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Close Reading Guide: Excerpt of the 
Declaration of Independence, Part II
(For Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4
	Purpose and Notes
	· The purpose of this close read is for students to gain a greater understanding of this part of the text to prepare for a text-based discussion.

· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

· Consider breaking the excerpt into two chunks as shown in the guide below.

· Remind students of the vocabulary strategies listed on the Close Readers Do These Things anchor chart whenever the questions require them to determine the meaning of new vocabulary. Remind them to record new vocabulary in their vocabulary logs and add any new words to the Academic and Domain-Specific Word Walls.

· When underlining words, invite students to also underline or circle the same words on their text to focus their attention on the word.

	Excerpt of Text
(Reread aloud)
	Questions and Directions

	· “The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations”
	· Focus students on: “is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations.” Underline the words injuries and usurpations and ask:

“When it says injuries, what do you think it means? Do you think it means the king literally injured people? What else could it mean?” (caused suffering and damage)

“What are usurpations?” (taking power and property by force) “So what are repeated injuries and usurpations?” (doing things over and over to cause suffering and taking things by force)

“How would you say this section of the excerpt in your own words?” (This king has done many things to cause suffering and take things by force.)


	· “all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.”
	· Focus students on: “the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these states.” Underline establishment and tyranny and ask:

“What does establishment mean? Can you see a word in establishment that you recognize that might help you figure out the meaning of the word?” (establish, which means to set up; establishment means the process of setting up)

“What does tyranny mean? You saw this word in your Unit 1 informational texts.” (ruling cruelly)

· Focus students on “all having in direct object” and ask:

“What does object mean in this context? Does it mean a thing, like this pencil?” (No; it means the point or purpose.)

“How does this phrase connect the first part of the sentence, about the history of the king, to this part?” (It says that the point or purpose of the king doing many things to cause suffering and take things by force was to set up a cruel rule of the states.)

· Guide students to complete their Close Reading Note-catcher: Excerpt of the Declaration of Independence, Part II in pairs: a pair will choose a character, and both will work together to research in Acts I and II. Ensure students understand that although the excerpt of text talks only about the king, it means the king and the British government he is head of.


Close Reading Note-catcher: Excerpt of the Declaration of Independence, Part II
(Example, For Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4


The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.

Declaration of Independence: A Transcription. U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. Accessed 25 Aug. 2016.

Choose one character in Divided Loyalties: Robert, William, Mary, or Abigail. From what you have read in Acts I and II, in your opinion, what would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not? Use your Divided Loyalties text to complete the note-catcher below.
	Character: Robert, William, Mary, Abigail

	What would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his situation, would he agree? Why or why not?
	Evidence/example from Divided Loyalties
(Act/Scene)

	Sample student responses: Robert would not agree with it. He supports the king and Britain and thinks Britain has only done the things necessary protect the colonies.
	· Act I, Scene 2: “That is true, Mrs. Smith. I still support the king.”
· Act I, Scene 2: “William, we are loyal to the king, and that’s final!
· Act I, Scene 3: “We have only one ruler here, and it is King George III.”
· Act II, Scene 1: “Britain is a great country with a long tradition, and I want my children to learn about it and respect it.”


	What would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his situation, would he agree? Why or why not?
	Evidence/example from Divided Loyalties
(Act/Scene)

	Mary would not agree with it. Like Robert, she supports the king and Britain and thinks Britain has protected the colonies.
	· Act I, Scene 1: “The governor simply supports King George, as he should.”
· Act II, Scene 1: “I am standing up for what I believe in, William. Your father and I believe in supporting the king.”

	William would probably agree. Although he never talks directly about the king, he frequently talks about how the British government is doing bad things for the colonies, and he joins the Sons of Liberty and fights in the Continental Army against the British.
	· Act II, Scene 1: “Thomas Paine explains that Great Britain will continue to tax us until we have nothing left.”

· Act II, Scene 2: “I am ready to join the Patriot army.”
· Act II, Scene 3: “We must be free of Great Britain. I think we can build a great new country.”
· Act II, Scene 3: “But one day we will all be better off, free from British control.”

	Abigail would probably agree, as she questions a lot of the decisions Robert and Mary make for the family and sneaks out with William to go to the Sons of Liberty meeting.
	· Act II, Scene 1: “Why are we loyal to a country that is so far away?”

· Act II, Scene 2: “William, are you going to a Sons of Liberty meeting? You must take me with you.”
· Act II, Scene 2: “I want to be a Patriot as much as you do.”


Close Reading Note-catcher: Excerpt of the Declaration of Independence, Part II
RL.4.1, RL.4.3, RI.4.1, RI.4.4, SL.4.1a, L.4.4

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States.
Declaration of Independence: A Transcription. U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript. Accessed 25 Aug. 2016.

Choose one character in Divided Loyalties: Robert, William, Mary, or Abigail. From what you have read in Acts I and II, in your opinion, what would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his or her situation, would he or she agree? Why or why not? Use your Divided Loyalties text to complete the note-catcher below.
	Character:

	What would the character think of this excerpt? Based on his situation, would he agree? Why or why not?
	Evidence/example from Divided Loyalties
(Act/Scene)

	
	


Tracking Progress: Collaborative Discussion

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Learning Target: I can participate in an effective collaborative discussion.

Standards I’m Tracking: SL.4.1

1. How am I doing?

· For each criterion, self-assess by putting a check mark in the appropriate column.

· Strive to be honest with yourself. Remember, your ability grows with your effort, so it’s fine if you aren’t there yet!

You will receive feedback on different colored sticky notes/flags, and in a different colored pen on the checklist. 

	Standard
	Characteristics of an Effective Collaborative Discussion
	4
Advanced
	3
Proficient
	2
Developing
	1
Beginning

	SL.4.1a
	I prepared for the discussion by reading the text(s).
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1a
	I use information from the text and other information I know about the topic in a discussion.
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1b
	I follow agreed-upon rules for the discussion.
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1b
	I carry out the role I have been given in a discussion.
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1c
	I ask questions to better understand what others are saying.
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1c
	I answer questions to help others understand my ideas.
	
	
	
	

	*SL.4.1c
	I link my ideas to those of others.
	
	
	
	

	SL.4.1d
	I explain the key ideas of a discussion and how my understanding has grown from it.
	
	
	
	


2. How have I improved since I last worked on this skill?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


3. How can I improve next time?

	

	


Teacher Response

	

	


	Anchor Standards: SL.1

By the end of Grade 12, I will be able to: Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing my own clearly and persuasively.


Character Analysis Paragraph: Act II, 
Scene 2—Abigail

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RL.4.1, RL.4.3

In Act II, Scene 2 of Divided Loyalties by Gare Thompson, William and Abigail go to a Sons of Liberty meeting and offer to help the Patriot cause. Abigail wants to be a Patriot, and she wants to do more than just knit socks. She says to William, “I want to be a Patriot as much as you do. I don’t just want to knit socks like the other women.” She is keen to be useful. When the soldier says he doesn’t need her, she says to him, “Women are fighting for your cause, too, sir. I can watch the soldiers and report their movements.” William and Abigail are both eager to help the Patriot cause.
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