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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 1

Writing an Informational Essay:
Analyzing a Model Essay 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze how Islam affected society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.3, WHI.4, WHI.5)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8-12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2His.15.9–12)

Literacy
· Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them. (CCSS RH.9–10.3)


	Formal Writing Assessment (Mid-Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death Essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze a model essay in order to understand how to structure an informational essay. 
	Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay
Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Reading the Model Essay for Gist (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Analyzing the Model Essay for Ideas (20 minutes)

B. Guided Practice: Analyzing the Model Essay for Structure (30 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead (5 minutes)

4. Homework
None 
	· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student and one for teacher reference)
· Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart (begun in Unit 1, Lesson 4)
· Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay (one per student and one to display)
· Document camera (optional)
· Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead (one per student)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students return to the model essay about Islam in preparation for crafting their own informational essay about the impact of the Black Death on European society. The model essay parallels the structure of students’ own essay while focusing on different content. Students briefly reviewed this in Unit 2, Lesson 17 but return to it here to analyze its structure in much more depth.  The essay is included with the supporting materials in this lesson;  it is exactly the same essay that was included with Unit 2, Lesson 17.
· The lessons in this unit rely heavily on analysis of the model essay in order to teach students how to write a historical essay. The focused analysis of the model essay allows students to imitate a strong example, which is a first step to being able to write independently. The analysis of the model also gives students the opportunity to construct their understanding of the ideas and structure of a historical essay. 
· In this first lesson, it is important that students have the opportunity, first, to understand the model essay, as they would with any text. After that, students will begin to deconstruct the essay using the Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay. The goal of this activity is for students to understand what a strong essay plan might look like and how the essay plan might connect to a well-written historical essay. However, the most important learning for students in this lesson is around the focus statement; be sure that students know what makes an effective focus statement so that they can successfully draft their own in the next lesson. The focus statement of the model essay is the final sentence of the second introductory paragraph: “The spread of Islam had important impacts on culture, social groups, and the economy.” However, the focus statement is previewed in the final sentence of the first introductory paragraph: “The spread of Islam transformed not only the society of the Arabian Peninsula, but many other societies in the Mediterranean region and beyond.”
· This lesson intentionally does not ask students to deconstruct the concluding paragraph. Instead, students will have more time to deconstruct the conclusion and then plan their own conclusion in Lesson 7.
· Students should use the Strong Reader protocol to read the model essay: reading once for flow and again to annotate for gist. 
· As appropriate, make connections for students to the earlier writing they have done: the paragraph about the civil service exam system in China (Unit 1, Lesson 13), the on-demand paragraph about the effects of the spread of Islam on the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment (Unit 2, Lesson 8) and the paragraph about the effects of the Black Death on the economy on the End of Unit 2 Assessment (Unit 2, Lesson 16). 
· Because this is the first extended writing task that students undertake during the year, the essay process in this unit is focused on how to structure a historical essay. The essay structure is set up intentionally to support students as they learn how to think as historians do about cause and effect. For this reason, although students learn some historical information in this unit, they build their essays primarily on information that they gathered about the Black Death in Unit 2. 
· In advance:
· Complete Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay in order to better support students as they complete their own essay planners. 
· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	focus statement; elaborate
	· For students who struggle, consider color-coding their essay planner and/or model essay. For instance, highlight all topic sentences with yellow, all historical evidence with blue, and all elaboration on historical evidence with pink.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Reading the Model Essay for Gist (5 minutes)

· Distribute the Model Essay: “The  Spread of Islam” as students arrive. 
· Direct students to use the Strong Reader Protocol anchor chart to read the model essay once for flow.


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Analyzing the Model Essay for Ideas (20 minutes)
· Point out to students that the content of the model essay should look familiar because they have already learned about the impact Islam had on society. 
· Invite students to turn and talk about the first read of the model essay: “What is this about? What kind of a text is it?” 
· Explain that students will use the model essay to learn how to write an essay of their own on the impact of the Black Death on European society. 
· Ask students to do a second read of the essay with their partners. Remind them to write the main idea of each paragraph in the right-hand column. 
· Refocus students whole class. Call on pairs to share the main idea of each paragraph, discussing any differing opinions or confusion as it arises. Ensure that students understand the main ideas of the paragraphs before moving on.

· Direct students to work with their partners to identify and underline the focus statement of the essay. Explain that a focus statement defines the central idea of an essay and communicates the author’s main point. Let them know that they may have heard this referred to as a thesis statement before. 
· As students work, circulate and notice which sentences students are underlining. 

· Call on students who underlined different sentences and ask them to explain their thinking. Guide the discussion to ensure that students correctly identify the focus statement and can explain why it is the focus statement. Record this information somewhere that students can refer to in Lesson 2. 


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Guided Practice: Analyzing the Model Essay for Structure (30 minutes)
· Distribute Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay to each student. 
· Explain that students will now get a chance to deconstruct the model essay in order to understand how it is structured. This means they will try to work backward from the essay to see how the author might have planned the model essay. 
· Orient students to the essay planner, including clarifying any terms that students may not know, such as elaborate. 

· Tell students that you will guide them through deconstructing the first two paragraphs of the model essay using the essay planner. Direct them to complete those two paragraphs on the essay planner as you model using a document camera. 
· After modeling the first paragraph (Introduction: Hook and Focus Statement), call on students to offer suggestions for completing the second paragraph (Introduction: Background Information and Context). 
· Give students 2 minutes to be sure they have finished filling out the model essay planner for the two introduction paragraphs. 
· Explain that you will now model how to deconstruct the first body paragraph. Using the document camera, project the model essay planner and think aloud how to deconstruct the first body paragraph. It is particularly important to ensure that students understand what historical evidence is and what it means to elaborate on that evidence. 
· After you are finished modeling with the first body paragraph, instruct students to work with their partner to complete the analysis of the remaining body paragraphs using the essay planner. 
· When 7 minutes remain in class, name and celebrate some specific pairs who kept the class norms. 
· Ask students to put away the model essay in a safe place so that they can access it easily in future lessons. 


	Closing

	A. Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead. Tell students that they have already begun the intellectual work needed to write a historical essay about the Black Death. Ask students to identify which part of writing a historical essay they anticipate will be the most challenging for them, after their experience working with the model essay today. Also ask them to identify what they think will be most rewarding about writing a historical essay. 
· Give students time to quietly reflect. 
· Collect the completed essay planners and exit tickets to assess students’ understanding of the structure of an essay and adjust future lesson plans accordingly. 


Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam”
Focus question: How did the spread of Islam affect society in the Middle East?

	Model Essay
	Main Ideas

	     In 610 A.D. on the Arabian Peninsula, a merchant named Mohammad returned from a period of meditation in the caves outside the city of Mecca and reported that he had been visited by an angel from God. He said that the angel had commanded him to “Recite the word of God,” and had shared what would be the first of many revelations with him. These revelations, which Mohammad did recite and share with others, eventually became the basis of Islam, a monotheistic religion that spread through the Middle East, Africa, and parts of Europe with remarkable speed. The spread of Islam transformed not only the society of the Arabian Peninsula, but many other societies in the Mediterranean region and beyond. 

	

	     Islam began in what is now Saudi Arabia, in the important trading center of Mecca. After Mohammad received his revelations, he began teaching and spreading the word of God. At first, the beliefs of Islam were transmitted orally; later, the messages of Mohammad were written down, and this text was called the Koran, which means “recitation.” The central belief in Islam is that there is only one God, and that people must submit themselves to God’s will. Observant Muslims follow the Five Pillars of Islam: the declaration of faith, prayer, fasting during Ramadan, giving to the needy, and pilgrimage. Muslims believe that their God is the same God as that of Judaism and Christianity; they believe that Mohammad is the most accurate and most important communicator of God’s message. Islam, like Christianity, is a religion of conversion and it spread very quickly. By the time Mohammad died, Islam was the major religion on the Arabian Peninsula; 100 years later, an Islamic empire stretched from India to Spain, including much of North Africa and the Middle East. The spread of Islam had important impacts on culture, social groups, and the economy. 


	

	     Religion is an important part of the culture of a society, and Islam represented a very significant shift in religious belief and practice. Before Islam, most people in the Middle East and North Africa had been polytheistic, worshipping many gods. In fact, Mecca was an important trading center in large part because it housed the Kaaba, a shrine that included a sacred black rock as well as statues of many gods. Before Islam, most people who lived in Mecca worshipped many different gods, each with a different role, many of them tied specifically to their clan. In contrast, Islam taught that there was only one God, Allah, and that Muslims were to submit to his will. The declaration of faith in Islam clearly articulates this belief. As part of their daily prayers, Muslims say, “There is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His Servant and Messenger.” (Abeer) Not only did one God have power over all domains, but all clans worshipped the same God. In contrast to worshipping statues that represented gods, Muslims believed that Allah did not take a form that humans could comprehend. They decorated their mosques with verses from the Koran and patterns rather than trying to represent God. One of the most famous mosques in the world, the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem, shows this clearly: It is beautifully decorated with patterned tiles and calligraphy, but has no images at all either inside or outside the building. The spread of Islam fundamentally changed religion, because it not only changed whom people worshipped, but provided a very different understanding of God.

	

	     The emergence of a common belief in one God, not linked to clan, also transformed social groups. Before the rise of Islam, people defined themselves as members of clans. Clans often fought with each other in the continual battle for scarce resources in the desert landscape. After the arrival of Islam, the culture stressed the unity and equality of all believers. Anyone who became a Muslim was an equal with other Muslims in the eyes of God, part of the same community. This marked a distinct change from the clan-based polytheistic religions, which had emphasized divisions within society rather than unity. Islam also introduced explicit teachings around caring for the needy: Muslims are required to give zakat (giving part of their income to charity) in order to help care for the needy, such as orphans and widows. The practice of zakat emphasizes the worth of all believers: “[I]t reminds Muslims that their possessions are a gift from Allah meant to help all people, not just themselves.” (Abeer) Islam also specifically addressed the role of women. In tribal society, women had no political or legal rights. Although the Koran did not give equality to women, it did give them the right to own property, and to divorce. By recognizing women as independent legal entities, it gave greater rights to women than they had previously enjoyed. While not eliminating inequality, Islam in its original form changed social groups because it stressed unity and gave individuals, including women, rights and respect that they had not previously enjoyed.

	

	     The spread of Islam also had a big effect on the economy. Before Islam, the area that would be the Islamic empire comprised several different, and often warring, empires. Although there was some trade between these regions, the lack of a common culture and language impeded trade, as did the frequent conflicts and lack of infrastructure. After the arrival of Islam, the areas that came under Muslim control were united into an empire ruled by a caliph. The newly unified political realm joined and connected regions in Europe, Africa, and Asia. The relative peace and infrastructure projects of the Islamic empire made travel and trade much easier. Additionally, the common culture and language that defined the empire facilitated trade. As Islam spread, so too did its language: Arabic. Muslims believe that the Koran should be read in Arabic, the language that Mohammad spoke. As a result, they placed a high value on speaking, reading, and writing Arabic. A common language, and the rise in literacy rates, facilitated trade and learning. One specific innovation was the development of a system of writing checks. Being able to take a note from one place and get money for it in another place is a fundamental tool for long-distance trade, and the trust and common language fostered by the spread of Islam made this possible. The unified political structure and shared beliefs and language brought about by the spread of Islam profoundly affected the economy of a huge region.

	

	     The effects of Islam on multiple aspects of society show that ideas can have great power. We know that war can change the world, and technology can have vast and far-reaching effects. It may seem strange to think that an idea, something that resides in the human mind and cannot even be seen or touched, can have such power. Yet it seems clear that, at least in the case of Islam, an idea can change the world. Islam began as a single idea, taught by a single person, in a single place. The spread of that idea greatly affected the culture, social groups, and economy of the Middle East and indeed much of the Mediterranean world. Islam’s teachings about the unity of God changed how people thought about and practiced their religion. These new religious beliefs changed how people thought about the value of different individuals and groups in society. As the unity of believers preached by Islam took political form, it led to a unified empire. This empire, bound by a common language and belief system, made increased long-distance trade possible, which brought great prosperity. A single idea created a new political and economic reality and transformed culture and social groups. As a result, it changed the lives of everyone living in that society.
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Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: After reading the model essay, deconstruct the ideas in the essay by using this essay planner. 
	Introduction: Hook and Focus Statement



	Introduction: Background Information and Context



	Body Paragraph 1 What is one important way Islam affected Middle Eastern society?


	Topic sentence



	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like before Islam?


	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like after the establishment of Islam?


	Evidence 

Specific information/facts about the impact of Islam on Middle Eastern society.
	Elaboration on evidence

What was involved in this change? Why was this change important?



Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay

	Concluding sentence



	Body Paragraph 2 What is another important way Islam affected Middle Eastern society?


	Topic sentence



	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like before Islam?


	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like after the establishment of Islam?


	Evidence 

Specific information/facts about the impact of Islam on Middle Eastern society.
	Elaboration on evidence

What was involved in this change? Why was this change important?


	Concluding sentence



	Body Paragraph 3 What is another important way Islam affected Middle Eastern society?


	Topic sentence



	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like before Islam?



Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay

	Historical evidence What was Middle Eastern society like after the establishment of Islam?


	Evidence 

Specific information/facts about the impact of Islam on Middle Eastern society.
	Elaboration on evidence

What was involved in this change? Why was this change important?


	Concluding sentence



	Drawing Conclusions

Historical analysis: What seem to be the long-term impacts of Islam on society outside of the Middle East? How did one idea make a difference?



Exit Ticket: Looking Ahead

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Respond to the questions below. 
1. Which part of writing a historical essay do you anticipate will be the most challenging for you, after your experience working with the model essay today? Why?
2. What do you think will be most rewarding about writing a historical essay? Why?
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