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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 1: Lesson 15

The Great Learning:
Discussion about a Just Society 



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe Confucian teachings about what makes a just society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.23)
Literacy

· Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information. (CCSS RH.9–10.1)
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL 9–10.1)
Disciplinary Thinking
· Analyze change and continuity within a historical era and among several eras. (Informed by C3 Framework D2.His.2.9–12)
· Interpret the past within its own context, rather than through the lens of beliefs and knowledge today. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.8)
	Performance Task (in Unit 3): Socratic Seminar
End of Unit 1 Assessment

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can analyze quotes from a primary source text about Confucian ideas.

· I can engage in a collaborative text-based discussion about The Great Learning to more fully develop my own thinking about a just society.
	Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning



	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes (10 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Guided Practice: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes (15 minutes)

B. Text-Based Discussion: Connect, Extend, Challenge (25 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Reflecting on a Just Society (10 minutes) 
4. Homework

Now that you have studied the civil service exam system and read excerpts from The Great Learning, consider what ideas from your study of ancient China you might add to your My Beliefs about a Just Society note-catcher. Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).
	· Entry Task: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes (one per student and one to display
· Excerpts from The Great Learning (from Lesson 14; one per student and one to display)

· Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning (from Lesson 14; one per student)

· Final Word protocol (one to display; see Appendix)
· Norms for Discussion anchor chart (begun in Lesson 1)

· Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart (begun in Lesson 5)




	Teaching Notes

	· In this lesson, students practice explaining and analyzing quotes. The entry task is designed not only to provide a model of strong work, but also to provide non-examples that represent mistakes students frequently make when doing this type of work.

· In Work Time B, students use the Final Word protocol to discuss The Great Learning. Review this protocol in advance and decide how to structure it so your students will be successful. Consider setting groups in advance and whether to limit students’ responses to a quote to 30 seconds rather than 1 minute. Students deliberately write before they speak in this protocol, and this step is critical to their success in thinking through ideas before articulating them. Students are building toward the performance task (a Socratic Seminar), and the Final Word protocol’s structure will help to build the necessary skills. 
· This lesson draws on the thinking routine called “Connect, Extend, Challenge.” See Making Thinking Visible by Ron Ritchharrt, Mark Church, and Karin Morrison for more detail on this routine (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2001). Students work with these ideas in more depth in Unit 2.
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Review the Final Word protocol.
· Post the connect, extend, challenge explanation for Work Time B.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	connect, extend, challenge
	· Consider working directly with struggling readers as they explain and analyze the second quote in Work Time A.
· Consider providing sentence stems for students to use in explaining their quotes in the Final Word protocol in Work Time B.


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes (10 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes. 
· Call on students to share out. Consider asking for a show of hands, and then call on one or two students who raised their hands to explain their choice and their reasoning for not choosing the other options.

· In the debrief, point out that explaining a quote means using your own words and also using your understanding of the text as a whole. Point out that analysis should center on the text (not on your own beliefs, as option 1 does) and that it might directly connect to the aspects of society. 
· Direct students’ attention to the posted learning targets and read them aloud. First, they will return to The Great Learning to explain and analyze more quotes. Then, they will have the opportunity to discuss the text and see how it has affected their own thinking about a just society. Express your interest in hearing their continued thinking on the question of what makes a just society and remind them that reading and discussing this text is helping them prepare for the performance task.


	Work Time

	A. Guided Practice: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes (15 minutes)

· Ask students to take out Excerpts from The Great Learning and Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning.

· Tell them that they are now going to explain and analyze several quotes from The Great Learning. The first one was part of the entry task; the second one is written on the Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning chart. They should find a third quote themselves.

· Invite students to work alone or with partners to complete this part of the chart.

· Depending on students’ ability to do this well, consider doing a short debrief after they have explained and analyzed the second quote and before they find their own quote.
· Congratulate students on their strong work with this challenging text.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Text-Based Discussion: Connect, Extend, Challenge (25 minutes)
· Remind students that each time they read a new “voice of social justice,” they will reflect on how this perspective shapes their own thinking.

· On the board, write the following explanations:

· Connect: Which ideas in the text connect to what you already knew or believed about a just society?

· Extend: Which ideas in the text extend or broaden your thinking about a just society?

· Challenge: Which ideas in the text challenged your thinking? Which ideas do you have a question about?
· Briefly review. 

· Display the Final Word protocol and briefly review and model it. Each student will choose a quote to share. He/she will share the quote, along with an explanation of how this quote connected to, extended, or challenged his/her thinking. Then, as other students respond, they will share whether that quote connected to, extended, or challenged their thinking. 
· Give students 5 minutes to prepare for this conversation. They should underline or star the quote they plan to share and write their comment in the margin next to it. 
· Direct students to move into groups of four, select a time-keeper, and begin their Final Word protocol. 
· When the protocol is done, ask several students to share out stars and stairs about how well their group used the protocol to understand the text and develop their own thinking. They can refer to the Norms for Discussion anchor chart as they do so.
· Finally, ask students to pair-share: What ideas in this text about a just society are universal? Add to the Universal Ideas about a Just Society anchor chart as appropriate.


	Closing

	A. Reflecting on a Just Society (10 minutes)
· Ask students to complete the final box on Voices of Social Justice: The Great Learning. 


	Homework

	· Now that you have studied the civil service exam system and read excerpts from The Great Learning, consider what ideas from your study of ancient China you might add to your My Beliefs about a Just Society note-catcher. Prepare for the End of Unit 1 Assessment (see study guide).


Entry Task: Explaining and Analyzing Quotes
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Today you will explain and analyze several quotes from The Great Learning. Read through these examples of how to explain and analyze a quote. Circle the strongest entry in each column.
	Quote from The Great Learning
	Circle the best entry in each column

	
	What the quote means
	What this quote suggests about a just society

(refer to aspects)

	“From the Son of Heaven to the common person

for all alike

refining the person is the root.”
	Everyone from the Son of Heaven to the common person should refine his person.
	This means that in a just society, people in all social groups should be equal.

	
	All refine themselves.
	This means that in a just society, individuals in all social groups are responsible for their own behavior and attitudes.

	
	This quote means that there will be order in society when every person, from the ruler down to ordinary people, sets his own mind, behavior, and household in order.
	This means that in a just society, the leader of the government must refine himself. 
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