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Engagement Text: “Sam Wants a Pet”
Sam wanted a pet. There was nothing on the planet that Sam wanted more.

Sam asked, and asked, and asked.

Sam begged Dad for a pet. He asked at breakfast, drinking milk. He asked at lunch, eating ham sandwiches. And he asked after dinner, sitting on Dad’s chest as his dad was trying to take a nap.

“The rules don’t allow pets in our apartment,” said Sam’s dad with regret.

But Sam had a plan. He would catch a pet.

The next day, Sam and Dad went to the park. Sam spotted a furry tail slipping behind a shed. He followed it and found a street cat. He ran after it, but the cat dashed away. 

“Cats can move fast,” said Dad with a grin.

“Maybe my shoes are just too loud,” said Sam with a frown.

Then Sam tried to catch a beautiful moth. But the moth flew off. 

“Maybe my hands are just too smelly,” Sam said, with a deeper frown.

Then Sam saw a red ant. “No!” Dad said before Sam could pick it up. “Red ants can bite.”

Sam walked to the pond in the middle of the park. He dunked his hand in to catch a fish. He had no luck. The fish was too fast.

Finally, Sam lashed a string to the end of his baseball bat. He put peanut butter on the tip of the string. He lowered it into the damp, dark sewer and waited. But nothing happened.

“Fish don’t live in the sewers,” said Dad with a grin.
“Maybe fish just don’t like peanut butter,” said Sam with the deepest frown of all.

The day was over. Sam dragged himself to his bedroom and sat down on his bed. He watched the sun slip behind the buildings.

Sam’s dad came in and turned on the desk lamp. “Are you sad, kid?” Sam’s dad asked.

“Yeah, a little,” said Sam.

Dad has a plan.
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	am
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