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Describing Point of View Handout
(Example, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.6


Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts
The point of view in informational texts is the perspective of the author on the topic. It is the way he or she helps the reader understand what the author thinks about the topic.

Topic: Most important factor(s) in Jackie Robinson’s success

	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	Sharon Robinson
	Personal qualities

Support from family
	“Dad was prepared athletically.”

“He’d matured over the years.”

“He had his faith.”

“He had the support of a loving woman and a steadfast mother.” Promises to Keep, page 29

	Jackie Robinson
	Living in a free society
	“Free minds and human hearts were at work all around me; and so there was the probability of improvement.”

“But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”

—“This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”


Describing Point of View Handout
RI.5.6

Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________
Describing the Point of View in Informational Texts
The point of view in informational texts is the perspective of the author on the topic. It is the way he or she helps the reader understand what the author thinks about the topic.

Topic: 


	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	
	
	


	Person
	Point of View
	Evidence from the Text

	
	
	


Close Reading Guide: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work”
(For Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, L.5.4a, L.5.4b, L.5.5a, L.5.5b
	Purpose and Notes
	· The purpose of this close read is for students to use the text to describe Jackie Robinson’s own point of view about factors that led to his success.
· Continue to use discussion protocols (e.g., Think-Pair-Share, Conversation Cues, and total participation techniques) to engage all students in collaborative discussion about the text.

	Excerpt of Text

(Reread aloud)
	Questions and Directions

	Paragraphs 1 and 2
	· Ask:

“What is the gist of Paragraph 1?” (In 1947, Jackie heard the National Anthem played during the World Series and felt included in Major League Baseball.)
“What is the gist of Paragraph 2?” (Jackie played an exhibition game in Atlanta, and for the first time he played with a mix of African American and white players.)
· Focus students on the sentence in bold at the end of Paragraph 2 and reread it aloud.

· Ask:

“Using what you know about Jackie Robinson and his goals, what can you infer that Jackie has always believed?” (That African Americans and whites are equal.)

	Paragraph 3
	· Ask:

“Who does Jackie believe is imperfect?” (humans/people)

“According to Jackie, what makes humans not perfect?” Underline these imperfections in the text (handicaps, stumbling blocks, prejudices).

· Focus students on the words in bold in Paragraph 3 and reread them aloud.


	Paragraph 3
	· Ask:

“What does Jackie believe will happen if humans ‘are given room to breathe and time to think?’” (Imperfections would slowly start to disappear.) 
“What main point does Jackie make in this paragraph? What evidence from the text makes you think so?” (Although humans are imperfect, they are always moving toward perfection, however slowly. Evidence: “First, that imperfections are human.”; “…those imperfections would disappear, no matter how slowly.”)

· Guide students through adding this point and evidence to the first row on their note-catcher

	Paragraph 4
	· Reread the first two sentences of Paragraph 4.

· Ask:

“What sustained Jackie in his fight for equality?” (the deep-rooted belief that his fight had a chance)

· Reread the third sentence of Paragraph 4. Ask:

“Why did Jackie firmly believe that his fight for equality had a chance?” (because it took place in a free society).

· Explain that a “free society” is a society where people have freedom to think and act in their own way. Ask:

“Why might Jackie think his fight had a chance to succeed in a society where people are free to act and think?” (People can decide what to think and do, people can change, people will do the right thing if you let them.)

· Reread sentences 4–6. Ask:

“What does Jackie mean when he says, ‘Free minds and hearts were at work all around me’?” (People were changing what they thought and how they felt).

	Paragraph 5
	· Ask:

“Why does Jackie think that his children might not face as much prejudice when they grow up?” (Because others have fought against prejudice, society is likely to improve.)

	Paragraph 6
	· Reread the first sentence in bold. Tell students that static means to stay the same, without change. Ask:

“What does the phrase ‘nothing static’ mean?” (Nothing stays the same; things keep changing.)

“Why does Jackie think that things will keeps changing?” (because we are free people)

· Reread the second sentence in bold. Tell students that the Middle Ages refers to a time long ago and that Middle Ages logic is another way of saying old-fashioned or out-of-date thinking.
· Point out that there is a metaphor in the second sentence: “stop the human tide from flowing forward.” Ask:

“What two things are being compared in this metaphor?” (humans/ people with the tide)

“What does this metaphor help us understand?” (that Jackie thinks that people cannot be stopped from moving forward, improving)

“What can’t stop the human tide from flowing forward?” (Middle Ages logic; out-of-date thinking)

“Say this sentence in your own words.” (Out-of-date thinking can’t stop people from moving forward, improving.)

“What main point does Jackie make in this paragraph? What evidence from the text makes you think so?” (A free society supports people in moving toward perfection because it allows everyone to change what they think and do. “There is no Middle Ages logic so strong that it can stop the human tide from flowing forward.”)

· Guide students through adding this point and evidence to the second row on their note-catcher.


	Paragraph 7
	· Ask:

“What two words repeat throughout this paragraph?” (I believe)

· Invite students to underline the things Jackie says he believes in, clarifying word meanings as needed (human race, warm heart, man’s integrity, goodness of a free society, that society can remain good only as long as we are willing to fight for it).

	Paragraph 8
	· Invite students to work with a partner to paraphrase Paragraph 8 on their note-catchers using the following steps:

1. Reread each sentence.

2. Rewrite the sentence in your own words in the space below it.

3. When you have finished, discuss the point Jackie is making in this paragraph.
· Ask:

“What main point does Jackie make about his experience? What evidence from the text makes you think so?” (I fought imperfection in baseball. I knew I could win because we live in a free society where people can change what they think and do. “It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”)

· Invite students to underline the words imperfect/imperfection and free society anywhere they appear on the note-catcher. Guide them in noticing that both ideas appear together in the box on Jackie’s experience.

· Focus students’ attention on the arrows connecting boxes on the note-catcher. Ask:

· “What is the connection between the two boxes on top and the one below it? How do the ideas in Paragraphs 3 and 6 help the reader understand Jackie’s experience?” (Responses will vary, but should focus on the idea that the top boxes explain why Jackie thinks he was able to succeed in breaking barriers in baseball.)


	Paragraph 9
	· Ask:

“What else sustained Jackie in his fight for equality?” (his faith in God)

· Remind students that an author’s point of view is his or her perspective on a topic, and that in this unit the topic is the most important factor(s) in Jackie Robinson’s success.

· Ask:

“Look at the notes you have taken on your note-catcher. What factors did Jackie Robinson think were most important in his success in breaking the color barrier?” (the fact that people are always getting better, moving toward perfection, and that he lived in a free society where people could change and become better people)

· As students share out, capture their responses in the appropriate spots on the Describing Point of View handout, inviting students to do the same on their copies. Refer to the Describing Point of View handout (example, for teacher reference) as necessary.


Close Reading Guide: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” Note-catcher

(Answers, for Teacher Reference)
RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, L.5.4a, L.5.4b, L.5.5a, L.5.5b
	Paragraph 3: Human Beings

Point: Although humans are imperfect, they are always moving toward perfection, however slowly.
Evidence:

· “First, that imperfections are human.”
· “…those imperfections would disappear, no matter how slowly.”
	
	Paragraph 6: Society

Point: A free society supports people in moving toward perfection because it allows everyone to change what they think and do.
Evidence:

· “And this chance has come to be, because there is nothing static with free people.”
· “There is no Middle Ages logic so strong that it can stop the human tide from flowing forward.”

· “But I do believe—and with every fiber in me—that what I was able to attain came to be because we put behind us (no matter how slowly) the dogmas of the past: to discover the truth of today; and perhaps find the greatness of tomorrow.”
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	Paragraph 8: Jackie’s Experience (paraphrase)

“My fight was against the barriers that kept Negroes out of baseball.

I fought against the barriers that kept black Americans from playing Major League Baseball.

This was the area where I found imperfection, and where I was best able to fight.

This was a place where people were not perfect and I was able to fight for change.

And I fought because I knew it was not doomed to be a losing fight.
I fought because I knew I had a chance to win.

It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”

I had a chance to win because this is a free society where people can change what they do and think.


Close Reading Guide: “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” Note-catcher

RI.5.1, RI.5.3, RI.5.4, RI.5.6, RI.5.8, L.5.4a, L.5.4b, L.5.5a, L.5.5b
Name: ____________________________________ Date: ___________________

	Paragraph 3: Human Beings

Point:
Evidence:


	
	Paragraph 6: Society

Point:

Evidence:
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	Paragraph 8: Jackie’s Experience (paraphrase)

“My fight was against the barriers that kept Negroes out of baseball.

This was the area where I found imperfection, and where I was best able to fight.

And I fought because I knew it was not doomed to be a losing fight.
It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”




Summary: “This I Believe: Free Minds and
Hearts at Work”

(Example, for Teacher Reference)
W.5.2, SL.5.3

In “This I Believe: Free Minds and Hearts at Work” by Jackie Robinson, Jackie Robinson states that he could succeed at breaking the color barrier in baseball because he lived in a free society. Jackie explains that although humans are imperfect, they are always moving slowly toward perfection. He says, “imperfections are human.” But he explains that when people are given space and time, imperfections start to slowly disappear. People can move toward perfection when they live in a free society, which lets people change what they think and what they do. Jackie explains that even though he faced a lot of difficult obstacles in breaking the color barrier in baseball, his strong belief that he had a chance to change things helped keep him going. He knew he had a chance because he lived in a free society and his fight was not against something that he could not change. Jackie said that progress has to happen because free people are always changing. He explains, “I fought because I knew it was not doomed to be a losing fight. It couldn’t be a losing fight—not when it took place in a free society.”
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