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Come On, Rain! Close Read-aloud Guide

Time: 100 minutes (five 20–25 minute sessions)

Key Understandings: 

The heat and rain affect how Tess, Mamma, and the other characters feel and what they do. (Weather affects people’s lives.)
Living things (people, plants) need water to survive. Without water (in a drought), living things struggle.

Focusing Questions: 

How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters?

How does the cool, wet weather affect the characters?

Supporting Language and Engagement: 

Consider using a variety of total participation techniques (see Appendix) to engage students in the text-dependent questions during each session for the close-read aloud. In addition, consider incorporating additional movement, role-play, and modeling as needed to support students understanding and engagement.

Supporting Language and Engagement: 

During every session of the close read aloud, identify a variety of total participation techniques (see Appendix) to engage students in the text-dependent questions. In addition, consider incorporating additional movement, role-play, and modeling as needed to support students understanding and engagement.

Culminating Task: Before and After the Rain 

This will be an independent writing culminating task. On the Before and After the Rain response sheet, students will draw and write to show how one of the main characters, Mamma, feels and acts before and after the rain. 

	Session 1: General Understanding and Engagement

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Cover
	Introduction:
· Show the cover of the text Come On, Rain! and read the title aloud slowly, clearly, and with expression.

· Invite students to look at what the little girl on the cover is doing.

· Ask:

“What is she holding?” (an umbrella)

“What is she doing with her other hand?” (feeling for raindrops)

· Invite students to hold out their hand and pretend to feel for raindrops.

· Hold up the two informational texts from Unit 1, Weather Words and What They Mean and Weather (National Geographic Readers) so students can see the covers. Explain that these two books teach the reader information, but Come On, Rain! is a narrative text, or tells a story. It is a story about a little girl and her mamma and a rain shower coming.

· Explain that Karen Hesse is the author, and Jon Muth is the illustrator.

	Pages 1–28
	· Read aloud the entire text with minimal interruptions. Stop to provide word meanings or clarify only when you know the majority of your students will be confused.

· Review the main characters and setting in the story, helping students make the connection that place in this text is local rather than global. Share that this text is set in a large city in America.

· Invite students to Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner:

“Who are the main characters in this text?” (Tess, Mamma)

“Where is the setting, or the place, that the story happens?” (in Tess’s home, on the street close to her apartment building)

· Share that now students will experience making a rain shower again just like Tess is waiting for a rain shower in the text.


	Session 2: No Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 1
	· Explain to students that over the next few lessons, they will read the text Come On, Rain to learn about how the weather in the story affects the characters. Explain for the first part of the book they read the text closely to find out what the characters do and how they feel when the weather is hot and dry.

· Post and read aloud the first focus question, “How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters?”

· Underline the word affect and tell students that this word means to cause. Paraphrase the question for students by saying, “So this question is asking us to think about what the hot, dry weather causes the characters, like Tess to do and feel.”

· Ask:

“What do you do when it is hot outside? How does the hot weather affect you?” (answers may vary).

· Tell students that they will now read the text to learn how the characters in Come On, Rain are affected by hot, dry weather.

· Read the sentence on page 1 aloud.

· Reread the sentence, inviting students to join in to read the little girl’s words as you read aloud (“Come on, rain”).

· Ask:

“What does it mean to squint?” (to partly close the eyelids)

· Explain that Tess, the little girl, is squinting because the sun is bright.

· Invite students to pretend to squint while looking up at the sun.

· Introduce the Before the Rain anchor chart.

· Explain that in this text, the weather affects the characters in the story. On this chart, the class can record words the author uses to describe the hot, dry weather in the left-hand column. They can record how the weather affects what people do and how they feel when it is hot and dry in the other column.

· Add “Tess squints in sun” to the How This Affects Characters column of the chart.

	
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	
	Tess squints in the sun.


	Session 2: No Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 2
	· Read the first sentence of page 2 aloud.

· Ask:

“What has not happened for three weeks?” (no rain)

“Not a drop of what?” (rain, raindrops)

· Explain that parched means to make very dry by heating. Ask:

“Why are the plants parched?” (The plants are very dry because there has been a lot of sun or heat.)

“What does sagging mean?” (to bend, to grow weak)

“Why is Mamma sagging?” (the heat is making her feel weak)

“How do you know?” (Mamma’s shoulders are sagging in the illustration.)

· Add “parched” and “Mamma sags” to the chart.

	
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters 

	
	Parched
	Tess squints. Mamma sags.

	
	· Invite students to stand up and quietly show with their bodies how Mamma sags over her parched plants.

· Refocus whole group.

· Model a sentence frame to connect the weather to characters’ actions and feelings:

1. “What is the weather like on this page?”

“The weather is endless heat …”

2. “SO, what does Mamma do?”

“SO Mamma sags …”

3. “AND how does Mamma feel?”

“AND feels tired.”

	Page 3
	· Read the first section of page 3 aloud.

· Read the sentence “I am sizzling like a hot potato” aloud.

· Ask:

“What does sizzling mean?” (the crackling sound of hot oil)

“Is Tess really making a crackling sound?” (no)

“What do you think Tess means when she says she is sizzling

like a hot potato?” (She is really hot, like a cooked potato.)


	Session 2: No Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 3
	· Read the rest of page 3 aloud.
· Ask:

“What is Mamma wearing?” (a straw hat)

“Why do you think she is wearing a straw hat?” (It’s sunny and hot.)

	
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	Parched

sizzling
	Tess squints. 

Mamma sags.
Mamma wears a hat.

	
	· Ask:

“What should we add to the chart?” (add “sizzling” and “Mamma wears a hat” to the chart)

	Page 4
	· Read the first sentence on page 4 aloud.

· Reread the phrase “cats pant” and explain that to pant means to breathe in quick, short breaths. Cats and dogs pant when they are hot and need to cool down.

· Invite students to pretend to pant like a dog or cat. Add “pant” to the chart.

	
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	Parched

sizzling

pant
	Tess squints. 

Mamma sags.

Mamma wears a hat.

	
	· Reread the second section of page 4 aloud: “Not a sign of my friends Liz or Rosemary, not a peep from my pal Jackie-Joyce.”

· Ask:

“Why do you think her friends are quiet and not outside playing?” (too hot)

· Add “kids are inside/quiet” to the chart.


	Session 2: No Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 4
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	Parched

sizzling

pant
	Tess squints. 

Mamma sags.

Mamma wears a hat.
Kids are inside/quiet.

	
	· Invite students to Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner:

“Think back to what we have learned about the weather. What science clues make Tess believe it will rain soon?” (clouds rolling in, gray clouds, purple sky)

“How do you know?” (illustrations show gray clouds in the sky)

· Read the last section of page 4 aloud.

· Invite students to join in as you read, “Come on, rain,” again in a whisper voice.

· Ask:

“What is the weather like on this page?” (gray clouds, clouds rolling in, hot and dry)

· Invite a student to use the frame to tell the weather:
“The weather is _____.”

· Ask:

“So, what does Tess do?” (She looks for her friends on her street, watches the sky in her neighborhood, and tells the rain to come.)

· Invite a student to use the frame to tell something Tess does:

“So Tess _______.”

· Ask:

“And how does Tess feel?” (excited, hopeful)

· Invite a student to use the frame to tell how Tess feels:

“And Tess feels ________.”


	Session 2: No Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 5–6
	· Read pages 5–6 aloud.

· Invite students to add words and phrases to the chart; clarify definitions as needed. (crackling-dry, stuffy)

· Reread the line: “playing the same notes over and over”

· Ask:

“How do you think the music sounds to Tess?” 
(boring; the same)

“Why do you think the music might sound boring?”
(because Tess feels so hot and tired)

· Stop reading for this session and briefly review the phrases posted on the chart.

· Invite students to Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner:

“How do the characters feel because the weather is hot and dry?” (They feel tired, bored, sad; they don’t want to play outside.)

“What in the story makes you think so?” (They sag; they don’t want to play outside; the music sounds boring.)

· Help students use the chart and pictures in the text to support their inferences about how the characters feel.

	Session 3: Preparing for Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 7
	· In whole group, invite students to retell the main events of pages 1-6. While retelling, support students’ memories by showing the pictures in the text and modeling how to use them to recall events in sequence.

· Remind students of the purpose for the close read-aloud by posting and reviewing the first focus question: “How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters?” Remind them that they will record what they learn on the Before the Rain anchor chart.

· Read the first two sentences of page 7 aloud.

· Ask:

“How does it smell when the air is hot and dry?” (like hot tar and garbage)


	Session 3: Preparing for Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 7–9
	· Continue reading pages 7–9 aloud.

· Ask:

“What does ‘slick with sweat’ mean?” (wet from sweating)

“Who is ‘slick with sweat’?” (Tess)

· With their conversation partner, invite students to take turns pretending to make a glass of iced tea, putting ice into a glass and pouring in the sugar, and then giving it to their partner.

	Page 10
	· Read page 10 aloud, pausing after “... against her skin.”

· Reread the line: “Mamma presses the ice-chilled glass against her skin.”

· Ask:

“What do you think it means that the sweat trickles down her neck?” (Sweat runs down her neck; her neck is really sweaty.)

· Invite a few students to share their responses.

· Define trickles (falls or flows in drops or in a thin, weak stream).

· Ask:

“We know that sweat is trickling down Mamma’s neck, so why do you think she presses the cold glass to her skin?” (to get cool or cool off)

“How do you know?” (illustration of Mama holding the glass to her neck)

“What do we need to add to the chart from these pages?”

	
	· Add “Tess sweats” and “Mamma presses a cold glass to her skin” to the chart.

	
	Before the Rain

Hot and Dry

	
	Hot and Dry Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	Parched

sizzling

pant
crackling-dry

stuffy
	Tess squints. 

Mamma sags.

Mamma wears a hat.
Kids are inside/quiet.

Tess sweats.

Mamma presses a cold glass to her skin.


	Session 3: Preparing for Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Page 10
	· Invite students to think about Tess and work with a conversation partner to fill in the sentence frame using the information on pages 9–10.

· Reread the frame aloud:

“The weather is _________, so Tess ________ and feels _______.”

(“The weather is still very hot, SO Tess makes Mamma iced tea AND feels excited about the rain coming.”)

· Refocus the group and invite a few students to share their response whole group.

· Invite students to think about Mamma and work with a conversation partner to fill in the sentence frame using the information on pages 9–10.

· Reread the frame aloud:

“The weather is _________, so Mamma ________ and feels __________.” (“The weather is still very hot, SO Mamma pressed the cold glass to her skin AND feels tired and sad.”)

	Pages 11–12 
	· Read page 12 aloud.
· Model making your voice sound like a plea when you ask for something. (Example: “I really want some ice cream!)

· Invite students to join in as you read “Come on, rain” again as a plea.

· Ask:

“Why do you think Tess continues to say ‘Come on, rain’ using a louder and louder voice?” (She really wants it to rain; she is excited for rain.)

· Explain that Tess feels hopeful for the rain to come. Hopeful means you believe something will happen even when it has not happened yet.

	Pages 13–14
	· Read page 13 aloud, pausing after “... bolder.”

· Define sway (to swing back and forth or from side to side; rock) and invite students to make their arms sway like tree branches.

· Invite students to Think-Pair-Share with an elbow partner:

“What science clues make Tess believe it will rain soon?” (None of the insects are moving; the trees are moving; the sky is dark; the wind grows bolder and bolder.)

“How do you know?” (The sky looks really gray, and kids are holding out their hands for raindrops.)

· Read the remainder of page 13 aloud.


	Session 3: Preparing for Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 13–14
	· Invite all students to stand up quietly. Have some students pretend to be the children waiting for the rain, and some pretend to be the trees swaying in the wind.

· Reread page 13 aloud, re-enacting the scene. Students pretending to be trees should sway in the wind, and students pretending to be the children should hold up their hands for rain.

· Ask:

“Is it still hot and dry?” (no)

“How would you describe the weather now?” (cool and wet)

“What words and pictures in the story make you think so?”

· Introduce the After the Rain anchor chart and explain that the class can record words the author uses to describe the cool, wet weather in the left-hand column. Students can record how the weather affects what people do and how they feel when it is cool and wet in the other column.

	
	After the Rain

Cool and Wet

	
	Cool and Wet Words
	How This Affects Characters

	Session 4: Rain Comes!

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 1–14
	· Invite students to turn to an elbow partner and take turns retelling the main events of pages 1–14.

· Referring to the Before the Rain anchor chart remind students that they have been reading to answer the focus question, “How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters?”

· Post the After the Rain anchor chart and post the second focus question, “How does the cool, wet weather affect the characters?” Read the question aloud and remind students that this question is asking them to think about what characters like Tess and Mama do because of the rain.

	Pages 15–16
	· Read pages 15–16 aloud.


	Session 4: Rain Comes!

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 17–18
	· Read the first sentence of page 17 aloud.

· Define descends (moves downward or to a lower position).

· Ask:

“How is the weather changing on this page?” (air gets cooler, sky becomes gray all around, clouds burst with rain)

· Read the last sentence of page 17 aloud, inviting students to join in as you read, “Come on, rain!” using a shouting voice.

· Read page 18 aloud slowly and with expression.

· Ask:

“Are there any ‘cool and wet’ words we should add to our chart?” (streams)

	Pages 19–20
	· Read pages 19–20 aloud.

· Ask:

“Are there any ‘cool and wet’ words we should add to our chart?” (splash)

“What are the children doing when the weather changes to cool and wet?” (dancing, turning in circles, gulping down rain)

“How do you know?” (The illustration shows children dancing and playing.)

· Add “children dance and play in the rain” to the How This Affects Characters column of the chart.

	
	After the Rain

Cool and Wet

	
	Cool and Wet Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	stream

splash
	Children dance and play in the rain.

	
	· Invite students to think about the children and work with a conversation partner to fill in the sentence frame using the information on pages 19–20.

· Reread the frame aloud:

“The weather is ____________, so the children ___________, and feel ___________.” (“The weather is rainy, SO the children dance and play in the rain AND feel happy.”)

· Refocus the group and invite a few students to share their response whole group.


	Session 4: Rain Comes!

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 21–22
	· Read pages 21–22 aloud.

	Pages 23–24
	· Read page 23 aloud.

· Ask:

“Are there any ‘cool and wet’ words we should add to our chart?” (fresh, clean)

	
	· Define fling (to move or send forcefully or abruptly; cast).

· Model pretending to fling something into the air.

· Invite students to pretend to fling off their shoes and socks, giving reminders as needed that it is a pretend activity (not real!).

· Ask:

“Why do you think the mammas flung off their shoes and hose?” (excited about the rain; excited to dance; wanted to feel cool rain on their feet)

· Add “Mammas fling off their shoes and hose” to the How This Affects Characters column of the chart.

	
	After the Rain

Cool and Wet

	
	Cool and Wet Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	stream

splash

fresh

clean
	Children dance and play in the rain.

Mammas fling off their shoes and hose.

	Pages 23–26
	· Ask:

“How is the air described?” (moist, green)

“Which of these words could go in our ‘wet words’ column? (moist; explain that moist means slightly wet)

· Ask:

“What are the mammas and the children doing on this page?” (holding hands, dancing, having fun, laughing, playing in the rain)

“How do you know?” (The illustration shows them dancing and holding hands.)

	Session 4: Rain Comes!

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 23–26
	· Add “moist” and “Mamas dance with their children” to the anchor chart.

	
	After the Rain

Cool and Wet

	
	Cool and Wet Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	stream

splash

fresh

clean

moist
	Children dance and play in the rain.

Mammas fling off their shoes and hose.

Mamas dance with their children.

	
	· Invite students to turn to an elbow partner and retell major events in story up to the last page, then summarize whole group.
· Referring to both the Before the Rain anchor chart the After the Rain Anchor chart, remind students that they have been reading to answer the focus questions, “How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters?”; “How does the cool, wet weather affect the characters?”

· Remind students that these questions are asking them to think about what characters like Tess and Mama do because of the weather.

	Session 5: Pages 27–28 and Culminating Task: 
Before and After the Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 27–28
	· Read pages 27–28 aloud.

· Reread the phrase “purely soothed, fresh as dew” and define soothed (had a calming or tranquilizing effect; brought comfort or relief).

· Invite students to show with a facial expression how they feel when they are soothed (smiling, happy, relieved).


	Session 5: Pages 27–28 and Culminating Task: 
Before and After the Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	Pages 27–28
	After the Rain

Cool and Wet

	
	Cool and Wet Words
	How This Affects Characters

	
	stream

splash

fresh

clean

moist
	Children dance and play in the rain.

Mammas fling off their shoes and hose.

Mamas dance with their children.

Mamma and Tess feel soothed

and fresh.

	
	· Ask:

“How do Mamma and Tess feel after the rain?” (new, soothed, fresh)

· Invite a few students to share their responses.

· Ask:

“How do you know?” (They are barefoot and cooler.)

· Add “Mamma and Tess feel soothed and fresh” to the chart.

· Invite students to think about Mamma and Tess and work with a conversation partner to fill in the sentence frame using the information on pages 27–28.

	
	· Reread the frame aloud:

“The weather is __________, so Mamma and Tess _________ and feel _________.” (“The weather is sunny after the rain, SO Mamma and Tess walk down the street AND feel refreshed and happy.”)
· Refocus the group and invite a few students to share their response whole group. 
· Post the Before the Rain anchor chart and After the Rain anchor chart side by side. Have students compare how the hot weather and rainy weather affected the characters in the story by discussing the following questions with a partner:


	Session 5: Pages 27–28 and Culminating Task: 
Before and After the Rain

	Text to Read
	Questions/Activities

	
	“How does the hot, dry weather affect the characters? How do they act and feel before the rain?” (The characters sweat and sag. They feel hot and tired.)

“How does the cool, wet weather affect the characters? How do they act and feel after the rain?” (The characters dance and play. They are happy.)

“What in the story makes you think so?” (Responses will vary, but may include: children dancing in the rain, mammas flinging off shoes and hose to play, everyone smiling and laughing and dancing)

· Post and introduce the Before and After the Rain: Sample Response Sheet. 

· Point to the Before the Rain picture box and tell students that they will draw a picture to show how Mamma acted and felt before the rain here. 

· Point to the After the Rain picture box and tell students that they will draw a picture to show how Mamma acted and felt after the rain here.

· Distribute Before and After the Rain response sheets and pencils and invite students to begin drawing. As students work, circulate and engage in focused conversations with them about their work.

· After 5–7 minutes, refocus students whole group.

· Refer to the Before and After the Rain: Sample Response 
Sheet again.
· Point to the Before the Rain writing line and tell students that they will write a sentence to show how Mamma acted and felt before the rain here. 

· Point to the After the Rain writing line and tell students that they will write a sentence to show how Mamma acted and felt after the rain here.

· After 5–7 minutes, signal students to stop working through the use of a designated sound such as a chime or whistle. Model cleanup, keeping directions clear and brief. Invite students to walk safely to the whole group gathering area. Collect the Before and After the Rain response sheets for assessment purposes.
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MODULE LESSONS 


Grade K: Module 2: Unit 2: Lesson 6


Reading, Writing, and Speaking: Close Read-aloud, Session 1 and Launching Weather Journals
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