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Mystery Letter #3
Dear First Graders,

It is another beautiful dawn. Two birds sit chattering outside my kitchen window. Their song makes me smile. The early-morning rays stream through my kitchen curtains, casting a soft glow on the walls. Whipped cream cools my hot cocoa as I sit and write to you.

Do you remember how I told you about the books my teacher read to us in first grade? About how it felt like every time she opened a book, she was bringing us to a whole new place and time? It’s true! Sometimes I even forgot I was in my classroom! I just loved that feeling. And I still do today!

I need to tell you something else about that time in my life. Every time my teacher opened a book and read to us, I sat there fascinated. I wondered, How did she know what all those little words said? I mean, to me, they just looked like lots of letters clumped together. I knew that someone wrote those words, but I wondered, How did my teacher know what they said? I thought that maybe she knew the authors of the books. Maybe they had told her what they wrote, and she was just telling it back to us. One day, I asked her, and she said, No, I’ve never met them! They wrote the words and I matched the letters to the sounds so that I could read those words to you. You can do that too! And that, my dear first-grade friends, was another way words changed my life in first grade. I realized that letters in words match sounds in words. Did you know that?!?

In first grade, I learned that letters make sounds and that when you look at letters in words you can make the sounds and figure out what the word is. I even learned that sometimes two or more letters can make just one sound. Can you believe that?!? My teacher said that written words are like maps. Maps show you where places are and how to get there. Words are like that too. They show you what sounds you should make so you can read the words. I have never forgotten what I learned in first grade, and I am so excited that you will be learning this too!

Wishing you the very best,
Laura
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