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“Loyalists”
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
The Loyalists were colonists who stayed loyal to Britain and King George III during the American Revolution. They were against American independence. There were about 500,000 Loyalists when the American Revolution started in 1775. That was about 16 percent of the total population.


Loyalists, also known as Tories, lived in all the colonies. They were strongest in the south, especially Georgia and South Carolina. Many also lived in the Mid-Atlantic colonies. New York had at least three times as many Loyalists as any other colony.


Gist: Loyalists were colonists loyal to Britain.

Who Were the Loyalists?

Many important and powerful people were Loyalists. Thomas Hutchinson was a famous historian and governor of Massachusetts. John Copley of Massachusetts was a famous painter. Peter Harrison of Rhode Island was the greatest architect of the time. Some Loyalists, like Joseph Galloway of Pennsylvania, did not like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies. But they remained loyal to Britain. They did not want to break away from their country.

Gist: Some important, powerful, and famous people, including historians, painters, and architects, were Loyalists.

Even Benjamin Franklin’s son William was a Loyalist. He was the colonial governor of New Jersey. His father urged him to join the patriot cause, but he refused. The patriots put William in jail in 1776. He was released in 1778 and went to New York City, which was occupied by British forces. There he became head of the Board of Associated Loyalists. The Board helped direct Loyalist military activities. William Franklin left New York for Britain in 1782 and never returned.

Gist: Benjamin Franklin’s son was a Loyalist even though his father was a famous Patriot.


Most colonists who worked for Britain as crown officials were Loyalists. But Loyalists came from other groups as well. Rich people and poor people joined the Loyalist ranks. They were bakers and bankers, farmers and sailors. Every religious group had its share of Loyalists, too. Their ancestries were English, Irish, Welsh, Scottish, German, and Dutch.

Gist: Loyalists were all kinds of people, including rich and poor, with different religious beliefs and different backgrounds.

Some black slaves joined the Loyalist cause. They had been offered freedom by the Loyalist leaders. But there were far more American Indians who sided with Britain. Joseph Brant, the leader of the Mohawks, remained loyal to Britain. So did some of the other leaders of the Iroquois Confederacy. Brant was even made a captain in the British Army. In 1777 and 1778, he led Indian forces against American settlements in New York and Pennsylvania.

Gist: Some black slaves and a lot of American Indians were Loyalists.

The patriots fought hard for their cause during the Revolution. The Loyalists did too. Some were spies. Some served in the regular British Army. Others fought in militias. About 19,000 men fought in more than 40 Loyalist units. The largest of these was Cortlandt Skinner’s New Jersey Volunteers.

Gist: Both sides fought hard for their cause.
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“Loyalists”


Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
The Loyalists were colonists who stayed loyal to Britain and King George III during the American Revolution. They were against American independence. There were about 500,000 Loyalists when the American Revolution started in 1775. That was about 16 percent of the total population.


Loyalists, also known as Tories, lived in all the colonies. They were strongest in the south, especially Georgia and South Carolina. Many also lived in the Mid-Atlantic colonies. New York had at least three times as many Loyalists as any other colony.

Who Were the Loyalists?

Many important and powerful people were Loyalists. Thomas Hutchinson was a famous historian and governor of Massachusetts. John Copley of Massachusetts was a famous painter. Peter Harrison of Rhode Island was the greatest architect of the time. Some Loyalists, like Joseph Galloway of Pennsylvania, did not like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies. But they remained loyal to Britain. They did not want to break away from their country.

Even Benjamin Franklin’s son William was a Loyalist. He was the colonial governor of New Jersey. His father urged him to join the patriot cause, but he refused. The patriots put William in jail in 1776. He was released in 1778 and went to New York City, which was occupied by British forces. There he became head of the Board of Associated Loyalists. The Board helped direct Loyalist military activities. William Franklin left New York for Britain in 1782 and never returned.

Most colonists who worked for Britain as crown officials were Loyalists. But Loyalists came from other groups as well. Rich people and poor people joined the Loyalist ranks. They were bakers and bankers, farmers and sailors. Every religious group had its share of Loyalists, too. Their ancestries were English, Irish, Welsh, Scottish, German, and Dutch.

Some black slaves joined the Loyalist cause. They had been offered freedom by the Loyalist leaders. But there were far more American Indians who sided with Britain. Joseph Brant, the leader of the Mohawks, remained loyal to Britain. So did some of the other leaders of the Iroquois Confederacy. Brant was even made a captain in the British Army. In 1777 and 1778, he led Indian forces against American settlements in New York and Pennsylvania.

The patriots fought hard for their cause during the Revolution. The Loyalists did too. Some were spies. Some served in the regular British Army. Others fought in militias. About 19,000 men fought in more than 40 Loyalist units. The largest of these was Cortlandt Skinner’s New Jersey Volunteers.
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Research Note-Catcher: Loyalists
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, W.4.8

Who were the Loyalists, and what did they believe?
	Source

	Who were they? What did they believe?
	Evidence from the text

	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak
	What? that people should pay the tax
	“I say, PAY IT!”

	Colonial Voices: Hear Them Speak
	What? prefer the king to the Patriots
	“I prefer the King to a  rabble-rousing mob!”

	“Loyalists”
	Who? colonists loyal to Britain
	“The Loyalists were colonists who stayed loyal to Britain and King George III during the American Revolution.”

	“Loyalists”
	What? against American independence
	 “They were against American independence.”

	“Loyalists”
	Who? important, powerful, and famous people
	“Many important and powerful people were Loyalists.”

	“Loyalists”
	What? Some Loyalists didn’t like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies.
	“Some Loyalists, like Joseph Galloway of Pennsylvania, did not like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies.”

	“Loyalists”
	What? did not want to break away from Britain
	“They did not want to break away from their country.”


	Source


	Who were they? What did they believe?
	Evidence from the text

	“Loyalists”
	Who? people from the famous Patriot families
	“Even Benjamin Franklin’s son William was a Loyalist. He was the colonial governor of New Jersey. His father urged him to join

	“Loyalists”
	Who? colonists who were crown officials
	“Most colonists who worked for Britain as crown officials were Loyalists.”

	“Loyalists”
	Who? all different kinds of people: English, Irish, Welsh, Scottish, German, and Dutch, rich, poor, from different religions
	“Rich people and poor people joined the Loyalist ranks.”

“Every religious group had its share of Loyalists, too. Their ancestries were English, Irish, Welsh, Scottish, German, and Dutch.”

	“Loyalists”
	Who? some black slaves
	“Some black slaves joined the Loyalist cause.”

	“Loyalists”
	Who? American Indians
	“But there were far more American Indians who sided with Britain. Joseph Brant, the leader of the Mohawks, remained loyal to Britain. So did some of the other leaders of the Iroquois Confederacy.


1.  Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5)
chronology

comparison

description
problem/solution
Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5)

1. describes who, what, where, or how

1. discusses similarities and differences

1. gives events in order

1. solves a problem
Research Note-Catcher: Loyalists

RI.4.1, RI.4.3, RI.4.4, RI.4.5, W.4.8

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Who were the Loyalists, and what did they believe?

	Source


	Who were they? What did they believe?
	Evidence from the text

	
	
	


2.  Part A: How would you describe the structure of this text? Underline the best answer. (RI.4.5)

chronology

comparison

description

problem/solution

Part B: Which clues in the text help you recognize the structure? (RI.4.1, RI.4.5)

2. describes who, what, where, or how

2. discusses similarities and differences

2. gives events in order

2. solves a problem

Loyalist Paragraph

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.4.1, RI.4.3, W.4.9b, L.4.1f, L.4.2b

In the American Revolution, some colonists were Patriots, some were Loyalists, and some didn’t have strong opinions either way. Loyalists were against American independence and did not want to break away from Britain, even though some of them did not like Britain’s harsh treatment of the colonies. Loyalists were all different kinds of people. Some were famous, some were rich, some were poor, some were crown officials, and some were from famous Patriot families like Benjamin Franklin’s son William. The text “Loyalists” says, “His father urged him to join the patriot cause, but he refused.” Some black slaves joined the Loyalist cause because “they had been offered freedom by the Loyalist leaders.” A lot of American Indians also joined, including Joseph Brant, the leader of the Mohawks. Both the Loyalists and the Patriots fought hard for their cause during the American Revolution.
“Revolutionary War, Part II”

War and Independence

The American Revolution is also called the Revolutionary War and the American War of Independence. The first shots of that war were fired on April 19, 1775. British troops were in Lexington, Massachusetts, searching for hidden arms. Waiting for the British were 77 minutemen. They were colonists who were trained to be “ready in a minute.” No one knows who fired first. But eight Americans were killed. That same day, British and American soldiers fought again at nearby Concord. The news spread through the colonies, which quickly prepared for war.

But not all colonists were ready for a complete break with Britain. Hundreds of thousands were still loyal to Britain and its king. They opposed independence. They were known as Loyalists or Tories. Hundreds of thousands of other colonists were neutral. They were not sure if they wanted a complete break with Britain.

The question of independence was finally decided at the Second Continental Congress. That Congress began in Philadelphia on May 1775, the month after the fighting started. At first, the delegates were just as divided as the rest of the colonists. They debated the issue for more than a year. Finally, the delegates adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776. It declared that the 13 colonies were “free and independent states.”

The Congress decided to create a Continental Army, and it picked George Washington to lead it. In addition, it adopted the Articles of Confederation. This created a confederation, or loose union, of the 13 states. The Articles also set up a legislature called the Congress of the Confederation. The Congress was the central government of the Confederation.
“Revolutionary War.” The New Book of Knowledge. Grolier Online, 3 Dec. 2013. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission of Scholastic Library Publishing Inc.
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