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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 3: Lesson 7

Crafting a Conclusion:
Articulating the Significance of a Topic 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Analyze the effects of the Black Death on Europe. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.7)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Analyze multiple causes and effects of events in the past. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.5, CS.8–12.6, CS.8–12.9 and C3 Framework D2.His.15.9–12)

Literacy

· Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical events, scientific procedures/experiments, or technical processes. (CCSS WHST.9–10.2)
· Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)

· Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant for a specific purpose and audience. (CCSS WHST.9–10.4)

· Draw on evidence from informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. (CCSS WHST.9–10.9)
	Formal Writing Assessment (Mid Unit 3 Assessment): Black Death essay 

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze the conclusion in a model essay in order to understand how to craft a conclusion.
	Essay Planner: Black Death Essay

Essay draft


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Analyzing Evidence Review (5 minutes)

2. Work Time

A. Mini Lesson: Crafting an Analytical Conclusion (15 minutes)
B. Independent Work Time: Planning Analytical Conclusions (30 minutes)

3. Closing 
A. Sharing Analyses (5 minutes)
B. Homework Introduction (5 minutes) 
4. Homework

Draft the conclusion paragraph for the Black Death essay.
	· Entry Task: Analyzing Evidence Review (one per student)

· Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” (one per student and one to display; from Lesson 1)
· Document camera (optional)
· Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· Analytical Conclusion anchor chart (new; co-created with students during Work Time A)
· Essay Planner: Black Death Essay (one per student; from Lesson 2)

· Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart (one per student; from Unit 2, Lesson 11)


	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students focus on planning the conclusion for their Black Death essays. By analyzing the model essay, students see that the conclusion paragraph is where the author of the model essay did most of the historical analysis. Students practiced this skill of analyzing evidence throughout Unit 2. Refer to that practice as needed in order to support students as they work to analyze the model essay and plan their own conclusions. 
· In advance of the lesson, consider analyzing the conclusion paragraph of Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam” using the questions in Work Time A. Identify the sentences students focus on, as well as any sentences that may be challenging or misleading for students. Based on that, consider how to support students in understanding how to create a strong analytical conclusion. 
· In Work Time A, students help co-create an Analytical Conclusion anchor chart as they deconstruct the conclusion of the model essay. It is important to capture student understanding of the purpose of each chunk of text in the conclusion, so that students have a checklist to refer to as they plan and write their own conclusions. 
· In advance:
· Consider analyzing the conclusion paragraph of Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.”


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· Plan how you will check in with students during Work Time B.

· Post learning targets.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	
	· For students who need additional support, consider providing sentence stems that indicate analysis. 
· Some students will benefit from more frequent check-ins as they continue to work on their conclusion. Consider planning ahead of time which students will need more support and when to work with them individually or in small groups. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Analyzing Evidence Review (5 minutes)
· Distribute the Entry Task: Analyzing Evidence Review to students. 


	Work Time

	A. Mini Lesson: Crafting an Analytical Conclusion (15 minutes)

· Invite students to share their entry task with a partner. 
· Explain to students that the goal of today’s lesson is for them to plan the conclusion of their historical essay. First, they will look to the model essay to learn how an analytical conclusion is structured and what type of ideas it contains. 
· Ask students to locate their copies of the Model Essay: “The Spread of Islam.” Project the conclusion paragraph of the model essay using a document camera. 
· Read the conclusion paragraph aloud once, inviting students to follow along on their own copies. 
· Remind students that they have done analysis like this in Unit 2. Pose the following questions, allowing students time to talk with a partner before calling on students to share out: 


	Work Time (continued)

	· “Which part of the conclusion is the analysis?”

· “How can you tell it is the analysis?”

· “How does the conclusion relate to the ideas in the rest of the essay?”

· “What question might the author have asked that prompted this sort of analysis?”  

· Prompt students to locate their Essay Planner: Deconstructing the Model Essay. 

· Let students know that they will now consider how the author of the model essay might have completed the essay planner. Guide students through this analysis by posing two questions about chunks of the conclusion, recording the class thinking on the Analytical Conclusion anchor chart: “What is the purpose of the sentence(s)? What might the author have included in her essay planner to prepare to write the sentence(s)?” The chunks of the conclusion are outlined here:

· The first sentence: “The effects of Islam on multiple aspects of society show that ideas can have great power.”
· The next three sentences: “We know that war can change the world, and technology can have vast and far-reaching effects. It may seem strange to think that an idea, something that resides in the human mind and cannot even be seen or touched, can have such power. Yet it seems clear that, at least in the case of Islam, an idea can change the world.”
· The next two sentences: “Islam began as a single idea, taught by a single person, in a single place. The spread of that idea greatly affected the culture, social groups, and economy of the Middle East and indeed much of the Mediterranean world.”
· The next four sentences: “Islam’s teachings about the unity of God changed how people thought about and practiced their religion. These new religious beliefs changed how people thought about the value of different individuals and groups in society. As the unity of believers preached by Islam took political form, it led to a unified empire. This empire, bound by a common language and belief system, made increased long-distance trade possible, which brought great prosperity.” 
· The last two sentences: “A single idea created a new political and economic reality and transformed culture and social groups. As a result, it changed the lives of everyone living in that society.”

· Let students know that they will now plan their own conclusions. Emphasize that it is important to ask questions about the significance or broad impact of historical evidence in order to arrive at the kind of analysis that students need in their conclusions.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Independent Work Time: Planning Analytical Conclusions (30 minutes)

· Prompt students to locate their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay. 
· Ask students to look at the space for planning the conclusion paragraph. Call on a student to read the box “Drawing Conclusions”: “Historical analysis: How did one initial event create lasting change? What seem to be the long-term impacts of the Black Death?”
· Invite students to turn and talk about what question their analysis will address in their conclusions. 
· Let students know that they will have the rest of class to plan their essay’s conclusion. Emphasize that the conclusion must follow logically from the evidence and reasons they included in their body paragraphs. Remind them that they may wish to refer to their Understanding How the Black Death Affected European Society chart as they work. 
· Circulate, giving support and feedback as appropriate. 


	Closing

	A. Sharing Analyses (5 minutes)
· Explain that students will talk through the analysis that they’ve planned for their conclusion with a partner. Each partner should listen, say one thing that is strong about his/her partner’s plan, and offer one thing that could be improved. 
· Encourage students to note their partner’s feedback on their Essay Planner: Black Death Essay.  

	B. Homework Introduction (5 minutes)
· Let students know that the homework is to draft their conclusion paragraph for their historical essays based on the plan they created today.


	Homework

	· Draft the conclusion paragraph for the Black Death essay.


Entry Task: Analyzing Evidence Review

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Analyzing historical evidence is a critical skill that all historians use. Match the following evidence with the analysis that best explains its significance.

	
	Evidence


	
	Analysis

	A
	Anyone who became a Muslim was an equal with other Muslims in the eyes of God.

 
	1
	This is important because communication is critical for trade, which strengthened the economy of the caliphate. 
   

	B
	Muslims believe that the Koran should be read in Arabic, the language that Mohammad spoke.


	2
	This is significant because, after the arrival of Islam, clans shared religious beliefs, which united them. 

	C
	Islam teaches that there was only one God, Allah, and that Muslims are to submit to his will.
	3
	This is significant because it affected the social structures of the Middle East. 
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