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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 2

Describing a Just Society: 
Understanding Perspectives 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Disciplinary Thinking

· Identify and analyze a variety of perspectives relating to a particular issue or situation, in the past or the present. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.4.9–12, D2.His.5.9–12, D2.His.6.9–12, D2.Civ.10.9–12)
· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and between several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)

Literacy
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
	Mid-Unit 1 Assessment 
Performance Task (end of Unit 3): Socratic Seminar

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can explain the five aspects of society on the Understanding a Society anchor chart.

· I can analyze why different people describe a just society differently and apply John Rawls’ test to generate my own description of a just society.

· I can participate effectively in small group and whole class discussions.
	Exit ticket


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Understanding a Society Anchor Chart (15 minutes)
B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)
2. Work Time

A. Think-Pair-Share: Comparing Ideas about a Just Society (15 minutes)

B.  Small Group Discussion: John Rawls and the “Veil” Test (20 minutes)
3.  Closing 

A. Exit Ticket (5 minutes)

4. Homework: None
	· Entry Task: Aspects of Society (one per student)
· Understanding a Society anchor chart (new; co-created during Opening A)
· Understanding a Society anchor chart (for teacher reference)
· Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)

· Norms for Discussion anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)

· Comparing Ideas about a Just Society (one per student)

· Student responses from Lesson 1 (one per student or one to display)
· “Political Theory: John Rawls” (video; see Teaching Notes)
· Designing a Just Society (one per student and one to display)

· Flip chart and markers (one per three students)


	Teaching Notes

	· Continue to teach and reinforce expectations for common classroom routines. In particular, notice and name productive and thoughtful partner and small group conversations. Help students build on each others’ thinking and understand how this supports everyone’s learning.
· In Opening A, students help to co-create the Understanding a Society anchor chart. This anchor chart will be used throughout the module. Consider making a blank anchor chart in advance and then filling it out as you review the entry task with students. Alternatively, prepare the whole anchor chart in advance but do not reveal it until the class has reviewed the entry task.
· In Work Time A, you share students’ thinking from Lesson 1. Look through their responses on the What Is a Just Society? handouts. Create a display of how many times each characteristic was selected as “most important.” Also, select several particularly thoughtful and different responses (this will highlight that there isn’t a right answer) to the exit ticket question (Do we live in a just society? Explain your thinking) and prepare them to share with the class. You might photocopy with no names, use a document camera, or type and pass out or display.


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In Work Time B, students watch the video “Political Theory: John Rawls” from School of Life. 
· Citation: “Political Theory: John Rawls.” YouTube. School of Life, 9 Jan. 2015. Web. 25 June 2015. <https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5-JQ17X6VNg>. (For display. Used with permission.)

· Suggestions for use: Show the video in Work Time B. In advance, cue up the video and make sure you have a way to display it. 
· Because this lesson occurs in the beginning of the year and students are still becoming acquainted with classroom norms, carefully frame expectations before sharing student responses from Lesson 1. Consider explaining that you will frequently share student work in order to make thinking public. This work is not put up because it is perfect, but because it has something to offer the class. 
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Prepare Understanding a Society anchor chart. 
· Choose student work to be shared in Work Time A. 
· Determine triads for Work Time B.
· Prepare technology necessary to access “Political Theory: John Rawls” from School of Life.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation


	aspect, society, government, economy, culture, environment, social groups; politics, economics, religion, tradition, behavior, education, inventions, gender, trade, money, country, govern, race, law, continent,  city, mountains, class, occupation, jobs, ethnicity, ocean, river; veil
	· Some students may benefit from a visual reminder of the steps in the Think-Pair-Share routine. Consider creating a poster with symbols for each step to post in the room.
· Some students may need you to define some of the words on the Understanding a Society anchor chart. Consider providing some students with a list of definitions to help them complete the entry task.
· If students are struggling with determining how experience and identity shape beliefs about a just society in the second half of Work Time A, don’t be concerned, but limit their individual and pair work time and spend more time in whole class discussion. This is students’ first grapple with this big question, but they will return to it repeatedly in the module, so they don’t need to fully grasp it here. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Understanding a Society Anchor Chart (15 minutes)

· Distribute the Entry Task: Aspects of Society and Understanding a Society anchor chart (blank) as students arrive and direct them to complete it individually. 
· Consider collecting the homework as students work (Frayer model for “just”). 
· After 5 minutes, briefly explain the purpose of the Understanding a Society anchor chart. In this course, students will study many different societies, and they need a way to organize what they learn. The aspects of society on the anchor chart provide a way to sort and organize information for any society. 
· Ask students what aspect means. Listen for: “one part or dimension.” Emphasize that we use these aspects because they help organize our thinking, not because the lines between them are always clear. Information could legitimately fit into more than one aspect, because the aspects of society are interconnected. 
· Call on students to share into which aspect they sorted the questions and the vocabulary words. Pause to define words that seem unfamiliar. As students share where they put the questions and the words, add them to the posted Understanding a Society anchor chart. Direct students to make sure that their own copy of this anchor chart is correct and complete.

	B. Review Learning Targets (5 minutes)

· Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets. Ask a student to read aloud the learning target that was addressed in the entry task. Ask another student to read the second learning target out loud, and ask a third student to articulate the connection between the second learning target and the Module 1 Guiding Questions anchor chart. 

· Read the third learning target aloud. Refer to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart to offer specific praise for discussions in Lesson 1. Set a focus (i.e., asking their partners questions) for students’ conversations today. Consider adding this focus to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart.


	Work Time

	A. Think-Pair-Share: Comparing Ideas about a Just Society (15 minutes)
· Tell students that they will use the Think-Pair-Share protocol again today. Offer specific praise and suggestions based on their use of the protocol in Lesson 1, referring to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. Remind students that, as in Lesson 1, they will be accountable for adding ideas they hear during discussion to their notes.
· Distribute Comparing Ideas about a Just Society and display student responses from Lesson 1. Briefly review the prompts on the first page. Prompt students to work silently and individually for 3 minutes. Offer specific praise for meeting expectations for the “Think” part of the protocol, and then direct students to work with their partners for 3 minutes. 


	Work Time (continued)

	· Debrief the first two questions, reminding students that they are responsible for adding to their work an interesting idea they hear.
· Offer brief specific praise for ways in which students met the expectations for this protocol. 
· Repeat the Think-Pair-Share protocol with the two questions on the back of the Comparing Ideas about a Just Society handout. For the synthesis question (“Why do people have different beliefs about what makes a just society?”), listen for students to explain that people’s individual experiences and identity shape their beliefs. People are likely to value most highly something that they have suffered for lack of. Their beliefs about a just society may also be shaped by religion or by political beliefs. (Note: You may need to help them come up with some of these ideas.) Remind students that the guiding questions ask them to consider not only what a just society is, but how ideas about a just society have changed and stayed the same. To understand the different perspectives they will encounter, they will need to remember how much people’s experiences and identity shape their beliefs.

	B. Small Group Discussion: John Rawls and the “Veil” Test (20 minutes)
· Explain that many people have tried to answer the question about what makes a just society. Today, students are going to learn about how one philosopher thought that we could figure out what would make a just society.

· Review expectations for watching videos and set a focusing question for students: What is the veil test and how does it relate to a just society? Define veil if students are not familiar with this word.
· Play “Political Theory: John Rawls.”
· After the video, ask: “What is the veil test? How does it relate to a just society?” When you are assured that students understand, tell them that now they are going to try to out this method.
· Distribute Designing a Just Society and move students into predetermined groups of three. 
· Review directions and expectations for group discussions, referring to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart. Distribute a flip chart and markers to each group of three.
· Give students 10 minutes to work in their groups, circulating to ask probing questions and to offer specific praise for strong group discussions. Remember that students are still getting used to the terms on the Understanding a Society anchor chart, so you may need to repeatedly direct them back to that chart.
· Thank students for their engagement and offer specific positive feedback for strong group discussions. Assure students that they will have the opportunity to share their thinking in the next lesson. Invite them to return to their seats.


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket (5 minutes)
· Direct students’ attention to the exit ticket at the bottom of the Designing a Just Society handout. 
· Ask them to complete this individually, stressing that there is not a correct answer. 

· Remind students of the expectations for completing and turning in exit tickets and other classwork. 


	Homework

	· None 


Entry Task: Aspects of Society
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Enter the questions and words on this list in the appropriate boxes on the blank Understanding a Society anchor chart. The first row has been done for you as an example.
What questions does this aspect of society address?

Write each question/set of questions in the correct box in the middle column of the chart. 

What do we care about?
Who makes the rules? How do we follow them?

Where do we live?
How do we organize people in our society? How do the groups relate to each other? What is daily 
life like?
How do we get what we want?
What terms do we use to discuss this aspect of society?

Write each term in the correct box in the third column of the chart.
politics 

economics
religion

tradition

behavior

education

inventions

gender
trade
money
country
govern

race
law

continent

city

mountains

class

occupation
jobs

ethnicity

ocean

river

Understanding a Society Anchor Chart 

	Name:

	Date:


	Aspect of society
	This aspect of society addresses the question … 
	Terms


	Government
	Who makes the rules? How do we follow them?
	General: politics, govern, law



	Economy
	
	General: 


	Culture
	
	General: 


	Social groups
	
	General: 

	Environment
	
	General: 




Understanding a Society Anchor Chart 

(For Teacher Reference)
	Aspect of society
	This aspect of society addresses the question …
	Terms


	Government
	Who makes the rules? How do we follow them?
	[image: image1.png]General: politics, govern, law
China:
Islamic empire:
Feudal Europe: 
 

	Economy
	How do we get what we want?
	General: economics, money, jobs, trade


	Culture
	What do we care about?
	General: religion, tradition, behavior, education, inventions


	Social groups
	How do we organize people in our society? How do the groups relate to each other? What is daily life like?

	General: gender, race, religion, class, occupation, ethnicity


	Environment
	Where do we live?
	General: country, continent, region, city, mountains, ocean, river 



Comparing Ideas about a Just Society
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the Think-Pair-Share protocol to consider the questions on this sheet.
First, look at the student responses to the questions from the last lesson. 
1. How much agreement was there in your class about what characteristics of a just society are most important? What explains this agreement or disagreement?

	I think … 

	

	

	Another idea I heard … 

	

	


2. Do people in your class agree about whether we live in a just society? What are some factors that might explain that? 
	I think … 

	

	

	Another idea I heard … 

	

	


Comparing Ideas about a Just Society

3. Now imagine that you are someone else. What might the people listed below believe to be the most important characteristic of a just society?

· Everyone is treated equally, regardless of race, gender, religion, etc.
· Everyone has a place to live and enough to eat.
· Everyone has a voice in government.
· There is no war or violence.

	Person
	What characteristic might this person think is most important?
(choose from the list above)
	Why might this person think this?

	A man who has just lived through a civil war in his country in which his brother and parents were killed
	
	

	A woman who has been homeless on the streets of Boston for three years
	
	


4. Synthesize: Why do people have different beliefs about the characteristics of a just society?

	I think … 

	

	

	Another idea I heard … 

	

	


Designing a Just Society

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: After you watch the video about the “veil test” that John Rawls proposed, work with your group to describe what a just society might look like for each aspect of society. Keep your individual ideas here; also create a flip chart that lists your group’s ideas. 
	Aspect of society
	In a just society, what would this look like? 

Questions and terms are included to prompt your thinking, not because you need to address all of them.

	Government
	Who makes the rules? How do we follow them?

	Economy
	How do we get what we want?

	Culture
	What do we care about? (This includes religion, education, traditions, and innovations.)

	Social groups
	How do we organize people in our society? How do the groups relate to each other? What is daily life like?


	Environment
	Where do we live?


Exit Ticket
To what extent were you able to put yourself “behind the veil” as you considered what would make a just society? Do you think it is possible for someone to design a just society without considering their own personal situation?
	

	

	

	


Note to teachers: You only need to enter the “general” words now for each aspect, but you’ll add words for each society studied in the module, so leave space here. 
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