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	World HISTORY: Module 1: Unit 2: Lesson 2

The Origins of Islam:

Watching Islam: Empire of Faith, Part 1



	Outcomes 
	Upcoming Summative Assessment

	Content

· Describe Middle Eastern society before Islam. (Informed by MA HSS WHI3)

· Explain the origins, central beliefs, and spread of Islam. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.1, WHI.2, WHI3, WHI.18, WHI.19)
· Analyze how Islam affected society. (Informed by MA HSS WHI.3, WHI.4, WHI.5)
Literacy

· Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including vocabulary describing political, social, or economic aspects of history/social science. (CCSS RH.9–10.4)
· Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. (CCSS SL.9–10.1)
· Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally), evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. (CCSS SL.9–10.2)
Disciplinary Thinking

· Connect specific events in history to their larger context. (Informed by MA HSS CS.8–12.7; C3 Framework D2.His.1.9–12)
	Mid-Unit 2 Assessment

	Daily Learning Targets
	Ongoing Assessment

	· I can explain the origins and central beliefs of Islam.

· I can learn about world history from a video. 
	“Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher
Islam: Empire of Faith video notes


	Agenda
	Materials

	1. Opening

A. Entry Task: Reviewing the Reading (15 minutes) 
2. Work Time

A. Video: The Origins of Islam (30 minutes)

B. Guided Practice: Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society Chart (10 minutes)

3. Closing 

A. Introducing Homework: Frayer Model (5 minutes)

4. Homework

Complete the Frayer model: Islam.
	· Entry Task: Reviewing the Reading (one per student)
· “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher (one per student; from Lesson 1)

· Islam: Empire of Faith (video; see Teaching Notes)

· Islam: Empire of Faith video notes, Part 1 (one to display and one per student)

· Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society chart (one to display and one per student)

· Frayer model: Islam (one per student)




	Teaching Notes

	· The entry task includes a brief discussion of the purpose of the article that students read for homework. The “Understanding Islam” article, the Empire of Faith PBS video, and the “World of Islam” article that students begin reading in Lesson 3 were all created to help Americans understand Islam in the years following 9/11. More than other historical texts, these sources tend to respond explicitly or implicitly to the association of Islam and terrorism. There is not time for a long conversation with students about this, but consider briefly noting it for them. 
· In this lesson, students learn about the origins of Islam by watching about 20 minutes of the PBS series Islam: Empire of Faith. Students will begin reading a more complex text about Islam in Lesson 3 (“The World of Islam”); becoming acquainted with the topic through other means (the poster session, a less complex text, and video) will help them be successful with the more challenging article about Islam.
· Citation: Islam: Empire of Faith. Dir. Robert Gardner. PBS, 2005. DVD.
· Suggestions for use: This is a series of three DVDs. In this lesson, you show the first 20 minutes of the first program. 
· Students are not likely to learn what they need to learn from a video unless you carefully structure their interaction with it and provide opportunities to watch some parts again and to stop periodically to discuss what they’ve learned. The Empire of Faith video notes are intended to support this process. Notice that this isn’t a note-taking lesson: The notes include some specific details that students might miss. The notes also include places for students to stop and talk; the lesson plan calls for this to be a Think-Pair-Share because it’s important to have students grapple independently, talk through their thinking with a partner, and confirm their understanding in a whole class conversation. 


	Teaching Notes (continued)

	· In this lesson, students also begin completing the Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society chart. This chart is just like the chart they completed for ancient China, except that it includes space for “before” and “after” Islam. This will support more detailed thinking and analysis about how Islam affected society in the Middle East, Africa, and Europe. It continues the work with cause-and-effect thinking from Unit 1 and is important to writing the Black Death essay in Unit 3. You will need to keep reminding students that, unlike with China, this chart isn’t about “one” society—it refers to a number of societies that were connected as Islam spread. 
· For homework, students complete a modified Frayer model for Islam. Encourage them to use many of the related terms they have learned; you might post a list of terms on the board for students to use. See the list included in Work Time B.
· In advance:
· Post learning targets.
· Watch the video clip and prepare to debrief students on the relevant parts of the video notes.


	Vocabulary
	Suggestions for Further Differentiation

	Scriptures, sect, Mohammad, Islam, Muslim, Mecca, Kaaba, prophet, revelation, Koran, polytheistic, monotheistic, Allah, oral tradition, Arabic
	· For students who might struggle to process the information in the video, consider providing more guided notes with sentence stems and fill-in-the-blank items.
· Notice any student who didn’t complete the homework successfully and consider what might help him or her be successful. In this unit, students are expected to read several complex texts for homework. The ability to do this out of class is critical for high school and college success, but some ninth-graders may need coaching and support. 


	Opening

	A. Entry Task: Reviewing the Reading (15 minutes)
· Distribute Entry Task: Reviewing the Reading, and ask students to complete it independently. The process of looking for answers will help build familiarity with this content.
· Ask students to take out their “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” article and the “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher. 
· Briefly review correct answers to the entry task. Consider telling students that Mohammad’s life was significantly more complicated than this, and they will learn more about it today.

· Answer clarifying questions about vocabulary from the note-catcher. 
· Think-Pair-Share:

· Question 4 from the “Understanding Islam” Strong Reader note-catcher: What is the purpose of the author of of this article? How can you tell?

· Which of the questions that you developed yesterday were answered when you did the reading? What are you still wondering? (Consider adding these questions to the ongoing list.)
· Review the learning targets for today. 


	Work Time

	A. Video: The Origins of Islam (30 minutes)

· Show Islam: Empire of Faith, Part 1 from the beginning until minute 21.
· Pause periodically to let students record what they are learning on the Islam: Empire of Faith video notes, Part 1. 
· Questions 4 and 7 are particularly important, so you may wish to show the clips related to those questions twice. Make sure to debrief students on those questions (and others as necessary) as a class.


	Work Time (continued)

	B. Guided Practice: Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society Chart (10 minutes)

· Display and distribute the Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society chart. Point out its similarity to the chart on China: The aspects are the same and the purpose is the same. Point out that this chart includes a “before” and “after” section, which is new.
· Tell students that today they are going to focus on the before and after for culture (focusing on religion) and social groups. Model with social groups. For before, you might refer to the video notes about Bedouin society to point out that, before, tribal and divisions were very important—in fact, these groups often fought each other. Afterward, tribal divisions were less important, and all Muslims were supposed to be treated equally, even poor people and women.
· Ask students to Think-Pair-Share about the before and after for culture, focusing on religion. You may need to prompt them to draw on Questions 4 and 7 from their Islam: Empire of Faith video notes, Part 1. Remind them that, as with the chart on China, they should put ideas in their own words, focus on the most important ideas, and look for ideas about religion (not other aspects of society). 
· Be supportive when students share, but make sure to correct any misunderstandings. Ensure that the displayed copy of Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society chart is accurate, as students will use these notes to study for the Mid-Unit 2 Assessment. Encourage students to copy ideas from the displayed chart onto their own charts. Words that should be added to the chart: Mohammad, Islam, Koran, monotheism, polytheism.


	Closing

	A. Introducing Homework: Frayer Model (5 minutes) 
· Distribute the Frayer model: Islam.

· Help students notice the similarities to and differences from the Frayer model they did in Unit 1.


	Homework

	· Complete the Frayer model: Islam.


Entry Task: Reviewing the Reading

	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Use the “Understanding Islam: Its Birth and Ascent” article and your notes to answer these questions.

1. Islam began with Mohammad. Put the events from his life in order. Write a “1” next to the first, “2” next to the second, etc.

____  Mohammad died at age 62.

____  Mohammad became a merchant.

____  Mohammad was born in 570 in what is now the city of Mecca, in Saudi Arabia.

____  Many people began to follow Mohammad’s teachings.

____  Mohammad reported that he was receiving revelations from God.

2. The chart below describes some things that an observant Muslim might do. They are the Five Pillars of Islam. Label each one correctly. The first one has been done for you as an example.

	Arabic name
	What it means
	What an observant Muslim might do

	Salat
	Formal worship
	Pray five times a day, facing Mecca and bowing

	
	
	Make a pilgrimage to Mecca

	
	
	Fast (avoid food or drink) from sunrise to sunset for one month

	
	
	Say, “There is no god but Allah, and Mohammad is His Servant and Messenger”

	
	
	Give money to the poor


Islam: Empire of Faith Video Notes, Part 1
	Name:

	Date:


Directions: Complete this as you watch the video Islam: Empire of Faith, Part 1 (minutes 0–21). Your teacher will pause the video periodically.
The video begins with a muezzin giving the call to prayer. 
1. Three important words and phrases in the call to prayer:

Muhammad was born in the year 570 in the town of Mecca on the Arabian Peninsula. 
2. How did it affect Muhammad to be an orphan?

3. Muhammad spent many years as a child living with the Bedouin, nomadic herders who lived in the desert. The video explains two important features of this society.

· Oral tradition
· Define this:

· Why does the video say that some of the most important people in the tribe were the poets? 

· Conflict between clans 
· Why was the protection of a tribe essential for survival?

· Clans fought over grazing land, trade routes, and wells.

(about minute 9:50)
4. When Mohammad was growing up, most people were polytheistic, meaning they worshipped many gods. 
· What were some gods that the Bedouin worshipped?

· Describe the Kaaba, a site in Mecca. 
· What was it?

Islam: Empire of Faith Video Notes, Part 1
· Why was the Kaaba important religiously?

· Why was the Kaaba important economically?

(About minute 12:45)

Muhammad became a successful merchant and at age 25 married Khadija, a wealthy widow.

5. Muhammad is described as “good at resolving disputes” and “interested in religious questions.” What evidence does the video offer of these two traits?
(About minute 15:30)
At around age 40, Mohammad’s life changed. 
6. Why does the video describe the experience Mohammad had in a cave above Mecca as “the defining moment of his life”?
7. The video says that the central teaching of Islam was “simple but radical: there is only one God.”

· What were the religious implications of this?

· How did this affect the idea of tribal divisions? Why?

· What is the connection between this teaching and the idea of social justice?
8. The video discusses the ways in which the original teachings of Islam were shared orally, drawing on the strong oral tradition in that culture. Why were Mohammad’s teachings eventually written down into what we call the Koran (also spelled Quran)?
Stop at 21:00

Understanding How the Spread of Islam Affected Society Chart
	Name:

	Date:


	Aspect of society
(add specific terms here)
	Evidence about the Effects of the Spread of Islam

	Analysis

Why were the effects of the spread of Islam important?

	
	Society before Islam 
	Society after Islam
	

	Government
	
	
	

	Economy
	
	
	

	Culture
	
	
	

	Social groups
	
	
	

	Environment
	
	
	


Frayer Model: Islam

	Name:

	Date:
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	Characteristics



	Examples of what an observant Muslim might believe/do


	               Important terms related to Islam and their definitions


Islam
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