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Assessing the Health of an 
Ecosystem Slideshow

(For Teacher Reference)

Directions: Create a digital slideshow or prepare photos to display in color in order to activate students’ thinking about the health of an ecosystem. Use the following links. These are all pictures from Olympic National Park:

Slide 1: Title: Images from Olympic National Park

Slide 2: Waterfall

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rampix/3429340175/

Slide 3: Decaying logs

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sbeebe/12919231854/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/claudiah/14445363001/

Slide 4: Bear eating a salmon

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23267370623/

Slide 5: Deer

https://www.flickr.com/photos/usdagov/15246232451/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23417703852/

Slide 6: The understory of the forest

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sbeebe/12240391636/

Slide 7: More understory and water

https://www.flickr.com/photos/sbeebe/12240259474/

Slide 8: Otter

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffgunn/6122106847/

Slide 9: Aquatic bird

https://www.flickr.com/photos/claudiah/14453235565/
Slide 10: Lake

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffgunn/6122105903/in/

Slide 11: More plants

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffgunn/6122107371/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/jeffgunn/6122114109/

Slide 12: Bear

https://www.flickr.com/photos/miguelvieira/4853770308/

Slide 13: Bird with insect in its mouth

https://www.flickr.com/photos/leppyone/9380319442/

Slide 14: Insects

https://www.flickr.com/photos/leppyone/9305157612/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23227987820/

Slide 15: Mushrooms

https://www.flickr.com/photos/glennwilliamspdx/4022222133/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/resqbrett/6270715023/

Slide 16: Mushroom with slugs

https://www.flickr.com/photos/brewbooks/340520613/

Slide 17: Small mammals—the snowshoe rabbit and the chipmunk

https://www.flickr.com/photos/miguelvieira/4860305062/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23932160645/

Slide 18: Raven

https://www.flickr.com/photos/rarvesen/9617906842/

Slide 19: Amphibians

https://www.flickr.com/photos/miguelvieira/4820556583/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23344145640/
Slide 20: Olympic Marmot

https://www.flickr.com/photos/23122882@N05/14775309917/

Slide 21: Birds of Prey

https://www.flickr.com/photos/leppyone/9396943620/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/22899176493/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/22899094923/
Slide 22: Salmon jumping in the stream

https://www.flickr.com/photos/fromkeith/5027497206/

Slide 23: Mountain goat—a species that was introduced into the park in 1920

https://www.flickr.com/photos/miguelvieira/4857153562/

Slide 24: Marten

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23346626682/

Slide 25: Snake

https://www.flickr.com/photos/forestservicenw/23441291681/
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Professional Science Notebook Entries

Segar, Josiane. “Long-leaf Wormwood.” ASC Field Notes Blog. Adventurers and Scientists for Conservation. 9 Sept 2015. Web. 1 Feb 2016.

Created as part of the Adventurers and Scientists for Conservation Landmark program www.adventurescience.org/landmark, a multi-year project to collect key wildlife data, build a global constituency for the prairie ecosystem, and record the human experience of living on the northern plains.
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Life Science Module Guiding Question

How do we assess and improve the health of an ecosystem?

Norms of a Scientists Meeting Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)
· We take turns talking.

· We build on one another’s ideas.

· We disagree respectfully.

· We ask questions when we don’t understand.

Criteria for Healthy Ecosystems Anchor Chart

(For Teacher Reference)

Criteria for Healthy Ecosystem

	We’ll look at:
	What will indicate health?

	Organisms (plant and animal) in the ecosystem
	

	Abiotic features:
water, soil, air 
	

	Big cycles working together as a system
	

	Additional student ideas
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