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Mystery Letter #2

Dear First Graders,

It is evening now. As the sun sinks slowly below the horizon, soft shadows stretch across my lawn. Street lamps begin to glow softly, casting their yellow light into the darkening sky. But I am cozy in my favorite chair. A book and mug of warm cocoa sit on a table beside me.  

Speaking of books…did you find the poem I wrote for you? When I was in first grade, just like you are now, I used to look all around at the books in my classroom. There were big books on shelves, books in boxes, books displayed in neat rows on the window. Books everywhere! Some of those books were big and filled with maps and glossy pictures of faraway places. Others had soft covers and pages filled with tiny print and hand-drawn sketches. Still others had colorful pictures inside and out. One even had a silly cat with a big striped hat and a mischievous grin! He always seemed to be doing funny things. I just loved that book!  

Every time my teacher sat down in front of us and opened the cover, it was like she was opening a door and we were stepping through it into another time and place. When she opened those big books with glossy pictures and maps and read the words to us, it felt like I was being taken to real places all over the world. Those soft books with small print and sketches held such wonderful stories. When our teacher read the words in one of those colorful books with the cat and the striped hat, I felt like I was right there in the room with him. He was so silly! One time he made a whole room turn pink, and there was a fish in a bowl who kept saying, “You shouldn’t do that!” I agreed with the fish, but I still thought the cat was funny anyway. You see…words really did change my life, and it happened in first grade. Words opened up whole new worlds to me in so many ways, and one of those ways was through the words in books. This is such a wonderful time, and I’m so glad that you get to be in first grade. 

Wishing you all the best,

Laura

Work Time Picture: “book”
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Work Time Picture: “door”
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Work Time Picture: “knight”
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Work Time Picture: “castle”
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Work Time Picture: “frog”
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Work Time Picture: “log”
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