing statement

	Analyzing the significance of these effects


	

	Concluding sentence


	
	


Analyzing a Model Paragraph

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Read the Silk Road model paragraph. Then determine which sentences serve which purposes. A sentence can serve more than one purpose. 

	All strong paragraphs include
	A paragraph that explains the effects of something does this by … 
	Which sentence(s) in the model paragraph do this?

	Topic sentence: a focusing statement that directly answers the focusing question
	
	1

	Background information

	Providing background information for the reader: 
· What was the situation before?

· What was the change that occurred?

	2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

	Evidence: information and ideas from a source

	Providing evidence about the effects of this change


	9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

	Analysis: an explanation of why those ideas and information matter; usually connects evidence to the focusing statement

	Analyzing the significance of these effects


	15, 16

	Concluding sentence


	
	16


Civil Service Exam Paragraph

(For Teacher Reference)

Focus question: How did the civil service examination system affect the government of ancient China?

The civil service exam system put into place in the Song dynasty affected China because it made the government more effective. In ancient China, the emperor was able to rule a very large area because he was supported by many government officials. Traditionally, these officials were chosen because they came from elite families, but beginning in the Song dynasty (about 1000 AD), people who wanted to be government officials took a civil service examination, which focused on the classic texts of Confucianism. Those who scored highest, regardless of their family background, would be appointed to high government positions. This change had important effects on the government of China. It meant that government officials were chosen by merit, rather than based on birth. Because of the studying they did for the exams, all government officials spoke a common language and had a shared understanding of the classic texts of Confucianism. These texts also stressed the importance of government officials and actions being virtuous. The civil service examination system made government more effective because officials were more likely to be qualified for their jobs, and therefore to do them well. Additionally, the officials’ shared belief that government had the obligation to act morally made them more likely to act with integrity and criticize decisions they thought were unjust. The civil service examination system strengthened Chinese government. 
Civil Service Exam Paragraph Assignment

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: On a separate sheet of notebook paper, write a well-structured paragraph that answers the focusing question below. Please use all of your readings and notes, especially your Civil Service Exam System evidence chart and the Silk Road model paragraph. Use the writing planner on the back of this page to plan your paragraph.

How did the civil service examination system affect the government of ancient China?

Rubric for Grading Paragraphs
	
	Advanced
	Proficient
	Developing
	Beginning

	Content
	Paragraph demonstrates a particularly thorough or sophisticated understanding of the role the civil service exam system played in Chinese government.
	Paragraph demonstrates a clear understanding of the role the civil service exam system played in Chinese government.
	Paragraph demonstrates a mostly accurate understanding of the role the civil service exam system played in Chinese government, but lacks details or includes a misunderstanding that is not fundamental.
	Paragraph demonstrates little understanding of the role the civil service exam system played in Chinese government.

	Use of evidence and analysis
	The paragraph uses detailed evidence in a particularly thorough or thoughtful way to answer the focusing question.
The paragraph includes sophisticated analysis that is supported by the evidence.
	The paragraph uses sufficient detailed evidence to answer the focusing question.

The paragraph includes analysis that is supported by the evidence.
	The paragraph uses some evidence to answer the focusing question.

The paragraph includes some analysis, but it is not always supported by the evidence.
	The paragraph uses no accurate evidence to answer the focusing question.

The paragraph includes no analysis, or only analysis that reflects a fundamental misunderstanding.

	Structure
	The paragraph follows a logical order, includes all components of a strong paragraph, and uses transition words effectively.
	The paragraph follows a logical order and includes all components of a strong paragraph.
	The paragraph sometimes follows a logical order and includes some components of a strong paragraph.
	The paragraph does not have a clear structure and is missing many components of a strong paragraph.

	Conventions
	The paragraph has no significant errors in sentence structure, capitalization, or punctuation. Sentences are varied and flow easily.
	The paragraph has no significant errors in sentence structure, capitalization, or punctuation. 
	The paragraph has several significant errors in sentence structure, capitalization, or punctuation.
	The paragraph includes many significant errors in sentence structure, capitalization, or punctuation.


Paragraph Writing Planner

	All strong paragraphs include
	A paragraph that explains the effects of something does this by … 
	In my paragraph, this will be … 

	Topic sentence: a focusing statement that directly answers the focusing question
	
	

	Background information

	Providing background information for the reader: 
· What was the situation before?

· What was the change that occurred?

	

	Evidence: information and ideas from a source

	Providing evidence about the effects of this change


	

	Analysis: an explanation of why those ideas and information matter


	Analyzing the significance of these effects


	

	Concluding sentence


	
	


Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society
	Name:

	Date:


1. During the Song dynasty, the civil service exam system was expanded. In which way(s) did this make ancient China a more just society? Consider multiple aspects of society.

2. Are there universal ideas about a just society that the civil service exam system illustrates? What are they?
Exit Ticket: Connecting to a Just Society

	Name:

	Date:


3. During the Song dynasty, the civil service exam system was expanded. In which way(s) did this make ancient China a more just society? Consider multiple aspects of society.

4. Are there universal ideas about a just society that the civil service exam system illustrates? What are they?

End of Unit 1 Assessment Study Guide

	Name:

	Date:


Part A: Reading

On the first part of this assessment, you will read a new article.

You will need to show that you can use the Strong Reader protocol, which includes determining gist and figuring out vocabulary words from context.

You will also need to answer short answer and selected response questions that assess these reading outcomes:

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science.

Part B: Content 
Vocabulary

You should be able to define the words below, use them in a sentence, and connect them to other words. Focus on the definition of these as it applies to ancient China.

dynasty
emperor (empire, imperial)

civil service

scholar
aristocrat
merchant
Silk Road

artisan
peasant
Confucianism

Buddhism

compass
gunpowder
paper
printing press

porcelain
End of Unit 1 Assessment Study Guide

Describing ancient Chinese society

Be prepared to answer selected and short response questions about the government, economy, social groups, culture, and environment of ancient China. Focus on information on your Understanding a Society: Ancient China note-catcher.

Analyzing Effects

Be prepared for short answer questions on these topics:

· How did the civil service examination affect Chinese society?
· Why was the Silk Road significant for China?

	[image: image3.emf]
	This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License.

Exempt third-party content is indicated by the footer: © (name of copyright holder). Used by permission and not subject to Creative Commons license.


PAGE  
	© 2015 EL Education, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.
	EL Education Curriculum • Grade 9 World History • M1:U1:L13 • 5 



[image: image1.png][image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf][image: image4.png][ Education



